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11It is a great honor and a pa1,7ticular pleasure to appear before 
the Nevada Legislature, and I am .deeply grateful -for y~r· invitation 
and for your gracEua bipartisan welcome. 

"I am happy to acknowledge with admiration and gratitude the 
friendly reception I have received from Governor · Sawyer.·. 

"As a fellow legislator, I can appreciate the problems you face 
in the development of your State and its rich. resources. .Here in 
legislatures such as yours is the heart of representative government 
in America. There are lessons to be learned here for us who sit 
often in impatience and frustration in the National legislature and 
need constantly to renew our sense of reality and accomplishment by 
visits to states like yours where the accompli._shments are tangible 
and real. 

"It is this sense of accomplishment and purpose .that your fine 
Senators bring to the S?nate. Allen Bible and Howard Cannon. are 
typical of the best of the West with the breadth and vigor of their 
outlook. They are doing a fine job for you, and Nevada will always 
be welL represented and looked after, and the Nation well served, as 
long as they are there. It is an honor to serVe with them. 

"I like to think of myself as a Hesterner, having been born and 
raised on the plains of South Dakota and received part of my school
ing at the foot of the Rockies· in Denver. But to you sitting here 
west of Los Angeles, I suppose I am just a corn silk Easterner. Nev
ertheless, like all Americans, I look to the West of our country for 
the great things of the future. 

"The center of population moves westward .. with each census. The 
economic and political center of gravity moves westward even faster 
as theeoonomic and political importance ·of the West is recognized. 

"Make no mistake: though the day- of the covered wagon is past, 
though Nevada is only a few hours away from New York, this is still 
America's frontier and you, in .this fastest .grawing State are pioneer
ing on it. For it is here in the West that the great developments are 
to come: the great growth of population, the working of great re
sources, the great additions to the American economy. 

"In our competition with the Soviet Union .and international commu
nism, the 'Hest is our secret weapon. The land, the treasure house . .:>::, 
that lies below the land, and above all, the people of the West can 
bring new vitality to America. And they are. 

"l·Jith greatness comes responsiblity. We can no longer trea_t the 
treasure as the exclusive concern of htm who finds it first. these 
resources are resources of the Bation, and we are its guardians, so ·. 
to speak. It is only as we take th~ught for their use in the Nation's 
interest that we can reap .. tbe full benefit for America. 

"We have learned from the West itself how planning the uses.- and 
benefits of our resources ·can enrich us all. Here deserts have .. been 
made to bloom and...mountains to yield their wealth. 'Ihe first and 
biggest of the great hydro-electric developments, Hoover Dam on. your 
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- ~order, is~ monumen~ not only to . science and engineering, but even 
more to foresight and planning. When the last of its generators is 
completed, ~e·17ada will get its proper share of power from tbat &reat 
ins ta lla tion. 

"Hoover Dam is a monument to the effec~i~ness of planning in a 
democracy. And moreover, it is a good investn1ent·. Many people for
get th::: ~ . t~~ Gover.nment will get back every penny it invested in 
Hoover !H.: .: ·~ - with interest. And the people. of the West, mean~~.il~, 
receive wa ter and power. 

"The same fo'fesight goes into planning the us~ of our ·. lands and 
our waters~ our forests and our mineral resources. Where would the 
West be today without such planning. 

"\-le should be planning ~~Pw to disperse . some of our vital .and 
vulnerable defense industries into states like Nevada and Minnesota. 

"I can never understand why some people seem to think that plan• 
ning is a dirty word when the Government uses it. 

'
1People plan for their future, and their children. Businessmen 

look ahead ·to plan new expansio~ and new products, to anticipate new 
conditions. But planning the public business some people regard as 
tantamount to original sin. 

"I ·say to you we will yield to such thinking ·only at our peril 
and to our everlasting regret. If this attitude prevails in our 
national Government and . in our state goyeniment, it · will be. fata·l to 
our future. 

''For the :Problems of the future will not solve themselves. . .. ,. 
Either we will solve them with characteristic American energy and 
intelligence or. they will ove~1elm us. 

"This is not a figure of speech. In this international competi
tion we will be put to as stern a test as our Nation has ever faced. · 
In some ways it is even sterner than we met during the War. It will 
last longer -- it already has -- and it will require us to put forth 
great efforts far· into the future as the eye caq see. 

