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I believe that every American shares the uneasy 

feeling that somehow in the past few years, the power 

and influence and security of the United States has been 

to a great extent ~-----·i3~~>'--~~ 

~ Yet Americans probably do not generally realize 

how little attention and hard work has been devoted to 

the task of American leadership. They do not because 

most of the limited energies of the Republican 

Administration during these past seven years have been 

funnelled into two channels -- reversing the imaginative 
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and forceful programs of human welfare developed 

under Roosevelt and Truman 

-~-=,~~~-----------------

Republican wrecking operation behind a smokescreen 

M 
of ~ast-patt~~{slog~. ---

~emember those glittering slogans? Remember the 

"great crusade"? 

There were others . 

~'A bigger bang for a buck" was designed to 

justify the stripping of our conventionalmilit~ry 

strength and the painting-our -selves-into-the-corner 
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policy of reliance on nuclear weapons in every military 

situation. 

"Sound money" and 11balancing the budget" 't'lere the 

catchwords designed to cajole public approval of a policy 

restriction of the rate of vital public investment, 

in the mistaken idea that a stagnant or creeping 

economy was somehow good for American business . 
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l "Massive retaliation" was used to comfort 
\ 

Americans who sensed, but were never told, that the 

power of the Soviet Union was growing ever more 

complex and subtle . 

l Today, a new slogan -- "R:ace and Prosperity" -

is flying from the Republican masthead, a slogan that 

does not excite those of us who know that peace is at 

~ 
> 

this stage strictly in the preliminary discussion stage, and 

that the prosperity much of America enjoys is far less 
-:;:::: ---....... - =-----... 

than intelligent policy could have produced -- and can 

yet produce .~It will certainly not fool the farmers of 

America. 

-- , ............ .. ~. 
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~t will scarcely mean much to the families who live in 

areas of chronic unemployment 

t~~ 
~~;~~';;? 
te~ ~ ~~~despair 

has gripped whole counties and sections of states. 

A It is high time to come clean with the American 

people -- to stop this sloganeering and to discuss 

with them openly and candidly our position in the 

world, and the great unsolved problems in our own 

society. 

~ If this involves hard work, indeed, distastefUl 

~ork, then let us roll up our sleeves and get busy. 
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There are deep wells of national strength, 

reservoirs of ideas and energy that have been 

~ ---~~--------------

untapped f or almost a decade ~r:W-M We 

j; . aJ wnJ > 

~!:b£33~~==1a!§>~~·~,~~~it;~~.-There are men and women in 

our colleges and universities who could make far more 

substantive contributions to American policy than 

the undoubtedly clever men from Madison Avenue . 

There are surely many in t he 

labor movement who can make great contributions to 

policy decision-making as there are among the boards 

of directors of great corporations . 

American religious leaders could make a great 

contribution to wise policy, without violating the 
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constitutional precept against the involvement of 

church and state . 

~And surely it would be o~ sensible when_ 

making far-reaching decisions on agricultural policy - :...,..-------

and on other national policies -- to seriously consult 

the American farmer and his representative leadership. 
~· ~ 

~ In attempting to bring about more harmonious 

relationships between negro and white in the South 

and in the North as well -- surely it would be prudent 

and fruitful to consult on a regular and frequent basis 

with leaders of both races -- particularly among the 

~,~~ 
th~~rivate non-Jl.ofit clergy, the schoolmen, and 

organizations . 
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~Tens of t housands of such Americans are ready, 

willing and able to roll up t heir sleeves and go to 

work 

In short -- for the habits of presiding and 

sloganeering, I would urge that we substitute full-

time leadership, candid discussion with the people 
--.------ -

~c, and active regular consultation with American 

leaders f rom every walk of life in the constantly 

changing task of formulating national programs and -
policy. 
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~ The overwhelming task of American leadership 

in the decade ahead is to take the lead in creating 

conditions for the establishment of a just and 

peacef ul world order . NOthing takes precedence over the 

attempt to prevent another disastrous world war . 

Several illusions widely held by Americans must 

be destroyed, if peace is to be won. 

~ First, we must understand that foreign policy 

does not exist in a vacuum. The national decisions 

on the great question of war and peace are interwoven 
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with a score of other national policy decisions . 

Agricultural policy and foreign policy cannot 

What we do in this country 

to enlarge or abridge the rights of minority groups 

has a direct and heavy impact on our position in 

the world . No area of American life fails to bear 

directly on American foreign policy. 

~ The critical dilemma of American leadership in 

th! ~J?ties, of course, is how to preserve the spirit 

and the letter of freedom while organizing our 

society to compete with the monolithic, disciplined, 

---
onrushing system of the Communists . 

This dilemma can be solved~ !~ mus~ be faced . 

It will not be solved by a sudden stroke, but only by 

patient, persistent active attention to the details 

of American life, by forseeing danger , by preventive 
...., ~ ,..-e: ~ 

measures, by cooperative planning. --------

)/ 
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It is absurd to say that 11we cannot afford" 

the works that must be accomplished if genuine peace 

r ' is to be achieved . This is massive nonsense. 

~As badly distributed as it is, mankind now 

controls wealth and real power of fantastic dimensio"ns . 

