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"vlhen I voted in the Senate repeatedly for Statehood for Alaska, it was 
because I was convinced it was in the clear interest of the Union as well as , 
the interest of the Territory that Alaska become a State. It definitely was 
not to bring down on you an avalanche of Presidential candidates of assorted 
parties clamorin~ for your support. 

"Nevertheless that seems to have been an inevitable result. You can 
'consider it as an extra added penalty or privilege, as you will, that goes 
with the responsibilities of Statehood. So here I am, in the parade of can­
didates, semi.-candidates and crypto-candidates from whom you have been 
receiving visitations. 

"As the first declared Democratic candidate, I am happy to be address­
ing the Democratic leaders in a Democratic convention in this new Democratic 
State. I am proud to be here by your invitation, tendered through your 
Chairman, Felix J. Toner, and at the urging of my good friends 'and your 
Senators, Bob Bartlett and Ernest Gruening, your Congressman, Ralph Rivers, 
your fine Governor, William Egan, his Secretary of State, Hugh J. Wade, 
and others. 

"You are about to select the first delegation from the State of 
Alaska to a Presidential nominating convention. And at that convention, I'm 
to make my inaugural appearance as a candidate for the Presidential nomination. 

"And to come right out flat with it, this candidate is after the 
votes of your delegates at that convention. 

"In that quest I take for my text tonight the full development of all 
our natural resources for the benefit of all our people. 

"In those resources lies much of the great strength Alaska has brought 
to the Union, and in their development lies the future of Alaska itself. 

"I ~ ve had some good education in resource development in the Senate, 
and your ~ob Bartlett and Ernest Gruening and other Alaskan missionaries 
have been among my best teachers. I've even had special political education 
denied some of my colleagues. Don't forget I'm a Senator form Minnesota -­
a northern state with some of the same kinds of resources of land, water, 
climate, minerals and timber as you have. In the "New Deal" days, some of 
~- constituents heard the call of Alaska. They wanted to get to Matanuska. 
A whole caravan of fine citizens went, and made good here. In fact they 
have been coming singly and in caravans ever since, to build your State. 
Perhaps that revelation won't do me much good back home, for the short­
sighted think it is politically inexpedient for a Senator to help in 
exporting constituents. But there is no denying that Minnesota's loss was 
Alaska's gain. 

"The present Republican Administration has not only neglected your 
resources; it has made a policy of neglect. In stifling Federal programs 
designed to foster resource development, it has committed a crime against the 
public and the Union. And specifically, the "no-new-starts" policy, whether dressed up as "anti-inflation", "anti-expansionist" or in any other 
sloganeered disguise, is an affront to good sense and an offense against 
Alaska and your future. 
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~e--. -than --any other state of our great country, Alaska, which needs resourc-e -deve-lopment, roads, transportation of all kinds, should get behind a progressive Democrat for the Presidency. 

"Alaska needs the dynamic progressivism of the Democrats and cannot afford the dynamic apathy of the Republicans. , 

"The Republican policy of no new starts (except maybe in election years) simply vlOn 1 t do the job Alaska needs. done.- You can't build Alaska with a "no-go, go-slow, not now, vet;~_" . Administration. 

"In closing hou('s of last year 1 s ses.sion of Congress, we had a chance to make a beginning of that unfinished business by voting to override President Eisenhower 1 s veto of the Public Work.s Appropriation Bill. That was the first Eisenhower veto we overrode, and I enj,oyed it as much as your ·Sanators. By passing that bill, we assured some long-overdue re.source development in many places, including the start ~f Rampart Dam .surveys on your Yukon River. 

"And since you can prove a politician 1 s philos·ophy only by his votes when he must stand up to be counted, I invite you to review all eleven years of my voting record for full development of our hatufal resources. I piedge you to keep the record that way, be it in the Sena b~ or_ the White House. 

"It seems to me that when we bought Alaska f~om Czarist Russ~a some 93 year~ ago, we got the biggest real estate bargai~ of the age. For some seven million dollars, we bought a treasure house of. hatural resources. We still have them, but they will d~ou no good, ana the nation no good, until we urilock thetn by vi&oroU~; intelligent develop\heht _programs. But first we tnust get rid of art Administratitjh so short-sighted a~d so narrow-minded that it believes we "can 1 t afford'' to Unlock the treasure l 
11We must get rid of an Administration that stifles Alaska with tight money. We must get rid of an Administration that stifles Alaska with discrimi­natory transportation rates. We must get rid of an Administrati.on that prefers budget balancing to national expansion and development. 