"t4]e cannot allow ou-rselves to become weary. He cannot indulge 
in the illusion that we have nothing to fear because we are peace
loving people and mean well. ~~Je cannot allow ourselves to become 
second-best, in the hope that our adversary does not really mean what 
he says . . 

"If there is the test, I think we must ask ourselves how we are 
meeting it. And I think the answer would have to be: not well . enoUJP.. 

"lle are blessed. with .. more of private goods than any ·people ·have 
ever been. But we have neglected to plan for the public good~ We 
have neglected -our lands and our cities. He have wasted and pollutEd 
our wa t ers. We have allowed poverty to persist where we have the 
means to prevent it. 

"vJe in the United States have everything it takes to -triumph in 
the wa1:· c f: ideologies and economics. No one can defeat us if we do 
not defea t ourselves. But if we try to win with· half-trying, if we 
neglect to put first things first, if we fail to order our affairs 
and our lives to put the effort where and ·when it is required-- then 
we can defeat .ourselves. 

"Our .goal is peace .• but peace ~fill be won only if we ,are strong. 
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·".Strong ehough •o ~the t: bO.-ODa--.4axes attaf:k WJ. . . 
' • • • f f· . . • • ..... ' . ' • • • 

. I ~ \ . • , • • 

· "Strong enoug~ . to n~goti.ate. :from atreagth ·~tl{ an ad~ .Mba 

is r~thless and d.et.ermined and will yield··aothi:Da ~....ea~aa~. ··· 
• • I ' . • , ' 1 • 

"Strong enough to bear the world•wide rea~n4-~~t~~---~ -th.~· 
half-century will lay on the United States. ' · 

. . ' 
"Strong enough to demonstra.te to tl1~ Wald& afld' especially to 

those peoples newly comirig tb nationhooa ··tn· Aj:la · aud Africa, ·that 
the way to strength lies through the emerging force of fteedom. 

"These are the prer~quisites of pea~~. THis :t• ~K~ tt*-W t:Miien8! 
to the ~Jest t as to us all. ... 
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honor and a particular pleasure to --
/. appear before the Nevada legislature, and I am deeply 

grateful for your invitation and for your gracious 

bipartisan welcome. 

I am happy to acknowledge with admiration and 

gratitude the friendly reception I have received from 

Governor Sawyer. 

~ a fellow legislator, I can appreciate the problems 

you face in the development of your State and its rich 

'-f{uS¢r 
resources . Here in legislatures swg@ as 3 rs is the 
~ A-----------

heart of representative government in America . There are 
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fu~tf 
lessons to be learned here for us who sit often 

~ .A .._ 

impatience and frustration in treNational le~ 

~need 
~ 

to renew our sense of reality and 
' · . 

fu.~M).t~--
accomplishment by visits to states like ~·where 

the accomplishments are tangible and real. 

~t is this sense of accomplishment and purpose 

that you~ Senators bring to the Senate.~llen Bible and 

\\ L{ 
~oward ;:;nn~n are t~al of the best of the West with 

the breadth and vigor of their outlook. They are doing 

a fine job for 

represented and looked after, and the Nation well 
C" 

served, as long as they are there. It is an honor to 

serve with them . 
. -

like to think of myself as a Westerner, having 

been born and raised on the plains of South Dakota, and 
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received part of my schooling at the foot of the Rockies 

in Denver. ' ~ But to you sitting here west of Los Angeles, 
"-:::::::::::=====--

I suppose I am just a corn silk Easterner. Nevertheless, 

like all Americans, I look to the West of our country 

for the great things of the future .~ 

t( The center of population moves westward with each 

u ~ 
census. The economic and political center of gravity 

<::~ 

moves westward even faster ~the economic and political 

importance of the West is recognized. 

