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Lincoln, l1ebraslca - november 7 -- Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 
lashed out at the P£publican Administration tonight accusing it 
of turning the other cheelc uhile scandals and corruption abound 
uithin. 

nnue', he told the lJebrasl;:a Demacratic Convention, even uith 
the internal scandals t-7e have uncovex-~d, :;t he 1;·10rst corrupt ion is 
the misuse of human and natural resource •. ; 

Said the Uinnesota Senator: :~The Uepublican Admi nistration 
stands indicted by its Olm corruption. Dut the most damning 
indictment, for l1hich this Administr9.tion tJill stand convicted by 
history, is that they have not strengthened the country but 
tJealcened it. 11 

In its gross complacency and mall is ·uelln attitude, the 
Uepublicans "have surrendered t he initiative t-Je had earned by the 
Truman Doctrine, the I-Iar sha ll Plan, Point Four and Hutual Security. 

"The Republican Administr ation has stood still behind a 
Haginot line of complacency and se l :E·Mrighteousness lJhile the 
Russians have outflanlced us in political and economic maneuver as 
t-7ell as in missiles and rocketry, n he charged. 

At the same time, Senator Humphrey emphasized the three 
great tasks ahead of us that t'le must fulfill. These are, he said: 

• "l·le must breal~ out of the economic strait jacket that has 
tied us dat·m these past six years and restore the grm·Jth and pro
ductivity and equity of lJhich our economy is capable • 

• •~e must insure to every American full freedom, dignity, 
justice and equality of opportunity • 

• "tole must achieve a just and enduring peace." 

-Jo .. 

(Excerpts from full text are enclosed) 
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"l-Ie all lmou the history of 'The Great Crusade • and its 

various chapters -- Secretary of the ~ir Talbot, Dixon-Yates, 

vote-buying in the FCC, Sherman Adams, etc. 
11 I3ut the um:st corruption is the Administration's aimless

ness, its laclt of purpose, laclt of direction, lack of zeal. !·:'hen 

the people fail to see these qualities in the national leadership, 

they lose interest and morale is eroded and corrupted. 

"Atrerica is not soft. Americans are not soft. Our big 

problem is the soft thinl~inG and soft leadership. 
1:1 say to you that the Republican 'peace' is not peace, 

but a breathinG spell in \·Jhich the comnunist 'tlorld can build its 

strenGth 't·Jhile the ~dministration nes lects ours. 
110n the ple~ that t'le 'could not afford 1 more, the Uepub li

can Administration has starved tha r1ational defense and stunted 

research and deve lopm;!nt of modern ":Jeapons. 

"For the past si~c years \ve tave been living precariously 

on borrot·Jed titre. Fox t he sal::e of presen t ease, ue have pushed off 

into the future the difficult, dangerous and e~cpensive decisions 

about our national and ir.ternational affairs. 

n~Je have surrendered the initiative ue had earned by the 

Truman Doctrine, the Harshall Plan, Point Four and I1utual Security. 

The Republican Administration has stood still behind a Naginot 

line of complacency, and self-righteousness, tJhile the TI.ussians 

have outflanl~ed us in political and economic maneuver as t-Jell as 

i11 roissilas and roc!~ try. 
11The llepub.lican J~1istration, in storing up neglect ••• 

more ••• 
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has lulled us into believing that time is uorldng for us, uhen, 

in fact, time ~·;rill uorl: for us only if we use the time to uod~ 

for ourselves. 
11Ue have got to stop fooling ourselves. \tle have got to 

stop thinldng that because lunericans are stzoong and t'lell~intention

ed, 't'7e can't lose. Decause if 'tre do not put that strength to "t·;rorl~ 

't1here it counts, and translate good intentions into action -- ue 

£!ll lose. 
w;There is nothing urong ~;rith this country that another 

good election can't cure. He have all the resources it tal~es to 

uin this [;reat competition, but if t·Je neglect to use them nou, 

t·;re t·Jill not get a second chance. 

"The American people have shmm again and again that they 

can rise to the great emerr;encies of survival -- and they uill nou 

if the uay is shoun and if the surrmonn is certain and clear. 

';That is the tasl~ of leadership. That is l1hat is missing. 

