
Supplement To Senator Humphrey's Comments 
Prepared Vor Del ivery Sunday J une 28, 1959 
Svenskarnes Dag 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

TRIBurE TO S'WEDISH BIOCHEMICAL RESEARCH; 
11WITH U.S. AID 

1 
STOCKHOlM SCIENTISTS MAY UNLOCK THE SECRETS OF UFE" • 

I want to digress for a moment to tell you about one particular phase of 

Swedish-American cooperation. It represents one of the most inspiring subjects 

in all the annals of the warm cooperation between our two peoples. 

Last Thanksgiving - November 1959 - I spent in Stockholm, as part of my 

official Western European tour. My purpose there, as in other European cities, 

was as Chairman of a Special Senate Study to gather information on a subject 

which concerns every one of you in this audience today - and your loved ones -

and mine. 

I refer to the challenge of healthier, fuller, longer liver for the Family 

of Man. 

Our host at a Thanksgiving luncheon of the Swedish-American Society was a 

great man of science - RECTOR STEN FRIBERg of the world-famous Karonliska Institute. 

He delivered a glowing tribute to Swedish-American cooperation. 

Present at the luncheon were Swedish businessmen, trade unionists and scientists • 

. Th1included an outstanding woman doctor, named: DR. NANNA SVARTZ1 of the 

King Gustav V Research Institute in Stockholm. Dr. Svartz is a leading specialist 

in arthritis and in ulcerative colitis. 

During rn:y stay in Sweden I met with: Prime Minister, TAGE ERLANDER1 Minister 

of Commerce Lange; Secretary General of the Social Democratic Party Aspling; the 

Director ~f the White Collar Federation - Mr. Valter Aman; and others. 

We discussed many matters of interest to our two peoples. But I must say, in 

all frankness, there was no single subject which was of greater interest to me than 

this matter of our scientific cooperation. 

For with Rector Friberg I had visited his institution - the ... Karolinska 

Institute, one of the great research centers of the entire world. 

The Institute comprises the medical faculty of the University of Stockholm. 

It is universally regarded as one of the greatest centers of PURE RESEARCH to be 

found in the world. By "pure research", we mean research in which the scientists 

are given the fullest, freest opportunity to e~lore any scientific problem, 

irrespective of whether it may affect any particular disease or any other specific 

need. 



Page 2 

Pure research is the very heart of scientific research. For out of it comes 

the fundamental - applied - knowledge which we use in attacking specific 

disease problems. 

In all Europe, I met no abler or more dedicated group of men than I saw 

at the Karolinska Institute. Fortunately, these men have at th•ir disposal 

superb modern facilities. Not only is their equipment some of the best in 

the world, but it is characterized by the well-known Swedish qualities of 

orderliness, cleanliness, ample apace, closeness to the outdoors, etc. 

The buildings of the Karolin~}nstitute are not erected like skyscrapers. 
relatively · 

Instead each structure is/low in hef'ght, horizontal in sweep, compact, but built 

close enough to other buildings for maximum effieiency. The whole atmosphere of 

the Institute is dedicated to the individuality of man. 

Among the scientists whom I met were: Professor Hugo Theorell (who visited 

Minneapolis in 1956) and who had won the Nobel Award a year earlier for his 

studies of oxidation enzymes; Professors Berndt Malmgren, Carl-Goranlbden, 

Torbjorn Casperson and others. 

These men and others are studying the innermost secrets of life itself. They 

are studying for example, the nucleic acids of the cell. They are studying the 

human genetics - the genes by which man's heredity -his height, the color of his 

eyes, his build, his strengths - are transmitted. These genes are so tiny that 
electronic 

they cannot even be seen by the most powerful/microscope. 

The ultimate results of their research may have effects on cancer, arthritis, on 

dealing with problems of the aging in ways in which it would be impossible to 

foresee at the present time. 

Let me just sum up my experience by stating this: 

1. The United States Government, notably through the Nati. onal Institutes 

of Health, is helping to make it possible for some of these superb Swedish 

scientists to do their work. For sums of money relatively small, (in this age of 

$77 billion budgets) we are mobilizing scientific talent in a way which will pay 

off incalculable dividends to the human race. 

I tefer to small grants like tl5 1 000 or $251 000 for particular research projects. 

This money which we are spending in Sweden probably represents as constructive 

an expenditure as the United States is incurring anywhere in the world. 

2. The miracle of Sweden is that a country of around 8 million population 

is already contributing to scientific knowledge in way that countries five and ten 

times its size are not matching. 
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Why ? Let me suggest f'our reasons: 

·(a) Sweden's great system of universal education - from lowest to 

highest levels; 

( b ) Sweden • s deep humanitarian interest in the dignity of man himself 

and in his well-being. This interest is expressed in its comprehensive system of 

social insurance; 

(c ) !he f'act that Sweden has been able to live at peace when so much of' 

the rest of the world has been at war; 

(d) The enormous contributions 'Which have been made by a private 

organization - the Alfred Nobel Foundation. It has done so not simply through 

the Nobel prizes, (which have been a great incentive), but through scientific 

grants to stimulate research. 

