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!otY remarks to you tonight will be directed to three matters of impor

tance to you as food processors and American citizens. These are (1) removal 

of trade ·barriers to the free flow of good, wholesome milk in interstate com

merce, (2) the Agricultural Trade Development and Assistance Act (Public Law 

480) as a ffta'bilizill$ force in your industry through a greater flow of dairy 

products overseas, and (3) the fam:U.y farm legislation I have introduced in 

the Congress. 

I know you are interested in the removal of trade barriers to the free 

flow ot milk across state lines. The multiplicity of local milk sanitation · 

standards prevent good, Vholesome milk produced 1n the nat\lral milk-producing 

areas of this coun~ry from moving freely into many other sections. Originally 

local milk regulations were essential for protection ot the public, but too 

often today they have b~COJII,e a weapon of economic warfare. ~ey have been used 

as economic barriers to confine the area of production for a given market. 

~ .. 

As you know, I am the Senate sponsor of legislation to a~tablish uniform 

milk standards to apply to milk moving in interstate commerce ·- legislation 

that would allow milk meeting the higb requirements of the model milk ordina.n~e 

and code recommended by the u. S. Health Service to move into any market. 

The free interstate movement of _the wholesome dairy products of Mid-

western farms is of particular importance to the agricultural econouw ot states 

such as M1nnesot~ and Wisconsin. In the inte!'est of iJKProved nutrition, too, 

it is important that consumers in the large 1,J1"ban centers be encouraged to in

crease their· use of milk and other dairy products. Barriers to trade have never 

resulted in increased cons_umption of aey cODIDOdity. 

In mpst areas ot our economy consumers across the nation have long en .. · 

,1oyed the benefits of tree interstate trade. Midwestern meat p.T.'oducers supp~,y 

the nation's dinner tables. Broilers grown in Delaware and Maryland or GeoiW n. 

or Al'kaDsu provide Sundl;y dinner for families in MLnnesota. l am told that 

Florida Ol"&lJ8'8S .even find their way into California. Only milk is subject t ·::, ~. 

maze tJJf out-dated &Dd uzmecea418l'Y Jl'egulations. 

There ~s evidence ~f ~ mounting int,Hst in the legislation which would 

do away with these local l)arriet>s. 

* * * 
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For years, as you know 1 I have been seeking to have America capitalize 

· on what I regard as one of the most significant laws currently on our statute 

books. I refer to the Agricultural Trade Development and Assistance Act ·

PubUc Law 480. 

This was originally passed as a surplus disposal program, whereby our 

government-owned agricultural commodities were sold overseas for local curren. 

cies and donated under certain conditions. 

But I, and a great JDaDY of rrq colleagues in the Senate 1 and, I am 

positive, a great many people throughout this country, see that we have here a 

force for freedem and peace more effective, more far-reaching than any military 

weapon. 

Food is the common denominator of interne.tional life. Man must eat to 

survive. It ma.y well be that bread, not guns, wi:i.l dec:ide rna.nk.-l.!ld 's future 

destiny. Let 's use FOOD FOR FEACE. 

In areas of A~:::i ca. end Asia, as well e.s in otbe:r re.J~t s of the world, 

food means far more tcJ vaet millions of pec_,p: . ., "tcd.;..y tt.art ?.. ;j~:-t'Jin3 el se. No 

one can look into ·thf· :~'t,ture and se;y that c:.uc ft"i.'t·.:'\d.a..nt f(j( :~i i::t<d.lU•.!'i-:lcn is a 

surplus. We should &i,(!.ce this abundance. I.>-~ Pu.i":).ic La• l ~t)~ , ~tl'~ 'b .we ~,be tool. 

What we need now i;:; t rw imagination and cournge to use i t a.;J ar. :I mrt.~.'"U!!!.~nt cf 

peace. 

Opera:ti on.s tmier Public Law 480 contr i but e greatly to tl.~ '~ e~-~ ~J;~i:::l6 rJf 

farmers in tll::.s ~: c:imt?."J" . 'I'hs · fe.ct that the de:::1es -t.ic dai:t'Y iud.tu;t:":'~· ~.c-. :I.:J e. 

comparatiwly rn1··e si;dl:le !?t•sition t~ is C.·~e in no sir£.11 l:Jffi: t ·~o to::."'! :'a.t:t 

that we were able to channel a great deal of oooi'at dry milk, butter, a.nd 

cheese into the countries w~re the need existed and there were no dolle.rs t o 

bey. 

From the start of operations under Public Law 480, through Juna ot this 

year, almost 286 1Billion pounds "t dairy products have been sold abroad for 

'toreign ·-currency. In addit:!.on, large quantities 0f cheese, butteP, and dry n:DJc 

'have gone to aasist friendly foreign people when famine or ()tber urge.nt- emer-

8'1ne1es struck. 

Through voluntary agencies, a great msny de.iry ec~·'been-: 

-~ abl't)&d as the gift of the Am~l1.ca.:a pe~-ple. 

And here at home lA milliBO school chi.lJlren have enJoyed. wool~ 

~-products at a minimum cost through the domestic applieati~n of th~ ·law. 

l4ore than a million needy per~ns in charitable instituti~ns and over-' 5--mU.Jion 

1n hoJrJ2e •· including th(a ~ - have reeei ved gra.tef'ul.ly -t.be&fe •. ·so-cal.l.ed 

"8'\D"plua" foods • 
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We should be proud and happy that we have been able to use food in 

these constructive weys. We should expand and extend the opportunities avail-

able to us to do so. · · 

* * * 
Farmers well know that the price support programs have been mismanaged 

and distorted. 

Rather than stumble and drift because of a vacuum of sound farm policy 

leadership, farm people and city people alike need to do some soul searching 

and to make some honest appraisal of what we really want -- and the alterna-

tives we face. 

I introduced late in the session of the Congres~ just past a bil1 which 

I feel holds the key to building a bright and prosperous agricultural future. 

This is the Family Farm Program Development Act. 

This proposal requires that as a first step a deterodnation of the real 

need for farm products -- overseas as well as at home -- should be made. How 

much food is needed by the developing countries of the world? What kinds? How 

much of the need can be supplied by our country through normal channels of 

trade? How much of the need should be supplied by other means -- by donation 

in case of famine or disaster, or by grant or loan to friendly governments 

struggling with grave economic problems? 

How much food do we reall.y need here at home? How much is required f.m: 

uses other than those supplied by the market -- for our school children, for 

the needy, the unemployed, the handicapped, the aged, the dependent children? 

Only when we have determined the true needs for food and fiber will we 

be in a position to make long-range plans for land use, for broader soil and 
I 

water conservation programs, for an intelligent program of program adJustments 

that will serve our total interests. 

The Family Farm Program Development Act requires that such long range 

plans be made. 

This proposal calls upon farmers directly for the first time to work 
with the Secretary of Agriculture in formulating a program adapted to the unique 
needs of each commodity that is in price troUble due to surplus supply. 

This proposal establishes a new fair price standard geared to current 
economic conditions, not frozen to periods of the past. A fair price is de
fined as that price which will yield returns on capital and labor on repre
sentative family farms, comparable to non-farm earnings. The calculation "will 
be based on facts and figures collected by the Department of Agriculture. Far
mers will be pl.a.eed in the same ~sitioe as any other producing group in this 
nation -- they will be expected to make a profit on their operations. 

Far from regim,eQtation, such a program offers the real freedom farmers 
need -- f'reedom :!rom poverty, freedom from econo~c domination, and freedom 
ot choice. · 
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