"There are acres of diamonds under our feet if we oan but only see them. Alaska is our great testing ground of what America can do in the emerging areas of the world. The Democrats will not shirk this ,z:esponsibility. 

"There is no purpose in my calling off before you the roll of your resources. You know more than I do about your vast land, water, fish, fuel, mineral, and timber treasures. I have no favorites. But granting .Alaska statehood, while retarding its development with a hit-or-miss, "give away", grab-and-run Federal resource development program, will not bring Alaska the permanent prosperity it could and should have. 

"Likewise it does nothing for the rest of the Union. It is just plain mismanagement of the nationai estate. 

"All this talk of "Peace and Prosperity" makes pretty political slogans, but we want real prosperity. For you that means wise resource development, which will wreck nobody's budget. Profitable resource development is real economy. 

"Among your manifold resources, one attracts me particularly as the starting point for profitable Federal investment. That is your wasted river resource for hydro-electricity. Low-cost power -- and Alaska has it for the taking -- is not only an ever self-renewing resource in itself, but also the key that can unlock the rest of your resources. 
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"Alaska's . ..tivers have the greatest hydro-electric power potential in 

this hemisphere. Their tremendous potential, one of the greatest of all 
Alaskan resources , will in the future provide the power to turn the wheels 
of industry. · This power is a vital and essential requirement for the 
development of Alaska as a whole and of most of your resources. 

"We are well into the electrical age but that is barely perceptible 
in your new State. Back in "New Deal" days, before the advent of a Republ i can 
Administration, we Democrats did manage to get one small Alaskan Federal 
power project authorized, financed and built at Eklutua. Ernest Gruening, 
then Governor, and Bob Bartlett, then your Delegate in the House of Repres en ­
tatives , carried the load in that job for the Territory. 

"But since the advent of Republican ru"J.e in vJashington, with its well 
·advertised antipathy to all Federal power, the lights have been dimming low 
or blacking out in Alaska. The kilowatt demand has soared, power-hungr y 
industry of necessity has gone elsewhere, and your recognized potential 
resource has remained virtually all potential. I fear it will -- until we 
Democrats can do something about it. 

"Iil fact the Republicans have just about guaranteed that. They call 
Federal power "creeping socialism", and they think that settles everything. 

"Your. neighbors on the West in the U.S.S.R., and particularly in 
Siberia, are off: .• on an unprecedented hydro-electric development. Your 
Canadian neighbors to the East are driving their public power program to 
their great advantage. And we here in Alaska are standing still. We are 
being fed tranquilizers --or "happiness pills", as they say in my part of 
the country -- by the Republicans, instead of solid development. 

"I' 11 not try to l.ist all your fine undeveloped dam sites which r.r.··ld 
power your industry . Some are a little better on one score, and others on 
another. Your new State authorities, plus the Army Engineer Corps and the 
Bureau of Reclamation, have the details, but none of them can move while the 
Republican Administration says "NO". 

"For my money , or for yours, I like the reports on Rampart Canyon 
damsite on the Yukon River. There the Army surveys show that Alaska could 
achieve on its greatest stream the largest power producer in the world, at 
the lowest cost. It would apark the expansion of woodpulp so badly needed 
for newsprint all around the world. It would apark the development of all 
Alaska. · 

"Rampart Canyon is a good place to start. After going through all 
the power flights with men of little faith in Washington to win Grand Coulee 
and other great, proven Federal power producers, I don't see why we should 
be afraid of the big ones. 

"We don't need to go looking around for issues in this campaign. Here 
we have a real one, ready-made. And it fits. 

"So I invite you good Democrats, who have already done so much in 
this field, to join with me in drawing and settling this issue in this cam­
paign. Let's move Alaska into the electrical age, so that our biggest 
State can keep her rendezvous with her great destiny. 
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"Alaska's destiny is inseparable from the Nation's destiny. And 
the Nation's destiny is inseparable from the free world. Here in Alaska, 
where the United States almost touches the Soviet Union, you can hardly 
feel remote from national and world events. After all, the only American 
soil occupied by the enemy in World War II was part of your State. 

"Your future in this nation depends on peace. But peace is not to 
be had foe the wishing or for the asking. To win peace in a world bristling 
with armaments and boiling with revolutions will require determination and 
wisdom and goodness and patience and fortitude. 

