
/Tonight, you start on another great adventure. You are entering into 

a new frontier. of service to .America, ·as you launch your 1959 March of 
AMGOLU. § 4 Jl"ft?F*P4i" 

Dimes Campaign. 

· f L Your frontier is the largely unc~ted domain which the National·. 
---~ A JQ "tr::!4:41AMWJL 

Foundation has boldly and wisely announced as its great nevr targets: --

An allpout drive against 

· - Arthritis and rheumatism 
) 

!P'-# 

~· Congenital birth defects 

~ 

Disorders of the central nervous system 

And ~-$his, 4 euruee, is in addition to your 
~- ~~ ' 

continuing effort in 

~ polio research and rehabilitation. 

~ I am here tonight to •rish you well ·in this -
It IJC<!t 

inspiring undertaking. i._ · ~ 
~r 

2 know that this legislator --

and I believe Congress Gt' tb U · ' ' l at •u a 
......... l:/Uin <a 

are with you - heart and souL 
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J, Your success . will be ...,Ame __ r_i_ca ... ' s and the world' s,.•••"'· For you will 

be eliminating or easing an incalculable amount of pain and suf'fering --
inherent in these mysterious diseases wherever and whomever they strike. 

THE WORLD'S NEED -- VOLUNTARISM 

'$, Jt is not just America, but the -vrorld which tonight -is watching 

your efforts with good will and good vrishes. 

~~e -vrorl~ needs your~_ex~rrpl..:_: For yours is by far the greatest 
~ 

\·Thich I made on behalf of better i-rorld health: --

human race desperately needs enl arged voluntary action against 

disease. It needs private initiative in strengthening teamwork 

beti.reen the medical arts and the layman. It needs enthusiastic 

vol unta.ri:sm -the very concept, the creed, the -~!~..!..9rse -

ivhich the National Foundation symbol izes ~~I&Ca4.0• • • 

~Tb be sure, there is a role for greater governmental effort, in research 
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hospitalization, public health services and rehabilitation. I l!!b 21 
-----~----·~ -~Y!Iiot'IIWS i ~ ___..,..,_,ito 111£~ 

But more important even than what government - local, State, and 

Federal - can do and shollld do - is >'l'hat private citizens can e and must 

do. 

BASIL O'CONNOR -- A SYMBOL OF SERVICE 

L, And if anyone anywhere seeks an example as to vrhat a single enlightened 

individual - a layman - can do, he need look no further than your great 

National President, Basil 0' Connor. He is the living symbol of vrhat a _____ _.._. 

leader can accomplish. 

all around us tonight, I see other individuals '\'l'ho represent -

the yoke of suffering from youngsters and 

adults. In order to fulfill the creed which is basic to every church, every 
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temple, every synagogue lZi!Pt: :i)! a :i:n !shis g;;;:M I i51!' • :' 111ght - the creed of 
~ 

giving of oneself in order that others 11 might have life and have it more 

abundantly." 

: -···~ 
,(That is why 70 million generous Americans will contribute to the March 

of Dimes . It is -vrhy one million women will take part in the Mothers' ~ch. 
_______ , __ ...,_'1'"' ··-.... ..,.. ......... .,.,..,_,...._.. .................. ,. ..... :11--=~~li«.;JI:....,.U .. .;,, : .... •,..<':>,'_,.,.,.. .•. ,),.,~·~··k'OJ'~.'f{>~~WIE.~~·~h.•"i.. 

It is ,.,hy over 2 million volunteers -vrill -vrork for the March of Dimes during 
-~~,.u..~l~~··'a\,Yll0ri\O''T.n'4.~~_.~.1~H:t".~o.l..-r1i'l-t~-"C\1,.•~~.t:•'-.'fori/;l\o\J.,_.:(I;V:"A~I.,IIo,!".l~iM"~l•lt~";;)fr-11:;1)1.t~•.;.·!\"'f.:.a''·',;.o'i"tlf,t.'..:~(,,!!•1-.;.;~~'o'f.t).:..(;';-..,:,t,.t1t~'lli,'\'~·(!Ji'J'Iy/' 

c~aign season . It is vrhy 80,000 dedicated Americans serve National 

Foundation Chapters on a year-round basis. 

