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~I have been asked tonight to talk about the issues 

facing Congress in 1964. 

J' TbQs is easy enough to do in an age when America 

is bursting with problems and issues. But I wonder 

-------- -------.4- -,-

I think we should be in this 

fast-moving world. 
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the American people this election year is: \ihich political 

party has the vision to look ahead t:Jth~ 197r,or 
r'] 

indeed, the year 2000, and make plans to meet the 

challenges this country will face then. 

One of the main reasons vre have so many problems 

today is that this country didn 1 t do enough planning 
·----

nA95~: 
<=::;:::::::;" 

But don't misunderstand me . I am not here to 

criticize and harangue. I don 1 t want to waste my time --
------~ 

denouncing the sins of the past. I am a positive 

liberal. The liberalism of complaint and denunciation 

does not satisfY my sense of public duty nor my progressive 

action. 
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We have problems, ye'l ~t ~ these problems 

also can mean opportunity - the opportunity to ~~~-~~~~

a better life ~~ our people. 

These are ust some of the more immediate tasks 

we face: 

must secure civil r~_t:or all our 

citizens. We must correct what has become a 

"citizenship gap" in this country - the gap between 

the pro~s~_and the fulfillment of our Constitution 

and the Emancipation Proclamation. U>.; sW_./ 



President Johnson 

has declared an all-out war on poverty in this 

country and we can win it. As he said in his 

State of the Union address, the richest nation on 

~ earth can afford to win this war - 1ve cannot 
~.;..;o.==:==--~--·· / \.. - - ~ 

afford to lose it. '' 
7 

--Our economy must grow in all parts of the 

country . It must develop not only on the already 

overcrmvded shores of our sea coasts and Great 

Lakes, but also in the great heartland between 

the Appalachians and the Rockies . 

~-Automation -and technology ,must create new 

jobs, not more jobless. It can be a blessing and 

not a curse. \ 
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~-0ld age must be welcomed with serenity 

and lived in dignity. It's disgraceful that the 

richest nation on earth should provide the least 

security for its elderly. 

~--We must rebuild our cities, revitalize our 

rural areas and broaden the base of our economy. 

~We must provide for wholesome leisure-time 

activity and recreation and make it available to 

all. 

!~ must conserve our natural resources~ 

The press of population and industrialization places 
~-------------------------------

a new, even more urgent emphasis on conservation. 
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~In all these challenges - in all these problems 

you 1dll notice there is one common denominator -

~_uca~ion.~ We must make ._2duc~, which has become 

a necessity for all, a reality for all. And we must 
- ~--=====:;:;:;;;;;i ____ ........,.-="' .... 

make sure that education is not just an interlude of 

leisure for youth but is a challenge that prepares them 

for life during an age of scientific revolution. 

~Let's look at some of the biggest problems 

facing this country and see hovr education plays not 

only a vital role - but the key role. 
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~Take .Poverty and unemployment - and here I want 

to recite some facts to you . Two out of three of 

the unemployed today do not have a high school education . 

~Or le: :~ put it anothe~~ - one out of ten workers 

who did not finish grade school are unemployed . But ------- ---- - -- , 

only one out of 50 who firUshed- college_are_~m loyed . 
. --
~All of these are obvious facts . tfe ~we must 

keep our young people in school longer . But let ' s 

not blame the young people for dropping out of school . 

Let ' s look a little deeper at the question and ask : 

Are they dropping out because what they ' re learning 

can 1 t be related to the 1vorld they know out side the 

classroom. 
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Also, on the question of school dropouts are we 

recognizing the 
~+oc-iL:I-

problem before the ~ct actually 

leaves school? We do know that one out of three 

students now in the fifth grade will drop out before 
------------ --

graduation from high school. Doesn't this tell us 
------

that the problem of. the dropout begins long before the --- ----------
child becomes a teenager? 

J The question of civil rights is ~ closely linked 

to education . And I'm not just talking about the 

t trp.gic 

1 gi ven 
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This Congress will pass a civil rights bill, I 

can promise you that, and we can guarantee the 

constitutional rights of every American, but it idll 

be a hollmv victory unless we add to it a successful 

effort to provide an education to all Americans that 

will~~rticipate fully and creatively in 

American life. 

~s means an education that will reach out to the 

dropouts, the illiterates, the slum child and the 

bewildered child brought from a sharecropper's farm 

to the pressure-cooker atmosphere of the big city. 