The creation of hu~resources of disposable wealth in 

North America, and more lately in Western Europe and 

the Soviet Union, reflects an historic change in man's 

condition: in these areas of the world at least, 
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we are capable of producing far more goods and services than we 

alone can possibly consume. Here in America only a relative few 

have recognized that our so-called supplus food and fiber 

production is in reality great wealth of a uniquely useful and 

noninflationary character. 

We can, and we must, use this enormous wealth for the benefit 

of all men -- not only because it is the right and just thing to 

do, but also because it is fundamentally in our own interest. 

We can afford it. We must afford it . 

• 

We c nnot af 

Asia, 

while 

causes. of those ri ing expectations 

in North erica in 776. They h ve been fed 



_ , ~ ... 

~ad':lBl~~ 
by a~ rising literacy throughou the world, and they 

have been blown into flame by the pass nate dedication to 

freedom of men like Ghandi. 

In these areas of the world, i which two-thirds of mankind 

lives and struggles for a bare e Soviet challenge 

~----------------

is in the long run most danger For the material achievements 

of Inevitably the Communist 

successes make 

ons of people now straining to rise 

from the mud and filth o centuries of bleak poverty and 

ignorance. 

And it is clearly ot the Soviet Union alone that is our 

Russian rockets -- symbolizing 

the meteoric rise o Soviet power -- have tended to obscure an 
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even more massive reorganization of an even more economically 

primitive society by the Chinese Communists. As bloody and 

ruthless as the Chinese transformation has been, we can no longer 

permit emotions to blind us to the hard facts of life in the 

Far East. Prime Minister Nehru has been forced to look at the 

fact of the new China. 

China, 

too, is our competitor -- separate and aside ffom the challenge 

of the Soviet Union. 
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food, shelter, medical care, and education. Poverty, indeed, 

is "the parent of revolution and crime", and the institutions 

of freedom find it difficult if not impossible to flourish 
/ / 

where poverty has ground the people into the dust. 

J' In American slums and in the African bush, in the 
~ -=-

coal fields 

of West ¥irginia and the oil lands of the Middle East, poverty 

ranging 
inevitably breeds despair and often violence --/from what we 

call "delinquency" to powerful drives to overturn a whole 

societ~s peace and security for tbe citizens of a great 

city are not possible in the presence of great slums, so peace 

and security for this nation of ours are not truly possible 

in a world so largely hungry, sick and illiterate. 

'1.. 
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~We must set our sights on two broad, but definable, goals 

in American foreign policy: the commencement of a worldwide 
-·--

cooperative attack on poverty -- with its evil companions 

of disease, hupger, ignorance and fear -- and the achievement 

of an arms control system tbat increases, not lessens, the I 

national security of the United States. 

Do these goals sound grandiose? Then consider the over-

powering alternatives -- increasing turmoil, tension, explosion 

and destruction' 

.._, . szwea *' 'to a I I & 218879 

1 American leadership e should referably 
, . . -

be exerted through the United Nations and its related agencies, 

but it may also be developed through other bilateral and multi

lateral efforts~ur medical knowledge, our technological and 

administrative experience, our educational techniques, our 
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capital resources should be pooled with those of any other 

nation who wishes to join us. Our vast agricultural 

production capacity makes us uniquely able to spearhead a 

great Food for Peace effort which would both substitute for 

and supplement the investment of American capital. I welcome 

the President 1s indication in New Delhi recently that he will 

support the kind of long-range program of using American food 

and fiber in works of peace that has for so long been advocated 

by some of us in Congress. Let us hope that in this session of 

Congress, the promise of his Indian address may be fulfilled in 

the form of White House support of the International Food for 

Peace Act. 

~Concurrently we must explore every opportunity to rind 

agreement on a safeguarded system of arms control. The need 

is so overwhelming that one is shocked to observe how little 

effort and money has been invested by our Government in the 
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~While_ there is little comfort to be gained from reciting 

the tale of past mistakes, I believe that history will record 

a series of most fateful and damaging decisions in 1953 and 1954 

-- decisions based wholly on political expediencJ and a 

willingness to gamble with the nation's future. From those 

decisions ensued a radical and unilateral reduction in our 

military strength, a slow-down in our foreign aid programs, a 

reduction in the NATO goals and a general relinquishment of 

American leadership and responsibility. All these steps were 

taken in the name of "fiscal responsibility" and a "balanced 

budget 11 and 11reducing the cost of government". 

~In fact, the decisions were made to placate the forces of 

blind conservatism -- forces tbat were and are inaapable of 

understanding the complex nature of the Communist threat, that are 

incapable of sensing the well-springs of the social and political 

ferment throughout the world, forces that do not trust the American 

~----···-
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people nor realize how willing Americans are to accept responsibility 

and to make necessary sacrifices. 

so the proud nation that had revitalized and rebuilt the 

Free World was made the victim of domestic politics. In the eyes 

of the world the United States was to become not the land of the 

free and the home of the brave, but the land of McCarthyism and 

the home of the fearful. 

~Worst 
I 

has 

~ 

/ a nationa that did not care -- a nation in uncertain withdrawal :. 

~An ~dministration that knew the cost of everything and the 

value of nothing shattered the great pattern of American leader
-·~ 

ship. 