That is 1;·1hat has been miss in::; these si~c tragic years. That is 

uhat it ~;ril.l tal~e an election to cure. 

nThere are three great tasl:s ue must fulfill: Ue must 

b':ceak out of the economic strait-jacl~et that has tied us do,;m 

these past si~c years, and restore the 3rot·1th and productivity of 

't·Jhich our economy is capable. t·le must assure every American full 

freedom, dignity, justice and equality o£ opportunity. He mus.t 

achieve a just and enduring peace. 
11Ti'1e road to the last of these leads throu3h the first ttV'o, 

through strength and freedom. There are no short cuts to peace 

l1ith the Soviet Union. 

"Peace is not passive -- it is active. 

"Peace is not appeasement -- it is stren:::;th. 
111 pray most of all that it 't'Jill be given to the people 

of the United States to see the peril before it is too late. This 

is the cause in ~·1hich I am enlisted -- for the duration. 11 

-30-



Administration was going to be "as clean as"? Don't yo~ 
11 6

\ ~ 

sometimes wonder what happened to it? - J{el~ ~' ~ 
The 

speak no 

Republican motto has been: "See no e!_il! hear no evil; 
r I 

evl l" -- of Republicans, th!L!!_~ But the evil has ~! __:;--
~ <: 

been there, all the same. And all the sanctimonious varnish 

that has been painted over it will not cause the country to 

overlook it or forget it. 

~ endless stream ~f u J{ 
pious Eisenhower-isms and a forgiving 

and partisan press have treated the Re~ublican lapses from 

ality 
I 

f political juveniles. But look at the record. 

It was not only that the country has been run according to 

"what 1 s good for General Motors !! -- though that bit of 

unconscious candor was scandalous enough. 

-~There was the case of the Republica~ National Chairman who 

resigned when he was caught collecting a fee for selling the 
~-~------==-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~====~~ 

State of Kansas property it d. 

And there was the case of the Commissioner of Public Buildings 

who recommended to a subordinate that &. government contract be 

awarded to an active client of his engineerin~ firm -- in which he 

kept a 90 percent interest. This same Commissioner was the one 

caught pressing a claim against the Government on behalf of his 
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former firm while holding high Government office. But then he I 
said it was all right because he did it "during his lunch hour"! 

I 

Well, no one in "The Great Crusade" saw reason to fire him 

for these enterprising pranks. And when he resigned, his boss 

"loyalty to the Administration" and his 

tenant. 

The corruption was not confined to the fringes of the 

Administration and the Republican Party. It reached into the 
l+f"''. ).:PI~./ 

Cabinet and into the White House itself. The Secre ary of the 

Air Force apparently saw nothing amiss in using his official 

position, and his official stationery, to persuade defense 

contractors to do business with a firm in which he had a half 

interest and from which he received more than $100,000 in profits 

while he !!!! Secretary of the Air Force. Five percent wasn't 

enough for these influence peddlers -- they were "SO percenters"! 
"- :;.;;~ 

In reward for his ·~rivate enterprise11 in public office'# Secretary 
::=:= =:.. 