The National Foundation's greatest deeds are still ahead. 

Your past and present leadership in the conquest of polio represents i 

one of the most stirring chapters j.il. the history of sci.ence . 

No-vr, your superb . organization, 'rl th its ~d and 1ested efficiency 
~ ---

and precision - is engaged in an infiniltelr broader 

I know you are going to succeed • 

task . 

} Every dime, 
/:;;;.. --:7 

. WHAT DIMES ~ DOLLARS ~ 

lA)~'-" ~ 
every dollar that ¥{ill'* col lectJit-advances by just that much 
~ 

the ultimate day vrhen 
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Mothers and fathers will be spared the heartbreak of ne\-1-born 

infants with congenital defects 

wJi ::-_ Jni~i~n Americans with ~tis and rheumatism will feel theit 

stiff joints, their deformed bones, their aching bodies relieved 

of pain~ 

just as bacteria have 

fallen, before man1 s saientific genius. 

THE BROADER USE OF SCIENCE 

) But scientific genius can do even more for America than conquering 

usease. scienee, can provi<ie a. link \vhich 

world today. 

strongest povrers en earth - the tl;ro leading protagonists iR the Nl.!l.elea.l!' 

Age - the United states and the ~~ 
J Theoe two mighty powers are todey divided by a wide gulf of s11-spicion 

and fear. Across this gulf has been hurled. endless insult _and vituperat;Lon,. 

~, 

Meanwhile, each fearfully continues to build up guided missilel -- nuclear 

only capable of devasting each other, but capable of 
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unintentionally pulverizing most of the world into radioactive rubble. 

~ .... L The ghastly spectre of thermonuclear war hangs heavy over mankind. 

And so, every possible action lvhich we can take to eliminate that 

spectre must be taken • ....,....... () A.J ...a rrS-Jl:J / 
~) 1.}/V" { 

~ Obviously it makes little sense for d~_c,tc:;:.s11 and laymen to be trying 

to save thousands of lives from disease and disability, if we do not do 

everything vTi thin the capacity of man to save literally hundreds of millions 
ers »"At'f meaz•••-.-OIIU~J.it:DI~ 

of lives, such as might be lost if ever ~ 
r 

~;;: is where medical science can fulfill its larger role. 

~M~di~~ne is:_ uni:r~~~~?~ vrith a un~;~~~~r:gd and 

a un,!Y_::;;*:;.:!:,,~~al. 

), Medicine can unite people whom political idealology divides. 
' L Medicine can bridge the 

people of every .......__ 

&AB~8i. 

~ That is one of the reasons why I ""nt to Europe, not only in my 

capacity as a Member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, but as 
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Chairman of a Senate Ql==_.._.__.._._ .. e 

international health 

entitled 11 International Medical Research. " For it documents the indebtedness 

of every American to scientists of every nationality in the conquest of 
,....,_ ..... ~ ~...,..M,... .. • _,.. .......o--* 

countless 

issues and 

THE GREATEST VACCINE 

j u~ . p But now)\ speak of >·That this type of man can dq....- in creating the 

most inrporta.nt vaccine of the 20th Century - a vaccine to immunize the •.• i 
• f .... 51 



~~-- r~ 
Pa.ge8 

.A 
US and USSR against the "viruses11 that could lead to war. 
~ ~ , 

I mean the 

deadly micro-organisms of distrust and fear vhich can :paralyze the intellect 
,Q. G ~ -

and lead to a thermonuclear holocaus~ . 
llv~~tuto ~"" o~ ~ 

J Jonas Sa.+k.A can help develop such a "vaccine, 11 

~ < -, (\ 

t 

~ 
and so can MJlll fellow 

scientists here and in the Soviet Union . They can do so and I :pray, 
~ ~ 

they will do so - •l!g ua -~-ta.J.King foreign :policy - but -
rather by deeds of science, by works of peace . 

~ 

( JU'reeizy, Americen and Soviet ~r<;,l;;,gists haVe been working side by 

.~~ 
side against man's common enemy. They and Polish, Czech, and other Soviet 

l!? ,1'1 

Bloc scientists are working in the Worl d Health Organization, and in the 

International Union Against Cancer, in Cardio-vascular efforts and in innumer-

able other medical fields, l ike your 0im. 