(e) The fact that Sweden is a genuine democracy to its core. Every 

individual is judged by his merit and can grow and develop. 

(f') The fact that Swedish national character is based on independence, 

determination, initiative, representing the very finest qualities of the 

Scandinavian-Viking tradition. 

(g) The fact that there, Government)cooperatives and private industry 

each contribute to the national scientific whole. 

upon my return to Washington, I brought this meesage of' Swedish achievement 

to the attention of the Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, It was 

then considering a Bill under which the United States will spend up to $50 million 

abroad through a new National Institute for International Medical Re~earch. That 

Bill has now fortunately been approved by the Senate by a vote of 63 to 17. 

It is pending before a Subcommittee of the House Commerce Committee. Unfortunately, 

it does not appear that the Committee will report the Bill to the House this year, 

although it may take action early next year. 

I can think of few ways in which mankind will be more benefited than thDough 

the passage of this Bill. 

### 



001266 



00\267 

-~ 



Speech by Senator Hubert H. HUmphrey (D.,Minn.) at 
Svenskarnas Dag, Minneapolis, Minnesota, June 28, 1959 

~ -,_~-
I am happy to join with you in celebrating two great 

June eYents -- one solemn and inspiring, the 150th Anniversary -
1}>o 
~ 

LJ_ 
of the Swedish Constitution -- and one~and refreshing, yo < ~ 

<::: ' ( > 5 > s (J~ t(,. 
annual midsummer day festivities, which we celebrate today. 

o us have recorded, time and time again, 

engineers, and s who contributed so much to American 

industry. 

element of you added to our fr tier society on occasions 

such as t ~s -- the folk dances, the family pic the may-

I have been re-reading Swedish history, and I note that l kt.f,.:::;..; 
~ 

a headstrong King, Gustavus IV, was the unwitting godfather of 
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the 1809 Constitution, just a~George III had a lot to 

do with our own American Declaration 

~lite tree of liberty has grown and flourished mightily, 

in Sweden as it has here. ~ Wi ~~ t was in 1921 that the 

franch~ 1:1.~~~o:~ts; I was 
t A 

about to say that we took this calculated risk here a century 

·~- some parts of our nation where the franchise can not 

yet be freely exercised. CJ)~~~· ~-~-)-----~ 
~But, in this interval between the past session of the 

Foreign Ministers' Conference in Geneva and the next meeting, 

beginning July 13, I am most keenly interested in the skills 

of diplomacy which Sw·edish leaders have developed over the 
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centuries -- indeed, have had to develop in a country not 

as fortunate as ours in having thousands of miles of ~ 

....l~ between it and the turmoils of Europe~~ 
. f/l1~ 

So, when I pay tribute, as I often do,. to the Secretary-
Jl 

General of the United Nations, I am mindful not only of the 

man, and of his keen intelligence and tireless efforts in 

~ 
the cause of peace, but of the long tradition of Swedish 

diplomacy which formed and molded his approach to the affairs 

of our troubled planet. It is a mighty comfort to have the 

first-rate mind and great heart of a man like Dag Hammarskjold 

4l~+-
dedicated to thJ ;elfare of mankind~d I wish we drew upon ~ 

7\' {.,1A..I I '-I 
him and upon the United Na:;;;t__more often than we do.___.. Bw. '/ 

We need, all of us, to do a great deal of sober thinking 

in this interval between two encounters of the diplomats of 

Britain, France, the Soviet Union, and ourselves. 

~A word of deserved recognition for the Foreign Ministers 

L 
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de MUrville -- is a professional diplomat. The others ---
Selwyn Lloyd and Christian Herter -- I am proud to recognize 

as fellow-politicians who have, through long experience in 

international affairs, acquired great professional competence 

in the difficult art of diplomacy. 

~None of the; of course, has the seniority in office 

of Mr. Gromyko. But then, none of them has been treated 

by his chief with such scant respect as Mr. Khrushchev has 

spoken of this same Gromyko -- who, and I quote the Soviet 

dictator, "will sit on a cake of ice if I tell him to." 

/___ Khrushchev has also claimed -- and this may well be a 

~~ 
more difficult task for his foreign minister -- that h~will 

"> 

even smile upon command. 

There were few Soviet smiles - commanded or otherwise -

at Geneva. It becomes increasingly clear that the Commun~s 
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are determined to have Western Berlin and its more than 

two million people in their power .... sooner or later. 

Of course, their time-table is a flexible one. The 

date of May 27 - which Khrushchev has confided he set by 
;::::==-

gazing at the ceiling - has came and gone. 

~Some find this reassuring. I am not so certain. It 

may merely mean that the Soviets, thinking that time is on 
-;::::::s--

their side, see no reason for haste.l 

Whileithe first round t Geneva is 

minds, let' put on the recor the reactions of he pro-

fessionals the diplomats. ere is how Wallace Carroll, 

the capable orrespondent of th New York Times, r cords 

powers, 

n their relaxe moments, frankly ther such 



~" B .. jp i" p· OPl.e . The s trength of the Soviet 

£d--
positio~rises from the bard facts of geography -- the 

.1'1 

location of West Berlin as an island 110 miles inside the 

Iron Curtain . 

he strength of the Western position is that Berlin is 

more than an i s land - very much more . It is an island of 

freedom . 