, when he resigned, received Presidential commendation for 

his "diligence" and his "fine accomplishments", and a special air 

display and the Defense Department's highest civilian award. He 

~~ligent, all right. 1 \ 
~~~> ' ~ 

Then there was the Assistant Secretary of Defense who was 

doing business (in his wife's name!) with the Defense Department. 

The Comptroller General called this "repugnant to public policy," 
lY1J 



-3-

001976 
but the President pnaised his Assistant Secretary for the 

"service" he rendered·~and his "contribution" to the Department • s 

programs -- though it would seem that some of the "contributions" 

were the other way round. 

·-z I 1m sure you remember the DixonlYates scandal which led 

through the Budget Bureau to the Executive Office of the President 

It has always struck me as strange that the Curator of Hounds' 
~ . 

Teeth~ofessed never to see anything improper in this palpable -
And you remember the scandals in the Federal Communications 

Commission -- in which votes for allocati~g TV channels were /)(~ (/ 

sought -- and even bought -- with cash and favors. f r:! "P 
And, of course, that scandal to end all scandals -- we hope! 

in the innermost sanctum of the White House itself, which ended 

in the departure of Sherman Adams and the contempt sentence on 
n , 

Bernard Goldfine. How revealing that none of these "crusading" 

Republicans could see anything wrong 1 t·, ,, in the way Governor 
-- -3> ,., 

Adams used his pe~ch on top of the White House to nudge Federal 

agencies on behalf of his old friend and benefactor, Mr. Goldfine. 

ct Adams because 

of his personal and official integrity," and a plaintive "I 

need him." It to~ the up-coming shadow of the 1958 elections 

to convince resignation and the 

President to acc~pt it. 

yes, but not with the political interests of the Republican 

Party! 
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we 

I promis you t~at if I have anything to say about it we 

will put an end t~ilfering and plundering~· We are going to 

stop the promotion of private interest in public office and 
c: ---== 

running the Government as if it was somebody's business instea 
~ 

everybody's business. The Government is everybody's business i 

Minnesota and in Nebraska, and that's the way we'll do things 

in Washington~,~come~~l~9~6~1~.~-----------------------------

came 

are not talking about a Harding Administration that 

on a simple pledge to return the country to 

"normalcyi iQc;abl!p!ill.,.~a~Ed:l*=a:::tm!IEI. We are talking about an 

Admi~aation that came to office on a w:~e ~elf-righteous·,, 
-/-1) cu.;ct::oq:t;ilil'K 

promises strengthen the country and give ~ leadership in the 

7oo7tZfWvf1 ~ %V~J 
( ;;;ee:c::: 

grim competition 

~ ~The Republican Administration stands indicted by its own 

corruption. But the most damning indictment, for which this 
~=------'") 

administration will stand convicted by the ~erdict of histo 
' 

is that they have not strengthened the country but weakened it. 

They have not led 

o disaster. 

it, but have allowed it to 

~ /r-T-.A./1 "'~""'-"I;'V"Y 
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the worst scandal of all is the Republican Administration's 

misuse of human and natural resourc 

~e wo~ ~o;ruption of all is the Administration's aimlessness, 

its ) lack of purpose, lack of direction, lack of zeal. When the -people fail to see these qualities in their national leadership, 

they lose interest and their morale is eroded and corrupted. 

}...America is not soft. Americans are not soft. Our big/ 

problem is the soft thinking and soft leadershi • 

I say to you that the Republican Administration, for all its 

of "peace and prosperity", has squandered the country's 

economic strength and national security:,: and weakened the 

prospects for a just and enduring peace. 

~ I say to you that the Re ublican " eace" is not peace, but 

a breathing spell in which the communist world can build its 

strength while the Administration neglects ours. 

The Republican :J>rosmzf!:r" but an interval 
. ... 

between Republican recessions. ~ 

~The Republican Administration has provoked -- not just ~ 
~rmitted mind ou but provoked -- two painful and costly ~· 
recessions in 7 years. These have cost the United States more 

~han $100 b~·lli~n i~lost production, l£.llionl of man- ears 

unemployment, and billions of tax revenues that could have 
c *"""""'" ~-·-·-balanced Federal and state budgets without starving the national 
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defense and public services. ~~ -

~The Republican Administration has reduced ~~~~~ ~~ 
lowest parit ratio since 1940 and farm incomes to the lowest in 

17 years. Since Secretary Benson tocKcharge, farm income has 
uaz ·smnrt"Nl 

dropped by onelthird. 

