
REMARKS OF 
SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

DEMOCRATIC LUNCHEON 
ASSADOR HOTEL, LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA 

February 20, 1964 

I am 9lae eo he e~t hgre ame~9 all tfiegg sges 

ca Jj fcrnj ii nemccu lio ¢ you •01ae good news. And my 

good news is that when the four years of the Kennedy-Johnson 

administration have been completed , when the 88th congress 

has closed its d oors, the Democrats will have made one of the 

rnost~our-year records in the history of this 

nation . 

- ~11 this noise about a do-nothing Congress is 

Republican Party looking desperately for an issue! 

I am proud to be a part of the Democratic team that has 

The New Frontier is ~1 our 

~/) ,. " I ___J A • '- ~ (} ~ 
goal, and our commitment . The Republicans ~~~~~~~ 

A 

~ the Lost Horizon~ 

~~, 
~nq:,.~,!rf~~ 
~ ,ut, 
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So let's just take a good look at what we Democrats 

have been doing and let's speak up about it. You and I are 

the custodians, the stewards, so to speak, of a political 

party that has been given responsibility for governing this 

Nation for a four-year period. At the end of this period 

we have to come back and make a report to the stockholders, 

the people of the United States , the citizens. 

Let's look at the record. First of all, we inherited 

-~~ ~ hat was creeping 

.{)..){ ~II A 

b d 
. . ~v . 

a roa '}}. J. 

~~AJW}ti!J;l~? ' 
its prestige abroad at low eb:;and 

$!)lJI'If{b~~ 
along~ in serious trouble 
~} 

here at home; unemployment 

mounting and the economy slowing down to a crawl. 

It was President Kennedy who asked that we get this 

country moving again. This is a big country. It took a big 
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man, with big ideas and great determination to get this 

country moving. And we got it moving under his leadership. 

We got it moving to a point where today instead of just 

talking about a $600 billion economy, we have it. Unemploy-

9&fA (W~~Adf~ 
ment is ~1 going down, not up. Price levels have been 

stabilized. Our balance of paxroents situation internation-

ally id::ter,O:;fX~1f~.fWJV~~. IJ / -vvrT ..- -~v -

f: J~/~e President of the united States 

can negotiate for peace, not from weakness, but 

from strength. We command respect from the Soviet Union, to 

the point where thty are willing, at long last, to talk more 

reasonably and sensibly about the great problems between us. 

All this didn't happen by accident. Your Government 

and the party ~~s Government is Ari?}l') , has 

strengthened America. We are the pre-eminent political, 
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military and economic power in the world today. No combi

nation of powers can~ ,._~Lfx1, 
So our new President, Lyndon B. Johnson, can discuss 

the mutual reduction of arms, and he can do it safely, 

securely. Why? Because in the years since 1961, that great 

President, ~ftl~r, gave this country the sinew, the 

.j}b~~~~ 
strength)\. He asked the congress of • l•e tlnited States and the 

American people to provide that strength for our military 

~hlisl teents, iil~r our diploma9y,~ our foreign aid, 

and for all that makes up our security. 

Be proud of this. Know this record. It just didn't 

happen. 'i8 u ., 'I' lrqjl efl.. It was planned. It was legislated, 

~ tr~ was ±VWVEffl and administered . 
,4 

Remember tl±-ts.- L statement in President Johnson's 
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address to Congress following the death of President 

"Let us continue." Kennedy, He said, 

&U1~e; us continue." 

President Kennedy's program was 

Vice-President~n 
A 

gave his 
~!1~ 

though~~ inspiration 

~· He was a part of it. We had a team. I know. I sat 
.A~ 

-tM41. ~ 
there with tll!l!woe men . I worked with them,..{ We are continuing 

their program. The Kennedy-Johnson program is our program 

and you have an obligation to take this message to the 

American people. 

Look what we have ~~ ~ea Redevelopmen~ , Accelerated 

public works, More nursing homes built f or our old people in 

the last three years than in the preceding 201 
-o:ll 

yea/
11 

under 

this Administration. Urban redevelopment, housing , college 
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housing. More housing built for the elderly in the last 

3 years than the previous 100 years, under your Administration. 

Minimum wage extension, The Social Security improvements, 

the food stamp program for our needy, the expansion of Food 

for Peace, the extension~ the school lunch progr~~no the 

i!li lk program. 

In Farm credit and the Small Business Administration, 

we~bled ~forts. 
1,\. 

We have backed our pro-competitive, 

position with~to the Small man. 
1\ 

~-

Take education, Never in the history of America has more 

been done in the field of education than in the past 3 years. 

