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NATION PAYING COSTLY PRICE FOR COLLAPSING GOP LEADERSHIP: SENATOR HUMPHREY 

The nation is paying a costly price for collapse of the Republican Administra-

tion's national leadership, at home and abroad -- in Syria, in Arkansas, and even 

in outer space, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D.-Minn.) told a Berks County Democratic 

Dinner last night in an address at the Abraham Lincoln Hotel in Reading, Pa. 

"Fumbling, bungling indecision has marked our handling of both foreign and 

domestic affairs," Senator Humphrey declared. "As a nation, we now face grave 

risks in both fields from abuse, misuse, or lack of use of Presidential power." 

"The requirements of national security have been sacrificed on the altar of 
political expediency and the desire of the Administration to put budget ceilings 
on a higher priority than national defense. 

"Humiliating defeats for our prestige at home and abroad, both through 
Russia's successful launching of an outerspace satellite while we quibble and 
squabble, and the national shame and international tragedy of our troubles at 
Little Rock, just echoes the inaction and indecision at the White House in every 

aspect of the public's interest-- the tragic price we are paying for the Republi

can formula of trying to substitute popularity for ·.leadership. 

"During their first term in power, the Republicans were able to give the 
appearance of political leadership through personal popularity of the President 

and the desire of Republicans to stay in power, whether they agreed or disagreed 
with the President's popularity. 

"But Republican leadership is already falling apart during their 
second term in power. Professional Republican politicians know Eisenhower 

cannot run for re-election, and as a result he is unable to command 
any loyalty from his own party. His Republicans in Congress are 
already scurrying from the sinking ship. At the same time, the 
President's- unwillingness or inability to assert leadership in the 
public's interest has cost the President support he could have had 
from our majority party in Congress on many key issues. 

"Always, at the crucial moment, President Eisenhower has been absent, silent, 
uninformed) or uncertain about what he wanted. 

"The Republicans walked out on their own earlier recommendations for tax re
lief for small business. 

"The Republican Administration could not make up its mind what to do about 
America's collapsing farm economy, e"){cept keep Ez.ra Bens0n making speeches against 
the farmers all over the country. 
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"Repeatedly, the President has refused to use the authority and prestige of 
his office in support of the Supreme Court's decision on school integration -- un
til too late. Twice he refused to endorse the school desegregation decision of the 
Supre~e Court, and he threw cold water on proposals that he call a conference of 
Southern Governors to discuss racial integration of public schools. 

"Every public utterance from the President since the Supreme Court decision, 
including his shilly-shallying back and forth while we in Congress fought for 
effective civil rights legislation, contributed to the climate in which Governor 
Faubus dared to defy the United States law, in which the violent and disorderly 
minority have dared to take the United States law, in which the violent and dis
orderly minority have dared to take the United States laws into their own hands. 

"The American people have not been told the truth relating to new weapons 
development and so to Soviet strength and potentiality. We have been continuously 
fed a propaganda line that all is well. The political theme of peace and prosper
ity is being shattered by the realities of Soviet arrogance, Soviet achievement 
-·· and the development of economic t;roubles at home and abroad. 

"The Executive Branch is confused and confounded. It is without 
direction or guidance. Leaders of the President's own party are more 
interested in taking care of themselves, than in the President's 
program or the country. 

"The President could not decide whether he was for economy or against it, and 
he could not even keep his own cabinet in line in support of his White House 
budget. 

"Of course, his cabinet did try to follow Eisenhower's example during the 
recent critical session of Congress -- they spent as little time on the job as· 
possible, and always managed to be at the wrong place at the wrong time. 

"When we faced our showdown fight for a meaningful civil rights bill, Attorney 
General Brownell was right on the cricket line -- in London. 

"When we in Congress sought to. b:ring Secretary of Agriculture Benson before 
our committees to find out what he was doing to the REA, we found him hiding out 
in the forests of Idaho. He just took a little 52-day jaunt away from Washington, 
until Congress went home. 

"Of course, I suppose I should not complain. Farm prices took their only 
upturn, while Benson was hiding out. Perhaps our farmers would be better off if he 
would just stay from Washington all the time. 