@ ~ So, i:;:h by: iW)l, the "big freeze" of' the col d ;rar is starting to 

thaw. But you '"ho made possible the extension of the Warm Springs 

Foundation, knovT that the fight against viruses is a long hard one, that 

i t takes infinite patience ~ resourcefulness and dedication. 
--""""/ f)_ ) ThAt is ;rhat I ~ppeal f'or tonight. I appeal f'o:=."~ · 

mobil ization of the peaceful resources of humanity t o find .aP utilize 
r-tmMn ..-mr ...,__.4\IMU I.ItftJJIQOR~~ ~~~ -

and perfect a "vaccine" of peace. 
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LT'nere vTill be no "one shot" cure. It vTill take lots of "booster 

shots." 

have nothing to fear from medical scientists cooperating to conquer disease ... T l - 11ii& ilibko!OWJIIWf~·H1 •)JitliJI!l&l'll Ja QM;~'t',~~ 

and thereby innoculating the body politic vTith friendship and mutual respect. --------taxtlllf g ........... S :idl'lLII:i ......... 

~So far, ~<te have not even begun to realize the larger potentalities of 

this effort. 

.. 
~That two · hours of my 8-1/2 hours 

meeting wi. th the 

S. Khruschev, .w medical cooperation exclusively. ..--r-- It is why I discussed 

this general subject - personall~ in detail and in a subsequent memorandum 
•.=...-:;; , / -- - -rtiJJ, ~ · /· ·~ rnc~~ · 

vTith President DYTight D Eisenhovrer, immediately upon my return. -+o (!;..Hlk'iw ~ 
(j;;;.., \J.A' ~ 

. ~ tfd.JJ,If~ And it is why, I am particularly gratified to report, both Heads of Y~ 
4. .....:... 

State responded, not only -v1armly, but enthusiastically to specific Health 
~ - c 



Page 10 

4- Further implementatinn ·and broadening of the very fruitful 

. .. A.-a &.t.si.~ . 
medical exchange provisions under the Lacy-Zarubin Agreement -- bet,.,een "' ~~==~;;;;;;;--
USA and USSR. 

~ Addition~ progress in increasing the two wa:y flow of medical 

data, including fuller 

personal contacts betw·een medical scientists in the t-vro blocs through 

~ 
freer correspondence and

0 
visits. 

/r!JJ- "FuJi speed ahead" on plans for an International Health and 

J(!) Joint Soviet-US 

c-Jw,-rL# 
collaborationA commencing as soon as possible, 

Medical Research Year, possibly in 1961. 
'¥"" 'lllii « 

in one particular new project of universal interest -- a campaign for 

intensified peri•natal research, so as to facilitate healthier babies for 

mankind. 

~~- EXpanded physical rehabilitation efforts, at home and abroad. 

(j) You of the National Foundation are especially interested in both the 
--~--------------

latter two points. 

),l ~ You realize 

)/ 
that birth defects constitute the most important unmet 
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medical problem of childhood today. An estimated 250,000 infants are born 

each year with some significant defect. 

What heartbreak, what socio-ec.onomic loss - that stark statistic ,__ ......,_ 
~ 

m~ ~t"SCIID •lfliN:U!!@! 1 tmeml;J:t iftY::4lt!I!Billfe!'e !IJ!!e:t'~i ~ •' 

"G~4~ ¢f:tl.;.ztrlaz!~~ Scientists :rimv believe that vrhat is termed 

the peri-natal period, conmencing the 20th vreek of pregnancy and extending 

through the first month after birth, represents a field for study and 

~ 1~ 
medical action ~ results are almost incalculable in terms of health 

A 

of the JiUman family cr> /-/d~ ~~ tLvc v:~-
L Every__! ;;conds a baby is born in the USSR. Every 7-l/2 seconds, a 

baby is born in the US. These babies are the future of our tvto countries. 

Surely US-Soviet differences must not be allowed to diminish by one iota 

what Soviet and American medical scientists may be able to do for the 

unborn. 