"Peace is not passive; it is positive, and requires positive effort. 
Effort to bring deadly and destructive weapons under control. Effort to 
banish poverty, hunger, disease and ignorance. Effort to replace the rule 
.of force with the rule of law. 

"These are not slogans. Peace cannot be won with s logan~s ;. not by 
good will but by good works. 

"The path to peace in this unpeaceful world is beset with costs and 
with risks. But great as they may be, they are as nothing to the costs and 
risks of war. 

''No man has a right even to think of offering himself as a candidate 
for the Presidency who is not prepared to tell the American p:eople the plain 
truth about those costs and risks. It is for failing to recognize them that 
we now suffer an accumulation of neglect in national defense, in foreign 
policy, in national affairs. 

"Let us not be deceived or deceive ourselves any longer. We have 
too willingly been deceived too long, while we have frittered away precious 
time and strength we could not afford to lose. Being second-best in a 
competition with world connnunism is not the path to pe'a~e, but on~y to defeat. 

'~. . 

"This is the monumental failure of the Republican Administration.. It 
is our mission to retrieve it, by liberating America's energies and resources. 
The American people have shown again and again that when they are summ.oned 
to the heights, they can rise to the heights. 

"As we once reached those heights to win a great war, let us now 
reach them to win a greater place." 

-30-
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Remarks of 

Senator Hubert H. Humphr 0 0 3 0 
Alaska State Democratic Committee Dinner 

Ketchikan, Alaska, January 16, 1960 

I voted in the Senate repeatedly for Statehood for 

it was because I was convinced it was in the clear 

interest of the Union as well as the interest of the Territory 

that Alaska become a State. It definitely was not to bring 
c=p==:-

you an avalanche of Presidential candidates of assorted 

-< ""?"? -----===-==- -
clamoring for your support. 

that seems to have been an inevitable result. 

as an extra added penalty or priv-ilege, as 

you will, that goes with the responsibilities of Statehood. So _ ~ 

llt!~-~d~~ 
here I am, in the parade of candidate~ semi-candidates ~ 

~o-candidates from whom you have been receiving visitations. 

;'As the f~t declared Democratic candidate, I am happy to " ~ 
be addressing the Democratic leaders in a Democratic convention 

this new Democratic State~ am proud to be here by your in 
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invitation, tendered through your Chairman, Feli ~o3e@ ,5 and 

at the urging of my good friends and your Senators, Bob Bartlett 
~ 

and Ernest Gruening, your Congressman, Ralph Rivers, your fine 
-----..----~ 

Governor, William Egan, his Secretary of State, Hugh J. Wade, 
'e • rc:===:: 

and others. 

;; You are about to select the first delegation from the State 
~ 

of Alaska to a Presidential nominating convention. And at that 

convention I'm to make my inaugural appearance as a candidate -
for the Presidential nomination. 

And to come right out flat with it, this candidate is after 

the votes of your delegates at that convention. 

In that quest I take for my text tonight the full development 
/ 

of all our natural resources for the benefit of all our e. 

~ ~ 
In those resources lies much of the great strength Alaska 

~ ze:::::: ::::::::;tf 

has brought to the Union, and in their development lies the 

future of Alaska itself. 
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~I've had :om• good ~ducatio~resource development in -
the Senate, and your Bob Bartlett and Ernest Gruening and other 

:askan.,.. missionaries have been among my~...,.....~~~:b.-:;~==s==t==t=e:;;:a::l!;r:.h::;;;;~rs ~ ve 

even had special political education denied some of my colleagues. 
~-

~ Don•t forget I•m a Senator from Minnesota -- a northern state 

with some of the same kinds of resources of land, water, climate, 
~ 

:_i::::s and timber as you have.~In the 11 New Deal" days, some 

·. _._of my constituents heard_ the call of Alawka. They wanted to get 

M fff.,A-HU5q A---
to Matanuska. A whole caravan of fine citizens went, and made 

good here. In fact they have been coming singly and in caravans 
.............--

ever since, to build your State. P.,J:t fJB!,..ihB:b t e¥ 3 

' • S£1 won' t ____ ___,.. 

tA~~~KV~~~~ 

p~c ~· 
is no denying that Minnesota's loss 

___.-? ~ .:a~'tAlaska' s gain. ~ 

;.)'The present Republican Administration has not only neglected 

your resources; it has made a policy of neglect. In stifling 

Federal programs designed to foster resource development, it has 

committed a crime against the public and the Union. 
<:: ==-
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And specifically, the "no-new-starts" policy,whether dressed 

up as "anti-inflation", "anti-expansionist" or in any other 

sloganeered disguise, is 

against Alaska and your future. 
-;;a 

any other state of our great country, Alask:.~ 

~ 1 5~ ~tL iiiif~Fh~ ~ 
----~n~eeds resource developmentAroa~s, transportation of all 

inds, should get behind a progressive Democrat for the Presidency. 

