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RETURN FARM PROG.RA.HS TO FAR!-1ER CONTROL, SEJUTOR ll'U1.PHREY INSISTS 
• t 4 a • r u . , . 

fo.nnel9s. eo.n have " p. gret:.\ter voioe in theiT own .f'o.nn programs" by ''getting 

rid of Ike and Ezra and e l eoting Adla1 S ·tev~son o.nd Estes Kefo.uver'1 , · Senator Hubert 

H, Humphrey declared in a noon r o.ll oday,. 

~We are going to re1t~re to the demo~atically. el ccted fo.rmer·committeos 
the a uthority Congr ess intonded them to hn.ve," he promised• 

Vigerously attacking Ropublicun ''U1ldermining of th~~ gr eat farmer• 
, 

committ~e- sy~tem", Senator H\lllphr oy warned that "no f a rm program, no matter how good 

tho l egislation may be, is gc;ing to ·;-ork effectively and ~othly if farmers are 

deprived of -any voice in its adn i n i str ution", 

ttQne of our groa toot contributions of the past tv10 decad(;]S has been 
development ef the farmer committee system gi ving l oca l peopl e n voice in choosing 
their ndghlJors te administr;1r the farm program, · and placing its control in the hands 
Of .f'o.rm people who underSt!lnd locul condi tii)IlS ann can b est Obta in widespr ead farmer 
participation so neoessary to. succes~ of any program", Senator Hu."llphrey, member of 

the &e.Pate Cemmitt~e on Agt-ioulture and F~restry, declared:. 

Senator HumphPey, Chairman of a Senate subcommittee which investigated 

br'eak~ t:>f "the faTW::lr eom."llittec sy:5teffi:, tt'>ld his a udi ence of many of the "flagr ant 

abuse.s · of auth«i.ty" W ·OCJVered "and the r ei'U$al of Se-cretary Benson to do anything 

about it." 
... 

"1he o~y conclusion we could r oa ch, despite continued lip-service to the 
.dG!llOczoatio idea l ~f these f aruer.,committees, is that this Adr.linis tration does not 
want farmers to have anything te say a bout their f a rm program, and wants instead to 

put it direetly in the ha.nds of a ppointe.d eureaucro.ts they oa n control"' he said. 

He dec1al"ed tho.t sel~t-ioll of of'fice ~gers of county ASC ()i'fice s "was 

still being di~te~ £'1-om the ~op11 in$tead of b e ing l eft in looa l hands despite 

repeated assw-unoes flo-om. Secretary Benson that "county committees have the right 

to h.i.Jae and fire such mnnngers". 

Reco.l.l.ing Gener-.J Eiaenhowe.rts campnJ.gn pledge in 1952 to ••get rid of the 

'agtoiera.:ts t nnd give farme.rs more to s ay about their programs., Senato~ HumpW.ey said 

"Just like on Ike1~ <ither farm promises~ they have done just the opposite. 
In.s~d ef less •o.gricrats-', he ha.s hi~ed more; i nstead of g iving fal"llOrs more to 
s~ abo~t their f a rm pr~gramst he has taken away o.ny voice at a ll. 

\ 

"Aft e r a ll the talk we heard in 1952 about gett i ng rid of ' a gricra ts 1 , it 
mny come as a s urpris e t~ know that E1:ra Benson has i ncr ea s ed, not decrea s ed, his 
1\ire.d-hn~ -• and just ~et :rid ~r ~h~ farmers inst<;)ad," · 

"Employment in the Depa l!'tment of Agriculture ha! gone up every yeur sine(:) 
th~ Republica ns t~k O'Ver .,.~ o.nd there a r e nea rly 10.,000 more emp loyees today than 
when Ei.setlhower and Beru$cn we~e -o~pla~ng ateut ther e being •too many a gricratlil '. 
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"Those ar e the facts they do not t ell you, the f 9. cts they 
1·mnt ·to hide 9 Benson has spent more

3 hired mor e , vms ted 
more , lost mor e -- and produced l ess r es ults than c.ny 
Secr etary of Agr i cultur e in history~ Ye-t ho ha s I ke ' s full 
blessing -- bungling mi smanagemen-t and a lL" 

"The only wa~r to get r id of Benso:1 and r estore a r eal vo ic e 
for f armers in our fa r m pr ogr ams is to get somebody in the 
1'\/hite House who car es wha t i s ha ppening· to agriculut r e -
ca r es enough to t a ke a look for hir1s e l f ~ i nstea d of l eav ing 
it a ll to Ezr a ", Senator Humphr ey dec l a r e d . 

