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The 

award you have conferred on me is particularly cherished 

because it is part of a continuing tribute to Franklin 
~----~~~~~~~~~~- ' 

strength, unity and devotion to social justice -
~ 

also lef't us a 
~ ~~====~--~~.0~~~~ 

---llf&'·e 

) Among ~ his greatest contributions was the message 
-~~ 

he sent Congress on January 6, 1~1 in which he envisioned 
~~<'llt-~~.~~~J!"'.., • . -:... 

a world where men would enjoy Freedom of Speech, Freedom of ________ _.,.. _ ___ ~-" """:;!.~~ . . ~ 
. .;.,-=-~~.ol"l~!Ir - - ,._""""" 

Worship and Freedom :from Want 
~.w;?~<f¢.1~\; 
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l.. The .~o~~=;;;~;;;;;o;;;;;m_s_b __ e_c_am_e_t_h_e~r:.~:;;::.~ 
throughout the world. They were a magnificent definition 
~~ tlirttdl~ ,- - 11~1111111- 11111iiiCI!IILl~"'li!flr-.,.. 

of man 1 s ideals . 
·~· --

~But perhaps there is another goal - one that might be 

called a Fifth Freedom, which should be embraced by all who .......... . 

seek to push outward the bonds of liberty . 

be free to 

square mea±~~/a day with adequate 
~6 ~~ '~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ .v~.;·-· 

They may not f;ea;· . their government 

Freedom of Dignity. 
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tllifi~~- pr_i~e in on:_~ self and one's 
\_ 

family, one 1 s group~_j ~4-o::J:-; 

~~h that prid~ and you crush the soul - you extinguish 

finds it easy to forget those 1vho 

lack means and have been denied respect to the point they 
,.. --

have no self-respect. 

- ~ 

~ ~ > ~ 

~In the poverty-stricken areas of the world the poor 

are in revolt - not just against colonialism, 

against poverty, disease and illiteracy, but also against 

humiliation and degradation . -
In Africa, South Asia, the middle East and Latin 

'• ~· 
UA~1u. .i -/.L'tf'l- -

America, ·~ are rebelling against indignity - real, or 

imagined . 
~ 

~ But even if the indignity is only fancied, it grew in 

a soil of remembered grievance . 
~~·~· ~~~~ 



- 4 -

~· t 1 The people of' the Eine,r~ies clearly seek the 

Fif'th Fre:dom .~They seek f'ood f'or thei~ ~hildr~~' ~s. They 
a.'fll."! F 

But above all, 

they want respect. They yearn to live in dignity . 
. -.. _ ~ 

~ For~unately, the :foreign policy of' Americ~ ~s geared 

to the 20th Century - the Century of ~~eedom. 

) But what about our domestic attitudes? 

In a certain sense, our ways of thinking and doing 
~ 

are obsolete carry-overs from the 18th and 19th Centuries. 

Then, the concepts of "class, 11 uelite" and ubreeding 11 1vere 

the vogue. To a large extent they still are. 

j What has been the result? 

\ It is shame and humilia tiqn and loss of self- respect 

rc.::: ;) (A lJ -~ c;{t ,,/_,v<-&Lt_# ~ 
for t~~~~Eb~~~~~~~~ - for the Negro, the penniless 

.1 

migrant laborer ~for the ne1.r citizen from Puerto Rico/ • 
~ ---------------------------~= 
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t.-ltllions of elde~==~s ~the indignity 

of being cast on the scrap heap because they are past the 

catastrophic or chronic illness. 

suffer indignity because 
::.:;;,.: 

have not learned to look past their birth defect --~~~~ 
·- - ----- - ---- -

or disability and see them for their true wort~. J 
----:::_ 

citizens are uneducated and under-

educated. They are condemned to suffer the indignity of 

being shackled to life-long menial labor , even though ______ , 
their minds and hands, if properly trained, could win 

b t 1 ' 1 ' f . I .6 & -~ et er p ace m l e . ~P> ~~.~~ J!.s'-1. · i 
; ~ '~¥.'" , I -Z Millions of Americans are, in eff: ct, ~red and 

wounded by invisible blows that cut deeper than a sword. 
---._... 
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not experienced humiliation and 

indignity may not be able to understand how harsh their ~/ ~ -c1 

:;; =.!e~ Uot the doubters recall the words of 

Shakespeare: 

in 

America have been wounded and in 

American society has suffered more blows, visible or 

invisible, than the 20 million Americans of the Negro race. 

were shocked when our 

fellow Negro citizens, demonstrating for t~~r rights, were 

struck openly - by fire hoses, police clubs and electric cattle 

prodders, or are set upon by police dogs~t is shocking 
. .....------, 

because it 

the hidden 

day of the year. 
~ 
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meaning would the Four Freedoms have for you if 

you vrere told from the age of 3 on - "Black child, stay in 
--=;; ~ 

-.----.---

your place." 

