
Comma nde Ha s en , 

of Foreign tlars and your Auxiliary, honored guests: 

1! am deeply ho nored by the present a t i on of the mericanism 

a"tJ~rard by this grea t organiz s ti6n of vete rans who have ser ved our 

country overseas. I am particularly honored to receive this awar d, 

because there is no group of men and women i n Ame rica who are more #~~Q-

pas s ~mnately dedrecated to the welfare of t h eir country, nor more ---------deeply con cerned with the fos t ering and nurt~ring of the basic 

virtues tha t ha ve made our co~ntry s trong in t ime of peril --

patr i otis m, love of country, the spirit of self-sa crifice for 

the h i ghe r cause of t he American people and t he American nation. 

;(' ~ I m~, I would like to take this opportunity iQik 

ftt~/ ---

to pay a par ticular tribute to the maturity of the lea dership 

of t h e Vete r ans of Foreign ~ars. Here is an organization of vet e rans 

strongl y and effectively working for the welfa r e of vete r ans and 
~ =-

t heir dependents. But here also is a n organi za t icn which recognmzes 

and carries out a broader role, which is the s~pport of foreign_ and 

domestic policies which contribute to the basic strengthe ni ng of 

our nat ion -- which are designed to prevent future wars a nd to preserve 

t he safety and secur~ty of America. 

It ha s be en my privilege during this past year to work 

wit h ~tireless, imag i na tive and hard-driving leader of your orga iza-
_,;; ~ > -~ -

tion, your distin uis hed Commander=in- Chief, Bob Hansen . i e are 



-2-

very proud of Bob Ha ns e n , h e re in Min nesota. Bob has ca rried your 

banner high t h is past yea r , a nd b rought hon or and dis tin~tion to 

you all b y the ma nne r i n which he h a s carri e d ou t the d~s of 

h i s of fice. Your organzat ion is ev en more r e s pec t ed, more li s tened to 

&~;; i n t he counc ils of i n Wa shi n g ton, t han e v e r before. 

~ommander-in:chie f Ha nsen's t irele s s work i n behalf of th e Loyalt 
____.,. 

Da y resoluti on wa s on e of h i s e a r lie r triumphs i n t he l egislat~e 
' ----::. 

proc ess . fhat h e ha s d on e t his y ea r -- work i ng wi t h the Pres i dent, ( 

v~~~e l eaders hip i n the ..Heu;;;~.J:~te -- for t h e disable d _/ 

vet eran and h is family, has b e e n tremend ou sly s i gnifi cant. 

L'd{ t! . 
~ 

And I want t o pr e d i c t h ere a nd n ow, Commander-in - chief Hansen , ~~ 

t hat t he l egislation you h a ve ma d e t he hea r t of y our l e gisla t ive 
/D/£/3? 

pr og ram t h i s y e a r -- t he compens a t i on bill t o r a ise t he l ev e l of 

mon t hl y pa yments to d isab l e d v~ terans -- i s oin g t o pa s s th e 

S e na t e and be s i gned i nto l a w b y the Pre s i d ent of the United S ~ates. 

I ndeed, I ca n br i n g you t he a s sura n ces of the ~j o rity Le a der of 

ghe Sena te tha t the mome n t we h a ve d i s posed of the pendi ng bus ine s s on 

t h e Communicat i on Sat ellite b ill, the compensation bill will b e br o ugh t 

to the f loor of t he S e n a t e for a ction. 

)we are going to pass t hat compensat i on bill. And we are going to 

pas s it b efor e we a d j ourn this f all. 

I n clos i ng , may I expre s s t o all of yoU my g r a ti tude fo r t his 

s i n guaa r h onor you h a ve seen fit to bestow on me. I s hall tr easure this 

a wa rd, a nd t he opp~rtunity you ha v e g ive n to me to work f or our country 

with you -- side by side -- for the strengthen i ng of our nat i on, f or 

t he welf a re of our gr eat peo ple. 
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