He urged the Seventh Di s trict to "make a r eo. l hous e- cleaning" on the 

nat i onal l eve l 1 by el ecting AdJ. t:J. i a nd Estes and DFL Congr ess i ona l Candidate , Clint 

Ha roldson 7 o.n d t o "keep the gains we have ma de i .~1 Mi nnesot a by r eelecting Governor 

Orvill e Fr eeman a n d our entir e DFL slat e '' 9 



FOREIGN POLICY 

SPEECH SECTION' 

Apparently the Republicans plan to · ke "peace" a partisan campaign 

issue. I r egret this development deeply. because I agree with Secretary of State 

Dulles when he said (11/29/55 ),. 11 1 never knew t t peace was a controversial or 

partisan subject i th the American peopl e ." 

Moreover I am astonished that Republican campaigners are making such 

extravagant pretens ions in vi of other statements by • Dulles like these 

( 4,/50/56 ): "In Korea there is an armistice·• but there is no peace ••• In Vietnam 

there is an armistice. but there is no peace. " 

Of' course this conflict between slogans and facts has beset the 

Eisenhower ftdministr tion ever since it took office. It partially explains four 

years of confusion in our foreign policy v,·hieh have frightened our friends abroad 

and worried a ll objective observers at home. 

Since 1952 \'Ia have experionoed a repeated lack of c andor, in pr esenting 

the realities of the inte:rnational situation . Of'ten our official worda have not 

squared with t he :e cts. Equally often they have not squar ed with o\ir deeds. 

Unable to r esist its proclivity for publici't;y gim:nioks • the Administration has 

extended these devices from the political hustings i nto the previously bi- partisan 

area of foreign affairs. Examples range from the fraudulent "unleashing" or 

Chiang Kai-Chek in President Eisenhower •s f irst State of the Union message; to the 

bluff and bluster of the ~isconceived "massive retaliation" doctrine so hastily 

abandoned on its first test in IndochinaJ to the notorious nl!l'.vsstand diplo cy and 

self- serving inaccuracies of Secretary Dulles ' "brink of war" disclosures in ~ 

maga.zine.J to the fallacious a ssertions before Con assiono.l committees that the 

Soviet eCmlOJl\Y is on the verge o:f collapse and t..~t the Soviet "new look11 is a 

confession. of weakne&B J all t he way to the recant merry- go-ro'Ulld of Administration 



Tiews on "neutralism" with Mr . Eisenhower defending it, llr. Nixon taking both 

sides , and llr. Dulles castigat.ing neutrali·sm as "inlnoral " but finding himself 

unabl e to identify any present-day neutrals of t 1e i.mxnor 1 kindo The Administr ati on 

has not hesitated to claim credit ;: here changed Co unist tactics ree.ll y deserve 

the crodi t : the Austrian troop wi thdrawe.l• and the truces in Korea and Indochina. 

In domestic .affairs this Administration has systematicall y aacrificed 

leadership f or popul arity. and achieved some success in doing so. In foreign 

ffairs . the effort to do the s e.me thing has r esulted in a loss of both leadership 

~popularity. · e should not forget t his even during a campaign season when all 

the reasons for r • Dulles • ffagonizing reappraisals" a r e forgotten in the election~ 

year cltorus of 11 peace and prosperity" • 

Co.nsider a linost any portion of the, g lobe today, and examples of the 

deterioration of oyr position can be found: In Europe our chief a l liances have 

been badly strained by policy differ noes over Suez, Cyprus, North Africa, German 

r earmament, and East-West tr.ade . On items <tf major importance tot he future of 

estern Europe , like the strengthening o£ NATO and a long- term •trade-not-aid" 

program. this epublican Administration has paid lip-service to the objectives 

and fa iled t o follow through. 

In the · ddl e East a vacillating polio has altern tely exasperated the 

young democracy of Israel and won us increasing enmity among the Arab nations as 

well . By her arms agreements with Egypt and Afghanistan, the Soviet tbion has 

obtained footholds in t he Middle East which have been Kramlin objec.tives f or 

generations . 