"In fact, during the final weeks of the recent session when Congress was try
ing to complete action on legislation essential to our country, every cabinet mem
ber but three were away from the Capitol. 

"The Secretary of the Navy remained on the job. He was busy with some in
fighting with the rest of our armed services. 

"The Postmaster General was on the job, too. He had to st~y in Washington to 
make sure our postal workers did not get a raise. 

"It might be amusing, if it was not so tragic. Our nation begs for leader
ship. The wor~ begs for leadership. We need a President who will exercise his 
responsibilities, not just exercise. We r.eed a Presj.dent with the courage to make 
decisions -- whet.her they are popnJaJ· tdt.li everyone or not." 

-30-
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Poor Ike is having a hard time these days. ~ ~ 

SJ.nce a so-called 11 Modern Republican" lost tha\J Senatorial election 

in Wisconsin, Ike's about as popular as the Asian flu with most Repub

lican regulars. ----7T~------------------------------------------------~ 
..f. 

We 're getting an assist from the Republicans themselves, as they 

scurry from Ike's sinking ship. 

C~gressman Richard Simpson of Pennsylvania, chairman of the Re

ublicans' Congressional Campaign Committee, told the truth iu• once 

when he blamed the humiliating Republican defeat in Wisconsin on "inept 

leadership" from the White House. He suggests that Republicans avoid 

Eisenhower's coattails like the plague. My, how times changel 

"I got along without him before I met him, 
"And I can get along without him now. 

"I think that I'm twice as cute as he, 
"And I didn't like him anyhow . 

"Ike ran around with every guy in town; 
"He didn't care how much we let him down. 

"I got along without him before I met him, 
"And I can get along without him now." 

soon., 

As far as I'm concerned, of course, that's still just whistling 

in the political graveyard. Because the truth is, Republicans can't 

seem to get along either with Ike, or without him . 

Best They Have 

That's really a shame -- ~~ay~~ a~ weak a President as Ike has 

been, it's true that he's the best the Republicans have been able_ to 

p.,roduce j.n a long time -- and far better than anything they have to 

offer for the future. 

It is also sadly true that Ike was of little he lp to those of us 

in Congress, either Democrat or Republican, who looked to the President 

for the leadership we had a right to expect in the struggles of the 

past session -- for the urgently needed school c onstruction bill, for 

adequate defense and f~eign aid expenditures, and, yes, even for an 

effe ctive civil rights bill to which the Republicans are giving such 

lip-service these days. 

~ VI Always, at the crucial moment, President Eisenhower has been 

~~ absent, silent, uninformed~ or uncertain about what he wanted . ~ 

5,r~f ~he Republicans walked out on their own earlier recommendations 

" for tax relief for small business. , 

~ 
• The Republican Administration couldn't make up its mind what to~ 

do about America ' s collapsing farm economy, except keep Ezra Benson 

making speeches against the farmers all over the countryo ~ 

' ~ke couldn't decide whether he was for economy or against it, and/ 

he couldn't even keep his own cabinet in line in support of his White 

House budget. 

(more) 
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Law-abiding people everywhere , North and South, whatever their 
f ee lings about the wisdom of the Supreme Court's school desegrega tion 
program, have been shocked by t he ability of a small fraction of our 
people to ride roughshod over the great majority. 

In the hearts of millions of Americans today e cho e s the same cry 
of anguish so e ffectively voiced by Louis 11 Satchmo 11 Armstrong: What's 
wrong with my country?" 

Perhaps, worst of all, in our n ee d to act quickly to control the 
outbreaks of violence, we have r e ce ive d no guidance from the man to 
whom we must look first in time of n a tional crisis. 

As the forces of disorder and de fiance grew stronger and more 
confident, our Pre sident has offered us no l eade rship -- no firm b a se 
around which to rally in defense of the l aw . 

It couldn't have happene d under an Andy J ackson. 

It couldn't h ave happened unde r a Franklin De l ano Roos e velt. 

It couldn't h ave happene d under a Harry S. Truman . 