'fhe bzutae~ost comprehensive program of aid to higher 

education ~~6t~~ 
~ 

passed by th~Congress while President Kennedy was yet in the 
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White House , and signed by President Johnson. 

tuJ L.-flwnor• 
~,::: -~ -·-~/' 

National Defense Education Act extension is an historic ex-

pansion of vocational and technical education. 

Take Mental health. We made the greatest advance in sup-

port of mental health and the first major attack~ on mental 

retardation of any country in the history of the world. 

1~e ~~~ls, schools of pharmacy, schools 

of nursing, and other professional schools. 

~i:£qp~~~~~r that record~ 
~ 

And what about foreign policy? ~aid fohe Peace Corps 

coME e4/J ~ finest ~f the spirit of America • 

lt~~~&!ii~ d~~ 
And the Disarmament agency, the first any government 

ever established in history . The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty--
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The first step away from the~hway to nuclear 

disaster . 

The Alliance for Progress--that bold and generous effort 

we are working on the Johnson blueprint for progress--

outlined in the President's clear and urgent call to Congress 

last month. Yes, it is a blueprint of progress, and it builds 

solidly on what we have already done . It draws from the 

leadership of our party from Franklin Roosevelt 
-bjt..~' 
QJtl: Roosevelt 

took leadership of a nation in which one-third of our people 

were ill-homed and ill-clothed, and while we have made great 

progress since the '30's, the President of the United States 

today recognizes that there is still great poverty in the 

midst of our plenty. President Johnson says, uwe will wage 
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unrelenting, unconditional war against it." I felt good 

when I heard that. The Democratic party is only worthy of respect 

when it remembers that it is a party of ideals and idealism, 

enthusiasm and conviction. 

You must earn respect from the people before you can 

win elections. 

We in the Congress are going to carry forward this war 

on poverty. 
<-t,u..jw~ 

We hav~assed the Tax Bill;--we are injecting 

into this economy billions of dollars of new capital for new 

jobs, new investments and new expansion. 

And make no mistake about it: we are going to pass the 

most comprehensive and effective civil rights legislation 

that has ever been passed in the history of the United States . 

Justice! That is our single goal . We are working for 
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what is right in passing this civil rights bill . 

Why can ' t we do it without unlimited debate? We know these 

things have to be done . We know there is no room in America 

for second- class citizenship. \ve know the day of the past 

is gone. 

We are all to blame for what has kappened . T~~~~~~we 
all ought to work together to remove this ugly spot~ 

- -from our countenance . Today in the White HouseAstill mourning 

a man who was his friend and leaderA there is a Southerner, a 

man from the~. A Southerner will lead this Nation into 

a national program of equal rights for all ! 

~/ There is plenty of room in this struggle for civil rights 

for the party of Lincoln to join with us . This is not a 

partisan issue . 
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For the Democratic Party, I think we will be judged in 

1964 by whether or not we have done what is worthy of the 

memory of the man who graced this Nation , who commanded the 

respect ~~d the rffection of people everywhere in the worldj~. 
~~fJ~ · 

We have the responsibility to be a party of 

responsibility)~ honor! 

As President Johnson has said, we are not going to dis -

cuss personalities. We are going to discuss issues. 

We are not going to descend into the gutter of petty~ 

We are goingto be working on the great national 

problems. I say to my fellow Democrats , every one of you 

who has mourned the loss of John Kennedy , let u4be worthy 



--
in california, 

in this great western metropolis, and everywhere in these 

United States where the fire and vigor of the Democratic 

Party burns bright, that the man President Kennedy selected 

' 
as his partner will be ee(n~ a smashing electoral 

victory next November. 

~uJ ct~t 
To President Lyndon B. Johnson, a~(to President John F. 

Kennedy, we g ive our hands and our hearts. 
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·"" 
. 
~ am glad to be out here among all th~se good California 

Jemocrats. It ~ cheers me up to come to California. There 
--------

is so much zest, £0 much energy, so much love of lifeJ( We who ---
work in Washington get to feeling cooped up ~ut off from 

reality. And to cure 

a trip to~ia. 
Washingtonitis, nothing is better than 

A 

j t is always good to renew friendships ~ and I have many 
~ 

friends here in California L old and close friend-' 'companions 

in the long struggles for humane, jus~and liberal government. 
---·--

I am always particularly glad to have the opportunity 

to visit with a man I am proud to call my friend J' one of 
......---

America's true statesmen, a much loved and admired man throughout 

our 
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you good news. And my good news is that when 

of the Kennedy-Johnson administration have been 

/ 

Democrats will have made one of the most impressive ~r-year 

records in the history of this nation. 
-----~-----------------------,~-------------

I am proud to be a part of the Democratic team that has 

moved forward to the New Frontier. The New Frontier is our 

goal and our commitment. The Republicans also have their goal ( 

the~s~6rizon. And they retreat in disorder~ to it. 
··~ . 