~Its people are a free people, who as recently as December 7, 
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in a free election, rejected Communism by a vote of over 

98%. They have as their leader a vlise and gallant man, whom 

~ 

I am proud to count as a personal friend - - Mayor Hilly Brandt . 

He knows iihat freedom means , because he imbibed it for 

.,. cr 
years at one of its purest fountains - i n Scandinavia.• And 

he is daily reminded of freedom by his beautiful and talented 

Norwegian vTife. 

~dom :hines out beyond the tragically narrow limits 

of West Berlin. Every hour of the day and night , men and 

women from Eastern Germany are taking this o:te n door to liberty. 

~They are serving, if I may say so, their own personal 

ultimatum against Communism and _all it stands for . 

~eedom reaches beyond Eastern Germany, even beyond the 

restless people of the satellite nations . It glimmers in the 

darkness in which the Russians themselves - the first victims 

of Communism - exist . 



-10-
00\27 5 

~We see it reflected, most nobly, in a Boris Pasternak, 

daring to bear witness to the truth that is in him. 

Freedom is habit-forming -- once a man tastes even 

a little, he wants more and more. This is the yeast that 

is working under the dough-like surface of Russian diplomacy 

--and working f'or us. ( ~. 
()_ AJff.J 1 -= Jk 
~tf~ ~reedom will not shine forth unless we ourselves keep 

it bright and. untarnished. ft 
~Lately I have had occasion to protest at the wholesale 

fashion in which facts the American people areentitled to know 
::z=- ~ 

are 11 classified11 out of their reach. 

If this trend continues, the published reports of impor-

tant Congressional hearings may some day become almost as devoid 

of news as IZVESTIYA and as barren of truth as PRAVDfu 

(for the benefit of those few Americans who aren't 

studying Russian in ten easy lessons, PRAVDA means 11 truth11 and 

IZVESTIYA 11 news 11 
-- and let no one deny the Soviets have a sense 
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~ 

~ t Many of the _f_a_ct_s""""?b""'e_i_ng kept from our people relate 

today to another question now under negotiation at Geneva 

-- the banning of nuclear tests . _ ~ l ~-{ 
-til~~ 

It may be that we shall have to agree to disagree about 
--"-

Berlin - - and we of the West must , of course, stand firmly on 

tA 
our right to maintain garrisons in Berlin until a legitimate 

/ /r~-_f}.-4£~/~~~f-
peace treaty has been signed . ~ t~~ ~7 ~ 

------------~~. ~~~ 
But there is a real possibility of a negotiated test ~ I{~ 

ban agreement , even though some very knotty points remain ~ 
to be resolved. -~wK~?J 

,t( Our negotiators, under the able leadership of Ambassador 

James Wadsworth, have carefully observed the two golden rules 

I 
of dealing with the Russians -~ don't give in and don ' t give up . 

<:: =-= ~ 
First, they have not given in. 

~cause free peoples are anxious for success and distressed 
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by continued disagreement, there is always the danger of 

letting the Communists outlast and outtalk us, and of 
<::a > 

settling for less than we ought. 

' 

~Our~ has been too tough-minded~ 9111611Mmrb 

this temptation. 

~Second, they have not given up. 

To give up, when there is the fa~est prospect of 

ultimate success, is just as bad as to give in. For it 

would snuff out one of the few candles lighting the way 

to lasting peace. 

~I ba¥e been privileged to work closely with the men 

in the Administration who have been responsible for our dis-

armament efforts -- first with my fellow-Minnesotan, Governor 
~ 

Stassen, and now with Ambassador 1-lads,wrth. There is no room 

for partisanship where so much is at stake. 

~ndeed, the issue cuts across party lines. Sober and 
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responsible men in both parties think the risk of an agree-

ment too great. I respect them, and the patriotic impulses 
r~ 

which motivate them -- but I think they are dead wrong. 

},Above all, I think they fall_ to·~~~ 
risks of prud~nt agreeme?t the risks of continued tests. And 

I cite in this connection the words of a man who was never 

accused of softness toward Communism -- the late John Foster 

Dulles~TI:~~•~"~Lillii:•i~!r!::ii:!rl(!@!~,.a:'':feme5!1a::::lllcB!&!RIIIi!!i~S~7.11~eRc!!SHt!IIS~b~b""c"'s~sili§BFI!!r:s:ft~------> 

- :::::::::> 
~ §33 nt he said : 

~t to balance risks ••• It is my belief that 

they can be reduced to dimensions so that the taking of that 

risk involves less jeopardy for our country and for the human 

race than the risk of doing nothing and allowing this menace 

to go on in increasing proportions ••• ~~ 

} .... is, ironically, in the very magnitude of this horror 
~ ~~ 

that overhangs us -- 11 this sword of Damocles 11
, as Mr. Dulles 
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called it -- that the most powerful motivation for agreement 

lies. 