Perhaps Walter Lippmann be st phrased the dilemn a wi th which we 
have been faced in these troubled weeks when he wrote: 

"The situation is one in which the whole climate could be 
changed by a Pre sident who took command, who spoke clearly, in 
no unc ertain t erms, to the patriotism, the common sense , and 
the good ·-vill of the people . T•wro ought to be s ome body arOJ,l.nd 
whom the n a tion can r ally wi th confidenc e , risin above the 
pass1on o 1s anvenome s rugg c . But a t present the r e is 
no~ody who 1s unmistakably 1n command, nobody who is speaking 
clearly, nobody who is r eally working seriously to bring order , 
plan , purf.os o , and control into wh a t is in f act a drift into 
disorder. 1 

We in Congres s have wa tche d the meander i ngs of our rudderles s 
of sta te wi t h e ver-growing concern. 

But none of the President's silence and evasion h ave been so 
tragic in the ir consequenc e s as those during the.~ f our weeks 
when the whole country has searched de sper a t e ly for l eadership _ 
against the forc e s of l awl e ssness -- an d h as found none . 

Could Have Been Prevented 

I say tonight, as strongly as I c an, that tho tr age dies of the 
past weeks n ee d not have occurred. 

Gov ernor Faubus could not have defied l aw so fl agr antly h ad not 
Pre sident Eisenhower, b y his words and h is deeds , crea t e d a climat e 
favorabl e to defianc e of l aw . 

There was no violence in Little Rock before the tragically mis
guided Governor · threw troops around Centr al High School-- and ther e 
would not have b een violence if Pres ident Eisenhower had acted imme
dia t e ly to uphold the l aw of the United State s, and the authority of 
the United State s Courts. 

(more) 
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Repeatedly, during the past two years, Pre ~ident E~senh~or has 
demonstrated that he will not invoke the authorlty of hls offlce, or 
the power of the United States Government, against those who would 
defy the law laid down by the Supreme Court on school desegregation. 

His weakness and neglect has been an open invitation to de fiance. 

The violence of the past weeks is not r ea.lly unpr e cedented. In 
Alabama 18 months ago, mob-violence kept Autherine Lucy from entering 
the University of Alabama. When Pre sident Eisenhower was asked about 
such violation of federal law and order, what did he say? How did 
he spe ak out to head off such a tide of defiance? 

Here are his courageous words: 

11 I would hope that we could avoid any interfer ence ••• 11 

If you had been a Negro f a cing a mob, how would you have f e lt 
upon hearing tha t from your Pre sident? 

Refuses To Use Authority 

Repeatedly, tho President has r e fused to use tho authority and 
prestige of his office in support of the Supreme Court's decision. 
Twice he refused to endorse the school desegrega tion decision of the 
Supremo Court, and he threw cold wa ter on proposals that he caJ.:.. a 
conference of Southern Governors to discuss racial integr ~tion of 
public schools. 

Every public utterance from the Pre sident since the Supreme 
Court decision, including his shilly-shallying back and forth while 
we in Congress fought for effective civil rights l egislation, has 
contribute d to the climate in which Governor Faubus dared to defy 
United Stat e s law, in whi ch the violent and disorderly minority 
have dar ed to take the United States laws i nto the ir own h ands. 

Where tho mob f ee ls it can defy the l aw , it wi ll. Every day 
the government delays, e very day the President r efuses to assert his 
authority and l eadership, mor e peop l e dare to join the lawless. 

Within Presidential powe rs were many effe ctive measures . He 
could have called Governor Faubus' National Guar d troops into Feder8l 
Service to uphold the law, instead of flouting it. 

Or he could have appea l ed to the hoar ts of the peopl e -- to those 
hearts he s ays c annot be affe cted by l aws . 

He could have given cour~ge to tho law-abiding and the mo dera t e 
citizens -- tho grea t majority of tho peopl e -- in Arkansas and Lit t l e 
Rock, by go ing on the television and the r adio with a message to them . 

He could have thrown his eno r mous prestige and authority into the 
battle~ in support of our laws, of our courts, of tho courage ous Mayor 
of Little Rock, and of tho Little Rock School Board with its dese gre 
ga tion program. He could have sent Attorney General Brownell into 
t he courts for an immediate injunction against any interfer e nc e wi th 
the orders of the court. An injunct ion could have been obtained that 
day -- instead of thr ee or four or five weeks later . Or he could h ave 
flown to Little Rock, a nd l e d those children into the school by hand. 