To do t 

in e 

ex~re ~j\dea:c proposals 

we can L~ the~cJ:-dldren. l 
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begin thinking about education as a process that 

lasts throughout a person's life - not just his first 

18 or 20 or 22 years. 

We must begin thinking about education as a 

process that demands greater flexibility in training 

opportunities - the kind of flexibility that relates 

education to the needs of a rapidly changing society. 

I think we have to do more research in the funda-

mentals of education. How many different 'fays do 

children learn? How do we relate teaching techniques 

to these different ways? Have \ffl done enough with the 

ne-vr techniques available to us in the ne\v audio and 

visual aids? 



/ 
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/ 
I belive the federal ent can do much to 

help in this field b ing a bigger 

education. T government can under of the 

researc and it can step up i activities as a clearing 

use for this researc 

The federal vernment also can do moo~e to 

greater op:g in higher ed~~e education 

bills e enacted last new ground for aid to 

colleges and the student. But we must do more. 

Last spring 400,000 high school seniors graduated 

in the upper half of their classes and failed to go 

on to college. More than half of them were in the 

upper 30 percent of their class. Lack of money was 

the major reason. There also was inadequate guidance 

and lack of incentive. 
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But in any case, I say, what a tragic v~ste. 

\ihat an irreplaceable loss to the nation. 

I believe the federal government can do more to 

help students through t heir local banks just as home 

mortgage loans are backed now by the Federal Housing 

Administration . 

We must not limit college education to just the 

children of the well-to-do and the children of the 

college-educated. This nation needs all the talent 

it can get. But I also say something more than just 

a national talent pool is at stake. Democracy itself 

is at stake. A The development of "brainpower" must be the chief 

national product of America and from here on out Education 

must become America's chief national 

~1#11 
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It is sy to list sll the problems racing rica 

to ':3'. But when we d :w up t t lis 

tha.t don't los sight or the ore t by rely counting 

a.ll th t 

Thi n tion many individual problem t t must 

be solv d but mu t not lo a1 ~ or the fact t t on 

1 ge root teeds all of our major problem areas. That root 

1 ducation. And 

to it: 

the de gov rnment is not fUlly 

etin its spon ibiliti s to ~uc tion. 

tate and local communities not f\llly 

meetin th ir re pon ibilit s to uc tion. 
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-- Educators - and you school edminiatrstor -

ar-e not tully meeting your re ponaibllities to 

Bduca.tlon. 

I knov you people here tonight are concerned and 

are hard at work. I realize, too 1 that state and local 

oonmunities have taxed themselves to the hilt in major 

eft'ort in recent years. On the federal level, Russien 

s}:Utnik shocked the Congres in 1958 to pass th$ National 

/ Defense Educ t1on Act. *rhat nu ged us o« d ad center, 

/ 
/1 

and last ye Congress made the first major mov a to meet 

/ the Pederal re pona1b111ty ince the Morrill ct of 1862. 

t all thie is not enough. We ea.nnot be pleased w:1 th 

our lve. because w still face an unprecedented challenge 

1n education. we are only beg1rming to assess the 1\lll 

dimensions o~ it. 
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let itemize the major probl m or "issue" 

areas and illustrat simply with each, how eduea11on 

li s at th be. e of any responsible handllrtg of them. 

There is far too much unemployment in Amerio 

today. In p1te of a graVing econonty and growing 

employment, we have too many unemployed. Auaoma.t1on 

and technology Will hav knocked out 22 million jobs 

1n this decade.. In this decade 12 .. 5 m:Ullon more 

persons will come into the labol" terce tor the f'lrst 

time. Prom hezae on out we have to ere te ,ao ,000 jobs 

month just. to keep up with lay-offs from automation 

and new workers coming ot age. 
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Oh yes, we have been &dd1ng nev job - 2. 5 million 

ot them 1n the last thl:tee ,ears. Two million of' those 

vere 1n the white collar sector, which requires 

edUcation. We can add more. As President Johnson 

bas well said, the brd.ns that ca.n make the machin a 

can e to 1 t that they are a. boon not a bane. 

can create new jobs, not jobless with our 

technology - but we can't do it for people who don't 

have an education. Two out of every three persons 

on today ' s unemploYl'l'JI!tnt rolla do not have a high 

school diploma. UnJ.e w do some~ about it, 

this tX'end will get wo:rse end the numbezt of unskilled 

persons without job:$ vill grow l..al."ger. This trend 

can be Nversed it we see to it that our young peopl 

are kept in school longer. 