~let's just take a good look at what we Democrats 

have been doing and let' s speak up about it. You and I are 

. """'-

the custodians, the stewards, so to speak, of a political party 

that has been given responsibility for governing this Nation 

~ --------------------------------------

for a -year period. At the end of this period we have 

~ ...... I'P"'T 
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to come back and make a report to the stockholders, the 

people of the United States, the citizens. 

~t's-look at the record. First of all, we inherited) 

that was in serious trouble abroad, with our gold reserves 

fading faster than Goldwater's Presidential hopes, its 

prestige abroad at low e~~~ _her~ at home: unemployment --
mounting and the economy slowing down to a crawl. 

~-It was President Kennedy who asked that we get this 

country moving again. This is a big country. It took a big 

man, with big ideas and great determination to get this 
----~------

country moving. And we got it moving under his leadership. 

~~e got it moving to a point where today instead of just 

talking about a $6oo billion economy, we~ it~Unemploy-
ment is going down, not up. Jobs are increasing, not decreasing. 

Price levels have been stabilized. Our balance ~~~~.nts 
- ---------- --------- J 

/ 

situation internationally is much better; our foreign 

trade is expanding; our power is unequaled. 
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I 
~' Today, the President of the United States can negotiate 

for peace, not from weakness, but from strength. We command ... __ 
'-~ ~"'-';) (0 hI 

respect from the Soviet Union, to the point where ~~a¥e - ~ 

--------

willing, at long last, to talk more reasonably and sensibly 

about the great problems between us. 

W All this didn't happen by acci dent. Your Government 

and the party responsible for this Government, has strengthened 

America • ....______, 

economic power i n the world today. No combination of powers 

can match us or defeat us. 

~So our _ · P~t, Lyndon B. Johnson, can discuss 

the mutual reduction of arms, and he can do it safely, 

securely. Why? Because in the years since 1961, 
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~ ~~~A~. A4JJ~=a~:, 
~~I eEl::"U gave this country the sinew, the 

{' ~~ 4-J,f'tU.,~-,.,_ 

I 
I 
s 

I 

\ 

. strength so necessary for world leadership . _,.aasked the 

Congress and the American people to provide that strength 

for our military, our diplomacy, our foreign aid, and for 

all that makes up our security. 

~Be proud of this. Know this record. It just didn't 

happen. It was planned. It was legislated. It was achieved 

and it was administered. 

Remember the statement in President Johnson's address 

to Congress following the death of President Kennedy. He 

said, "Let us continue." This is our command- our commit-
.,~-----~ 

ment -"Let us continue." 

::.=;;;:- -
~~President Kennedy's program was one to which the then 

Vice-President Lyndon Johnson gave his thought, his energy 

and inspiration. He was a part of it. We had a team. I 
::::::::::=;;. 
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know. I sat there with those men. I worked with them. And r --·.,....... 
--- ------- / 

~Look what we have started - Area Redevelopment, 

accelerated public works, more nursing homes built for our 

old people in the~l_a_s_t __ ~ years than in the preceding 20 
- --, 

years - all under this Administration. Urban redevelopment, 

housing, college housing. More housing built for the elderly 

in the last 3 years than the previous 100 years, under your 

Administration. 

Minimum wage extension, the Social Securi ty improvements, 

.~------------------

the food stamp program for eur needy, the expansion of Food --------·----
for Peace, the extension of the school lunch program. 

•' --



~ In farm credit and the Small Business Administr tion, 

tiq t ( ff t we have backed our ) y\ • we have doubled previous e or s · 

I 

\ 
\ 

I 
.·• 
I 
f 
I 

pro-competitive position with expanded credit to the small 

man. 

)' Take education. Never in the history of America has 

more been done i n the field of education than in the past 

3 years. The most comprehensive program of aid to higher 

education ever passed by any Congress was passed by this 

Congress while President Kennedy was yet in the White House, 

and signed by President Johnson. And furthermore, the 

National De~ense Education Act extension is an historic 

eo(xpans~on of vocational and technical education. 

Take mental health. We made the greatest advance 
~ 

support of mental health and the first major attack on mental 

retardation of any country in the history of the world. 

We provided generous aid to medical schools, schools of 

pharmacy, schools of nursing, and other professional schools. 
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We strengthened the health facilities of our nation. 

Remember that record. 

~And what about foreign policy? The Peace Corps is 

the finest demonstration of the spirit of America. It is a 

success. It is America at its best. 

And the Disarmament agency, the first any government 

ever established in history. The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty -

the first step away from the treacherous pathway to nuclear 

disaster. 

