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GIFTED YOUTH VITAL., ~SHOCK TROOPS' IN FREEDOM'S STRUGGLE: HUMPHREY 

The United St'ates has not yet faced up to tl1e implications of the new com-

petition with the Soviet Union, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D., Minn.)·declared 

-this ·a-fternoon. 

.. 

"It is time we realized that the Soviet is waging all-out war on us, and that 
we are locked in a struggle which will demand every resource of our intelligence 
and our spirit if we are to survive," Senator Humphrey told the Minnesota State 
Association of Student Councils in an address at Thief River Falls, Minnesota. 
"We are in a one-game world series," he told the Minnesota student leaders, "and 
we c.annot afford to lose any more innings!" 

"The two Sputniks are signs in the sky that the race 
between the Soviet world and the West has entered a 
new, a deeper, a more profound dimension," he said. 
"We have been shocked into a realization that vre must 
engage the Soviet in every area in which human intelligence 
can be brought to bear, but our mm leaders have not 
yet charted the way for our nation to pull itself o~t 
of the spiritual and psychological doldrums of the 
past 1veeks." 

Senator Humphrey said that "what we need in Washington are more eggheads and 

fewer fat heads!" 

"It vras Soviet 1 egg.heads,' who got the Sputniks off the 
ground, and it '\-rill be .. American eggheads who get our 
nation off the ground -- if we but give them the sup
port they need," the Minnesota Democrat declared. 

- ' Anti-intellectualism -- the fear and distrust of thir~ing people - is a : ~ 
disease we simply must stamp out, just as we've stamped out small pox and typhoid 
and polio," Senator Humphrey said. "We cannot afford any longer the luxury of 
laughing at 'eg~1eads', as too often some have done, oro£ suggesting there is 
something treasonable about being an intellectual." 

"Frankly," he tol\1 his audience of Minnesota high school leaders, "I am on 
an egghead search. I am looking for more scientists and engineers, more gifted 
young people in every field of American effort. 

"For several years I have been striving to bring to the attention of our 
Executive Department the growing and now desperate shortage of scientists and 
engineers as compared with the Soviet Union." 

Las t January, he said, he began introduction of a series of legislative 

measures designed "to provide broad new educational opportunities for gifted 

young people ) and to encourage a radical increase in the output of .hmerican 

scientists, engineers and other professionally trained vorkers." 

"Every time I thinl~ about those Russian satellites saj_ling over our heads 
every ninety minutes, the thou~t is brought home hard to me that some 150,000 
top-notch young Americans this year, and last yea:r, and the year before, did not 
go on to college -- just because of financial difficulties," Senator Humphrey said. 

. "Vle cannot any longer afford to look on the losses among our budding intell~, 
ectual leadership as something that isn't our personal business, and our nation's 
business. 

"Every time a gifted young man or vroman fails to 
go on to college, or has to drop out of college 
because of a lack of financial support, we lose 
a 'battle in the cold war," Senator Humphrey said. 
"In this total struggle between systems of life, we 
must engage the enemy in depth. \'fe must have reserves. 
We must look far into the future." 

(over) 



''Make no mistal.{e about it, 11 he warned. "IG is not only Soviet missiles and 
rockets that face us. Nikita Krushchev has thrown down the gauntlet across the 
board. He boasts that the Soviet will be supreme in nuclear pov1er, in consumer 
goods production, in cultural activities, in agricultural production, in education. 

"If we cont~_nue to sit complacently vlhile the Soviet machine moves out 
ahead of us in these areas as it has in the fj_eld of mj.ssiles and rockets, then we 
shall inevitably see the majority of the world's population swinging into the 
Soviet orbit. For the ne w nations of Asia and Africa, representing the great un
committed weight of the -vrorld' s manpower and resources, are watching intensely the 
onrushing Soviet drive in science ru1d technology. 