= Z ~· :pub~~~an:;dministration, by resorting to a policy of 

ti!h~ c:e~~~' has ; ai.s,r;d int~;~ .. ~;_;!tes to the costlies~ levels 

_!n y~_;s, in the name of_ st!!f,Pi~~Jpf~!..~tion. But what they have t: 
stopped is not inflation but the economic growth of the country --

~·~_,_._ __ 
and at a time when we needed to mobilize the full strength of our <...__---

-------------~--~ 
econo~ as we have not needed it since the War. 

;. 

_h_On the plea that we "could not afford" more, the Republican 

Administration has starved the national defense and stunted 

research and development of modern we a ons. 

~o you realize what the misslie gap means right here in 

Nebraska? Do you know that you are closer to Soviet missiles 
,_..--.Uililll-..~~lz.""- ,.~u-.: 

Two oceans are no protection to 
~~·' • .}f.~~-·~..l'l :~ t ... -~ .. tr;>.c!'f:lili:~~i!11fi 

America's heartland in these days when attac can come in minu~~ 
.......... ~ ............ --~·~ ...... ~ .::1.': : ,, " .. • - - ' ' ........ 

across .the Pole. Do you think there is an..x futu~~ ·ust and 
.. 1(1.-<'1'~·-!1' "'~ 

enduring peace -- in being second strongest to the Soviet Union? 

we 

friends, we may as well face it: for the past six years 

been living precariously on borrowed time. For the aake 

of present ease, we have pushed off into the future the difficul 

dangerous and expensive decisions about our national and .... :::::=::-... - -· _, ---
rnat~~n..!]. _Efai;_s. ___ ,. 

We have lived under an Administration that does not have the 
• 
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resolute determination, as Harry Truman did, to wage the struggle 

against international communism with all the resources at its 

conmand. 

~e have lived under an Administration that does ~~avev 
the foresight to see America's rendezvous with destiny, as 

Franklin Roosevelt did, or the courage to summon us to it. 
rttn?' ., ..... 

We have bought a rising standard of comfort for some -·-
by neglect of what shoul~be th; hiihest priorities of our 
-= Up 

national life: our national defense; our educational s stem; -of our population; the rehabilitation of our cities· 
... ~ .~ • • • , .. ,.,~ ... '.l,. 

the abolition of poverty which still grips so many of our people, 
------------~--~--~-~~.~~~~~~·~~ -, oung and _ old. The..- neglect of these priorities has accumulated, 

.... 1[ 

compounded by a growing population. The 

eckoning cannot be postponed any longer. ~ ~ 0 ~ 
In international affairs, the .au~ neg:~t is..::;:even 

worse. We have surrendered the initiative we had earned by the 

Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, Point Four and Mutual Security. 

The Republican Administration has stood stillubehind a Maginot 
..... :saa ..... -line of complacency and sel~_:-! ... ~g~~!.?usness whi~~,!._us~an~ 

have ou~flanked us in p9vl~tical and economi~ maneuver as well as 
;> ~ ....... ,.. ~~ 

The Republican Administration, i n storing up neglect, has 
~----~Mr~.-----~~ 

sown the seeds of future catastrophe. It has pretended to offer 

and easy answers when there are none. It has lulled us 

into believing that time is working for us when, in fact, time 

will work for us only if we use the time to work for ourselves. 
* ~ _.. 

rv 
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of DeiOOcrats here at the center o.~ -~,J:"ic_a it is to say this: we 

have got to stop fooling ourselves. We have got to stop _ ... 
that things are going fine, when they aren·.l:t. We have got to 
~------~-----~~~--~~~~-~ r fJ ·~ 

stop thinking that because Americans are strong and well-intentioned 
..... ~~P4t'.,....,... .... . ..~~ .. ~~ .... ..,.,..'If"'! .. '« ·~ ..._ ~ ·~·· ~~-..Jt' 

we can 1 t lose. Because if we do not put that strength to work 
...., IW"' · -. '8Utti ... ) 

where it counts, and translate good intentions into action -- we 
--~ • ....,.;..: ,".)(. 'f"'''i • -can lose. 

My friends, there is nothing wrong with this country that .... _ _.. _. ~· ....... . .. --

another good election can't cure. We have all the resources it 

takes to win this great competition, but if we neglect to use ____ _..--.-..-•=•=•a~=••~-------• ~~~-~.w~~~~ 

them now, we will not get a seoond chance. 

~ the material strengt!!_a the_ intellec~_::~t-re~h, 
the ideological strength, the spiritual strength. 

We have seen in depression ~;d-,;n ~these 
strengths could be mobilized to win, when we knew what we were 

after and what we needed to do to get it. It will not be easy. 

It will not come cheap. It will involve risks and some sacrifices 
.> 

of comfort. But the American people have shown a ain and again ... ,., ...... 
that they can rise to the great emergencies of survival -- and 

~:~ .'"f'!.'!~l"' ~:~ 

they w1.ll now 

and clear. 

way is shown and if the summons is certain 

.1/!' 
~~~~.,; 
'•-¢"'' ' i 