There must be very great changes made in the American pattern 

of American leadership. We must begin by recognizing that we 

cannot compartmentalize foreign policy, disarmament policy, and 

military policy. We cannot separate basic economic policy at 

home from the life and death struggle for national survival. 
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Today we are told by the timid that we cannot afford to 

expand our educational plant, to increase our out put of trained ..__ 

young men and women, to invest more heavily in research at all 

levels. 

~are cautiOned that we cannot afford to do anythi•& aQout 

the festering slums and the stricken areas of chronic unemploy-

ment in our country that act as a constant drain on the overall 

economy. 

·-
~Be are warned that we should slow up on hospital construction, . 

airport and harbor construction, the conservation of our .-r 

great natural resources. Does anyone here seriously believe 

that the leadership of the past eight years would have 

undertaken, let us say,the construction of the Tennessee Valley 

Authority, or even would have established 41·•••• the vast 

national preserves we set aside in Teddy Roosevelt's time --our 

national parks and forests1 
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necessary resea~ch to underpin an effective arms control policy. 

Eventual agreement can come only if we are patient and tena~aus 

in negotiation, alert to the political implications throughout 

the world of various arms control positions, and if we can 

ultimately successfully negotiate from a position of strength. 

~Paradoxically, ~n order to achieve meaningful disarmament 

over the next decade, we may have to increase our bargaining 

position by commencing a program to rebuild our military 

capabilities to the point where the Communists are convinced they 

have nothing to gain by perpetuating the arms race. Aside 

from the problem of nuclear and missile arms control, we must 

consider the infinitely complex problem of dealing with a bloc 

whose so-called conventional arms are so much larger, more 

modernized and highly trained than our own. Despite the Soviet 

announcement of heavy cuts in troop strength, we must not forget 

the three million-man Red Chinese forces. 
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~We are told today to wait about doing sometbing about 

t 

our polluted rivers and streams, the problems of our smog-cloake~ and 

automobile-choked cities, their lack of adequate playgrounds 

for children, ~e incredible and chaotic sprawl of suburban 

development that surrounds all of our major cities. 

~ We are, in sbort, told that what is really wanted in 

America is the good old status quo. Every proposal designed 

to increase the rate"" of economic growth of our nation is greeted 

with mournful cries of 11Inflation" "radicalism, socialism" and so 
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~We can and should at least double the present rate of 

economic growth.Within five years we can exceed a $600 billion 

economy and thereby provide at the same level of taxation 

sufficient capital and energy to finance the solution of our 

gravest economic problems at home and the great task of winning 

the peace as well. 

~~s shown that ... s_h_e_c_an __ r_i_s_e_t_o_t_he_h_e_i_g_h_t_s~. 
But she will not be summoned by men who everywhere see 

obstacles rather than opportunities, who are so ausy saying 

"no" that they have lost the capacity for affirmative action. 

The world cries out for leaders who seek and enjoy endeavor, 

who will achievement and point the way to it. 
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ric • s conomy has 1a. ged. It baa b en si e 

You can • t r ize your full economic potential when you 

ashingto an dministration that 1 symbolized 

by tbes words: No- _o, go slow, not now. veto, injunction. 

adminiat ti • t can't be done.. e can •t r alize our 

f~ll ec omic poten: " vb n p ople are ing conditio d 

by public leaders to accept thr e and a lf million to 

four million unemployed as a '•normal eushionu in the vorl:. 

force. 

A A ni tration t t at sh~ so little concern 

bout the waste of lllltnpower, the waste of tale t and skill. 

as t 1 Admtnistr tion does ia indeed n -go, o-slow 

Adminiatrat on. 

And you can't ~e 11 employnJant by just indulging 

in scare words, trying to frig ten the 

of their m1s on of t fulfill nt of 

- 2 -

rican people out 

conomic potenti 1. 
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t time to t th toll t t 1 do o 

tbia Ad rli.a rat bas t n fro t is eon • Tn 

n y a of 1 st work! ions of dollars of 

lost production! illious of do art of lost pttbl c r ven ! 

1 cause it 

lati w ic t 

to 

r tea b ta 

of so-call d 

policies) than t 

co rageoua and fea,r ea in maet:l.n t challen of 

eonom1c c 

ationa ako • 
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dignity • :ree 

just that. 

i ion om the tun n fr other 

t e c d object st to chiev 11 

tice for v ry rlean, an 1 an 

at thing tb&t c do in 

t c 11 prot c our tren th i a t 

could do for freed d ce, ia to set an 

ono. c an political conduc that 

tb n 

e Y tr at ach ot r 

t words y rs. T way t t our 

t:Uinorities. th ard o r oL ~opl.e, the re 1 t st 

- 3 -
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o Amer!c leadership and r i.e morale • 

When I ay to you hat need to achieve full 

dignit , fr edom d j tic for v ry ric , I have 

0 specifiC n • Let s ~ this to ou~ You can 

just about t 11 he kind of a ov rm:snt you , and hat 

its philosophy i ,. oy the ay it tre ts thre rou a in our 

society -- t y !h the !ldr n o ar in he dawn of 

life; the elderly o re in the badows o life. or the 

twilight of' life; and t handic ppe , th disabled and the 

ick who are t storm clouds o life. 