"We should not fear this competition in itself, 11 

he said. 11 Wh1,3.t we must fear is that -vre -vrill not 
be intelligent enough, not deter-mined enough, not 
organized enough, to bring our superior potential 
to bear in this competition." 

"Citing the growing Soviet superiority in terms of numbers of scientiets 

and engineers graduated each year, the growing emphasis vithin the secondary schools 

in science and mathematics, and the increasing prestige of Soviet scientists in the 

Soviet hierarchy, Senator Humphrey said that his 11 youth Opportunity program11 was 

cnly "a first s tep in the path our nation must take to regain the respect of the 

'rTOrld." 

Chief among his several bills upon which the Minnesota Democrat announced 

he would press for Senate attention early in the next session, are the following 

proposals: 

1. A program of 40,000 Federal scholarships annually, involving 
grants up to $1000 a year, on the basis of' need and merit. 
Senator Humphrey said that the present need is for 11 at least 
three times as many scholarships 11 as are now available in 
American colleges and universities. He said that an ade
quate scholarship program 11 ought to be getting into college 
three out of four of the top 25% of our high school graduates 
- instead of two out of four which we are now getting." 

2. Long-term, low-interest loans, insured by the Federal Govern
ment just as housing loans are insured, providing a delayed 
first repayment until four years after completion of full
time education. 

A special incentive to encourage graduates to enter the 
t eaching profession would be included with a loan 1'-rrrite-
off" feature for each year of teaching, Senator Humphrey said. 

3. A new type of work-study program based on the highly suc
cessful National Youth Administration, "tThich helped more than 
t1ro million American students to continue through college 
i n the thirties by working at academic a:::1d seni-academic 
projects with college faculty and staff members. Senator 
Humphrey pointed out that a work-study program would also 
"help relieve the crushing work-load now being imposed on 
our college staffs and faculties." 

4. A specialized scholarship program to produce 11 grass-roots 
b d II 'd If h am assa ors -- young people) Senator Humphrey sa:L , vl o 

can speal{ the language of the region and who understand 
the customs and mores of the people with w·hom they are 
working)" in technical assis·tance programs throughout the 
have-not areas of the world. 

(next page) 
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Senator Humphrey emphasized that "not everything can be 

done through the Federal Government", and stressed the pressing 

need for higher teachers salaries to be provided by local tax-

payers and school boards, as a means of upgrading the quality 

of our national education. 

He also urged the student leaders to join in an effort "to 

develop systematic procedures to steer promising students 

into college," and suggested that they "mold student-body opin-

ion into a more favorable climate for the eggheads in your midst. 

11You student leaders have a real cballenge, 11 Senator 

Humphrey said, "to help mold public opinion into a realization 

that many American high school students can take a richer diet 

of education -- seasoned considerably more heavily with the 

physical sciences. 

11 In the generations of struggle lvhich face us and our 

friends of the non-communis~ world, it will not be me, but you 

and your children 1 who will decide the issue. It will be your 

faith and your dedication and your intelligence that will de-

termine whether the world will be free or slave. 

130-11/57 

"Let us hope and pray that my generation will 
have the foresight and the courage to decide now, 
before it is too late, to provide you with the 
opportunity and the training to carry on the 
battle on at least equal terms.': Senator Humphrey 
declared. -30-



Every time :t think about tbose Russian aatellitee seiling over 

QUr heads every ninety lllinutes, the thought is brougbt home bard to 

year, and the year before that, did not go on to college -- juat 

because of financial difficulties. One hundred and fifty tlloueand 

youngsters out ot tile top echelon ot tbe1r classes in high school 

,(1 Ol'tk' 

d:lc;l not:, 4 § study in eollege -- .Just. becauee ot a laQk of ratans 

to pay tor col.lesel 

How many of those who did not go to college ten years .ago, for -
that same reason, would now be avaUable to help our country in 

its oeu.perate shortage ot scientists and engineers -· bad they bad 

the chance? 