~Still another joint Soviet-US effort would be in a fiel d dear to 
~ 

the hearts of you 11ho have been laboring "in the Lord' s vineyard of health" 

the area of rehabilitation. This, too, is a frontier to which the Foundation 
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has magnificently responded, and where, as you so well know, infinitely more 

needs still be done. cf~) 

@ /These, then, are but the beginnings. You have roy assurance that in 
~·~ p ~= I' 

the 86th Congress, connnencing January 7th, I, for one, i·Till do everything 

possible to help advance the·se and other objectives. 

THREE OTHER CONGRESSIONAL OBJECTIVES 

) I should like to list now three other Congressional targets as I see them: 

~ c- ~_.52-..._ 
~and foremost '!l ft ~-·· fer zQ li rn a 

oi'l ~(LaQ.~ ~ ~·· ilaegfllliet:Cn to create a 'nevr 

. . ~IM.l{W41k ' 
National Institute for International Medical Research~_. authored by the 

universally acknowledged "Dean" of Congressional health legislation, the 

tor Lister Hill of fl~1r.-W:&r ~-
- ~J 

United States vrould grant~UfJ~ 

~million dollars annually umhilil the !ii'If9*mhha 1i16 'ihe 8eeioh•y of &sHla, 

Ml!illaiW .. ?iWtll'illl•s•:::=•tii?C.~~ee to strengthen~ 1d ~t disease 

.and disability. 

I i.. How i.rould this money be utilized? It would be expended by our great 

National Institute of Health in direct financial grants abroad for specific __.,.. 
~""'*' 
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·re.sea.rch projects and experirqent.s in and institutes • 
.......... ----- . -~···. .., 

It -vmu.l,d be used to encourage and support the rapid international ;interchange 

of knovrledge and information concerning disease and dis·ability, inclU:din,g the 
-------- -r.~.,.,~"-"~ ·~'t ""'titr'""' 
~;;;...... .. , .... """' . . ·~ 

holding of international conferences. It would be used ga · ' zv to step v.p 
. II. 

. ' 

the program of J-:9aining scientists th.r0ugl;l.out the world, meaning an increaE;le 

. in . e::x:cb.~e.s and feUowshi~s . -
Lon 'il;tfitrtJr point, no one 
~ . 

need remind y0u of :the Natior).al Foundation ... 

( 1-Ti th your own admirable Health Scholarship Plan on the home front) - how - - - . 

important is the task of training of additional health nersonnel. 
· 1 !llilliUIIIII nil* ·• • r 1• •Gil• • iillllllitw =-

/...seconiily, we .must use~ to ~the hungry and malnourished of 
,',• I, • •' .'< 

~ ·scientist a:fter scientist has told me, "S~Or, · how will it ~1 

mankind if' medical science continues to reduce :j.il.fant mortali t.y, but . if 

the very children vrhom 1ve are saving from birth injury and infectious 

... ~ ' . . -~ _. 

di.seases are to fall prey later on to malnutrition and starvation?11 

~Obviously, as the population of the earth increases, there must be 

more food :for the additional roillions o:f mouths and stomachs. .._ 

where America's bountiful food must be 

That's 

constructively used. 
; ',• 

'·· .. _ 

,· . 

. ' 

... 
'· ·, . 

_ .. _:·· ·. •' ' .' 



Page 14 

~~ 
Fortunately, we have begun to use this great ttJf'~, but all too often 

only with reluctance and halting ste:ps~~iil!ln,...a•••IJJ••**-••.,. 

Now, by virtue of new amendments to the Agriculture Trade Development 

and Assistance Act, ~o:pularly knO"\m as Public lavr 48oj. '1 Ojs i 9 g u, 

,.,e are beginning to use so-called "surplus food" constructively in the 

.~~~fi!,.;;!; -
·zr i 1 2 1 t ulepel!f1 regions of the globe. We are selling more of our food, 

at reasonable :prices, and then using the foreign currency earned thereby 
'I' W<£ "U!rWH Mw ·._ ,.. ·-

to hel:p strengthen local economies. 
~Jiaiilzlslf511Mol_ ~M·~~~ 

~And included in such local uses must be an increased effort directl y 

b ' ',. @§¥ a ]n 2 ?P· 

EXPAND rumABILITATION 

a --J Thirdly, we must greatly e:x;pand our national effort in the field (Y' ~~·= 
~~-rehabilitation. 

