
From the Office of 
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D., 
1311 Senate Office Building n 
CApitol 4-3121, Ext. 2424 ~· 

For Release 9 PM 
Thursday, September 17, 

A SENSE OF PURPOSE 

Excerpts from Remarks by 
Senator Hubert H. Humphre 

Meeting of Democratic Chairmen and 
Washington, D. C. 
September 17, 1959 

days ~pportuni ty to study Mr. Niki ta Khrushchev at some length. 

They have found him -- as I found him in the Kremlin last year --

tough, confident, outspoken-- yes, often humorous. 
~ Ldtllll~ 

Under the flashes of humor, however we can see a man 

who is deadly ~rious • He is calculating and purposeful. -
is often quite candid. ------

'When he was asked yesterday whether he had said, 11We will 

bury you," he could have denied it -- as the Soviet delegate to 

the UN once denied it on his behalf. did not. Straight from 

the shoulder, he told us that Communism would prevail over~ 

way of life because it would out- reduce us -

1959 
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No one is laughing at that one. 

I '1 
I V 

Indeed, Allen Dulles of our CIA has warned us that 

for the past seven years, Soviet industry has grown at the annual 

rate of 9·5% -- about four times our own rate of growth. Mr. 

Dulles pointed out that if this continues, "the United States will 

be virtuall y committing economic sui~ide " 

In other words -- if we persist in the fearful, timid 
\bllf e .... 

policies of the are going to dig ourselves 

right into the ground -- without any help from Khrushchev! 
"*"' -

We must understand that the great struggle goes on --

perhaps changed in color, temperature and form -- but it still 

goes on. l C/rtw.Jw-
~Peace is possible. 

< But peace is not passive. 

Let us by all means exhaust every possible means to 

find a way to spare humanity the total disaster of nuclear warfare. 

Let us strive without ceasing to rid the nations of the crushing 
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burden of the arms race. 

But I for one am not content to drop into the easy 
@II 4 

chair and turn over to the Communists the task of ordering the 
"" 

world society. 

~es, coexistence is possibl•. 

But -- like it or not - - coexistence is going to be 

mighty competitive 

The American people are seeing on television and in 

a fierce and driving competi tor
1 - .. , 

Mr. Khrushchev is not about to settle for a 11you-mind-

your-business-a.nd-I'll-mind-mine" deal. He may say he will settle 

for that proposition. 

And I would not. 

I believe in competition. I believe in progress, and I 

believe that it is the ~ of free men and women to work ceaselessly 

to enlarge the areas of freedom and opportunity in the world. You 
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are either on the way up or on the way down. The one certainty 

in this world is change, and growth and decay. 
----~ .. Ill ........ 

< Those who are content to have our nation rest on its 

must regain the sense of dedicated purpose that has 

carried our nation forward in crisis after crisis -- the spirit 

that broke us out of the stranglehold of the depression, sustained 

us through the ordeals of World War II and Korea -- and that in 

more recent years has been submerged in the increasingly defensive, 

reluctant, and wavering leadership of the Republican Administration. 

~ 
the rush for profits,~ ..-...e lost momentum. In the 

stampede of the great financial interests to the public trough --

under the spurious slogan of "sound money" the economy has been 

throttled down to a walk. 
m mw liiM 
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- ~ is that the policies of the Republican Administration 

have condemned us to an on-and-off again, start-and-stop, foot-_____ .. 

~-~-~.-Jr+ 
.__ ~-

dragging economy. 

~From 1953 through the end of 1958, this halting economy 

has cost us more than 10 million man-years of job opportunity. 
-!IIIZ!If'l~~· '" 

~ The average American fami~y has suffered to the tune of 

almost $3,000 in potential r eal buying power. 

Net farm income has been about $31 billion dollars less 

than it should have been, and wage and salary income almost 

$100 billion too low. 

Private business investment opportunity has beam approxi-

mately ~0 billion dollars too low. The excessive idleness 

of plant and manpower from 1953 through 1958 caused us to lose 

- -more than $150 billion dollars in national output. 
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~ The Republicans have not only failed to 

tC 
come up with 

policies to deal with the new problems of the era; they have 

strangled the Democratic policies designed to deal with the -¢ , nll CIH 1 illli!li t?lt 'Mill illlMJIII~~--P'illlii'Wti!MI* 

old problems of our soci~; and they have frustrated and 
ww m!SI> 1 W<A&PIIi'aW'd . 

blunted the proposals which we Democrats have been making 

in an attempt to get some vitality and drive into our economy. 