lverytime l get a briefing from tbe State Department specialists 

on the Middle East,. or India, ox- any otllttr part of tbe Asiian-Afri~ 



conceme4, I aa a.PP&lled once again by tbO tact that on.l¥ a 

handful of AmertC(Ins ean talk tbe .l.aQguage ot the peopl" ot Asia 

and Africa -- let alone of Burope. ~ lack ot a COliiiiiOtl language 

prepering through l.a.Dguase and area atwUes ror the cballense 

or .AJ:aertca •·s growing role in tbeae ~at 1: un4eJ'dtvtjloped areas ot 

the vorldt 

!he last ten fe&r& ·t.vo teen almost incredible cbaages l.n our 

world. 

Atomic en.-rgy _,. with all 1t.a sbattertng c!al:Jgers and unl1111ted 

opportunities ·• /-$'intruding into 0\ll" lU.• tllOre .-ob uaoa.tb. v• 

bave a bear by tbe tail, a loooraotive t._t tbr•tens to run •way 

4ownh1ll Vi th us. We have to tame this ue•t power before 1 t 

enslaves us, or 4eatro;ys us. 
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tt... beep-bMp-~o~!r~v- .. temte told us 

tbat we ha~ .~seed ~other thl'esbold ..... into tbe age of space 

flight. ll{o longer is it idle speow.at·ion tbat atan aarq some 4ay 

revol.utione.ry nature -· ~ !lestroying all our old ideas of 

-~ almost Clesperate the prQb.lem ot providiag enougb tcient1ats 

an4 techniciana or suffiCient CJU&lity "' ~gaU11 and hold, vo:rld 

leadersbtp in the technological 1$ett . 

J!Nt tbe vut RQli~ie:al changes 1n the vorld, in tbe relationship 

between. nations., tb.e brea!Np of the ald colonial empires, the 

creation o_t a new Soviet empire headed by ntblese and tenacious 

leaders, the birth of new nations and the l;"ising tide ot nat1onali801 



po• an equl c~~P· 
'fbey draratiae the- 1Uip4tr&t1 ve nee4 to tin« uons· our YOWl& 

also leaders for tbe next gene;ra~lon ln every .rea of our 80.CW 

and eeonomic lite. 

tt"&ined to deal with the peoples ot otbez nation•, an4 to lea& 

effort, tbat neea is mon itQPO:F6tive, more desperate tban ever 

fer tbe t-ruth of tbe UBtte:r ts tbat the ~ peasant 

nation that was the Soviet Onion even thirty years ago bae raiee.d 

itseU .... (e.t wbat ¢oat !n hW'DIUl suffering 8iD4 the loss ot b:w•n 

dignity <we ¢an only estimate) ..... to & high level of technological 

a.ccomplistuuent. 'lb1s remarkable teat cannot help but att"'ot 
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the - uatiou ~ ~p ¥-lws """ -I.Dg 

their fi_rat tal:tertng steps out ot 'tbeir (ISe•Old poverty and 

tbe ¥bole broa4 field of SOviet accomplia~nta~ 

It is not only Soviet mlatJlles and I'OOkots tbat tao us. 

fleet of missile-equipped su'bllu'tnee; and in ita ll\Jge stawU.og 

all .averse to the use of threats ana ot toroe 1 it need 'be . And 

kind or COIJQ>laeency, permitted tbe Sovtet Union to l.Mve us 

, /!)k. t Make no mistals.e .about it . Xt lL:s. not only SoViet ad sellae and 

we. 
rockets Mlllt face ... lUklta D!rubehe~ bae tl.lnMl 4own tbe . 
gauntlet ecro s tb;e board.. He boasts that the SOviet vUl l>e 

supreme i ucl.ear power 1 ln consUIDIU' gOOCls product ton, in 
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education. 