We must reduce to a minimum the enormous backlog of handica:p:ped 
~ ¢GZJ """- $ I *aut~ 

millions of individuals who have been 11 sitting on the shelf" year after 

year. Thus far our Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, has unfortunately 
~~~.,-~~~""" 

been denied sufficient resources not o~~el:p many of each year's 
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w~;!!!; disabled, but to cope with the accumulation of cases 

from past years of neglect .and disinterest. 
• "Mf 4 n ryr 

~Had it not been for the National Foundation and other organizations 

together vrith dedicated individuals, like Dr. Hovrard Rusk, and our own 

~~o'ftM· 
Doctors Frank Krusen and Frederic Kottk~ we couldn't have made as nruch 

progress as \fe have to date. 

~ But much needs still to be done. I, for one, 1vould like to see a 

National Institute of Physical Rehabilitation, as a spearhead for research 
) 

in this developing field. 

INTERIM SUBCOI>1HITTEE REPORT 

On January 31, 1959 the Subcommittee on Reorganization and International 

Organizations -wbichhas been~ the international health stuey, 

~ 
vril1 file A report ,nv &889iP'iil!ii~Q'V Td *b *be *'eco1 u*i e~ nnd.., nrM:!isitJ 1\M uaiN' 

JlleeM.. It is still too earl y to state vrhat \fe will attempt to set forth 

in that report, for that awaits the decision of the full 7 members of the 

Subcommittee. It is up to rn:y colleagues, for exanrple, to decide on 

~ 
extension llllltz:i; ••••le+ii of our study; but I do believe we wiiiL continue for 

another year. 

? 
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~ 
••kli:: rF)lbit,Wmnwi+Jpel.;l~ijt there irlll be included an 

~~ 
. account of r~ observations __, in the course of ~ t~ip. There ivil l be set 

forth a list of' all the hospitals and research centers -vrhich I visited 

together '1Ti th members of the Subcorrnni ttee staff. I can recal l no•r, for 

exa:!!q)le, the children' s hospitals "1-Thich I visited in Paris, in Stockholm, 

and in Helsinki v7here I savr, incidentall y, :!.,, lliiPilll••lli.A~ a · great many - --.... 
youngsters afflicted ivith congenital defects. I "\ril l tell of my vis± to 

a Hoscow Cancer Institute vThere I recall seeing among others, numerous 

chil dren afflicted ivith cancer, and I "~rill tell of other experiences 
I 

in the course of the trip. 

noi-T, specifically some of the institutions which I 

personally visited: 

In Paris - The Radium Institute and Hospital, The Pasteur Institute, 

The Maternity Hospital and the Hospital for Sick Children. 

In Geneva - The headquarters of the Horld Health Organization vhere 

I consulted with Dr. N. G. Candau, Director General, and WHO experts on 

virology, malaria, genetics, and many other specialties. In Geneva, too, 
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I visited the Intern~tional Labor Organization in connection vr.i th 

occupational health and other problems . 
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Q1tM$MI:IW I 

f · c~ 
~In Stockholm- The Calolinska Institute's Centers of ~acter~~~ 

I 
and In:nnunology, Children's Hospital and Institute of Cell Research. <: r ...- 'f"W It -rNfJ _ , 

~ In llelsinki - The B~ain-~e Institute, The Institute for Occupational ' 

Diseases, Tumor Center, The Children's Hospital, and others. 

~ In Hoscm< - The Institute of Experimental Therapy and Pathology of 

, "'' .)~ ... a.~~ The Institute for Experimental Physiology. ~ ~ ,-s ~ 

.. 

In Oslo - The Radium Hospital, the Institute for Internal Medicine . 

In London - The United Kingdom Medical Research Council 

I spoke 1-rith MD' s and PHD's, with Nobel Prize vinners and young, 
........... .-....- • 1117 

up-coming scientists. I discussed health with many Cabinet Ministers of 

Health and ;vi th diptl..o.mats and poli teal leaders - vr.i th the President of 

Finland, The Prime Minister of Sweden, the Acting Foreign Minister of 
~ ~1 U.·l<~- ~ i /Jllidl~~-u~ , 

Norway?) and others. I discussed it ;nth representatives of the l>Torld 

Council of Churches, and of the National Catholic Welfare Conference. 



~~ 
Page.l8 

should be to help strengthen the "base" for foreign discovery. 
~~~ .. t1 

vie definitely 

A 
do not seek to deprive Western Europe of its leading scientific talent by 

encouraging, for example, mass emigration of scientists to the States. 