Radioactive fallout is no respecter of Iron Curtains 

or ideologies -- it turns up in the caviar of the commissars 

just as it has turned up, I regret to say, in our own Minne-

sota wheat. 
-:?== 

The other day I said in the Senate that there is "a 

concerted effort somewhere in Washington -- I imagine in the 

defense establishment itself" to persuade the American people 

that a test ban agreement would jeopardize our security. 

I have examined all the available evidence with the 

greatest care - including much which is not yet in the public 

domain. I approach this question with a mind open at all times 

to new facts - but I have seen none as yet which suggest that 

the risks of the right sort of agreement are greater than the 

absolutely appalling risks of no agreement at all. 

I 
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This also, I lmow, is the viei-T of the State Depart-

ment . 

A great Frenchman - Clemenceau - once said(war is 
= ;.-;---- • 

too important to be left entirely to the generals .~ 

If that be true of war - as I think it is - it is a 

thousand times as true of_ peace. - ----

~e should give earnest attention to the expert 

opinions at th~~~!: and to those of the Atomic Energy 
-~ s 

Commission. But vre must not, we can not yield to them the 

ultimate power of decision over our destinies . 

It is the responsibility of statesmen to use the experts , 

not to be used by them. {_ 4~Y!l;f!-~~rrfl 
As a Senator, I have a number of interests -- too many, 

same of my friends caution me, although that is certainly better 

than having too few . But I do have one absolute priority. 

My priority -- and yours -- is peace. 
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~tever native abilities I have, whatever experience 

I have gathered in the high posts to which the voters of this 

state have elected me, I shall use unsparingly to contribute 

what I can to the achievement o:f this great purpose~~ ( 
. ~ ( 

I support the President in his refusal to discuss Berlin at 

-,-!~ 
the summit under the shadow of~ ultimatum- however shrouded 

4u)~ 
in Communist double talk re may be. 

~ut I would strongly advocate a summit conference once 

there is a prospect, based upon continued progress in the 

- - ~ 
curren~t ban negotiations, that agreement is within 

reach. 

That would be a summit, not of disillusionment and 

despair, but of hope. 

That would be a summit with no other ultimatum than 

the yearning of the peoples of the world for peace. 

~I:f only the nuclear powers can reach an agreement on a 
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vital issue, then there will have been a start, a very 
~ 

important start, towards the goal of peace. 

MY friends, it is profoundly sad that we must spend 

part of this festive occasion talking of crises and nuclear 

weapons and fallout. 

~The real fallout from America should be of food for 

the hungry, medical care for the sick, education for the --
illiterate -- and the tools and capital for the half of 

humanity which is striving to break through to the 20th 

Century. 
~ 
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TRIBUTE TO SHEDISH BIOCHEMICAL RESEARCH: 

"WITH U.S.AID1 STOCKHOLM SCIENTISTS MAY UNLOCK THE SECRETS 
OF LIFE" 

I want to digress for a moment to tell you about one 

particular phase of Swedish-American cooperation. It rep-

resents one of the most inspiring subjects in all the annals 

of the wardyooperation between our two peoples. 

Last Thanksgiving -- November~ 1958, -- I spent in 

Stockholm, as part of my official Western European tour. 

MY ~urpose there, as in other European cities, was as Chair-

man of a Special Senate Study to gather information on a 

subject which concerns every one of you in this audience 

today - and your loved ones - and mine. 

I refer to the challenge of healthier, fuller, longer 

lives for the Family of Man. 

Our host at a Thanksgiving luncheon of the Swedish-

American Society vras a great man of science - RECTOR STEN FRIBERG 
" 
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of the world-famous Karonliska Institute. He delivered a 

glowing tribute to Swedish-American cooperation. 

Present at the luncheon were Swedish businessmen, · 

trade unionists and scientists. They included an outstanding 

~ 
woman doctor 1 named DR. NANNA SVARTZ, of the King Gustav V 

Research Institute in Stockholm. Dr. Svartz is a leading 

specialist in arthritis and in ulcerative colitis. 

During my stay in Sweden I met with: Prime Minister 

~ ERLANDER; Minister of Camnerce Lange; Secretary General 

of the Social Democratic Party Aspling; the Director of the 

White Collar Federation - Mr. Valter Aman; and others. 

We discussed many matters of interest to our two 

peoples. But I must say, in all frankness, there was no 

sigle subject which was of greater interest to me than this 

matter of our scientific cooperation. 
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For with Rector Friberg I had visited his institution 

-- the Karolinska Institute, one of the great research 

centers of the entire world. 

The Institute comprises the medical faculty of the 

University of Stockholm. It is universally regarded as one 

of the greatest centersaf PURE RESEARCH to be found in the 

world. By "pure research", we mean research in which the 

scientists are given the fullest, freest opportunity to 

e~lore any scientific problem, irrespective of whether it 

may affect any particular disease or any other specific 

need. Pure research is the very heart of scientific research. 

-:c::::::::== -== 

For out of it comes the fundamental - applied - knowledge 

which we use in attacking specific disease problems. 

