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PLAN NOW FOR DISARMAMENr CONVERSION 

TO PEACE OPPORTUNITIES 

(Eau Claire) 

Today our power of reason is 

staggered and our sense of proportion 

is shattered when we realize how much 

this country spemds for works of war. 

We exhaust more than $40 billion every 

year just for military purposes . The 

cost of just one Polaris submarine is 

more than $100 million. Nine per cent 

of our total gross national product 

is devoted to defense. And almost 60 

per cent of your tax dollar is eaten 
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up in the effort to buy , maintain and 

staff the facilities and weapons of 

war. 

These high costs of security 

are necessary, because the Free World 

has been threatened by the vast mil

itary power of the Soviet Union. But 

today there are signs of progress on 

the long , frustrating road to dis

armament . Soviet Premier Khruschev 

is shifting manyr of the energies and 

resources of Communism from military 

to economic efforts . Hope is in

creasing that an agreement to reduce 

arms L can and will be achieved in 

the near future. 
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A significant reduction of 

arms and a halt to the arms race 

would have massive effects on our 

economy. But we can not listen to 

those who say that our economy would 

be thrown completely out of balance 

if heavy production of arms ended. 

Our American economic system is not 

so weak that it must be geared 

permanently to big defense spending. 

We have the genius to adjust. 

America should visualize 

not just problems, but opportun

ities if disarmament is achieved. 

With a significant reduction of 

arms , America could accept these 

challenges: 
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* Switch the spending of 

billions from works of 

war to constructive 

works of peace . 

* Turn our full talents 

and resources to de

velopment of a better 

life for all citizens. 

* Devote the efforts of 

our Government to 

long-neglected public 

works projects . 

* Build more and better 

schools , homes , hos-

pi tals , highways and 

airports . 

* Reduce taxes to allow 

each citizen to buy 
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more for his family 

and thus spur pro

duction. 

The problems, of course, can not 

be minimized. When the arms race is 

halted -- and ul t imately it must be 

America can not simply stumble into 

a new era of change and challenge . 

Industries and businesses must be 

ready to switch from a defense 

economy to a peace economy. Fac

tories must be ready to turn out 

products of peace instead of 

weapons of war . Planning is 

needed, but there are no plans. 

The Administration has refused 

to take any steps to prepare 

America economically for disarm

ament. 
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I urge that the President 

appoint an expert commission to 

spark this planning . We must draw 

together our business and industrial 

leaders, the leaders of organized 

labor , our scientists and profes

sional men and state and local 

officials to prepare America to 

meet the problems imposed by 

disarmament and to achieve the 

great opportunities that disarma

ment will offer us . 
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