~Alaska needs the dynamic progressivism of the Democrats 

cannot afford the dynamic apathy of the Republicans . 

The Republican policy of no new starts (except maybe in 

election years) simply won't do the job Alaska needs done. You 

can•t build Alaska with 

In the closing hours of last years'~ 

had a chance to make a beginning of that unf.~nished business by 

voting to override President Eisenhower's veto of the Public 

Works Appropriation Bill. That was the first Eisenhower veto we 

overrode, and I enjoyed it as much as your Senators. ~ 
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By passing that bill, we assured some long-overdue resource 
5~ 

development in many places, including the ~art o?if;ampar~Da~ 

surveys on your Yukon River. 

~And since you can prove a politician's philosophy only by 
~ - ••. < 

his votes when he must stand up to be counted, I invite you to 

review all eleven years of my voting record for full development 

our natural resources. I pledge you to keep the record that 

be it in the Senate or the White House • . 
--~------====~ 

It seems to me that when we bought Alaska from Czarist 

some 93 years ago, we got the big~g~e~s~t~~~~~~==b=a=r~g~a~in 

of the age. 
___-;;::-

~or same seven million dollars, we bought a treasure 

house of natural resources. We still have them, but they will 
~ -~ 

do you no good, and the nation no good, until we unlock them by 
-.- =-==== 

vigorous, intelligent development programs~ut first we must 

of an Administration so short-sighted and so narrow-minded 

believes we "can•t afford" to unlock the treasuret 

We must get rid of an Administration that stifles Alaska 
............... 
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We must get rid of an Administration that stifles Alaska with 

discriminatory transportation rates. We must get rid of an 

A~inistration that ~re::r.~fx&~~·f\ftZr~ 
t2f.~~..;__~;di_)~~~ 
:~~'1~;-z/--HL.~ . 
~ere are acres of diamonds under our feet if we can but 

only see them. Alaska is our great testing ground of what America 

can do in the emerging areas of the world. The Democrats will 

shirk this responsibility. u~~ 
~ ~ 

calling There is no purpose in my the roll 

of your resources. You know more than I do about yo¢~ 
water, fish, fuel, mineral , and timber treasures. I have no 

• 

favorites. But granting Alaska statehood, while retarding its -
development with a -~it-or-miss , 11gi ve away", grab-and-run Federal 

resource development program, will not bring Alaska the permanent 

prosperity it could and should have. 

;('Likewise it does nothing for the rest of the Union, 
s;> ::::25 

It is 

just plain mismanagement of ~ national e;;!te-;-'--/t 4i.f:it.~ 
~~. 1' 
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~All this talk of "Peace and Prosperity" makes pretty 

political slogans, but we want real prosperity. For you that -
means wise resource development, which will wreck nobody's budget. 

-- ll 

Profitable resource development is real economy. 

Among your manifold resources , one attracts me particularly 

as the starting point for profitable Federal investment. That 

is your wasted river resource for hydro-electricity. Low-cost 
~-

p~ -~d Alaska has it for the takin~- is not only an ever 

self-renewing resource~n __ Hsel:, ;t also the~key l:~c§f"" 

the rest of your resources. -- ~~. , 1J .-
--=:::::::::::=:===--,______ ' 1, ~~ ~ 

~Alaska's rivers have the greatest hydro-electric power 

potential in this hemisphere. Their tremendous potential, one 

of the greatest of all Alaskan resources, will in the future 

provide the power to turn the wheels of industry. This power is 
c 0 ___ -=;-
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Back in "New Deal" days, before the advent 

k~~ 
~_/t 

of a Republica~ 

Administration, we Democrats did manage to get one small Alaskan 

Federal power project authorized, financed and built at Eklutua . 

Ernest Gruening, then Governor, and Bob Bartlett, then your Delegate 
·-.. . , 

in the House of Representatives, carried the load in that job for 

the Territory. 