I to yo that t is dminiatrati ie guilty of 

ca lou neglect of all tbt' 

It r fuse to 1 c t moral bu et a it wor hip 
fiscal b t. 

ederal aid t c oo s Administr t on aysz 

" can •t afford • t Wb. very mother and father And every 

citizen in t if tLon know t t lac of ro r education 

rica is one of r we n It b th ch lle 

bael in the atrug 1e o oome. 

- 4 -
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\Jbat about our lderly peopler The s Admini tration 

t t says you can't ex c to e bonds old unless you rai8 

in erest is th same dmini trat on t at says to every 

andmother and grandfathe in America: n You will have to 

it ... 

A mill n tuo hun r d t s d t this co ntry 

nder oeial eeurity ttin 1 as than $5 a month, and 

thie Administr tion has the unmitigated 11 to say that 

S6 is quat and. t t an increase in inflationary 

Now 1 then, b t other area f human dignity, Civil 

Rights. Civil ights is not g r- tan citiz nship 

!g4ts.. That iS 11. It is on civil r1 hts • constitutional 

lghts and . ric.an r ht and natur l ri ts rid God•given 

rights, t at ei.tb'!r nobly win or lOse the moral and 

piritual battle in wag d in thi world today. 

- 5 -
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I hope that every person in this hall will h ed ~ 

words: even 1 · the so•called subject of civil rights was 

not morally and politically right -- and it is -· and even 

if one didn't want to justify this on the basis of ethics 

and morality, I remind this audience t at the population 

centers of the world t at r pres nt pow r, represent victory 

represent survival for us, that hose population centers are 

ople of so-called color. 

Now, in conclusion, the final of our great challenges • 

and I lieve this is the greatest of the all -- is the winning 

of a just and enduring pe.ace. Peace s not p ssiv • Peace i 

active,. Peac is not appeasement~ eace i strength. 

It bas beeome impossible, literally, for a conservative 

government to understand people and the social forces that 

are at work in this world , 

They can't understand this revolution of rising 

ex~ctations in Asia, Africa and Latin-America. The 

- 6 -
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c s rvativ s understand things, not ople . They never 

were able to identify the elves with the hopes and 

a piraticm.s of ople v re in 

There can e no doubt abOut it t the number one 
pro le is t secur g of a juat and end :ring peac • I 

mind ou ;t it l not asy d t i oing to require 

unde st&nd g f t wor 4 in w,. ic11 we l:Lve. lt is 

o g to re ire l r o a -hat h :ve 

nsi le for i pol cy broad. Yo cannot treat Americans 

one ay and xpec tt ople bro to t 1k tb y are 

going to be t t d othet: w~. 

So 1 y down t yo what 

fS cti: ut'es to be t ten .• irst o all, gh on he 

da hould 

L s on ible progr disarmamant u r nternatian.al 

s ction.. Y· , tha can conv rt our ools into 

t instrunent of peace • so that we c r l asa the energies 

f .. ind i construct!v war • 

- i -
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I hav; the ng t t t is au nee senses 

With me &OUJ:l of the things that we might do inste of 

crying about t God· iven abundanc of food and iber. 

My friends, wor l wh re half of h ity is hungry, 

let' tran$lata food d fiber surpluses to foOd and 

fiber powe for A> ace and for ople and ·or progress 

th ough t t e orld .. 

nd it can be don : fo for pe ee fr dom. 

t gine i at old Khrushehev would be doin if d 

e ugh h at oda fo· 60 of bread. 

c. ! A.. t Biblical stori s of th 

loavee and fishes ~ applied today throughout ll 

th s world. Ther ar peo yea ... for o good 

al as 1.· a ·allcms in 1 ·~ o-ealled su;: lus s. 

.. 
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tell you, my ien s, th re c 

in uorld o the hungu. Th re c n b 

e no peac 

in 

orld of th ick -- ""' d t ere 

t at are sic tl n are w 11. 

re ople today 

here is 

blessed th he eat st d1ca1 science that the 

\~Cn:ld has ever kn~ , failing to demonsttt t wb t we 

.d o d mocracy b bilizing t health 

resources, t dical r seare , y :L."Pat1 ir.. o1.r 

pro 4 ama o£ dieal care not only her but abroad in 

conjunction an cooperation ith ot rs, in mighty 

n' s ancient n f di asa. 

e sh ld proclaim o th ;orld that c are 

pr par d to launch a mi bty war a ainst ~verty wherever 

it may , a ain t 1 e se d destitution, and that we 

ar _ prop r d to dO ur lev 1 t to vt: to ind 

enl gbtemncnt, to o lit r te fr the faee of this art 

ll:lteraey, t at ar prepared o b our brot r 1s kee r. 



in: 
Address before the 

National Democrat c Club of New' York 

by Se~or ubert H. Humphrey 

J8nuary 14, 196o 

0 0 2 7 6 

I believe that every American shares the uneasy feeling that 

somebow in the past few years, the power and influencej and security of 

the United St ates has been to a great extent simp~ fritte r ed away. ~excx 

maxc~emplexhxu.Kcaoxcxexlxvxcx 

ih.cacmaxckeBDXtmoXiitXlackaxdx&BCkc 

Yet Americans probably do not geneBall y realize how little attention 

and hard work has been devot~d to the task of Amer ican leadership. They 

do not because :kbQxb1nmcbnmxsibtenm::dxba:c:khllc:oro:rll:xma:extxexpxogx:DXo:f 
limited 

most of the/energies of the Republican administ r ation during these patt --seven years kxs have been funnelled into two channel - wr=nzht•8 Hr~P 

imaginative and forceful pro~rams of 

human welfare devel oped under Roosevelt and Tr uman • • • and 

veiling~~epublican wrecking oper rtion behind a smokescheen of f ast-patt er 

slogans. 

