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GOP SUPPORT NEEDED NOW, NOT NEXT YEAR, ON FARM LEGISLATION: 
HUMPHREY 

FARIBAULT, August 5 -- If Repu.licans are sincere about "changing 

their stripes 11 on farm legislation, the · time to show it is during the 

coming short session of Congress· instead of waiting to talk about it 

during the campaign, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (DFL, Minn.) declared 

tonight in an address. broadcast from the Rice County Fair (KDHL). 

Commenting upon statements made by .Vice President Nixon following 

a meeting with Republican farm state representatives in Chicago last 

weekend, Senator Humphrey said: 

"The Republican Presidential candidate does not have to 
wait until after the election to 'make a breakthrough' 
on farm legislation. ·· 

"The Democrat ic Congress stands ready and willing to pass 
legislation that will improve farm i .ncome now, not next 
January. · 

"It has been ready and willing to do so for the past E;_years, 
and there are a number of Presidential vetoes as proof. 

n If the Vice President is sincere in his m ~-found concern 
for farmers, let him use his influence with the White House 
and the Secretary of Agriculture to get positive support 
for t he measures he professes to approve. Most of these 
proposals are already before the Congress, sponsored by 
Democratic members. They can be enacted if Republicans do 
not drag their heels to create an issue, rather than seek 
a solution, 11 Senator Humphrey declared. 

Senator Humphrey made specific reference to Vice President Nixon•s 

statement that extra food storage is needed for Civil Defense and for 

fighting famines abroad. 

"For years I have pointed out the value of a National Security 

Reserve of food, fiber and biological oil commodities that would protec 

the United States against shortages in a national emergency. Earlier 

this year, I introduced such a measure in the United States Senate. 

proposal was included in the Democratic platform. It was acfepted 

part of the Republican platform. Now it turns up as one of the few 

proposals in candidate Nixon's massive program -- the program 

n which he plans to run. _ 

"Why should the country wait until next January for the enact-

ment of this bill, when it has bi-partisan support right now? If it 

is good enough to run on, it is good enough to act on, " Senator Humphre· 

declared. 
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He pointed out other pending b.ills include measures that muld 

~xp~nd food cons~mption -- in this country through a mandatory food 

.stamp progJ;'~m i .n place of the existing unused permissive program -

~n~ overseas through the expansion of the Agricultura~ Trade Develop

~ent and Assistance Act (P.L. 480) into a true food for peace program. 
11 If the Republicans really have had a change of heart," Senator 

Humphrey said, ''they should show their willingness to cooperate with 

the Democrats in the enactment of those bills, as well as measures 

to es·tablish a Country Life Commission and to expand research into 

possible new industrial uses of agricultural products. Another 

immediate helpful action would be the adoption of an interim Emergency 

COnservation Reserve program along the lines I introduced in 1955, 

.instead of an insistence on the present soil bank program with its 

now administered whole farm retirement section. " 

Senator Humphrey emphasized that· a number of farm income improving 

. Price support bills are pending, including his own Family Farm Program 

:pev.e ~opment Act, S. 2502. 

"F.ariners are· suspicious of Republicans campaign promises of •massiv 

programs•," Senator Humphrey declared. 11 Republican promises made in 

other campaigns have resulted only in puny performances." 
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