In all Europe, I met no abler or more dedicated group 

ofmeH~at the Karolinska Institute. Fortunately, 
1\ 

thesemen have at their disposal superb modern facilities. 
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Not only is their equipment same of the best in the world 

but it is characterized by the well-known Swedish qualities 

of orderliness, cleanliness, ample space, closeness to the 

outdoors, etc •• 

The buildings of the Karolinska Institute are not 

erected like skycrapers. Instead, each structure is 

relatively low in height, horizontal in sweep, compact, but 

built close enough to other buildings for maximum efficiency. 

The whole atmosphere of the Institute is dedicated to the 

individuality of man. 

-- -------
Among the scientists wham I met were: Professor Hugo 

Theorell (who visited Minneapolis in 1956) and who had won 
~--

the Nebel Award a year earlier for hisstudies of oxidation 

enzymes; Professors Berndt Malmgren, Carl-GoranHed~n, Torbjorn 

Casperson and others. 

These men and others are studying the innermost secrets 
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of life itself.~ They re studying for example, the 

ey are studying the human 

genetics - the genes by which man heredity - his height 

the color of his eyes , 

transmitted . These genes are so tiny that th 

be seen by the most powerful electronic microscope . 

The ultimate results of their research may have effect s 

on cancer, arthritis , on dealing with problems of the aging 

in ways in which it would be impossible to foresee at the 

present time . 

Let me just sum up my experience by stating this : 

1 . T.b.e United states Government, notably through the 

National Institutes of Health, is helping to make it possible 

for some of these superb Swedish scientists to do their 'o~ork. 

For sums of money relatively small, (in this age of $77 billion 

budgets) we are mobilizing scientific talent in a way which will 
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pay off incalculable dividends to the human race . 

I refer to small grants like $15, 000 or $251 000 for 

particular research projects . 

This money which we are spending in Sweden probably 
~~---------------------

represents as constructi ve an expenditure as the United States 

in the world . 

2. The miracle of Sweden is that a country of around 

8 million population is already contributing to scientific 

knowledge in a way that countries five and ten times its size 

are not matching. 

Why? Let me suggest four reasons : 

{a) Sweden' s great system of universal education - - from 

lowest to highest levels; 

(b) Sweden ' s deep humanitarian interest in the dignity 

of man himself and in his well-being. This interest is expressed 

in its comprehensive system of social insurance; 
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(c) The fact that Sweden has been able to live at 

peace when so much Dlfl the rest of the world has been at -vrar; 

(d) The enormous contributions which have been made by 

a private organization - the Alfred Nobel foundation. It has 

done so not simply through the Nobel prizes, (which have been 

a great incentive), but through scientific grants to stimulate 

research. 

(e) the fact that Sweden is a genuine democracy to its 

core. Every individual is judged by his merit and can grow 

and develop. 

(f) The fact that Svredish national character is based 

on independence, determination, initiative, representing the 

very finest qualities of the Scaddinavian-Viking tradition. 

(g~ The fact that there, Government, cooperatives ~ 
~----------------~/ I 

and private industry each contribute to the national scientific 

whole. 
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Upon my return to Washington, I brought this message 

of Swedish achievement to the attention of the Senate~-

~tee e~ T.ahar and PuNic Welf;ge. It was then considering 

a bill under which the United States will spend up to $50 

million abroad through a new National Institute for Inter-

national Medical Research. That bill has ntJ t 'f ' ely 

been approved by the Senate by a vote of 63 to 17. 

~ It is pending before a Subcommittee of the House '1 ~ 

~mmiffue~ Unfortunately, it does not appear 

that the Cammitteew~ll report the bill to the House this 

year, although it may take action early next year. 

I can think of few ways in which mankind will be more 

benefited than through the passage of this biful. 



I ~ 
call these 1 as you lnow, The Vlorks of Peace. 

~These are the real purposes of the democracy that 
v 

\ z 9 \ 

Sweden and America share -- and that we celebrate today. 

Mr. Khrushchev has said that our grandchildren will 

live under Communism. 

I have the feeling t hat it is his grandchildren v1ho will 
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~ in freedom, 

The example of Svreden 1 s 1809 -- of our 1776 -- are 

not lost in today's wide world . I hold with Jefferson, who 

declared: 

11All eyes are opened, or are QPeiling, to the rights 

of man. The general spread of the light of science has 

already laid open to every view the palpable truth that the 

mass of mankind has not been born with saddles on their backs, 

nor a favored -few, booted and spurred, ready to ride them ••• 11 

--:;:::-

June 26, 1959 

}/ 
( 
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~'Is the United states really keeping up with the 

Russians in the development and production of long-range 

and intermediate ballistic missiles? 

I skip over two questions relating to French and British 

attitudes, because I am an American talking to Americans. But 

I lay great stress, as Mr. Carroll himself does, on t~last -- ;::.-

question: ----11Underlying all the anxiety of the diplomats is the 

question of leadership. The West would have much less trouble 

repulsing the Soviet thrusts, the diplomats feel, if a strong 

lead and dynamic new ideas came from Washington. 11 
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~e all rea in scho 

be capt 

time a in from sleep, 

n 

President, in his message to Congress 

~$ve1 Sa z &ll:J 0 &$ 1 declared that "It is not the goal of 

the American people that the United States should be the richest 
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I am happy to join with you in ceJ.ebrating two great 

June euvnts -- one solemn and inspiri.n1i1 the 150th Anniversary 

of the Swedish Constitution - - and one f!J3.Y and refreshing, your 

a.nnual midsunmer day fest:l.fities , which we celebrate today . 