ioxcaclongxcinKcthHwxuscacXO«cx 
~l't' ..... ~ .. ..s 

~ou c an 1t fool the Ame ican people f or ever. But ~ ~d an eff ecti'\e 

.j~ ~..::;~~J:!.1:-~. 
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that f ast-pat t er 

design~d t 

s . 

a· buck'' of our 

conventional miliary strength and the painting-ourselves-into - the-

situat:bn . 

11 Sound money" and "balancing the bud get" we r e the catchwords 

~ ~ 
c3~~ .. ~~~~~, ... ! ........ ~~~ 

decision to create · tremendous revenues k the gt'eat i'inancial 

designed to cajole 

institutions of ·the country thr~ ugh higher 

{{g Sa~ .Jt~~ ,..Jw O..UUPL tfLt 
m l,_sni e~t !? Us ~ deliberately 

,;1 

~;rex vital p L1blic inve stmen~.BBH~alnit8Uitiel!LX in the mistaken 

) 
I 
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.Politics 1960j today 

but x.·· itl 

to the main course. 

il / 
This audience, suited to the theme 

/ . I 

of my discus s ion Sixties. n 

The working 

all~ of the 
/ 

night, 

accurate, l news 

dEimand in this 

co min the past most if 

I 
marg m for error leadershffip J.' have permitted 

dilettante adership to 

put ours compromised osition in the 
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idea that c a stagnant or 

creeping economy was somehow good ror American business . 

"Mas siveretaliatio:p" was used to comrort Americans who 

SSP8!~ eh . 

m-3-s the ad , 

--
..,.., 

and.frosperity'Ais flying rroijl the Republican ., 

a slogan 

~uti' 
1 u~ those or us who know that peace is a t this 

stage strictly in the preliminary fiascussion 

-~ mus h or Amer ical enjoys is rar less ·than intelligent policy 

could It will · certainly not 

rarmers or 

r :l:ly 

---~e . ~ vdll# scar;2ely mean 

much to the ad live in 
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~:u·eas of chronic unemployment -- areas in which recent testimony 

brought out that children American child~en -- were often 

going without shoes and even food , where the re is little or no 

medi~l care available, where ~ despair has gripp ed whole counties 

/ There aee deep wells of national strength, 

•11!11!1111• reservoirs of ideas and energy that have been untapped 

for almost a de08de -- in a period of the mo~t fast-paced and 

There ar ..; men and women in ' our coibleges and universities #who 

-

could make far more substantive contrlbuti ons to A\llleri cmn policy 

than the undoubteily clever men from Madison Avenue• K lie 
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The ·'e are surely as many Americans in the labor moveme.bt 

policy 
who can make great contributions to .t:mt/decis i on-rra¥:ing as 

ther>e are among the -boards of dirctors of great corporations. 

exc e~g~ xox 

Amer ic:a n reiigio.Q,S leaders could make a gr at contribution 

to wise policy, without violating the constitutional p r cept against 

. ~· 
the invo l vement of clrurch and s ta te. ~rely it would be~ 
sensibihe a•il: 2 J nat when making far-reaching decisions on 

--
a ricultural policy~to serio~sly consmmt the American farmer and 

his representative lead eBship: 

In attempting to ~ng about more harmonius relatinaships 

between ne gro and mite in the South __. --and in the North as well --

surely it would be prudent and fruitful to consult an a regular and 

frequent basis with m9•tt8K leaders of both races-- par~~arly 

among the clergy, the schoolmen, and the private non-profit 

organi7ations. 

Tens of thousands of such Americans are ryady, willing an.d a'Jle 

to roll up their sleeves and go to work; indeed , there is a deep 
and ·~ridesprad frus tra ti cn among many hi ghly capable Americ ans because 
they find no way to contribute their ena>gjes and ability to their 
nation . 
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~he ha~its of presidin 
In ~~x short -- for wa~~±~x~~xe~~ .. 

I would urge that we substitutle full-time 

000283 

sloga<meering, 

leadership, 

re&Ular 
candid discussion with the peop e as a whole, and active/consultation 

Hith Arrerican leaders from every walk of life in the constantly 

changing task of formulating naftonal programs and policy . 

Amerrcan leadership in the 

decade ahead is to take the lead in creating 

for ahe 

I 
Nothing takes precedence 

o£ a just and peace£ul world ord~ 

over the attmmpt to pr e vent another 

disastrous world war Por the Sixties ahead could mean for 

mankind peace and security, or they could be the years in v-rhich 

we take the final , irrevoca1b1be plunge. in to disasL.~e~ ~ .... tA. ~ . . JJ ...U 
S•·""""e~tcc.e~ &AM..Ld~~~ ~~~ ~ril ~, 1 

~&.Co,. '"-a~ ~~ "FWi#, w-e. ~ ~IW-tP 7t;;;:p ~ ~t.#f d.N. ~ 
-l-•~•"'lliMlfoi!t~ - '"Jlie national decisfhons on thtl great 21 \ 

~ 

~ question of war and peace are interwoven with a score of other 

' a 
~ 

\ 
na ti c nal polt{y decisions . 