machine UlOve out abee4 o£ ua in -ttae• .,.. .. aa 1 t baa in 

the field of ' miaail.ea and rocWtta, then w ·•ball 1 v1 tabl.y 

the Soviet orbit. for the new- ut10tJ.a o:r Asta an4 Atr iea, 

var on u.a, and ttuat ve an loc1Ge4 1n • atrusgle· vbiob Will 

5·;.Jr1 J'f" JE/#JAJ/J) 
.I 1 ever,y "•curce ot our tnteUigence all4 0\a" a:pi1'1t 

i f ve are to au.rvUte. We are in • one• world. aer1ea and 
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between tbe SOviet world an4 tbe W at baa entent« a uv, a 

ieeper, • more profound d.tmenaion. We bave been abocked 

into a real.:lation that • IIILlat eusase tbe SOvi.t 1n every 

a-e.a 1 Which human inteUtgenoe Mil be b.rouab.t to lMtar, 

ut our ar.rn leedera bave not yet charted. tbe way tor our 

nation to pull itaelt out of tile apirit\UU.. an4 payehalogioal 

W shOUld not tear thi c 1t1on 1n ttael.t. What ve 

must fear 1s tbat • will not be inteUi.aent ea<N6b1 not 

potential 'tnbear in thts eoarpet.t1on. 

first of au I. we must decide to COII;P8te. 

That ia · 4ec1s1on wbich must be taken by the Presidant, 
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1 . 1oattons or ttd.s CQ~Weti tion. 

the eo · tmel' , 

otber 

11&1 : f bat 

tbat e1tbr tbe hea14ent 

1l" .s.D4a .t.t -

·. to tbe 
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"/ DHcl l 

J'l'aDkl,y I I 



/ d 

·bee418 ·~. 

ot e . ~1 t in 1• .... or bel'. !be 

need tbe au, it u b b. t 

lt poaeib 

toratarb 

poaittons ot leader• p J 

I - indicated 150,000· 

after b b ech l uation becau t · eial. 41tficultiea 
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clro,p .. out . after t tre,.-m year. Bow 

tlol.an t ' ~un~ to oreao :te wrork beoauae 

a ltv , tor tbeir tudl.1est 

I Juat 4aa •t thiU ve 

tbe · loaaea •-

--

l.osa to tbe 

ot a lack ot 

• In th • 
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YGIW.'J.g . ., I ab8U outl fo~. )"'ll 4;.n a t 

ot tbe 'i~ I 1J.eve OlD' Goventalllt , u4 abOUU 

t~ 1;; . ~ Oove!ft· Ullilm 

· ~1~ :tor otat \!'Oill2Q Jiiii~WH<~I.C'' IIJiet 
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job 1 ao t t be or ebe ·CU attcml 

to turt.ber tra1n1 ~ 

llllliL.Larv ot ,qoo 11 untllS..Uably lovf 
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over that 
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~t effects: to 1ve tboee Vbo ere &Oirla on to eolle 

• l'Wlrling stut 1 aD4 to tn:ter.ett . D:)t:t. · :te 

people Vbo pel'bape voul4 not otbel'Wiee eerioUely conai4e1" so 

to coUe • 

ror veral ,.,... l 'Ve been etrivina to brtns to t 

and the de . 

"IQrce-ted .. with acient1t1c uceti .... • recent st indicate 
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.- ~"""-Y 1e~~1~1e. to provide • 

corps ot yQUJlg men and WOMn to car17 .out a tecbntc.:L asa1stan¢e 

Pl"081'$DI .and a foreign economic polic;y vbit;b could alao acCOfJI.Plisn · 

wonders in winning the understanding of the peopl.ea at Asia 'IU14 

Mrica. 

personable q®1tiea as well as tor their 1nteU1gonCM1 toll' their 

4DU.1ty to get ·aloog under unuaual condition$ aa well •• tor tbetr 

technical skills. 