Our relat ions wd.th India. the largest democracy on earth• have eutfer ed 

ny reverses since 1953, a ll of them ag .. ra.vated by our ill- conceived arms agreement 

with Pakistan. Instead of v1or king steadfastly to retrieve our pos1·c1on in South 

Asia0 President Eisenhower has just withdrawn Ambassador Cooper from New Del hi f or 



polit ical purposes in Kentucky. 

EVen our rel ations with tatin America have ~n - r red by clumsy 

dipl omacy like our effort t o appease Peron shortly before the peopl e of Argentina 

overthrew him. The Organiza·tion of American States rem&ins weak and ineffective. 

In the United Nations itself_. the d ecline i n erican prestige has 

frequently been r eflected in the increased measure of voting agreement with the 

Soviet Union. 60% of the members ·of the UN agreed more with t he Soviet Union in 

Genera l Assembly votes in 1955 than in 1954. Rere a s elsewhere latel y. the Soviet 

Union has registered deplomatic ins . while we. in a. frenzy of off icial activity• 

have drifted and bided our time• 

Peace is positive, not negative• and the American Society of ewspaper 

Editors r eoognited this more honestly and realistically than the Republican speech 

writers when the Society voted 2·1 this year t hat America was C\l!"rently l osing t he 

Cold rar. For while a ll this has been going on. our alliances have begun to 

crumbl e• and our reputation has diminished a ll aro\md t he world. 

Fo ur years ago Amer ican prestige was high. Democratic leadership had 

successfully sought and f oster ed bi • pa.rt isan support in :foreign atf'e.ira . NATO and 

t he tsarshall Pl an were monuments t o joint effort wit h our a l lies . The Truman 

octrine• the Berlin Airlift• and om- swift response in Korea had taught the 

Conrnunists t hat we wer e serious when we s id we intended to b lock e.ggreesione The 

United l ations we.s being utilized• not by- passed. The Point Four program was well 

tmder ay • . 

The world that we knew in 1952 has navr been turned upside down. 

Revolutionary events have occurred a ll a roun us - in technology, in politics , 

and in the hearts and minds of men. Since 1952 the dreadful thermonuclear weapons 

race has continued• ne.tion.alist .. minded revolt is swe ping the remnants of colonial 

Asia and Africa.. Stalin ' s s uccess ors are o:ffering us far more astute and dangeroua 

competiti on than he e ver did• and a whol e new arena of non- military. eoonol!lic and 



psychological competition is upon us . 

While I have been critical of' JISJlY o.f the things that the Republican 

Administration has done in the past four years. 1 am even more critical oft he 

many things they have left undone. Lincoln once said• "As our case is new, we 

must think and act anew. '' ut t hese last £our years have been wasted years -

years of holdi ng oper tions nd unexploited opporttmities . In time crying for 

imagination, we have exhibited litt le. In a time cryins f or creativeness and 

vision, t here has been a poverty of new ideas . 

Indeed we roo.y sa.y of' our f oreign policy since 1952 a that which is new 

is not sound and that which is sound is not new. At best this AdministratioD has 

borrowed the arguments and policies hich were successfully devised by its 

Democratic predecessors to meet earlier dangers . At worst, if we are to believe 

our Secretary of state, it has practiced the "'art" of going t o t he brinlc of war 

without telling us about it until afterwardaJ it has a l lowed our essential foreign 

economic assistance to become a political football by miscasting its appropriation 

r equests and j.uatifications before Con eas , and it bas struck unbecolning moralistic, 

legalistic and .militaristic postures , all o£ which have roc tly inflamed world 

opinion against us . 

America is generous and humanitarian, but one would never know it 

listening to the present Secretary of the Treasury or the I . c. • Administrator. 

Amer i ca has bee the symbol o£ anti- colonialism, but one would never know it reading 

• lles ' joint statement w1 t h the Portuguese Foreign inister describing Goa 

as a Portuguese Prcvin.ce11
• America is pel!lce- loving but tod y in tho mi dst of the 

Sue& crisi·s , it is discomi'ortin t o remember that General Eisenhower t hought a 

pistol wa.s an a ppropriata gift for the gyptian chief• of -.state, and had . • Dulles 

present it personally in Cairo only t wo years ago . 