¥-~· 
be dLvor ced,~ What we do in 

_ al policy 
A riclture/and foreign policy cannot 

('!" 

this co untry to enlarge or ib rigge the 

rights of minority groups has a direct and heavy impact on our 
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position in the world. No area of AmeT'i can life fails to bear 

directly on American f~eign policy. 

The critical dilemma of American leadership in the Sixties, 

of course, is how ~ to preserve the 

and te letter of J 
I• freedom while or_ganiz ing our society to compete with 

'~ Q') 

This dilemma can be solved, but it must be faced. It will 

not be solved by a sudden stroke, but~by patient, persistent 

active attention to the details of Arr.erican life, b7 forseeing 

the that must be accomplished 

genu irE 
if/peace is to be achieved . 

/:S 
As badly distributed as it Mili!f 11i, mankind now controls 

wealth and real power of fantastic dimensions. The Qreation of 

huge resources of disposafu~e wealth in North Ameriea , and more 

ts . 

lately i h Weste n Europe and the Soviet Union, reflects an histori c 

change in man's conri ti on: in these are as of the vJorlcl at least' 

.. 
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are capable of prod ucing farp{ more goods and services than we 

can possibly consume . Here in America only a relati~ few have 

recognized tbat our so-called surpilms food and fiber production is 

,,.r;;r 
in realityAwealth of a uniquely useful and noninflationary 

character. 

We can, ~~d we must, use this w:WI .. ~ enormous wealth for the 

benefit of all men -- not only 

also 
is the right and just thing to do, but/because it is fundamentally 

in our own interest. "ltle can afford it. We must afford it. 

W:ex cxmmX; CEKff or dx~E c 

There are things we cannot afford. 

We cannot afford to i~nore the na ti·onalis t ferment ghroughout 

Asia, Africa and Latin America~. And we must recognize that 

while the Communists have sought to capture the leadership of 

these rev lutionary movements , they spring from more fundamental 

causes. IDn one sen~ they are the fruit of those rising expectation£) 

first kindled here in North America in 1776. They have been fed 

by a gr~dually rising literacy thrcugho t the world, and they have 

been blown into flame by the passionate dedication to freedom of 
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men like Gandhi. 

' In these areas of the world, in which two-thirds of mankind 

lives and struggles for a bare existence, the Soviet. challenge is 

~a the long run most dangerous. For the mate~ial achievements of 

Communism have been considerable. Inevitably thei Co~unist 

successes in industrialization of primit~ve societies must make 

a strong appeal to the billions of people now straining to rise 

from the mud and filth of centuries of bleak pove r ty and ignora~ce. 

And it learl y not the Soviet Union alone tbat is our 

ccncern over the next dacade. Russian rockets -- symboliz ing 

the meteoric ri ~ e of Soviet power -- have tended to obscure an 

even more mas sive reorganiz a. tim of an even more economically 

primitive society by tre Chinese C.ornrnunists. As b ~ibody and 

ruthless as the Chinese transformation has been , we can no longer 

uermi t emotions to blind us to the hard facts of life in the Far 

at 
E~st . Prime Minister Nehru has been forced to look/the fact of 

the new China.jK~aoc too, must review our 

thinking about China in a cold and obj ective manner. China, too, is 

our competithr -- separate and aside from the challenge of the . 
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Soviet Union. 

Indeed, with the rising living standards in the Soviet Union, 

we have concur.rently observed adjustments in the internal and 

external political policies of the Soviet leadership. o, the 

other hand , ~the desper~te economic straits of the Chinese people 

are reflected in the vio~ent and fanatical policies of their 

leaders. There is reason to belieYe that the emerging difrerences 

between the two major Communist societies is in part due to the 

diffe rence s in economic well-being between their peoples . 

believe it to be in the national intere s t of 

States that men and v-mmen 

care, and education. Poverty, indeed , isuthe parent of revoluti on 

and crime", and the instlttut i ons of freedom find it .lifficult .-l 

if not impossible to flour ish Hhere poverty has ground the people 

~nto the dust . 
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In Ame ican slums and in the African bush, in the coal 

fields of West Virginia and the ibil lands of the Middle East , 

p~erty inevitably breeds despair and often violencey- ~nnging 

from what we call 11 delinquencyn to powerful drives to overturn 

a mole society. As peace and security for the ci ti z) ns of a 

great city are not possible 

so peace and security for 'this nation of ours are not 

truly possible in a world so largely hungry, sick and 'illiterate . 

we must set our sights on two broad, but definable,goals in 

American faeign policy : the commencement of a world-wide cooperative 

attaok on poverty -- wit,its evil companions of disease, hunger , 

ignorance and fear -- and the · achievement of an arms c,9ntrol 

system that increase not lessen;) the national security of 1 

the United States . 

