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DWlliDLING TIMBER INCREASING PRESSURE TO 'EXPLOIT' PUBLIC LANDS 

resters administering public lands "are going to be subjected to pressures 

that their predecessors never fully envisioned or experienced, as private timber 

disappears into the mills and the green gold of the national forests stan& as the 

sole salvation for many of the 3,000 hungry saw mills of the west," Senator Hubert 

H. Humphrey (D.,Minn.) declared last night in an address before the Washington 

Section of the Society of American Foresters. 

"It is going to take strong administration and well informed public opinion to insure that conservation principles, and our faith with future generatio ~' are not beached," he warned. 

Calling attention to Gifford Pinchot's warning of a half-century ago that 

control over natural resources gives control over the economic and political life of 

the nation, Senator Humphrey added: 

"Make no mistake, gentlemen--the conservation battles 
of the last four years have been over the control of 
our National Forests, public lands and range, the 
water power sites, and oil-underlain wildlife refuges 
-- rather than over the technical applications and 
practices to the resources• This is a never-ending 
struggle, 

!•It should inly surprise no one that this struggle becomes reflected in American po tical life, for political action is a means of achieving our aspiratlons and objectives in a democracy. Whatever our political affiliation, I think that all of us interested in the conservation movement had a right to be shocked by some of the excesses and deterioration of resource programs during the past four years." 

Senator Humphrey said that leading foresters, soil conservationists, wildlife 

management specialists, and others in the conservation movement who were so con-

cerned about what was happening under the existing Administration that they formed 

an organization "to get the story across to the voters" during the last campaign 

v1ere actually "answering a high call to public duti'· 

"One of the functions of an American political campaign is to air issues for public discussion. \ole need more, not less, emphasis on these vital resource issues in our political campaigns -- and we need conservation leaders with courage enough to speak out boldly when they see the public's interest jeopardized by selfish grabs on the forest and range, 

"This again is a time in the conservation movement when the strength of your ideals and convictions will be tested in the crucible of time," he told the foresters, "for I assure you the fires of the special interest groups are never banked. 

"Preservation of a weak neutrality, at a time when the public interest is threatened, is equivalent to lining up on the wrong side. Pinchot could not do it in the Ballinger case, and it can not be done today." 
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