There are many things Eisenhower could have done, many things a 
Pre sident who would make de cisions could have done . At the very l east , 
he could have r emained in Washington, in touch with the tense and 
dange rous s i tuation as it was developing . 

(more ) 
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Blow to u. s. Re lations 
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Tho s"tuation we n ow f c o is a tr a g·c culminat ion of eak executive 
l oade rsh· , on thi s as on o her vital iss 

I ' action on civil righ s p rotection a t t e White House just echoes 
on and inde cision in e ory aspect o: tho public ' s int rest--

tho r agic price we ar e payi g for tho Repub lic n formula o trying to 
su stituto popularity for 1 adorship. 

During the ir first t erm in power, tho Republicans we r e able to 
give the appearance of politicnl l eadership through personal popularity 
of the President -- and the desire of Republicans to stay in power, 
whether they agrood or disagree d with the Pr e sident's policies . 

But Republican l eadership is alro ady f a lling apart during the ir 
second t e rm in powe r . Professional Republican politicians know Iko 
c an 't run for r e - e l e ction, and as a r e sult h e 's unable to comman d any 
loyalty fro m his ovvn party . At tho same time , his unwillingness or 
inability to asso rt l eader s hip in tho public's i n t ere st has cost tho 

·-~-~·~dent support he could have h ad from our ma jority party in Congress 
man y koy issue s . 

Popularity Vs . Leadership 

From the star t, Re publicans hav e tri e d to su bstituto popula rity 
for r eal l ea de rship. They got b y with it for a whi l e , o ven though 
they gave us mediocrity instead of principle . 

Now they are r eaping tho harve st. 

Tho exe cutive branch is co nfus ed and confounde d. It is without 
direction or guidance. Loa de rs of tho Pres ident's own party are more 
int or o sted in t Ek ing c ar e of thomsol vo s, than in tho Pre sident 1 s program 
or tho country. 

Despite all the sloganeoring about "Pea c e and Prosperity" last 
f all, we hav e lo s t ground on both fronts. Our p re stige a nd influence 

• ,, 1 ~ ha s boon d angerously undermined by f a ilure o f our l ea de r ship in inter
~ national affai rs . Our so- c al l ed prospe r i t y is unb a l ance d and totte ring 
~~flS a r o sult of tho tr ad itiona l blindnes s of Republican e conomic 
~ philosophy a t homo . 

~ (more ) 
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Thoro arc two things tho Republicans can always be counted on to 

produce when they are in the saddle: a drop in farm prices, and a riso 

in interest rates. -----

Tho July issue of Economic Indicators, tho voice of tho President's 

own Council of Economic hdvisors, tolls tho story as well as I cculd. 

publishes a table showing far~ not income dropped from 15.1 

in 1952 to 13.3 billion in 1953, 12.7 billion in 1954, 11.9 

in 1955, and 11.6 billion in 1956. 

Alongside is a table showing net interest income has soared from 

7.4 billion in 1952 to 8.7 billion in 1953, to 9 .8 billion in 1954, 

10.9 billion in 1955, to 11.9 billion in 1956. 

Interest income, under Republicans, has surpassed farm income. 

Small Business Suffers 

But Ameri c a 's small businessman isn't much bettor off. He's 

getting it in tho nock too -- and this Administration seems unconcerned. 

It 1 s boon a rat her enlightening experience for me to act as chairman 

for a series of Senate Small Business Committe e hea rings on tax 

problems around tho country -- and hoar businessman after businessman--

Re publican businessmen, a groa t many of them--protest tho discrimina

tory neglect of. this supposed businessman's Administration. 

They havoa .right to be concerned. Business bankruptcies arc at 

an all-time high. More and more small independent business proprietors 

arc being forced to tho wall . 

i~ccording to t es timony su bmi ttod by the administrator of tho 

Federal Courts before tho House Appropriations Committee this yonr, 

Fiscal 1957 sot an all-time record high for the number of business 

bankruptcies. During fiscal 1957, ~3,361 firms wont broke, compared 

with the depression high of 70 ,0 49 in fiscal year 1932. The rate of 

failures is still increasing, and bankruptcies aro expected to soar 

still higher in fiscal 1958 to an es timated now all-time record of 

82,00 ' , according to Dun and Bradstreet . 