"We bavo llad t~o- many ICremlin vetoes . in the 

~~toes in 

U.N. -- and too 

gJ oups have done well out of this laggard economy -

the bankers with high interest rates, the big businessmen who 

nave learned how to jack up prices while production lags, the 
a a · ' PI 1111: 

moneyed men and sneculat0rs who have plunged in the soaring !:1'-.. 

stock market. 
IIMH£1! I' U.llil I 'f 

But here and there, throughout eur country, even in this 

c~ital city of the free world, stagnant pools otpovorty~ 

are spreading. 
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~ r ~ . r 
~Some are obvious - like the slums which Khrushchev's 

u 

entourage busily photographed as their cavalcade was rolling 

up to Blair House. 

~Others, fortunately, they cannot catch in a snapshot. Here 

and there in the crowd are older men -- I won't say elderly men 

because you can all too easily go on the scrapheap nowadays at 

50. 

~hese are men who lost tpeir jobs in the recent recession. 

But for them the recession has not ended -- they are still, in 

growing desperation and despair, looking for a new jBp,. 

~These are the human casualties of government by veto, of 

government by slogans and public relations which has replaced 

action and public welfare. 

there are other casualties, less dramatic but no .less 

deplorable --------
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~ The underpaid teacher, in overcrowded schools. 

\ v 

The small farmer, caught in the pincers of higher costs 

and the Bensonite blight of farm income. 

~ Our Negro fellow-citizens, too often denied the rights 

and privileges of their American citizenship. 

(. Young men and women, doomed to blind alley jobs or soul

destroying idleness. 

( 
....J 

~mall businessmen, waging an "@hill struggle against monopoly, 

tight credit, and high interest rates. 

~ld-age pensioners, leading a dreary and cra~ed existence 

with inadequate income, diet, housing and medical care. 

Yes, 

~ ~ ~ - run into the millions. 

tif '"The 
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Do these 

known poverty 

in character -- but the basic principles remain the same. 
E' • •• ... 

solutions . There is a framework of liberal, 
~lilli01ii\llllilllfU-Illlllliiiii!llilf!lWl 'i!ttflXW' :g; 

progressive thought within which these problems can be solved 
A r«K 

-~ the Democratic Platform of 1956 and the one we shall write 

in 196o. _____....., 
~It was on this platform that we ran a splendid Presi-

dential candidate and on this same platform we campaigned and 

elected an overwhelming Democratic majority in the Congress in 

1958. ---
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~This great liberal document was passed practically 
·s ·w r- 'lrtf1tl n-rw•a•e J:flrs 

unanimously by a great assemblage in Chicago. It reflects 

the finest traditions of our Party. It gives us the guide-
• 

1

' Woilfiiii rnr ·r ·aW?I -~-

lines and the inspiration to enact or at least ~ to 

enact, strong, vigorous, affirmative legislation in the ,. 

face of blunt Republican negativism in the White House~~~ , 

It is a difficult task, I wish to point out to my 

friends who .do not serve in the Congress, to pass legislation 

~ 
which requires not a simple majority, but a two-thirds 

A 

majority. But that was the situation time after time during 

this past session when Congress sent to the President legis~ 

lation which was meaningful, constructive, and sufficient to 

the task. 
\, • ·c tt"lrn• 

~When everyproposal is measured by one yardstick only 

~~ the fiscal year's budget 
~~ 

obviously there is little hope 

for the survival of proposals which require sustained investments, 
.-.~..-W~~~'--.i· ~~)t&-~~~~·'t·~.~; .~11'P"1''1~ .. )A~~~.i-"A""ik!;·l.*·.tt~: . ..,.?· :.'~~ .. ~ft.:'f!"'l'"~~~~~~ff*..N--~. 