-s-

During this Republican administration incidents like these have come 

to symbolize. the distorted ima_ge we are presEil ting to the world. Under a 

Democratic Administration we may hope to recoup some o1' the ground lost during 

the past four years , and return to our own best tradit ions. It is our Decl~tion 

Independence, the spirit of nwe the People• of our own Constitution which ia 

on march in much or the world today. We must re-identif'y ourselves with our own 

adition. This is why Jeff erson sa id t . t our revolution was fought for all 

mankind. This is what Lincoln meant when he called our experiment in democracy 

e last best hope on ea:rth. This is what ilson meant when he s aid that America 

s brought into t he orld to unify IIIUlkind. This is what Franklin Roosevelt 

:tended when he announced t ho goals of freedom of s peeeh, freedom of r elidon, 

These ar.a the principles wh ich have enriched America and which have 

lately been neglected and forgotten. This is the vision without 1rhich the people 

perish. e us t rediscover and ap ly it as we go f orward with Adlai Stevenson 

a ~ow ~~~rica devotedly working toward genuine peace and real prosperity. 
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NON-SUPPORTED COHl'10DITIES LE,,D F,\HH PRICE COLLi.PSE, SIT.N,I.'l'OR Hill-1PHRE"i SAYS 

Collapsing prices of meat animals since 1952 "puts t he lie to Secret ary 

Benson 's efforts to blame price sl,lpports f or losses in gr oss f a rm income, 11 Senat or 

Hubert H. Humph rey decl~red l a st night in addressing a four-c ounty DFL 'Bean Feed' ae 
nTwo billion dolla rs of the decline in gross f ar m income since 1952 wa s on 

meat aniraals alone -- f or which ther e are no price supports 9 n Sena tor Huinphr ey de
cla r edo 11 Where doe s that l eav e Ezra with his cries about 'inheriting ' a f a r m pr ob
l em created by high price supports of th e past'?" 

Party wprkers from Rock, Nobles, Pipestone, and Murray Countie s gather ed to 
hea r Sen1.t or Hur,1phrey, Gener al ChairrJan of Minnesota 1 s Stev'ens on-Kef auver cam
paign, appee>.l f or 11 an outpouring of vot e s to give us a compl et e DFL sweep um Novem
ber 6. 

11 Cattle prices in Ivlinnesot a went dov.rn 38% in the first three years of Repub
licanism, Eggprices went down 22%. Hc g prices went down 16%. 

11 Thn. t is where our biggest trouble came from in de
clining f a r r,1 income -- and Ezra cannot blame it on 
price supports for the re were none at a ll. 

11 Secret ary Benson s ays our f nr m depression wa s caused by 'inherit ed surplus es' 
and high price supports -- yet hi s own r ecor d s show thu.t pric e supports 1 eushi uned' 
th e dr op on wh eat a nd corn, with the biggest decline f or non-supported c01rmoditie s 
or those getting l ower l ev el suppurt under his discretion . 

11 0ur bigge st surpluse s r.~c1. v e b een in wheat and corn -- yet wheat pric e s went 
down only 2% in the ;first three years of B,mson, and c orn went down onJ.y 7%. That 
is becaus e we had l egislation he could not t t:tnl.p i.> r with so easily during t he first 
f ew years of his .. dministrntion. 

11 But wh er e tho decision wa s l eft t o his di·3cretion, l ook 
wha t happened: Rye went down 43%, oats went down 25%. 
Barley went down 28%, soybeans went down 16%, 

11 Those are fi gures from Bens on's own Department -- offici3.l government fi gur es " 
Th ey a r e fi gur e s b a sed on !vfinnesota prices paid f armers . 

11lt should be obvious that Secret ary Benson can ha ve only one r eason f or mis
l eading th e public about the 1mess 1 he has creat ed···-· to cover up his own poor 
judgment and mismana gement, and t o plunge the r est of our f ar ners into the same 
bont with producers of meat animals by destroying the effecti-.ren ess of any pric e 
support progr am< 11 

Senator Hm.1phrey r epeated his 11 standing challenge" t o Secret ary Benson 11 t o 
come out here in the midwest and sta nd up before f a r mers t o debo.t e these issue s 
with me, instead of a ppealing for support of the }linneapolis Grain Exchange ." 

Senat or Humphrey s aid el ection of Stevenson and Kef auver would assure 

11 ena ctment of a compr ehensive f a rm pr ogram which, under intelligent Md sympathetic 

Democratic administration, will m-1.ke the ruralhome s of .unerica bett er and h ealthier 

pl a ces in which t o live." 
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