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RADIO ACTIVE POISON FROf·i H- BOHB ..U.JREADY UP .)(Y)% IN MJ-D1dE3~_::JOIL 

Soil t ests conducted by the r~.tornic Energy Commission s~10w that 11 farm lands of 

Wisconsin and Illinois have already been contaminated by the highly dangerous bone-

cancer producing radioactive d'..l.st from atomic bomb te sts , 11 Senator Hubert Ho 

Humphr ey declared la st night in an address at a W_:Lnona DFL "Bean Feed'~ 
uAccording to Commissioner Vhll ard Libby of the Atomic Energy Commissi0n, the 

concentr ation of Strontium 90 ~n the soil of certain atea s of Illinois and Wiscon
sin increased almost 3007;; fro m 1953 to 1955, and that t he Strontium 90 now iB the 
soil amounts to the equivalent of about 40 1suns."line units'. 

"VVhat is true of 1Jisconsin and Illinois i n undoubtedly 
t rue of iviinne sota aoil, as the proximit y of' t lle midwest 
to the Nevada bomb t e st center has exposed us to as 
much as 50 percent more of the bone killing Strontium 
90 than other area s of the world. 

liYou better add 1ptrontium 90 1 t o your vocabulary,....- because you a r e going to 
have to live with it, or die with it. Radioactive Stronti<un is de scribed by the 
Nationa l l,cademy of Sciences as a substance whose 'unique combination of qualities 
makes it especially danger ous '. For examp;Le, it decays very Glowly; it is taken up 
from the soil with calcium in the food we eat, and it is absorved in the bone 
structure. 

"Children absorb it more r apidly than grown-ups . In only small concentrations 
it can cause cancer of t he bone s. 

"Findings of t he National Academy of Science indicate that the present concen
tration s in the bones of children already have reached wha t may be termed one so
calle d 1 sunshine' unit, and the United Kingdom 1vledical Eesearch Council has offici
ally r eported that 'immedi ate considerat ion would be r equir ed if th e conc entration 
in human tones showed signs of rising greatly a bout 10 such unit s 1 • 

11 Yet Dr. Libby is au.thori t y for the statement that we must expe ct, as suming that 
no further weapons are fired, t hat the body burden for children bor n now in ilmerica 
ev entual l y would amount to between 4 and 10 sunshine units. 

11 We should r emember, .however, that only 10 to 20 percent of the radioa ctive 
Strontiw~ creat ed by past tests by the United States and t he Sovie ts has a s yet 
f allen to earth from the r adiostrontium r eservoir in tlln.e stra tosphe r e . d.S the 
remainder falls to e arth, the radioactive strontium co ncentrati ons in human bones 
will i ncrea se proportionately beyond present levels. 

"Even if neirher the United States nor the Soviets nor any other country ever 
exploC:_e s anothe:r hydrogen weapon, it is esti :no.ted by competent scientists and med
i cal r e s earchers t hat children all ov er the world, will, in the course of their 
lives, r each concentratina.s somewhat above the 10 units regarded a s the danger 
point . 

''ln th e f a ce of such threatened peril, can we r isk con
tinued H-bomb experiments? Can we turn our ba cks on 
every possible effort to rea ch an enforceabl e inter
national agreement to curb such H-bomb te3t s '? 

"That is one of the crucial choices the ,lffierican people must make November 6, 
for that is the challenge ""dlai Stevenson has been couuageous enough to b rea k out 
from behind the .,dfilinistn.tion 1 s curtain of silence and ca rry to the .-...rne ricnn 
people , 11 Senator Humphrey said" 
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