';...,..,,h., u p ··r-~~~}J._~~ 
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some of which begin to return interest only after the 

Yet this preposterous yardstick was used to turn 

back time and time again legislation which would have given 
~-·....W..wk~·---· 

impetus and momentum to our economy and prepared us for the 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~ 

long haul competition with the Communist world. By veto and 

the threat of veto, legislation was driven back and even 

stillborn. 

'ttsw±ri. 

/.::.rougjtout our Party there is understandable frustration 

and anger that the huge majority we sent to Congress last year 

has been so largely checkmated by the Republican veto power. 

Nowhere has this feeling been more eloquently expressed 

than by the Democratic National Chairman and the Democratic 

Advisory Council. The Council has forthrightly championed the 

Democratic Platform, and has given effective expression to 
. ~mt~· .. M.tfil«c:<-~~~~~·.~~.,..,.,~~-· ... ~~-t\-,.,~")d~-JM.~~~~4<~~~·ltm~t!!)~<~ -~;~~ .. ,j~,;.,~~l!!l.'S,>~.~· ·~r ~-·•.-- ~~ -- - ~ •. • t·. · "-· 

J? 



1/ 

.-, 
r n C , .J 

millions of our Democratic Party members in our State, 

local, and precinct organizations . Certainly we owe a 
'~~•••~'If£~- SiftAA~app;;:;~~ 

real debt of gratitude to such eminent Americans as Harry 

Eleanor Roosevelt 
Truman, Adlai Stevenson,/Estes Kefauver~ Pat Brown, Governor 

Williams, and Governor Freeman, who have put so much effort 

into make the Advisory Council the significant force in 

American life which ~6;td"-+-t~ •~ m 



it is today . 

~If Paul Butler had done nothing else than create the 

~ 
Advisory Council - - and. he has done much ~ -- he would. go 

down in history as a great Chairman .f. Butle1~s~ 
to keep the Democratic Party on the only rational and. logical 

road. there is to victory -- along the road. of Franklin D. 

Roosevelt and Harry Truman and Mlai Stevenson -- along the road 

responsible, humanitarian liberalism. 
--~-------------

And we will gather our forces during the 

. .A ,. 
coming year to ensure that the Democrat~c Party present,? ~f t) 

~ . "' I 
the voters not only a stron liberal platform, but a strong) ~J~~~ 

liberal candidate to head our ticket and to carry with him into 

the White House the highest ideals and hopes of our Party . 

)...., Make no mistake about it -- the Republican Party will put 

up a candidate who will be plausible , vrell-financed, and tough 

to beat/ We are not going to win back the White House by default . 

And it is surely no foregone conclusion that a Democrat will e e 



President in 1961----. 

But we can win, and we should win. 

And when we win, we will have the spirit and the ideas 

to lead our people boldly into the future. 

the next five years li~ur 460 billion dollar economy to 
A -

much better than a 600 billion dollar economy. 

~ We can increase the average annual income of American, 

families, measured in real buying power, by about $2,000 . 

still bears down upon millions of our people. 

~e can have prosperous farmers as well as prosperous 

industry; 6mall business can thrive alongside the corporate 

giants . In short, we can lift those at the bottom vdthout 

penalizing those at the top. 

American system of different reqards 

--.....__ -
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for different abilities and efforts with the American sy~tem 

of equal opportunity for all and social justice. 

/ And on the productive foundation of this private 

economic progress, we can check the impoverishment of our 

of our 

greatest national and worldwide priorities of need. 

We can, in a word, fulfill our :n~pote~~ ~ 

-··· .. ,~ 
~ A-.A./1. 

, ~" 
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L >'fe can attain full dignity and liberty for every man, woman and 

child within our borders. He can work tirelessly toward the 

elimination of intolerance and discrimination and bigotry. 

look at ourselves this week, as w try to catch a glimpse of ourselves 

as vi1itors from strange lands must see us, let us make a new 

determination to press forward. 

Inttead of thinking that every great task is beyond. our means, 

let us measure the greatness of our capacity. 

Instead of filling the air with fear, let u1 fill men1 s hearts -
with hope. 

Instead of being overwhelmed by the dangers of the world, -- = 

let us be inspired by the challenge to surmount these dangers. 
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Instead of worrying about the future, let us labor to 

create it. 

In the words of a great American President, 

11 We must move forward with strong and active faithl" 
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