!hey $bould be cSrevn from ·.U leve~a ot our ~pulation, trom 

all parts of the country 1 especially trom rarm talllilies ·and 

known dtf:f'icUltiea, Vbo bflve ha4 to wol"k bu'd with tbe1r llinda 

and their bands. 'Tb.eee are the kind . . or yOWJg people vbo could 

wbo C$n talk t~ir ~ ...... both 11 terally .,.nd pbilosoplU,.uy -



-23--

\Q .,. ... in lD41a -e~v _ good, aol,id 

AlleJ>ican young men and woqen, tcusb.-.min4ed and pre.ottcal and 

knowledgeable. 

tives oversoas. And from tboee 11bo eventual.P' return to careers 

in the United states Will come leaders in AlleTican public lite 

Who Will brins to tbe g<werwaent and education tbe invaluable 

exper1en¢e ot detailed knowledge of peoples ancl plaeea vb1c.h 

are· tor the 8)8't part. today unknown to IJI)st Americana. 

Ano:tber student •id proposa.l Wbich I belieft v1U merit 

careful Consreaeional study, and for 'Whicb I am pn.par-ins legislation, 

is tb.e establishrlent ot e college work-at~ program ba&e4 on the 

h1gbly successful Mational Youth AdministratUpn program which 



lletwen 1935 -e~ ~~ion <l~ft:•rent •tlldhts 

were belpe,d to continue t:beir oollege educations 1n Uftei'ul work 

•t Americmn colleges and univeraSties, under tbe JYA. I bave 

revi vicg some s11Ular .work•s.tud;y p~. vhicb voul4 not -~ 

provide ioeOQle tor $tuclents in Jobs vb.1.cb aM closely ..Uted to 

tb.eir stud.t•s, 'but would fll,eo belp tQ relieve tn. crushing workload 

nov beinS i!fPOsed on our :eolleee statts ana t-.aulttea. 

All at tb.eae proposals can .bel.p the superior fitudent who has 

made up his mind to go on to college. 

theSe superior YOUD€l · peopl.e wbUe 'they ~ still. 1n bigb. school. 

is (l& important ·• pr<>gJ'Ul as aakiog it ftne.neial.ly poastl>le for 

tho111 to go on to college. 

student councils. Few persons $l'e more <a.ualifted to j udge tbe 

capa¢1ty and intelligence o:t a student tban b1s feUow et:udents, 
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._, or - bave '{;;,..@ ~J)~ know' hie 1'811114 back-

ground, b1s integrity, his· c:~1ty for work tar bet ter tban it 

!here is a real cb&llenge to &tucSent organisation bare . !'here 

st\l&tnts into college. And there is tbe equal challenge to encourage 

take courses which vill help prepere them to go on to b1gb.er 

educ;ation. 

Social pressure, as we. all know, 1·& a powerful an4 pe.JOvwsive 

influence on the actions of an individual. '. '""' It can be a force tor 

of disapproval in high school student bodioa tor those 1nd1 vidUals 

vao are,; serioue @boUt their stw11es. .Just as 6Ur nation as a whole 

must ry!Consi~r ita tendency to regard i!ltellectuol.s ae people 

our high schools b.a~ a duty to U10ld student body opinion into a 



..e6.. 

....... ,.~ climg.~ ~1r 1111 .... 
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tn tbe gellel'at~~~ · ue and_. ·rr1ell4a 

Of the non.o4'01DU111Qt WC»"ld, it wiU not be me,' 'bUt yQU and your 

¢blldt'en, wbo. wUl d.ecide tt1e tssue.. tt will be YO\U" tattb ·and 

your dedication and you:- inteUigen~ tbat wiU detera4ne Vbetber 

the WOtld Will be free or slave, 

~t us hope and pr$y ·th$t 1111· generation vUl n.ve ttie tore

signt $1ld tbe oo~e to 4e.ct4e noti, before .it 1s too late, 

to provide you vi tb the opportunity and the traiQiUS to ean7 

on tbe battle on at least eq,ual terms. 

l0/5/57 
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