Costs of living for all of us arc at an all-time r e cord high, 

~nd still going up month by month . 

Prices have boon rising f as t e r in tho last eighteen months than 

in any other peacetime period on r e cord. Today , our dollar is worth 

five cents less than it was just last year . 

(mor e ) 
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Suddenly, .. tho 11Eisonhowor prosperity" of lust ye ar has boco 
"Republican inflation 11 of today, u not-too-surprising by-product of the 

upside-down, dollurs-beforo -pooplo e conomic philosophy of the present 
Re publican administration. 

It's th o same old Republican philosonhy of tho McKinley-Hoover
Mellon ora--the trickle down the ory of being concerned only about 
prosperity at tho top of tho ladder, with u condescending notion that 
if all 1s well umong tho woulthy, enough will seep down tho line to tuko 
care of tho r e st of our people. 

They boaste d about 11Eisonhowor prospority 11
, us long us·, profits 

soared ut tho top of tho economic ladder -- in big business, in big 
finunco. But they shut their eye s to tho i mbalance i 1 that so-called 
prosperity, and neglected the broad b a s e of our economy -- tho farmer, 
the smal 1 bu sino s smun, und tho average wage o arnor. 

i•s a result, we 'ro now ge tting tho same r e sults wo 1ve always had 
ovary time Republican forces have con trolled tho Whi to House. 

Yet all this is unde r a so-called businesslike , businessman's 
1\dministr a tion -- an adm i nistration tha t promise d us a 11 hard 11 dollar. 

Tho only thing ''hard" about tho Republic an doll ars is that they arc 
hard to got -- and harder to keep. 

Jmd now th<Jt they've cre ate d th i s me ss, V'T hat arc the y doing about 
it? 

They ar c just tighten i ng tho sque eze on tho victims of inflation. 
They ar c tightening cre dit -- when such action just channe ls credit to 
whe r e it is nee ded tho l e ast, and deprives it whor e it is needed the 
most. ~hoy arc usking f armurs to bu content with l oss, when collupsod 
farm purchasing powe r is already u depre ssing drag on tho r e st of tho 
e conomy. They nrc aski 1g ull of us, as consumers, to spend l e ss -- at 
a time whon most of us ar c finding it difficult to oven keep abre ast of 
rising costs of living. 

Friends, the gre ate st che ckre in to soaring price s is coMpetition-
fr ee , competitive enterpris e . Ye t this administra tion, a ft e r giving 
such lip s ervice to 11fr oe ontorpriso 11

, continuo s to pursue t ax, fiscal, 
and credit polici e s wiping out compe t i tion by forcing more and mor e 
me rge rs -- forcing the big t o be come bigger, by wi ping out opportunitie s 
for tho individual entre to survive. 

But you anything ye t to como. 

The y followed Andy Mallon's p hilosophy i n ge tt i ng us into this 
mo ss, yot the y now s eem de t e r mine d to aga i n blindly follow his 
philosophy in socking a way out. 

Lot me remind you about Il.ndy r.1o llon 1 s r eme dy for inflation, when 
he wa s se cre t ary of tho trea sury ba ck in the 1920s. Ex-President 
·furbort Hoover t olls us Mr. Me llon ha d only one formula: "Liquidate 
labor, l i quidate stocks, liquida te tho f a rmers, liquidate r eal estate. 11 

B. ccording to Hoover, Mr. Me llon i n si ste d that "wh en tho po oplo~go t an 
infla tion br ainstorm, tho only way to got it out of the ir blood is to 
l o t it collapse ". 

Now, most Rupublic ans would h e sita t e to bo quite a s fr ank about 
the ir intentions today -- but be lieve me , that's just wha t is b u ing 
planne d for tho American p eople . 

(mora ) 
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Behind closed. doors, safe from public scrutiny, tho people setting 
policy in tho pr e sent i~dm inistration find thomseluos closd to tho thinking 
of Se cretary Me llon. Thoro is pe rsua sive evidence tha t tho Administration 
is deliberately guiding our e conomy into a 11 plannod r e cession" -
supposedly to stop infla tion. 

