
signif;icant that Army ROTC, Air Force ROTC, 

and Naval ROTC, are conducting this pre-commissioning cere-

mony .jointly. Each of you will enjoy an allegiance to the 

particular service in which you will be officers and leaders, 

but all of you have a joint purpose and are involved with the 

common goal of the United States. 

Our personal goal and our National goal is freedom, 

and peace---for ourselves and for mankind. 

~Your Commander-in-Chief and our President is dedicated 

to that goal. 
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He has established it as a realistic national purpose re-

Our military establishment today is unique in the 

history of mankind. The strength it gives to the Nation 

is not designed to dominate others, and its purpose is not 

limited exclusively to the defense of our own shores and 

territories. 

~d-
Our military forces today truly represent an instru-

" 
ment of peace, for ourselves and for men and women through-

out the world. For the first time in history, a Nation is 

using its energies, resources and strength not inwardly, for 
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self-protection and self-satisfaction, but outwardly, for 

a sharing of freedom and th~d~e~~~l men. 
r 

~ There is no single source of national power and 
1 

no single instrument of national strength to achieve this 

national purpose---but without the efficient, well-trained 
"'( :o;;;;:::::: 

and ready Armed Forces of the United States , our purpose 

of freedom and peace ~F•-~•g•z-.~omn would be but a dream based 

on hope. 

;( In a time of war, our Armed Forces represent the 

cutting edge of our national strength. 

And in the absence of total war---the situation we 

face today---our Armed Forces represent the shield behind 

which we as a Nat~on and a people can act and move to 
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strengthen peace, and to extend freedom. 

Our military establishment is not and can not 

our national strength in the international arena. 

It is; however, a vital instrumentb wflitzit ::o :iQn 

~Without our strong and ready Armed Forces, the 

effective. 

we can negotiate from strength, and without - '- ....... 

p through foreign aid have the security and 
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and opportunity to use that aid for progress . 

Marshall Plan, which nelped to re- build the nations 

of freedom after ~ 

~-.£~~ 

peoples and nations through technical assistance .-~ Ut em~@Q, 
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The Food for Peace Program, which continues to 

utilize America's abundance of food to feedthe hungry and 

strengthen the conditions of peace, ~·--~-=--~~ 

~~--- /.;(} 
And the Peace Corps" in two, short year~ a clear 

~ tli2R 
an~ous success, · 

All of these programs, and others, are integral parts 

of our national security position. All of them, along with 
= -- .... 

the military, are vital instruments of our national policy 
-=-::> 



- 8 -

-
are not Minnesotans or citizens of another 

State . You are not ~/officers in the Army, the ~Force 
or the Navy. 

You are 

visual reminder of elements of our Nation 's strength and 

greatness . 

A shield covers the heart and the body of the American 
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eagle. 

One claw of the eagle holds firmly and alertly 

a cluster of spears. 

The other offers the olive branch of peace . 

And 

the olive branch. _ _ ...,. 

.. . 
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