~ake no mistake: though the day of the covered 

wagon is past, though Nevada is only a few hourscway 
·~ 

from New York , this is still America's frontier and 
7 ~...-- -· 

you, in this fastest growing State are pioneering on ~~ 

~or it is here in the West that the great developments 

are to come: the great growth of population, the working~ 
:::::=== ==-



000421 

-4-

of gr:: resource~~:::::::. to the American 

economy. ----
our competition with the Soviet Union and Jrn 

international communism, the West is our secret weapon.-~~~/) 
~~==========~~~~ Thl~«t, 

land, the treasure house that lies below the land, 
-

and above all, the people of the West can bring new 

vitality to America. And they areh /1-o • 

~With greatness comes 

~ = responsibility. We can no 

longer treat the treasure as the exclusive concern of 
= 

him who finds it first. These resources are resources 

of the Nation, and we are its guardians, so to speak . 
..,~ .. , 

It is only as we take thought for their use in the Nation's 

interest that we can reap the full benefit for America. 
< >== 

~We have learned from the West itself how planning 

the uses and benefits of our resources can enrich us all. g;:e= __..j' 
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bloom and mountains to 
~ 

yield their wealth. The first and biggest of the great 

hydro-electric developments, Hoover Dam on your border, is 
c.: = :s: 

a monument not only to science and engineering, but 
-- ~ 

even more to foresight and planning. 
.... < 

When the last of 

its generators is completed, Nevada will get its proper 

share of power from that great instanation. 

~H~ is a monument to the effectiveness of 

planning in a democracy. And moreover, it is a good 

investment. Many people forget that the Government 

will get back every penny it invested in Hoover Dam --

with interest. And the people of the West, meanwhile, 

receive water and power. 

~The same foresight goes into planning the use of 

our lands and our waters, our forests and our mineral~ 
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would the West be today without such planning!:? 
~ 

~We should be planning now to disperse some of our 

vital and vulnerable defense industries into states like 
..::;r;:=-

Nevada and Minnesota. 
s- ..... 

~ I can never understand why some people seem to think 

that planning is a dirty word when the Government uses 

it. 
~---

- :::.~ 

~People plan for their future and their children. 

l.Businessmen look ahead to plan new expansion and new 

products, to anticipate new conditions. But planning 

the public business some people regard as 
~ - ..::::---- ......._ 

original sin. 

~~a~oaP,t~t~~~~B~~will yield to such thinking only 

at our peril and to our everlasting regret. If this 
- ;:::::::=. 
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attitude prevails in our national Government and in our 
;;; --=---

~te governmen~ it will be fatal to our future. 

he problems of the future will not solve 

themselves. Either we will solve them with characteristic 

American energy and intelligence or they will overwhelm us. 
-'"== 

~This is not a figure of speech. In this international 

competition we will be put to as stern a test as our 
~ r?.::::= ~ 

Nation has ever faced . In some ways it is even sterner 

than we met during the War. It will last longer -- it 

already has-- and it will require~to put forth 
"""'""' 

great efforts far into the future as the eye can see. 

~We c~t a~ ourselves to become weary~We cannot 

indulge in the illusion that we have nothing to fear because 

we ar~ace-loving people and mean well. ~e cannot allow 

ourselves to become second-best, in the hope that our 
< 
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adversary does not really mean what he says. 

~ If there is the test, I think we must ask 

how we are meeting i~ And I think the ~r 

have to be: Not well enough. 

~We are blessed with more of private goods 

people have ever been. But we have neglectedm 

ourselves 

would 

than any 

y;da.:t_cf 
plan for 

ll 

the public good. We have neglected our national defense. 

We have neglected our schools. We have neglected our 
--------------
lands and our cities. We have wasted and polluted 

our waters. We have allowed poverty to persist where 

we have the means to prevent it. 

in the United States have everything it takes to 

triumph in the war of ideologies and economics. No one 

can defeat us if we do not defeat ourselves. But if 

we try to win with half-trying, if w~ ~~gle~t to put 
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first things first, if we fail to order our affairs and 

our lives to put the effort where and when it is 

required then we can defeat ourselves. 

~Our goal is peace, but peace will be won only if 

we are strong. 
~----------------

Strong enough so thatro one dares attack us. 

~Strong enough to negotiate from strength with an 

adversary who is ruthless and determined and will yield 

nothing to weakness. ·-
~ Strong enough to bear the world-wide responsibilities 

which this half-century will lay on the United States. 

~Strong enough to demonstrate to the world, and 

especially to those peoples newly corning to nationhood 

in Asia and Africa, that the way to strength lies through 



00 0 4 2 7 
-10-

the emerging force of freedom 
..--·-
\ 

This is the ----------=- . ---
new challenge to the West , as to us all. 

I 
\ 
I --
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