Now, they're not quito ready to t oll you about it ye t, be cause they 
want to wrap it up in a nic e pack ago and sell it to you us anothe r groat 
crusade. It is a "crusade ·' which can mean untold hardship for • 
countle ss 1.morican families -- but dollars como before pe ople , in tho 
Republican philosophy. 

Pe rhaps you didn't know that this Administration had a "planned 
recession" in store for you next year, unless you arc a careful reader 
of eastern financial public a tions. 

Tho Journal of Commerc e discussed tho GOP dilemma in an editorial 
last July 15, entitled 11 To Toll or Not to Tol l ". 

That editori a l declared tho 1~dministration had como to tho conclusion 
that a "moderato r e ce ssion now;' was advis ab l e , to safeguard against boom
and-bust later on.-. But tho question woighiJjg · most heavily on tho mind 
of t ho Journal of Commerce, in tho r e st of tho editorial, was whether 
the American people should be l ot in on what their own government plans 
to do. 

From tho pe rformance of this government to date , I would dare say 
that tho people will be kept in tho dark if it is possible. 

Lot me warn you tonight that a '~cnnod rocoss,io:p". as a moans of 
combatting inflation, wo uld worl5: its greatest hardship on tho west 
whore you ne e d tho bene fits of a growing and e xpanding e conomy. 

'l'ight mone y and tight credit polio io s of tho Ei sonhowor-Ropublic an 
i.dministr a tion may serve tho entrenched interests of a static economy 
but · they certainly fail to moo t tho needs of now deve lopment, now 
growth, and now progres s so ne ce ssary to keep the dynamic west thriving. 

Businessmen nood to thlnk about the 11 r e adjustmont" tho Republicans 
have in store for them. It might b e we ll to r Lcall that back in 1953, 
that 's wha t Se cr e tary Benson was promising to do for our farm ers -- and 
he certainly has kept his IDrd . If by now you don't know what tho 
Republicans moan by "read justment", I'd sugge st you talk to some of your 
farmers. 

Shouldn't Be Surprise 

What we s oc b e ginning to happen should not como as any groat 
surprise to thos e who unde rstand tho philosophy of tho Republic an Party. 
It has not r eally changed in its thinking from tho days of '~l illiam 

McKinley. It has put on a n ow coat of paint, and has co i ne d a few 
catchy slogans such as "Mode rn Republic ans", but underneath all tho 
chromo and tinse l tho r o is tho s ame undyi ng belief that dollars como 
be fore po oplo. 

To date, tho ;idministrat ion has kept its intentions unde r c areful 
~rap s while it makes money oven tighter, inter e st r a t es oven higher , 
and socre tly orders a slash in oxp ondi turos . The planned "re adjustmon t" 
is under way . 

No one f avors infl ation, of course . But in tho process of fighting 
it, l o t's not kill tho patient . 

Remember, we had no inflation under Herbert Hoover; tho cost of 
living was down, and the value of tho dolla r was up. 

(morco ) 
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We ne ed, instead, leadership with vision and faith--faith ·in tho 

.h.morican people , faith in on o.Jq:> anding economy. 

~s Democrats, wo can be proud that wo have bo on the party of growth, 

progress., courage and faith down through tho years , in historic struggle 

after struggle be tween tho entrenched forces of economic privilege and 

tho well-being of all the people . 

Wo arc tho party of growth and pr-:gross today, instead of tho party 

of fear - and timidity. Vie look ahead, _._nstead of backward . 

You in tho west arc bound by spirit to tho ideals of tho Democratic 

Party. 

Tho spirit of e conomic progress, of surging ahead, of always socking 

advancement - - that dynamic spirit so prevalent in tho west is tho 

prevailing spirit and influence in tho Democratic Party today . 

We look to the west , and arc alert to its aoods and its groat 

potential . Wo look nhoad to oven now fronti ers for our nation, with a 

determination to grant long-deserved statehood to our fellow rtmoricans 

in Hawaii and Llaska . 

And, mo, wo 1r o looking to tho we st for now and greater Democratic 

victories in 1958, to exert oven greater influence on n~tional policies 

in keeping with the tremendous dovo lopmont under way throughout our 

western economic frontier . 

# # # # 
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