-s-

President Johnson has declared all-out ~ on 

poverty in this, the richest nation on the tao• ot 

the earth. His adm1nistrat1on is ple<Sged to help 

the 20 million Americans who llve in bjeot pov rty 

and the 26 m1l~ion who live on the outald.rts ot 

poverty w1 tb just the barest m1rtirrl.un of es ential.s. 

These t'igures e.dd up to one out ot evecy tour 
\ 

Ame:rieans - fellow citizens who ~e been lett in 

, 
the backwash ot oux- economic lite because, for the 

most p&rt, they wre never equipped with the proper 

education. 
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Expanded public vorka and obher meastll'8s may be 

necessaxwy to help ease the plight at' the parents and 

alleviate the poverty conditions. BUt our major 

conc&m must be vith the children. We must make sure 

they 8l'$ trained to take an active role in our 

society end not be left to dritt into the hopeless 

pe.ttem of" their parenta Who have been ground down 

by poverty. 

<hr population is 1ncreuillg by thJ:1ee million 

yea!'. When I came to the Senate 15 yoar ago there 

vere 150 million people in this country. In those 

15 years we have added roore people than the total 

population of Great Brits.irt. Bf 1980 we will have 

250 m:lll1on people. And by then 75 percent o1' them -

more than our present pop.ll.ation - will be 11 ving 1n 

g4nt c1t1es. rimming our sea coasts and the Great I&kes. 
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Think or all the problems this will bxaing ... 

transportation, housing, cl:"ime, trar-n.c, air pollution, 

sanitation. Ibt at the top ott ths list is the problem 

ot educ t10n in the core c1 tie . It is not good 

enough. The duca.t1ona.l systems are staggering With 

their problems and they need help. 

Civil Rights confronts us with another great 

problem. We are 1n the proc ss now of wri 

legislation that 'Will square the right ot OUl' 

Negro citizens with the Constitution of the United 

States.. This is e. welcome beginning. B.lt very 

one ot us here tonight mows we hav a long way to go 

to overcome the tragic results of e~gated education, 

epara.te but unequal education, and the lack of 

opportunity in h1gher education. A mass~ve assault 

upon the Negro ' s educational deticiencies stand between 
his legal civil rights and hie actual entry 'With 

equality into American life. 



• 
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I could go on but I do not believe I need to. 

Any national issue you develop - economic or social -

leads in the f'inal analysis to the problells of 

e<!uoe.tion, because education lies at the heart or 

all the solutions. 

Before we can even hope to deal 'With ou:P future 

problems hav to deal. with the immediate problems 

or education. 



The tremendous growth ot the chool pop.lle.tion 

is hard enough to handle by itself. Sixty-n1ne 

million ohlldNn - more than one-third ot tee 

p sent population of the United States - wre born 

bet wen 1946 and 1962. Moat are now 1n &lementaey 

and second ry ohool and will hit the col:L ges in 

1965. And 1n the tnEtantime the pre·ssures continue 

to moWlt on the elementa.ry end secondary schools. 

In tb:le decade, elementary and secondary nrollment 

will have increased 23 million p.lpils, or by 55 perc nt. 
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States and local co~t1es have made tremendous 

e.ftort to tnMt th1 si tuat1on. They carey- the brunt 

of it. They e.lwaye Will. The J'edel'Bl governrnen 

has g1 ven same help, e. 1 t sJ. wars ha since the a :ys 

of the Contin nte.J. Congre It should continue. Pol:' 

the most part~ bowve:r, l'ederal help be. been mainly 

dil'ected at the top of the educational pyramid, at 

h1gher education, and t mainly in cience, 

engineering, mathematics, and modern languages.. Y t 

if the base or the educational system is aJ.lowd to 

erode, t top ev ntual.J¥ will w:ttber 1n qu8.11ty. 

I see three primary- areas ot "national interest" 

and Federal responsibility to help: 



• 
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J'iret, there must be & ttl& sive ttsck upon t.l.1e 

problem of upgrading the school syetem and meeling 

the unique educa.tiona.lw problems in the urban noore" 

c1ti s. It erally 1mp&oted area merited attent ·. 

an so Federal responsibility, these "~tedn 

o1 t:y a.:veas need some help too. 

cond, need much more :researeh 1n t educe.tionel. 

area. How many di:fterent way U children les.m? 

How do ve relate teaching techniques to the dif.ferent 

ways? How is t de 1re to learn motivated? What 

the rel t1onsh1p of school, home, and ociety to 

this? Whs.t is the school' a pecific task? 



