
MOBILIZING OOR FORCES FOR JUST AND LASTING PEACE 
Address prepare Hubert H. Humphrey 
D., Minn.) at ' Banquet" of the Society 
of the Little F , ~oom Palmer House Hotel, 
Chicago, Monday night, January 19, 1959 

Your excellencies, Reverend Fathers, distinguished 

guests: 

I would like each one of you to know bow profoundly 

grateful I am for the honor which you have conferred upon me 

tonight. 

To receive this citation from so inspiring an organi-

zation as the Society of the Little Flower is an unforgettable 

experience in my life. 

But to receive the honor in this particular field, 

for whatever I have been able to contribute toward this, the 

greatest goal of mankind -- the prevention of world war -- this 

is even a dee~r source of gratification to me. 
" 

In my ten years in the United States Senate, I have 

been privileged to work for many objectives. But, I can assure 

you that no goal bas been dearer to my heart, as I know 

it is to yours, than the maintenance of a just and lasting 

peace for the Family of Man. 

I mean a peace with honor, NOT peace through 

appeasement. Appeasement is the road to dishonor and 

disaster, I mean peace through integrity and strength. This 

is the road to success. 
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For four serve as 

Chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Rt•arMK.X.Disaraament. 

Before our Subcommittee have come some of the most distinguished 

experts in our land - military, diplomatic, political , scientific. 

The grim comments which they have made on what thermonuclear 

conflict would mean to the world have convinced me that there 

is no service any Senator could possibly perform whi ch is more 

important than to seek to spare t he world the devastation of a 

global conflict. 

We know that it is NOT the will of God that this 

planet be disintegrated and inci~erated into radioactive rutlie. 

We know ins~d that this world of ours should be a world 

of peace, of freedom, justice and mutual respect. 

On~ould recall many inspiring messages from the 

Vat ican down through the years on behalf of relEving maalx mankind 

of the crushing burden of ammaments and of the great fear of 

war. 

Let me recall for the moment one particular historic 

expression; the Christmas, 1955, address of the late Pope Pius 

XII, when he warned against continued indifference to the 

problem of rad1active fallout from nuclear testing. At that 

time, he emphasized: "an obligation r;n conscHence of nations 

and of their leaders" to seek effective agreement on banning 
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atomic weapons e~~~~se of such weapons 

and reaching an ~e~s~ ofUrmaments control. 

Vigilant enforcement, of course, i s till the key to 

the problem . But the goal remains the same -- a peace of 

genuine security. 

And so with Saint Francis of Assisi : We pray to Divine 

Providence, "Lord, make us channels of Thy Peace. " 

Mobilizing Power for Peace 

And if we are to be instruments of peace, then, in my 

judgment, we must mobilize our power for peace. 

It will take more than FIRE POWER. The fire power 

of atomic bombs and hydrogen bombs, of guided missiles and other 

weapons systems alone is not enough to preserve the peace. 

Of course, we must be militarily strong, supremely 

strong . We must have armed forces, so modern, so well equipped 

that they are not only capable of defending our country, but also 

capable of deWrring aggression in the first place. 

The Alarming Missile Gap Between u. s . -U.S. S .R. 

And here let me note that what bas been termed the 

missile gap between the u. S. and the U. S .S .R. - a gap to our 

serious disadvantage - this gap is not being closed, in my 

judgment , and I am by no means alone in this view . 
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Available gap is growing 

wider. 

And this alarming discrepancy between the missile 

strength on both aides is in tx-•t• ilself a threat to the 

preservation of peace. 

So, I say, this missile gap must be narrowed, and it 

must be transformed into a gap IN OUR FAVOR, with the free world 

clearly ahead of the Soviet Union in missile strength. 

The Congress must very carefully examine the President's 

budget, as submitted today, ·in order to determine, among other 

things, the adequacy of appropriations for guided missile research, 
development and operations. Indeed, our entire national defense 

structure needs and will receive by Congress, a careful and 

objective examination. We must be sure that our military forces 

are adequate for our commitments and leadership responsibility. 

Detailed hearings must , of course, be held to examine 

the adequacy of these missile funds. For the moment, all that 

can be said in advance of such hearings is that there is unfor-

tunately, strong reason to doubt whether guided missile work as 

scheduled under the budget will be at ,...a a pace and in a , 

scope necessary to assure us missile supremacy at an early date. 

So, too, we have similar well substantiated doubts as to whether there 
is adequate federal coordination in the missile program, even at 

this late stage of development. 
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must be deterred by free world fire power. Soviet material 

strength must be deterred by American and free world material 

strength. 

But if ever we were to come to rely upon fire power 

and material strength alone, then our future would be bleak 

indeed. 

OUr gtestest strength in these United States is 

our Spiritual strength, and it is upon spiritual strength that we 

must place our ultimate reliance. 

I mean the spiritual strength of lo4 million church-going 

Americans of all faiths. I mean the strength of belief in a God 

of l mve and justice and righteousness, whose will is peace for all 

men. 

Our Communion with Enslaved Peoples 

I mean ·the stren~ of our communion with all the 

peoples of the world in our common aspiration for liberty. 

I can assure you, it was not just a coindidence that 

before I proceeded to Moscow, I made one particular stopover; I 

visited the Free City of West Berlin, 110 miles behind the 

Iron Curtain. 

I went there in order to demonstrate unmistakably to 

the Soviet Union {which I was scheduled to visit less than a 

week thereafter) that the United States is bound indissolubly 
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with the people ~~~~mon effort to maintain. 

tbe liberty of W~~~tpt(t of democracy itRk like an 

island in a sea of communism. 

So, too, we are bound in spiritual ties with those 

unfortunate people who remain behind the Iron Curtain. I can 

asanre you that during my days in the Soviet Union, I did not 

and could not forget the plight of the one-hundred million 

people of Eastern Europe who suffer under the cruel yoke of 

atheistic and imperialistic communism. 

The American people will never forsake them. The 

American people honor the peoples of Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
d "//C /1. 1'\ ;;AJ u the B l'ilc States, the Bllil•*- states, and East Germany for 

l:/'k<.S 
their devotion to the ~of freedom. 

Our hearts go out to Joseph Cardinal Mindzenty and 

to all the people of martyred Hungary . 

Our thoughts go out to the devout people of Poland 

that brave country which was first to take up arms in the 

defense of freedom in World War II, the auntry which was sub-

jugated not by one pppressor, but by two; yet, the country 

whose spiritual voice still speaks so eloquently, so courageously 

through Cardinal Wyzinski. 

These are the thoughts which bave been in our minds and 

which will remain in our minds, because the plight of the captive 

nations is a subject close to the hearts of all of us. 
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so, too, I t t we must have confidence in f irm anti-

eo unists ho, by their recor , ve d onstr ted that they ar 

not naive, they vill not be taken in b.. f 'alse promses 1 but t t 

they ar alert and vigil t when they contact Communist le der s. 

of Po-wer 

But contact is not 

Power i esse ti , power in reserve., ower in action - - for peace. 

Here I am OT ape ing of Fire P wer. 

I em s ing of: 

Spiri tusl Power 

Food Power 

Health Power 

Science and due tion Power 

Capital and Technolo • Power. 
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