That is the task of leadershi • That is what is 
~ ,.- '• 

That is what has been missing these six tragic years. That is 

what it will take ant election to cure. 
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J..r offer 

this: there 

you no blueprint for survi val. But I am sure of 
'~ ·1 ·•• ~ • _,¢.'1(C_;b""l: .,...._ ...... ~-~f,; 

are three great tasks we must fulfill. 

~We l!llst break out of the economic st: ait jacke; •• ~~has tied 

us down . these past six years, and restore the growth and 

productivity and equity of which our economy is capable. This 

is the key to a strong defense and a strong country -- without 

inflation. 

( We liBlSt assure to ~e?' American ful:. f~eedom, ~igni~J:' · 
justice and equality of opportunity. 

We must achieve a just and enduring peace. 

I say, further, that the road to the last of these leads 

through the first two, a ( 6 through strength and freedom. 

There are no short cuts to peace with the Soviet Union. 

Peace is not passive -- it is active. 
-r .. -

--....--. 
Peace is disarmament -- enforceable disarmament by ...... ....._.......,__..,........,., 

not disarmament by the United States alone, on the order of some 
"'------~ '}": ; ... ,-.-

Secretary of the TreasurJ. 

I pray most of all that it will be given to the people of 

the United States to see the peril before it is too late -- to 

rouse themselves to the stern tasks ahead to ke~p this 

rendezvous with destiny as they have kept others. 

This is the cause in which 1 am enlisted -- for the duration. 

! 
I 

I 
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~ EXCERPrS FROM THE SPEECH ATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

m:FORE NEBRASKA fi8MOCRATIC CONVENTION 

Lincoln, Nebraska, November 7, 1959 

1 WE all know the history of 'The Great Crusade ' and its variuus 

chapters - - Secretary of the Air Talbot, Dixon-Yates, vote-buying in the FCC, 

Sherman Adams, etc. 

"But the wcrst corruption is the Administration's aimlessness, its 

lack of purpose, lack of direction, lack of zeal. When the people fail to see 

these qualities in the national leadership, they lose interest and morale is 

eroded and corrupted. 

~ "A roorica is not soft. Arooricans are not soft. Our big problem 

is the soft thinking and soft leadership. 

"I say to you that the Republican 1 peace' is not peace, but a breathing 

spell in which the comnrunist world can build its strength while the Administration 

neglects ours. 

,4ron the plea that we 'could not afford' mare , the Republican Administra

tion has starved the national defense and stunted research and development of 

modern weapons. 

/ "For the past six years we have been . living precariously on borrowed 

time. For the salre of present ease, we have pushed off into the future the fi 

difficult, dangerous and expensive decisions about our national and international 

affairs. 

"We have surrendered the initiative we had earned by the Truman Doctrine, 

Point 
The Marshall Plan,/Four and Mutual Security. The Republican Administration has 

stood still behind a Maginot line of complacency, and self-righte ousness, while 
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the Russians have outflanlred us in political and economic maneuver as well as in 

missiles and roclretry. 

"The Republican Administration, in storing up neglect ••• has lulled us into 

believing that time is working for us, when, in fact, time will work for us only if 

we use the time to work for ourselves. 

''We have got to XBq!l stop fooling ourselves. e have got to stop thinking 

that because .Am3ricans are strong and well-intentioned, we can't lose. Because if 

we do not put that strength to work where it counts, and translate good intentions 

into action--we ~lose. 
can't 

11 T.!:_lere is nothing wrong with this country that another good election J&AM:tll 

cure. We have all the resources it takes to win this great competition, but if we 

neglect to use them now, we will not get a second chance. 

"The American people have shown again and again that they can am:i.x rise to 

the great emergencies of survival--and they will now if the way is shown and if the 

summons is certain and clear. 

"That is the task of :leadership. That is what is missing. That is what 
has been missing for six tragic years. That is what it will talre an election to cure. 

11There are three great tasks we must fulfill: we must break out of the 
economic strait-jacket that has tied us down these past six years, and restore the 
growth and productivity of which BH our economy is capable. We must assure every 
.Anerican full freedom, dignity, justice and equality of opportunity. e must achieve 
a just and enduring peace. 

11 The road to the last of these leads through the first two, through 
strength and freedom. There are no short cuts to peace with the Soviet Union. 

11Feace is not passive--it is active. 

11Peace is not appeasrnent--it is strengtha 

"I pray BX most of all that it will be given to the people of the United 
States to see the peril before it is too late. This is the cause in which I am 
enlisted-for the duration." 

-30-
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