All of us have recorded, time and time ae;Un, the great 

part that Swedish inm:ligrants have played in building up our 

country - - the peasants who became our pioneers, the craftsmen, 

engl.neers 1 and scientists who contributed so much to American 

industry . But we have perhaps insufficiently recognized the 

el&~ent of ~iety you added to our frontier society on occasions 

such as this - - the folk dances 1 the family picnics 1 the may .. 

poles you set up amidst our forests . 

I have been re- reading Swedish histOrJ, and I note that 

a headstrong King, Gustavus IV, was the unwitting godfather of 



the l8Q9nConstitution1 just as George III had a lot to 

do with our own American Declaration of Independence . But 

I know that 1n the case of your' Swedish forefathers , as of 

our Founding Fathers, the seeds of liberty had been gerniinating 

e. long time beforehand. 

'!he tree of liberty has grow and flourished mighti.4' 1 

in Sweden as it has here . I note that it was in 1921 that the 

franchise in Sweden -was made universal for adults; I was 

about to say that we took this cal.culated risk here e. century 

earlier, but l am obliged to dmit that there are •• to our 

sbarne - - sane parts of our nation where the franchise can not 

yet be freely exercised. 

But, in this interval bet1reen the past session of the 

Foreign Ministers ' Conference in Geneva and the next meeting, 

beginning JlJJ.¥ 13, I am most keenly interested in the skills 

of diplana.cy which Svredish leaders have wveJ.oped over the 



as fortunate .as ours in having thousands of miles ~ ,salt 

water betveen it and the tunnoils of Europe. 

So, when I pay tribute, as I often do, to the Secretary• 

General of the United Nations, I am mindful not only of the 

man, and of his keen intelligence and tireless efforts in 

the cause of peace 1 but of the long tradition of Svedish 

diplomacy which formed and molded his approach to the affairs 

of' our troubled planet. It is a mighty comfort to have the 

first-rate mind and great heart of a man like Dag Hammarskjold 

dedicated to the welfare of manki.M, and I wish we drew upon 

him and upon the United Nations more often than we do. 

We need, all of us, to do a great deal of sober thinking 

in this interval between two. encounters of the dipl.omats of 

Britain, France, the Soviet Union, and ourselves . 

A word Of deserved recognition for the Foreign Ministers 



•• M. Couve 

de MUrville •• is a professional ~t. The others --

Selwyn IJ.oyd end Christian Herter ·- I am proud to recognize 

as fello·,r-. ol" .. ici ns who have, through long ~rience in 

international a.ff'a.irs1 acquired grea.t professional competence 

in the diff:cult art of di plomacy. 

None of th of course, has the senio._ty in office 

of t.t.~ . GrOI!l\Yko.. But then., none of' them has been treated 

by his chief' with such scant respect as l:lr., Khrushchev bas 

spoken of this same G!'Ciey'ko - - who 1 and I quote the Soviet 

dictator, '\1ill sit on a cake Of ice if I tell him to. " 

Khrushchev has also clatmed .... abd this may weU be a 

more difficult task for his foreign minister - tbat he will 

ven smile upon c0llll1.land. 

There were rev Soviet smiles .. cOilllr.rJanded or otherwise .. 

at Geneva. It becomes increasi ngly clear that the C~e 



are determined to have Western Berlin and its more than 

two million peqple in their power •• sooner or later. 

Of course, their time- table is a flexible one. The 

date of May 27 - which Khrushchev has confi ded he set by 

~zing at the ceUing • bas CO!lle and gone . 

Same find this reassuring. I am not so certain. I t 

may mereJ.y mean tha.t the SoViets 1 thinking that time is on 

their ide, see no reason for haste. 

While the first round at Geneva is fresh in all our 

minds 1 let ' s put on the record the reactions of' the pro-

fessional.S .... the diplomats. Here is how Wa.llace Carroll, 

the capable correspondent of' t he !2 ~ Times , records 

their reactions: 

11 
••• the professional. diplomate of' the Western powers 1 

in their relaxed moments, frankly discuss with each other such 

questions as theset 



t•Is the Un1 ted States reall.¥ keeping up With the 

Russians in the development and production of long- range 

and intermediate ballistic missiles? 

"Are the United states am ita allies maintaining 

sufficient anned strength, particularly on the gro.wld1 to 

deter the Coo:munists from risking small ~ rs?" 

l skip over tho questions rel.e.ting to French and British 

a.tti tudes 1 because I am a.n American talking to Americans . But 

I iiAy great stress, as Mr. Carroll himSelf doest on the last 

questio..Y1: 

"Underlying all the anxiety of the diplomats is the 

question of leadership. The W st would have much less trouble 

repulsing the Soviet th..'I!"USts, the diplanats fetl1 1f a strong 

lead and dynamic new ideas came :fran \fashington. " 

rtf friends 1 the Russians at Geneva certainly acted as 

if they were negotiating from strength ... fran overwhelming 



strength in conventional \ve pons (and, therefore, in the 

capacity to wage limited wars) and, I fear1 .fran strength 

in ballistic missUes as well . 

