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"THE FOUR ENEMIES OF FREEDOM" 

{J~~~~-q~J 
The theme ·of this commencement--

"Social Welfare"-- is significant 

both for a growing nation and a 

restless world. 

Today, in awarding its first 

doctoral degrees in social welfare, 

Brandeis University fittingly 

emphasizes and honors this basic 

American 

And rightfully 

honors the work and the heritage of 

Louis Brandeis, whose life was 

dedicated to justice, freedom and 

human welfare and dignity. 



-2-

Your emphasis on social welfare 

today is needed 

di nity that 

b rthrig t. oved far away 
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one very real sense, the 
______... 

~ . - ~ . . 

United States is and has always 

been a welfare society, and we 

should be proud of it. 
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L ou~ Co~stit~t~~~ specifies but two 

mandates to our government-- to 

provide fo common defense and to 

promote the eneral welfare. 

~ Fo~ A~ericans, welfa~e~ ...... ~ 
only aid to the suffer-

; ng, the poor and the needy. It t 

..... ... 

means all of this and more. It .' 

means ad :ust_ment of soc i ala))_. , ____ 

inequities. L it means -~· --· ----~ 
bigotry, intolerance and )--

d i scrim ina t ion. It means not only 

charity, but als the privilege for 

every citizen education and 

health. It me~a~s ~ .J!ot merely economic 

sec~r i ty, . but~~ c opp~rt~~ i ty . 
;\ 
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a 

n 

Zwe~ emonstrat a dem~cracy 
can mobilize its energies for the 

welfare of its citizens. This is 

the message we should take to the 

wor~d. This is thelt voice of .... 

America, the spirit of our continu-

revolution. 

· The terse statistics of human 

need--83 per cent of the world's 

people underfed; 62 per cent 

illiterate; 70 per cent sick or 

poorly housed--these ugly facts 

must challenge us to be the 



\ 

. ·- . . . . . . - . . . - ... . . . . . . . . .. .. - .. 

reformeri of the twentieth century. 

see the results of the failure to 

. promote human welfare and protect 

human ri hts. failure 

that is the ally of dictatorship 

and the enemy of freedom. 



JJ{~kn~~zJ~1 . . -
( We must concentrate our 

. . - - ,._.. ... - . . .. ~ - - . ~ ~ - . - - ...... - . . - . - . ~ 

and • • the resources our energies In 
~ .. . -· .. ·- .. . . . -· . . . 

direction of reform, social ....._ 
..... -· '*"· t" .l 2 .. . ._ ,_. -. ~ - . - . 

progress, the general welfare of 

challenge in the world today is 

not the dogmatic militancy of a 

Mao, nor the desi n and plan of - .. 

a Khrushchev. 

~ The rea_l challenge is to defeat 

the ancient adversaries of mankind 

the loyal allies 

of tyranny,the four enemies of 
. . . 

freedom--pover~y, hun er, d·sease 

and i gn _~ran_ce. -
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;( These a~e the c~~diti~~s which 

. ~ - ... ~ ~ . . .. _... -· . -· 

have darkened the lives of untold 

millions, and still grip vast 

regions of the earth. On this 

broad base of misery and despair, 
. . 

t~y~r~a~n~n~--~-~--~ww~ • marched, 
conquered and destro ed. 

But, this need not be 

The great zone of misery which 

circles the earth--including Latin 

America, Africa, the Middle East 

and Asia--is being transformed by 

the knowled e that there can be a 

better life. 

/ D!c i s.i on is replacing desp~ i r. 

Passion for change is replacing a ._ 

passive acceptance of the status quo. 

I 
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Action is replacing submissiveness 
" s 

to the old conditions, and the old 

injustices. _ ~ 

tJt I~ time for Americans ~.P ) 
aba~don \ he travelogue a~.~r~6~ch \ 
to Latin merica, Asia ~nd Africa. 

,¥ 

.. . . . . . 

of vital ped~Jlle demanding freedom 
. . . - . -

. Hollywood juo:g~ie dramas. We 
: • •• ~ Ol M"%1.'146 Ei l I J&& o-;;*:""""':;~~·.11;11!<~~-1·"- ' . f 
rea 1 i z e t h a··t t he "qua i n t charm" I <!, 

. \ - [(( 
~f . t~t is \ , fragile ve i1 1· 
cove~J~:. ng squalor ari~\ starvation. \ 

We s:h o~ld know that batin Arneri~a \ ~ \ I' . \ 
r-J \ no longer the "land \ Of Manana" \ 

. . \ • f ...._..._--.;~ ~;,"'""~··-$><><~·~""'_/' 

• 
I 
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villages, . 
. . .. . - . ··/ . .. . . . . . . 

rat h a reg i o n""'·1) f fer me n t . f n 

/ w':_i c . a vi bran;{eoPle e~pect and 

impro ement tgdax. 
conditions of poverty, hunger, 

disease and ignorance are not new. 