But since the advent of Republican rule in Washington, with 

its well advertised antipathy to all Federal power, the lights 

have been dimming low or blacking out in Alaska. The kilowatt 
' . 

demand has soared, power-hungry industry of necessity has gone 

elsewhere, and your recognized potential r esource has remained 

J------
virtually all potential. I fear it will until we Democrats 

can do something about it. 

~In fact the Republicans have just a bout guaranteed that, 

They call Federal power "creeping socialism", and they think 

_.r ::;: . . ==----::? 

that settles everything . 

I 

Your neighbors on the West in the U.s.s.R., and particularly 

Siberia, are off on an unprecedented hydro-electric development. 
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neighbors to the East are driving their public 
~ 

power program to their great advantage. And we here in Alaska 

are standing still. We are being fed tranquilizers -- or "happiness 

as they say in my part of the country -- by the Republicans, 

instead of solid develo ment. 
·-----

.. -----------1 I •11 tlot try ___ t _o_ l_i_s-r-t all your flr_: undeveloped dam sites 

which could power your industry. ~Qmi lU! a llttl c Qp' Ler on 

cJhe Gsul'e, a iitl I t;bsrs on apptftsP. Your new State authorities, 
~-· 

plus the Army Engineer Corps and the Bureau of Reclamation, have 

the details, but none of them can move while the KCJ&blGl~ 
" 7 

Administration says "No". 

~For my money, ~ours, I like the reports on Rampart 
~ --r '(' ::::::s. 

~~d:;;~te on the Yukon River. There the Army surveys show 

f( '7 

that Alaska could achieve on its greatest stream the largest 

power producer in the world, at the lowest cost. It would spark 

the expansion of ~lp so badly needed for ne~l around 
<I!! 

the world. 
~ 
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J Rampart CanyonJs a good place to start. After going through 

~ 
all the power .fights with men o.f little faith in Washington to 

~- .... 

win Grand Coulee and other great, proven Federal power producers, 
--====- """\ 

I don't see why we should be afraid of the big ones. 
e---_ 

We don't need to go looking around for issues in this campaign. 

Here we have a real one, ready-made. And ;t fit-:. - fl.~ 
tf~ -t4D"\'t0 -P~ ~ '&-6 --GtJ =&-oJ 

---~-- - -... ____ 
So I invite you good Democrats, who have already done so 

much in this field, to join with me in drawing and settling this 

issue in this campaign. Let's move Alaska into the electrical 
.• .ee e:::: 

age, so that our biggest State can keep her rendezvous with her 

great destiny. ( ~ .,, ,, ~-
c::::= - . 

Alaska's destiny is inseparable from the Nation's destiny. 

And the Nation's destiny is inseparable from the free world. Here 

in Alaska, where the United States almost touches the soviet Union, 

you can hardly feel remote from national and world events. After 
e • = -· .-. ~ ~ 

all, the only American soil occupied by the enemy in World War II 
~:'""":- ;:::= 

was part of your State. 
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~Your future in this nationdepends on peace. But peace is 

not to be had for the wishing or for the asking. To win peace in 

a world bristling with armaments and boiling with revolutions will 

require determination and wisdom and goodness and patience and 

fortitude. 

Peace is not passive; it is positive, and requires positive 

effort. Effort to bring deadly and destructive weapons under 

control. Effort to banish poverty, hunger, disease and ignorance. 

Effort to replace the rule of force with the rule of law. 

These are not slogans. Peace cannot be won with slogans; 

not by good will but by good works. 

~he path to peace in this unpeaceful world is beset with 

costs and with risks. But great as they may be, they are as 

nothing to the costs and risks of war. 

~o man has a right even to think of offering himself as a 

candidate for the Presidency who is not prepared to tell the 

.. 
. ' 

American people the plain truth about those costs and risks. 
~ 
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It is for failing to recognize them that we now suffer an 

accumulation of neglect in national defense, in foreign policy, 

in national affairs. 

Let us not be deceived or deceive ourselves any longer. We 

have too willing ly been deceived too long, while we have frittered 

away precious time and strength we could not afford to lose. 

Being second-best in a competition with world communism is not 

the path to peace, but only to defeat. 

This is the monumental failure of the Republican Administration. 

It is our mission to retrieve it, by liberating America's energies 

and resources. The American people have shown again and again 

that when they are summoned to the heights, they can rise to 

the heights. 

As we once reached those heights to win a g reat war, let us 

now reach them to win a greater peace. 

# 
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