We all read in school the story of Emperor Augustus, 

whose general, by the na.me of Varus I permitted his arnw to 

be captured - and how 1 realizing the grave blow this had 

struck at the security of his Empire 1 Augustus awoke t1me and 

time again frolll sleep, shouting: 

"Varus, Varus, give me back my J.egions J" 

I hope - · and I speak as an rican rather than as a 

partisan •• tbat we shall not, in days to cane 1 be driven in 

sim::t.lar f shioo to ask this Administraticn 'What it did with the 

position of strength it inherited 1n 1953· 

Only this year 1 tbe President 1 in his message to CQt6ress 

on the Mutual S cur1ty Act, declared that "It is not the goal of 

1:he American people that the United States should be the richest 



I say : "Amen: u But I also say~ let's roll lU) our 

sleeves and get to worl\:. And above all, let • s have a 

budget which is not balanced at the expense of our natimal -
security. 

It 'ldll take time and effort - and leadership. But 

there is one field in which we can move ahead immediately ... 

the very one that Mr. Carroll stressed, the field of' · dea.s . 

Taite Berlin as rut example. The sgrength of the Soviet 

pesition arises from the lard facts o:r geography .... the 

location of West Berlin as an island llO miles inside the 

Iron Curtain. 

The strength of the Western poaition is that Berlin is 

more than an isiband ... very much more . It is a.n island of 

f'reedan . 

Its people are a free people, who as recently s December 11 -



in a free electi , rejected Communism by a vote of ovef 

98'fo· They have as their leader a. Wise and gallant man, wom 

I am proud to count as a personal friend .... Mayor vlilJ.y Brandt. 

He knows what freedom means, because he imbibed it for 

y rs at one of its purest fountains • Scandinavia. And 

he is daily reminded of freedom by his beautiful m ts.lented 

Norwegian v:lfe. 

Freedan shines out beyond the tragically narrow limits 

of West Berlin. Every hour of the day and night, men and 

women frcm mstern Ge:onany re taking this or:e n door to liberty. 

'lhey are serving, if I 'f11IlY s so, their own personal 

ultimatlll!l ~inat Camnun:iam and all it stands for . 

Freedom re ches beyond Eastern Germany 1 even beyond the 

restless pC9J?le of the satellite nations . It glin:mers in the 

darkness in which the Russians themselves - the first victims 

of Ccmnunism ... exist . 



We see it refiected, moat nbbly, in a Boris Pasternak, 

daring to bear 'Witness to the truth tbat is in him. 

Freedom is habit- fonn:tng - - on::e a man tastes even 

little, he v1ants more and more . '!his is the yeast that 

i& worl~ under the dough- like surface of Russian diplomacy 

... and vrorking for us. 

Frecdcm will not shine forth unless we ourselves keep 

it brlgbt e.nd untarnished. 

14'1#11Y I have had occasion to protest at the wholesale 

fashion 1n mdch facts the American people are mti tled to know 

are "classified" out of their reach. 

If this trend continues, the published reports of impor-

tant Congressional hearings may same day become alumst as devoid 

of news as IZVESTIYA and as barren of truth as PRAVDA. 

(for the benefit of those :f.'ev .Americans who :ren' t 

studying Russian in ten easy lessons, PRAVDA mwms "truth" and 

IZVESTIYA "news" .... and let no one deny the SoViets have sense 



of humorl ) 

Maey of the facts being kept from our people relate 

today to another question now unier negotiation at Geneva 

•• the banning of nuclear tests . 

It my be that we shall. have to agree to disagree bout 

Berlin - · and we of the West IllUSt 1 of course 1 stand firml;y on 

our right to maintain ~rrisons 1n Berlin tm.tU a. legi t1ma;te 

p ce treaty baa been signed. 

But there is real possibility of a negptiated test 

ban agreement 1 even tho~ sane very knotty points remain 

to be reaol ved.. 

Our negotiators, under the ble leadership of Ambassador 

James Wadsworth, have carefully observed the two gol.den rules 

of dealing with the Russians -- don ' t give in e.nd don ' t give up. 

First, they have not given in. 

Because free peoples are anxious for success and distressed 



by continued disagreCUlCnt 1 there is always the danger o£ 

letting the Camnmists ou.t.lasi# and ou: te.lk us, nd of 

settling for less than we ought . 

Our te a been too tougb•minded to succumb to 

this temptation. 

Second, they have not given up. 

To give up, men th re is the f i ·est p:r."'s ct of 

'\-10U.ld snuff out o~ e of ~he few candl s lighting the way 

to le.sting peace. 

I ve been priVileged to "WOrk closel.y r.i. th the men 

in the Administration vlho have been responsible for our dis• 

armament efforts ...... first with l!J.Y feUow .11nnesotan, Govemor 

Stassen, and now with Ambassador \-.;admforth. !Ihere is no rOOill 

for partisanship \-7here so much is at stake . 