The Alliance for Progress - that bold and generous 

effort to sweep away the cobwebs of our neglect and misunder-

standing in Latin America - remember these achievements. 

~ Now we are working on~ Johnson blueprint for progress -

outlined in the President 's clear and urgent call to Congress 

last month. Yes, it is a blueprint of progress, and it builds 

solidly on what we have already done. It draws from the 



leadership of our party from Franklin Roosevelt to John 

Kennedy. Roosevelt took leadership of a nation in which 

one-third of our people were ill-homed and ill-clothed, and 

while we have made great progress since the ' 30's, the 

President of the United States today recognizes that there 

is still great poverty in the midst of our plenty. President 

I Johnson says, "We will wage unrelenting, unconditional war 

. l 
I 
f against it." I felt good when I heard that. The Democratic 
~ 

Party is only worthy of respect when i t remembers that it is 

a party of i deals and idealism, enthusiasm and conviction. 

You must earn respect from the people before you can 

win elections. 

We in the Congress are going to carry forward this war 

on poverty. We are passing the Tax Bill - we are injecting 

into this economy billions of dollars of new capital for 

new jobs, new investments and new expansion. 



And make no mistake about it: we are going to pass 

the most comprehensive and effective civil rights legislation 

that has ever been passed in the history of the United States. 

~ustice! That is our single goal. We are working for 

wha~ is ~ight in passing this civil rights bill. 

---------------------~ 
~Why can't we do it without unlimited debate? We know 

these things have to be done. We know there is no room in 

America for second-class citizenship. we know the day of the 

past is gone. 

We are all to blame for what has happened. And we 

all ought to work together to remove this ugly spot from our 

countenance. Today in the White House { still mourning a man -
I 

who was his friend ~d leader - there is a;ioutherner, a man 

~~ --~ 
from the South. A ~butherner will lead this Nation into a 

'\ tc:_, 
national program of equal rights for al~ 



I 
I 

( - 11 -

And, there is plenty of room in this struggle for 

civil rights for the party of Lincoln to join with us. This 

is not a partisan issue . 

J For the Democratic Party, I think we will be judged 
n~~ 

in 1964 by whether or not we have done what is worthy of the 

memory of the man who graced this Nation, who commanded the 
·-----
respect and the affection of people everywhere in the world, 

John F. Kennedy. -------We have the responsibility to be a party of dignity 

and responsibility, honor and action. 

As President Johnson has said, we are not going to 

discuss personalities. We are going to discuss issues. 

We are not going to descend into the gutter of petty 

personal invective. vle are going to be working on the great 

national problems. I say to my fellow Democrats, every one 

of you who has mourned the loss of John Kennedy, let us be 



I 
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worthy of his memory~e asked that we put the welfare of 

our nation above personal ambition or desire - uAsk not what 
.--. 

your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your 

country." 

We need no greater incentive for victory in 1964 than 

~ 
7rzt 

to be worthy ofAfaith , and the sacrifice of President Kennedy. 

His chosen lieutenant - Lyndon B. Johnson - carries forward 

that faith and those policies. So, let us continue. Let 
..,_ __ 

us resolve here in California, in this great western metropolis, 

and everywhere in these United States where the fire and 

·-·---------
vigor of the Democratic Party burns bright, that the man 

President Kennedy selected as his partner will be given a 

smashing electoral victory next November . 

To President Lyndon B. Johnson, as we did to President 

John F. Kennedy, we give our hands and our hearts. \ l 



. L 

IY)Ir. ~u Vl't l"h}-t.~ . -
. ~;J/r_/ 
~~ Mr. President, I recently addressed a luncheon attended 

by the California State Central Committee, the Women 's Division 

of the Democratic Party, and Democratic Associates, Inc~ 

at the Ambassador Hotel on February 20, 1964. 

I ask unanimous consent that these remarks be printed at 

this point in the Record. 
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I am glad to be out here among all t hese good California Democrats. 

It just cheers me up to come to California. There is so much zest, so much 

energy, so much love of life. We who work in iim Washitgton get to feeling 

cooped up -- cut off from reality.~liii!!kl:l:l&;.el:i:kexa:&l!lt'6:3ag::"8 t'IX And to 

cmre Washingtonillils, nothing is better than a~ to Califmmia. 

It is always good to renew friendships -- and I have many friends 

here in Califnlmia --old and close friends -- companions in the long 

struggles for :fm1 humane, just and liberal government. 

I am alvays particul arly glad to have the opportunity to xiB!!e 

q~;g' y a man I am proud to call my friend- __.; 
~rewkx visit with/one of America's true statesmen, a muc~ loved and 

~ 
admired man t hroughout ~ nation -- Governor Pat Brown. 
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