The challenge to release mankind 

from their grip is not new. 

~ But the pressing ne ~ d for a 

sense of urgency la new. The 

restless millions of the world are 

awake and rising. They are not 

willing to wait for slow, evolutionary 

change which might, ;atba»a--
sometime in the distant future--

bring security, dignity and justice 
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to their children or grandchildren. 
A caxalu1lanatx wave is sweeping 

across the world's underdevebped 
areas. 

~T~ is is not a revolutIon .f,.at 
communism; it is a revolution 
agalnai the intolerable conditions 
of the past. 

~T~e -~hrus~chevs did not create 
the conditions of this revolution 
But they seek to manipulate it, to 
channel its force and its millions ........ $& = 

of participants toward their vision 
of a communist world. 

/. The . ~eaks of this revol~t i onary · 
wave--the moments of crisis and 

' 

violence have come more frequently 
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in recent months. 

It has been all to easy to 

simplify a complex matter by 

labeling the revolutionary wave as 
. ,., ~~-~ 

Communist - inspired, Communist-

motivated, Communist - organized. 

Such over-simplification has 

given the Communists credit for 

victories which they did not earn 

or deserve. Revolutions have 

succeeded and corru t .9~Q..v~r. n~~t@nt~ 
~--

"-...-..-.~~__.,~ ~ . - . . . .. . 

have been toppled without Communist 
-.--:--···- --~ ~- ~- .. - ·-·-···-~··•••·.~ .- ~-·~-w -:--~~---~ .. _,_,,..,.._" 

dj_! e~~~on or_!~!_~_rvent J on. /\ When we 
. . AL. .... -· -
brand~uprisings as ~Communist,~ 

~ . . . . 

Khrushchev happily sees the 

restless millions of the world 
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accept gyc impetuous and inaccurate - ' . 

But why should we hand them 

free victory after free victory? 
/u 
~ We mus~ understand that the 

overriding character of the world 

struggle is rz.: it i c l;"d~oc i al 
--that ideas '\ not arms, will 

prevail in a world of nuclear 

stalemate. 

We must turn away from the 
·- · · ·-· AND -- · · 
tolerance support of dictators, 

" 
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and identify ourselves with the 

new forces of liberation. 

~e ~~st be ~ore than mere 

anti-Communists • 

. ( we must prove that we are 

gcg people--pro freedom • 

. ~f we are< c:~tent to hide in 

the storm cellars of anti-

Communism, we may indeed survive 

for a time. But we will emerge to 

find a world that has fallen away 

from us, left us alone and 

friendless in a waste of totalitar-
• • 1an1sm. 

(A ~olicy based only on anti

Communism is a castle built on sand. 
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L!he cathedrals of f~eed~~ 
by positive, creative, and 

are built 

affirmative dedication to the welfare 

of human beings everywhere. 
~,_...,---:"'--:·'"~·~ ~ ........... ~ .. -- , .. ·-. ~ . . .. 

~The cornerstone of world freedom 
• 4 • • • 

• • • ·~ • 

will be laid when we have joined 

those who revolt against the 

tyranny of poverty, the slavery of 

disease, the corruption of ignorance • 

. ~~ hist~ri~ change in Ame~ican 
policy is now underway 

are now determined that our 

foreign aid will be used as an 
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-"'t _ fUR _ il."l 4 
~ ~ . . .. - .. .•.. .. - . 

incentive for economic, political --
and social reform. It will be used 

to qeyelop and st~ a true 

alliance for progress. 

·~We are -dete ~~ i~ed that our aid 

will be used to help the people 

of other nations to bel; tbamaal~aa. 

L rhis is the, !!~ !· d!_~ti~ 
. ~ . . .... . - . 

dimension to our foreign aid ~ 
... - f - ~tf"r 

~ We are expressing our true and 
• • • - -~ p 

deep concern for the aspirations 

of the restless millions 

earth for freedom, 
, _'f*Wii<"'ll!'( l'i I QIUIQIIIII,I 

f- , for progress. 

With the new principle of the 

"Alliance for Progress." we must 
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lead a massive cooperative program 

of economic aid and technical 

assistance. 