Indeed, the issue cuts cross party lines. Sober and 



• 

ment too great . I respect them1 and the patriotic impulses 

which IOOti vate them ·- but I thinlt they are dead wrong. 

Above all, l think they fall to 'reigh e.~inst the 

risks of prudent agreement the ri ks Of continued tests . MO. 

I cite in this connection the words o£ a man who s never 

a::cused of softness towat'd Ca:mnunism . ... the late John Foster 

Dulles. Testifying before the mte Subccmn:ittee on Dis• 

armament 1 he said : 

"You have got to ba.l.ance risks ••• It is my belief that 

they can be reduced to dimensions so that the taking of that 

risk involves less jeopardy for our country and for the human 

race than the risk of doing nothing and eJ.loning this menace 

to go on in increasing proportions ••• 11 

It is, ironically, 1n the very gnitude of this horror 

that overhangs us -- "this sword of De.mocles" , as Mr. Dulles 



.. 

called it -- that the most powerful motivation for agreement 

lies. 

Radioaeti ve fallout is no reapeetor of Iron Curtains 

or ideologies - it turns up in the caviar of the commissars 

Just as it has turned up,. I regret to aa.y, in our own Minne-

sata. meat. 

The other day I said in the senate that there is "a 

concerted effort somewhere in VTashington ...... I imagine in the 

defense establishment itself" to persuade the American people 

that a. teet ban agreement -would jeopardize our security. 

I have examined all the available evidence with the 

greatest care - including m.ucb which is not yet in the public 

dana.in. I e.pproo.ch this question vtith a mind open at all times 

to new facta ... but I have seen none as yet which suggest that 

the riskS of the rifY:lt sort of' agreement are greater than the 

bsolutely appalli.ng risks or no agreement at all. 



.. 

This Qlao, I know, is the view of the State Depa:-t• 

ment. 

A great Frenc n .. Clemenceau - once said is 

too importrult to be left entirely to the genera.ls . 

If that be true of war - as I think it 1a - it is a 

thousand times as true Of peace. 

We should g1 ve earuest attention to the expert 

opinions at the Pentagon -- 8nd to those of the Atanic Energy 

Ccmnission. 'But we must not, we can not yield to them the 

ultimate power c£ dec sion over our desti!iiea. 

It is the reopone1bility of statesmen to use t.he experts, 

not to be used by th • 

k3 a Senator, I have a nUillber of interests - too ma.cy 1 

some of my friends caution me, although that is certainly better 

than having too few. But I do have one bsolute priority. 

!'\Y priority ..... nd yours •• is ce. 
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Whatever ti~bilities I have, whatever experience 

I have ~thered in the hi{9l posts to which the voters of this 

state bave el.ected me, I sball use unsp ring.ly to contribute 

what I can to the achievement of this gre t purpose . 

I support the President in his ref'\'lBal to discuss Berlin at 

the sU!:mli t u.•'il-r he shadow o. n ult · tum - however shrouded 

_n Cazmunist doubletal..l{ it be. 

But I \vould strotlg]..y dvoca.te s'l.'lmillit cohferencc once 

there is a prosp ct, sed upon cont · ued progress in the 

current st ban negot-iations, that e.e;reement is within 

reach. 

That would be a summ:J.t, not of disillusionment and 

despair, but of hope . 

1\lat would be a surmnit with no other ultimatu:n than 

the yearning of the peoples of the world for peace. 

If' onl.y the nucl.ear powers can reach agreement on 



.. l'f ' • 

Vital issue, then there "r.Ul have been start, a. very 

i.nu>Ortan start, tcmards the goal o peace. 

1-W friends., i ·· is pro onndly sad tbat vre must spend 

rt of this festive occasion talking of crises nd nuclear 

weapons and fallout . 

'!he real fallout from Americ should be of food for 

the hungr'J 1 med.ire.J. care fob tme o k, educ tion for the 

illitel~te -- and the tools and capital for the half of 

ty which is striving to break thro'llgb. to the ~ 

Century. 

I call these 1 s you lnow 1 'lhe Works of Peace. 

IJh se are the real. purposes of the democroc-.r that 

Sweden and America. share -.. and that we celebrate toclay. 

Mt-. Khrushchl v has said the.t Ol.ll" gr ndchildren will 

I have the feeling that it i ll:ia grandchildren who will -



.. . ' 

l.ife in freedom. 

'lbe xa.mple ot: S"reden' s 1809 -- at' our lTI6 - are 

not lost in tod.ay ' s de '\)-orld. I hold 'With Jefferson, "~>mo 

declared: 

t'All eyes are opened, or are ~ng, to the ri{#lts 

of man, The aeneraJ. spread of t e liGht of science has 

already laid o;pen to every vi.e\7 he _ lpable truth thet the 

mass of nld.nd has no~ been born "~>ri th saddles on their backs, 

nor :f'ava dfew1 booted &"1d spurJ 1 dy to ride them ••• " 

June 26, 1959 
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