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~Creative work and constructive development programs are 

precisely what are needed in all underdeveloped areas of the world . 

~This is particularly true now that the USSR has deliberately sought 

to build up anti-Israel armament and antagonism in the Arab world. 

The answer to Soviet meddling and to Soviet-manufactured crises 

in the area is to concentrate on positive, productive policies in ........ ------------
the long-term interests of the people and the region. 
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armament races, will bring 

In the midst of Middle East tensions and arms races, recent 

economic developments in Israel are themselves of special inter-

national significance. 

Within the past month, two dramatic developments of wide-

spread significance have occurred. The first of these was the 

successful completion of the drainage and reclamation project 

around Lake Huleh in northern Galilee. A dream of Israeli pioneer ~ 

for a generation, the draining of this huge marshland is the cul-

mination of seven years of concerted reclamation effort often con-

ducted in the face of military threats and border raids. 

removes a grave source of malaria infec-

tion, thereby benefiting neighboring Syria as well as Israel. It 



-2-

also turns 15,000 acres of swampland into rich cultivable soil, 

and provides 65 million cubic meters of water for irrigation 

purposes -- all in all, a tremendous contribution to human welfar( 

~ ~ second histor!e event is the recent announcement by the 

Israeli government of a new four-year, $300,000,000 industrial 

development program. It is designed to raise Israel 1 s annual 

output by at least 50% and its industrial work force by a third. 

In its emphasis on basid industry, production for export, modern-

ization of equipment, and provision of new employment opportuni-

ties, this new Israeli industrial development plan should be an 

incentive for other new Afro-Asian nations. 

-30-



' >' 
From tne Office of 
Senator Hubert H. Humpnrey 
140 Senate Office Building 
Washington 25, D.C. 
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"In tne midst of Middle East tensions and arms races, recent 

economic developments in Israel are tnemselves of special international 
\ 

significance , " Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D .-Minn .) told a Chicago 

audience last night . The Senator was in the city to receive the 1957 

annual "America-Israel Friendship Award" from the Mizrachi Women ' s 

Organization of America. 

"Within the past month, two dramatic developments of widespread 
... 

significance have occu:r€d , " the Senator declared. "The first of the se 

was the successful completion of the drainage and reclamation project 

around Lake Huleh in northern Galilee. A dream of Israeli pioneers for 

a generation, the draining of this huge marshland is the culmination of 

seven years of concerted reclamation effort often conducted in the face 

of military threats and border raids ." 

"The Huleh project removes a grave source of malaria infection, 

thereby benefitting neighboring Syria as well as Israel," Senator 

Humphrey said. "It also turns 15 , 000 acreas of swampland into rich 

cultivable soil) and provides 65 million cubic meters of water for 

irrigation purposes -- all in all, a tremendous contri bution to human 

welfare ." 

"A second historic event is the recent announcement by the Israeli 

government of a new four -year , $300,000,000 industrial development program, " 
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the Senator continued . "It is de s igned to raise Israel ' s annual ou:tput 
by at least 50% and its industrial work force by a third . In its 
emphasis on basic industry, production for export, modernization of 
equi pment, and provision of new employment opportunities, this new 
Israeli industrial development plan should be an ipcentive for other new 
Afro-Asian nations ." 

11Creative work and constructive development programs are precisely 
what are needed in all underdeveloped aret::of the world, " Senator Humphrey 
stated . 

"This is particularly true now that the USSR has deliberately 
sought to build up anti - Israeli armament and antagonism in the Arab world . 
The answer to Soviet meddling and to Soviet- manufactured crises in the 
area is to concentrate on positive, productive policies in the long- term 
interests of the people and the region . 

"This kind of endeavor , not new armament races , will bring peace 
and progress to the Middle East. " 

-30-



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


