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Ladies and gentlemen·-

This 18 Senator lhlbert llumphrq1 reporting to ,ou. 

frolll rrq office on Capitol Hill 1n Washington, n.c •••• 

Today, the harsh spotlight of the American press is being tumecl 

on the United States Congress. There 18 an incessant ch tter by our 

news colUllllista about the performance, the character and the meri ta 

of Congress. Those whose joba are to rmrt the work or Congres• 

ar doing more J they are pas sing judgment. on the worthiness ot Con-

gress as a legislative body. \ cVV"' 

EveJ7 citizen has an obligation to develop his eval.uaticm of 

Congress as a whole and its work in any partioul.ar year. Before he 

can do that, he must eee through the mytha and reco&nize the basic truths 
f 

/ 

about :bhe character of Congress • 
(more) 
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18 Congress? 

It 1s the embod1men t or our system or representat1 ve demoeracy and 

representative vernment. Congress represents the people. Ita final 

dec1siona renect the opinions, the yearnings and the demands or the 

people. 

But this phrase- · - "the People"- --mielead u • The citizens or thil 

naticm are not just appendages onnsome aingle-ainded, single-voiced 

political creature. This is a nation or indivi ala, of diverse 
"· -f LMlv 1 

tiV' 
opinions, ot varied v.tewpoints. 

Congress reflects that diveraityand variety. And Congress itselt 
I 

is, in the final anal)'llu, a group or S3S individuala- -eaoh or them 

freely elected by the eitizens or a particul~ state or district ot 

the CO\Dltry. 

The lll!lllbers of the Senate and the House oi' Representatives work 

within the Congeessional framework ot laws and traditions, and each 

striva tor what he considers is best tor the national interest. But 

(more) 
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they are not cast in any common political mold md they are not subser-

vient to ~ common, special interest. 

That is why the national legislative process in the United State• 

is not quick and e8117• For those Congressional critics who wish to 

see perfect 1'efficiencytt 1n the 1 gislative process, I auggest that ~ 

~wJ .I -• ~(I 
they look to the so-called legial tive body of the Soviet Union, where 

the members meet br1etlT1 applaud all of Khrushchev• s decisioce, and 

._,A.r 

approve all of idlb his reoonmendations with the efficiency of a rubber 

~ '. ··- ur. 

No, Congress is not perfect--and I have been among the lef¥iers 

). 
who have urged r eform of many Congressional procedures and rules to 

improve the ef ficiency o!' our legislati'ft branch of government. And 

I have also expressed 'llfl own impatience vitb the lack of Congressional 

action on the major progr8JI'll which I believe are vi tal to the strength 

and progress of the United states. 

But I emphasize that Congress should not be judged on~ for what 

it does not do, but also for what it S2!! do·. And this year, during 

'~-' 
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the tiret eesnon of the 88th Congress, we have ra 
t:t -1 ~ 

ed the bistor1c 
·u ..t ~ 

nuclear t at ban treat)", legislated a settlement to the pote:n~ 

crippling raU dispute, approTed an effective new feed grains progr 1 

;h -established bold new progrmD8 or aid to Mdical schools and tor mental 

health progr 

other major prograll&e 

.11 
The 88th Congress 1aste two reare e are 1 ss than halt WQ' 

·through the time of the 88th Congress, but more than half way throu~ 

the rk or the 88th Congress . When the 88th Congnss adjoume next 

That record--and thw 1'k or the SJS 

judged then.....-when it is complete. 
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