Do these goals B.ommd grandiose.? Then consider the overpowering 

.-
alter natives incr~ a sing turmoil, tension, explosion and des t :2uc tion. 

not for much longer_; 
Civili7.ation can (bear the awful h i ,,,,., pressures of . 

~~ 
the arms raae and the 1 g · ~upward thrust of the c6lored peoples 

of the world. 
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~merican leadership in the works of peace should preferably 

be exerted through the Un!fted Nations and its related ap;encies, 

but it may also be developed through k~xaZ£xcx other bilateral 

and multilateral efforts . ~~e~~Wd~Ee~y~a«B 

il:'ol:ex.t.mc our medical knowledge, our technological and admin·istrative 

experience, our educational techni~ues, our capital resources should 

be pooled with those of any other nation whq wish to joih us . ~XX 

Our vast agricultural productive capacity makes us un~quely 
I 

a0le to spearhead a great Food for Peace effo:Ct which would both 

subs itute for and supplement the investment of American capital . 

I Helcome the President 1 s indication in Ne-v1D:llli recently that he 

.wllill support the kind of long-range program of using Ame ican food 

and fiber in itvorks of peace that has for so long b'een advocated by 

some 
~~of us in Congress . Let us hope that in session of 

Congress, the promise of his Indian address may be fulfilled in 
f· 

the form of White House support of 1he International Food for Peace 

Act . 
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agreement on a safeguarded system of arms 

control. The need is so overwhelming that one . is shocked to 

observe hmv little effort and money he, s been i nvested by our 

Government in 

research to underpin an effective arms control policy. Eventual 

agreement can come only if we are patient and tenacious in 

throughout the world 
negotiation, alert to the political implications/of vairious 

arms co nt ro 1 

Parado~ically, in order to achieve meaningful disarmament 

over the next decade, v.r~ Noiiald. €HHi::::t;Jb.mve to incr~ our 

commencing a prog ram to rebuild 
oargaining posit ion· by /our military capabilities to the 

poi11t where the Communists are convinced they have nothing to gain 

by perpetuating the arms race. Aside from the problem of nuclear 

and r~issile arms control, i11 ~ust lie c cnsider .. the infinitely 
-1 

o-call 
complex problem of dealing with a bloc whose conventional arms are so 

. ~'1 f). ~ W.CQ AM "f-1\.N f ~ f'h; 
1 ~~·rNM. '3~~1Cvt ~~~ ~u...,. 

much larger, more modernized and highly trained than our ow~ 
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i'Jhile there :ls little comfort to be gained frorO JlJltrl.Jk 3 
the tale of past mistakes , I belie1Te that history will /'tl~ 
r'a;Q 7 , , ~ t a series of most fateful and damaging decisions 

unrs ?e in 1953 and 1954 -- decisions based wholly on political 

expediencv and a willingness to gamble with the nation ' s fu~ure . 

Fro:r:n those de cis ions e r:s ued a radical and unilateral re duction in 

our milita~ strength, a slow-down in our foreign aid pro~rams , 

a reducticn in the NATO goals and a general relinquishment of 

American xexpEnE~EtxmxyxBEUxt~exx leadership and responsibility. 

All these steps were taken in the aarne of 11 r'iscal responsibility" 

and a "l:allanced budget" and "reduc,t'ing the cost of government" . 

In fact, the decisions were made to placate the forces of 

blind conservatism-- forces that were and are incapable of 

understanding the complex nature of the Communist thre at, ~~Q~ incapable of sensmng :bre 
Avell-springs of the social and political ferment throughout the 

world, forces that do not trust the American people nor re,, lize 

how willing Americans are to accept responsibility and to make 

necessary sacrifices. 

and rebuilt the 

Free \.J'orld vras made tlel vic tim of domes tic politics . · In the eyes 
~1~ ~'A ~ 7pv..(. aM,.-(~ 1 ~ 

of the world the United States was to~ecome~the land of 

McCarthyism and the home of the fenrful~Worst .of all, in a swift 

reversal of all .that America has stood for since we abandoned 

--isola ti onlism, we see:rre d to become a nat ion that did not car~ a 

un ertain withdrawal. 
I '1~ 

knew the cost of everything and the value of nothing 

shattered the great pattern of American leadership~ 



foreign policy, 

disar~~t policy, and military policy. 

{)J,t ~annot separate basic economic policy at home from the life and 

Nathx death struggle for national survival, 

(:~ 
A We ar told by the timid tba t we cannot afford to expand our 

educational plant , to increase our outp t of t rained young men and 

women, to invest more heavily in research at all levels. 

We are cautioned tba t we cannot affmrd to do anything about the 

festering slums and the stricken areas of chronic unemployment in 

our·ccuntry that act as a constant drain on the overall economy. 

V.Je are warned that we shruld slo1...r up on hospital construction, 

airport and harbor x.:N!ix construction, the cons cr ~a tion of our 

Nlrli c great natural resources. Does anyo,ne here seriously 

believe that the leadership of the past eight years would have 

under taken, l e t us say, the cone:bruc ticn of e , 

ti'V_...,'M.r ~UI /..-..u~ 
the Tennessee Valley Authority , tloo · • I'' 3 nt~e vast 

. ~.4-~ L-.T~ I --c....UI'!I~--
national pr e serves 4 n t"Rs PoPl'llJ'l our '!iational Jtrks and fbrests? 
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We are told
1
to wait about doing something about our polluted 

.. 
rives and streams , the OCb~ggemc~~c~gxa« problems of our 

smoq-cloaked and a utomob_a:le -chol-.e d cities, their lack of a dequate 

playP'rrunds for children, the incredible and chaotic sprawl of 

suburban develop!l'ent that s urrounds all of our major cities. 