Indeed, we should help and encourage foreign countries to expand their own 
E' ,. 

facilities "in their mm backyards", so that they themselves are more - -
capable of helping to unlock the mysteries of disease. But the basic fact 

bold 

is that European scientists can use~ carefully worl\.ed out "Marshall Plan11 

-- ·-
of medical research. . Why? Because European scientists have still not 

wz .....,. m r 

fully recovered from the 6 lost nars of vlorld War II and from the anemic 

budgets allocated to health ministeries in the innnediate post vrar era. 
hich should include, of coursej other regiOBG of the vrorld, as vrell-

This "Mar shall rould not cost in dollars but the tinest fraction of 

of our own domestic needs and it should not be conceived as a one-1·ray 
~ 

street. 

~ I p' M Europe1 yes, Latin America, Asia, and Africa, have a great 
I i.p tl;Je fj el d of zd P1? 6OS 5 f?it ii11i:JI.P :i e 

deal to ~ive us_ in new dire_ctions of discoveryj. ....... Europe and~ each 

other area must do far more for itself -- it must raise the budgets of 
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It must quit penny-pinching on medical research necessities. What I am 

~ 
suggesting therefore parallels ; the suggestions }?4Lister Hill. But I am 

d UllltlMuuaJ!IIIillll~~ 
~·. 

recommending that each region of Europe and o:f the -vrorld reassess its mm 

medical budget . and see if it can 11break through'' to a higher l evel of - . 
support ffir research. Present national budgets in most countries are ...... -- ... -.. 
pitifully small in relation to other :far less significant uses o:f ~ 

resources 

n> 1 ' 0 am not in :favor cilf the United States doi11_g :for any country 

what that country can do and should do :for i tsel:f. But I am in :favor o:f 

a helping hand in medical research wherever it is justified, as it is 

indeed in many countries. One o:f the goals o:f the International Health 

and Medical Research Year should be an increase in the level o:f effort 

and expenditures by the various nations for medical research. The 
through the International Cooperation Administration 

United States can and vrill ~lay its role unilaterallr, bilaterally/ and 

multilaterally throufsh 1-lRO, UNICEF and other agencies. 

CONCLUSION 
'~--... ·-~·~ 

inspiring~alling on us to do Great vistas lie ~e:fore us -...., 
• 

our very best. 

'· 
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A Jonas S 1k can help change the course of medical history, 1mrking 

in collaboration 1-Tith other selfless scientists. 

J(But, as I have indicated, ~~iting in the Soviet Union and 

1mrking irlth his counterparts there can evoke friendship and ivarmth 
/ ; 

which are indispensabile if the larger challenge of peace is to be fulfilled. 
I 

J.., I can assure you that I 1rould i'ar rather see the peacei'ul news oi' 

Dr Salk and the news of the National Foundation 1 s ifOnderful plans fill 
- t u n•-

~ the Nation 1 s and foreign newspapers, 'bbair3ir £ 
7 J .._. to see the oft-quoted 

belligerent statements of ::ll:llll•lll?•ll!!lea!P' Generals and Admirals, talking about 

destruction imich they say they are capable of unleashing,.se ' i the 

One type of ne-vrs - medical research - arouses universal hope and -
faith; the other - military threats - excites ugly fear and vengeful 

recrimination from behind the Iron Curtain. 

Z To immunize against such fear - that is our task. 

L. A "vaccine for peace" -- to this, you of the Foundation vrill contribute 

in the drive vrhich you undertake tonight. For news of your success 1-Till 

circle around the ~Vorld and will inspire the hearts of men everywhere. 

# 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