• 

• 

How do we recognize the creativ child? Hov can 

help the slow 1 arner? H~w do we give some kind 

of training fozt social adequacy to the menta.U.y 

retarded? What kin or pecie.J. tr 1n1ng do tes.che:rs 

need, d What. is required tor competent guidance 

1n the whole sy tem? 

Why can ' t moN of our high aohoola g1 v junior 

college work? What is wrong v.tth a physical education 

1n pa.ee orbit can ' t get off th ground 1n the Olympics? 

The· list of separate, cone te problem on Which 

don ' t know enough could go on and on. Diagno is 

is tut.zy. Theory is 1n disarray.. Basic re earoh is 

veey limit d and competent field-testing 1 thOroughly 

inadequate. 



• 
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I believ 1 t is time to stop eking rhetorical 

questions and wr~ our hands and to start to work. 

Very little money goes into eduoat1on8l research. 

We di.d provide, Wisely, that 10 pe:roent ot the .fund 

1n the recent Vocational &fucation Act be spend on 

Msearch. Vocational tre.in1ng mu t also be "education ... 

We do not dare imply to tra.1n people or jobs that 

are going to be obsolete in ~1 ve years. Also, the 

program must be no dumping ground .faiJ delinquents, 

mis .. fits, or drop-outs. 

We have muoh to learn about the .fUndamentals ot 

education. The Jedei'al :reepons1b1lity is not to "do" 

the :tte$88.I'Ch any more than 1 t doe the soientific 

I'esearch it buys. It will have to help fao1l1tap 

it, and · sist in being a clearing-house tor it. 



• 
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Ie.atly, we still h&ve the democratic problem. ot 

providing greater opportuni tie in higher education. 

It 1a only pa:rtially aolved with the loan fUnd 

ssistanc we give. te.st Spring 4001000 high school 

senior graduated in the upper half of' their classes 

and taU d to go on to college. More than half' wre 

in the upper 30 percent o-r their claase • 1e.ck ot 

1tlOrl8Y vas the major reason. There also va i.nsdequate 

guidance, and lack ot 1ncenti ve.. In any case, this 

400,000 student loss 1s a tragic, ittrepl oeable loss 

to the nation. 

PUrther, just sld.nm1rig the top of the chUdren of 

uwex-"'1lliddle class :families who can point 1'ott College 

J3oa.xtd B:xanrl.nations is not providing enough of: the 

talented students we need in this modem world. 
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We need more research on this too, but w also 

need more guaranteed loan , schol.s.rsh.ip aid, and 

other mea ures to give equity to studenlaof atiUity. 

re than a nnational talent pool J.s at fJtake. 

mocrae1 1tselt 1 at stake. 

All levels or the Pedera.l system mu t t8k& 

g:rea.ter effort. ~t 1n the t1n&l anatYs1s it comes 

down to you 1 the ducat ora 6nd t:P.e school a.dm1nistrators. 

Money won't do everything. Spending money Without 

ideas and e.ction is ~te. It 1s pretty hard to 

help anybody who isn't willing and abl to h&lp 

himself, and that goe for education from top to 

bottom. 
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I love teachers, but not their t:1m1dity. '!'hey 

tend to fear admin1stra.tora, school boa.'rtds and parents. 

We are not tl'aining enough teachei's s.nd we aren • t 

hold~ enough at the ones we have. &t ~ do -we 

whisper about the exOdus that leaves the profession 

every year :ror other. rea ons then money or getting 

D.'l8.l'r1ed? 

I • m atraid the reason 1n tar too many cases is that 

these one-time teacherts have telt they were not given 

t professional statu& they de rve, but instead 

were treat d as petty civU servants 1n an uncreative 

atmosphere. 

'leachers can help ohange this by standing on their 

own ~t and demanding that the communities raise 

their standard ~ 



And to you school administre.to~s I ~your 

standard nnst be much more than just e.n rtioient 

business admin1stration. leadership 1n education 

must always have the first claim. I know there are 

school boards and there ia such a thing as politics. 

Blt politic is more than just t~ art o~ compromise. 

It also is the art of getting something done. The 

idea.l to se:rve - end the one "top boss" ... must 

e.1 ways be the edUcation ot the YOWlS. 

This is a mi.ghty challenge ... not only tod ~, but 

for all t to come. Prom here on out, the 

development of "brs..iripo-wer" trlUSt be the chief 

national product or ~rice.. 

Prom here on out, Education must become America • s 

chief national industry. 

#/#I: 
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