~~Mo~e ~f our efforts must be 

channeled . through the organization · 

and agen~ies of the United Nations~~ 
/...t. n expanded P! ace = c ~!Jl s must 

. - ..._ . ~ - . . ..._ . 

send more skilled Americans to 

~the~ la~ds . W01:/< +u~ 
[ 0~~ F.ood _ !o~ Pea~e p~oQ~a~s 

sa ti&UU .,-.. . ~ ..,. ~ . ' ~ - - . -

must be increased to use America's 

agricultural abundance to banish 

hunger and spur economic progress. 

[ An A~er i ca~ White Fleet of mercy 

sh ipsA must be designed and launched 
• - - • • ~ - • ¥ •. ' ... 

to speed relief to peoples struck 

by disaster, and to play a creative 
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role in training for modern health - ---·-
and sanitation. 

/ we - must "help othe~s expand and 
- . . . . . . - ... 

improve their educational systems, 
. . . . - . . . . . - . 

to provide schools and teachers 
~·f " . p ~ ...... 

for the battle against ignorance 

and i 11 i teracy. ci - '(, T U... ~- .; 
\ We must reva~p and redesign 

our embassies and missions overseas, 
- . 

stressing the use of social welfare 

professionals, scientists, 

agricultural and labJr spe~ialists 

and educators. 
Lour ... ~~-bassi es 

. . . - .. . . 

American society 

should re~ct 
· t · a w/ as 1 • //. e 

are not just diplomats. We are doers. 
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..... . . . ... ~ . .. ·- .. . . . .. 

We are builders. We are teachers. 

We are filled with the love of 

learning, with the· excitement of 
- ~·· 

achievement, with the dedication ---
to human welfa e. 

overseas missions should 

reveal the true American character. 

L Let us strive to improve and 

refine that character. · We can no 

longer tolerate slums, inadequate .. , ... 
tl'f• - . . . . 

schools and hospitals, unemployment, 
.,.) .~ f""~• ~ . - . - :--. .,_ ___ ...._,-~-

hung~r and the twisted lives that 

are the result of our failure to 

complete the work of social welfa~e 4~0 

in America. --

Above all, our own human 

relations must catch up with the 

~~-... 
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revolutionary epoch in which we 

live. If ever there was a time 

when brotherhood was a requirement 

of our national security, 

now. A. ~ 1 
/ oenia of human rights in the 

United States represents a social 

malignancy more dangerous than 

any. physical disease and more 

threatening to our security than 

any weapon of mass destruction. 

L r~ li~e the life of hu~an 
dignity, to practice freedom of 

conscience, to believe in and 

exemplify human brotherhood--

these are the essential requirements 
""' . . . 

for the expression of freedom 



, ...... -

<'J~ is far better for a ~~ti~~ 
to have "freedom riders~ than 

secret police. It is far more 
,aLa r · ,...,. a n 

. . . . -

noble to have spiritual leaders 

who speak up for the rights of man 

than to be led by political 
. ··-~ 

demagogues to trade men 

for tractors. 

/ Th~ 1960's 

the decade of 

must and can become 

America's mighty 

effort for the progress and freedom 
- ... 73 •• ,. 

of mankind. 

~We ~us~ iD1itDa1iaoalize~the 
concept and practice of 

social welfare, seeking for others 

throughout the world the same goals 
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rf,, .) 

we seek for our own citizens. c t J · l £I 

J ~ - / 
We 1 i ~e i ~- an e~a of potential 

catastrophe or potential glory. 

The same technology which produces 
. .........~ _ ...... -. ~*~ ....... 

. . . 

of destruction and death 

can--in our time--open the 

m steries and wonders of outer

space, cleanse the earth of 

disease, bring for·th from the earth 
AN'D 

the foodAfiber to feed the hungry 

and to clothe the naked. 

This is rfulf time in which 

to live. challenges the 

best in us. It calls for doing the 

impossible--performing miracles·. 

Mediocr ity must give way to 

excellence; timidity to daring; ----· 
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fear to courage. 

We dream of sending a man to 
• ~ .. - ~ .. p • 4 • 

the moon in this decade. We know 

that dream will be fulfilled with 

sacrifice, a commitment, a plan, 

and a program. 

Our greater responsibility--a 

more demanding challenge--is to 

achieve mankind' ream and hope 

~~ _ ~ . b~~~e~ wo_~. :r~ ---~hrough 
. . 

and 

With such standards, our Nation 

will be known not for the power of 

our weapons, but for the power of 

our compassion and the strength 
~ 

of our dedication to human welfare. 
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Our strength as a nation--your 

strength as a generation~-is not 

to be measured only by our military 
. . 

force, our industry, our technology. 

The real strength of a free 

society is its people--and their 

commitment to freedom and social 

j~stice "'T~:; ~~· 

. . 

June 11, 1961 
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