We are, in short, told that what is really wanted in America 

is the good old status quo 30€. ~Every proposal designed to 

increase the rate of economic growth of our nation is greeted wit h 

so forth. 

walk d up and dmm Senator Hurnpr.r ey for daring to advocate some 

:l!:bxJqillr! l!'l!i!!e11tis:itsnb1&Ykcsae cooperative :planning to increa se the rate 

.. 
atle a t ~ 

lve can and shedd/double the pre sent rate 
1-1- (.. ..1M. f I -/ 

1 

~thereby provide at the same level of taxation sufficient capital and 

eYJ.ergy to finance the solution of our gravest economic 

roblems at home and the great t as k of winning the peace as well. 



America has shown that ~ ........ ~~e--.~~~~. she can r1Se to tne 

heights. 000296 

The world cries out for leaders who seek and enjoy endeavor, 

ment and point the way to it. 

The late Eugene Meyer, one of the most revered men in your profession, once 

told a Senate Committee in a time of crisis: 

"All that \ie value in civilization has come about through the agency of men 

who refused to allow nature to take its course -- men of heroic hope who used the 

sovereignty of their spirit and the light of their reason to force the proof that 

the human person can make his own purposes prevail in the face of blind fortune. " 

Men and nations can forge their ovm destinies if they but will to exert the 

"sovereignty of theirSpirit and the light of their reason. 11 But for men and na

tions to will this, their leaders must will it for them and with them. 

- 30 -
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January 2Q1 196o 

Memo to Ginni 

From Senator 

This is the DeSapio introduction of .100 in New York. Make 

some copies. Sen~ to Bob Barrie, Jim Rowe, Karl Rolvaag1 

Governor Freeman. Do this as soon as possible. Be sure to keep 

the original in our files 1 with my speech before the Democratic 

Club Forum in New York. Vi has the speech. This is quite impor-

tant for me to have. It is quite an endorsement from DeSapio in 

New York, when you really read it. 
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NATIONAL DEMOCRA TI C CLU B 

1960 FORUM SER IF S , 

"SALUT TO DEMOCRAC Y" ... 

Thursday Evenin g , 

tanuary 14 , 1960 

Distin gu ished guests, my good friends 

. and fe I I ow- Democrats ••• 

This evening we open our 196 0 forum 

series which your committee has aptly 

named " Salute to Democracyn. Tonight 

and durin the succeed in weeks, you w i I I 

have the opportunity to meet the outstanding 

lea ders and spokesmen of our party, at the 

same time that they wi I I be ab I e to meet ,... 
and exchan e views with you. 
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The forums this year are of unprecedented 

si nificance~because the Presidential 

election this year is of inestimable 

importance to every human being on the 

face of the earth. 

1960 finds the world poised between the 

brink of disaster on the one hand, and 

limitless horizons of progress and 

achievement on the other. Which way the 

w or I d moves depends, i n very I a r g e me as u r e , 

on the ro I e which the United States wi I I 

play in world affairs during the next 

few years. 

-2-
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If our country is strong and united 

behind a proqram of aggressive and 

progressive world leadership, the tide of 

events wi I I reach new he i qhts of human 

attainment. If we, on the other hand, 

are weak and vacci lating and passive, 

disaster inevitably wi II result. 

Our nation and the world hunger for 

leadership --imaginative leadership-- the 

kind of leadership which traditionally 

has characterised the Democratic party. 

A truly outstanding personification of 

just this kind of leadership is our guest 
.- a 

speaker this evenin g . 

-3-



All of his thinking; all o 0R,s0 kctions; 

alI of his deeds and his dreams and his 

works are conceived in and attuned to the 

liberal, the progressive, the forward-looking 

heritage of our party. He is dedicated 

with every fibre of his soul, to the 

well-being of the people ••• of the people 

in New York, in Sacramento, in Mi nneapo I is, 

in Bombay, in London, in Rome, in Paris ••• 

of the people alI over. He is dedicated 

to their security and to their welfare, 

and has devoted h i s I i f e to the f u I f i I I men t 

of their needs. His compassion, his 

understanding and his deep sense of humanity 

both symbolize and epitomize a simple and 

forceful truth: he is a Democrat. 

-4-
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This distin guished American has declared 

his candidacy for the emocratic 

Presidential nomination. His ten 

a c h i eve men t- f i I I e d years i n the Senate 

of the United States; his world travels; 

his keen awareness; his sensitivity to 

the needs, the wants and the aspirations 

of the people, oualify him beyond 

question for that great office. 

My good friends, my fellow-Democrats, 

am pr i vi I e ged to present to you a 

teacher of government, a student of humanity, 

a pu b lic servant of great knowled ge and 

vision ••• and a strong and dynamic leader ••• 

the distin guished Senator from the state of 

Minnesota ••• Honorable Hubert H. Humphrey. 

-0-
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