The bottom of the scale, the worst of 

everything . The lowest, the last, the shoddies\ the back 
----------,~ 

of the bus, the worst of the tenements, the most crowded 
..... --- """" - --- _,.. 

school. 

Never mind if the child has the potential of a George 

Washington Carver, a Ralph Bunche, a William Hastie, a 'Rd.t"'-t W:tt 'J 

Q' Marion Anderson, a Carl Rowan, a General Benjamin Davis, t 

SJ (}/,Lit! y<'-U /__ 
/__ How long are 20 million Americans supposed to take 

a Martin Luther King. 

all t his? 

Is it any wonder that a Negro revolution has swept 

the land? 
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;(I'll tell you the real wonder . It is the wonder that 

the Revolution came so late and that it ' s so self-disciplined, 
----~= 

~~ responsible, so moderate, so patient . ( · ~Lt-V/{' J 
~ In a famous speech during World War II, Winston 

l 

Chruchill said to his fellow Englishmen about the Nazis : 

"\Vbat kind of people do they think we are?" - ...- .r"' 

[v.JL) vJhat kind of people do 're think the Negroes are? Do 

/ 

we think that their children can grmv up, reading history 
... 

books with t he inspirational messages of Jefferson and 

Linclon, Roosevelt, Kennedy and Johnson and still be 
- ( .'{. - --< 

content to act like serfs? 

tJlJ1w 
Do -vre think that parents vTill swallow their pride 

another 5 year~ another 10 years, while their children 
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)'tcqv'(} 

~Do we think that teen-agers or adults will be content i ......,. __ _ 

to keep hearing : "Never mind if you are the last to be 

hired and the first to be fired." 

marching in the streets, sitting-in at the restaurantSand 

at the construction sites are fighting for their freedom 

as surely as· our ancestors did nearly t1o10 centuries ago. _ 

The sound of their marching feet 

~ 
the Senate Chamber 1vhere vre nmv- trying to put the Congress 

as firmly on the side of freedom as the Supreme Court has 
._---, 

been since 1954 . · 
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is the business before Senate One i F_::eed~~ e 
< 

hundred years of unfinished business has piled up and we "\vill 

not rest until we have cleared it a"\vay. I ____ _, ' 

~The Second Session of' the ,;8~h Congress can be the 

Freedom Session . 1964 will be Freedom Year./.S'ruJkespeare 

once spoke of the "t~~:;~~~~~~=t~~~ 

to fortune~ Sbitted, all the journey of life is in shallows 
• • • - < ·~~~b~'"'""'. -~~~~,;;:.:~~~~,;;;,;·- ...... · .......,..,..,.,;.: .. ...,..] 

and in miseries . " 

~The tide for civil rights is at its peak. 
~ iiittllU. 

We dare not 

lose it. 

The passage of the Civil Rights Act will not constitute = ,. 
the "beginning of the end" ·Of inequality. It will merely 

'' • r.s;r. .-·o. 

mark the "end of the beginning. 11 -
must look ahead to the days and years beyond this 

victory, or else it may become as hollovl and barren as the 

aftermath of Reconstruction --
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A ~,..::.=r · The American Negro suffers not 

merely from a deficit of laws to protect him; he suffers 

from a century~cits in education,~~in .il-t'_,....,u,.,..,.,A.L, 
'- tei"!l!ll:]]l':,l;~ ~ -~-· \ 

man. He is the miner in Appalachia whose mine is closed. 

He is the jobless youth who dropped out of school too 

early. He is the old man living his last days in a bleak and 
~ --

lonely room. He is, in ever increasing numbers, the m~iddle-

aged worker automated out of a job. He is in tragi~ortion 
the Negro. 
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l tJ.:( The "War Against Poverty" will not be won in behalf 

of the Negro alone. But it can certainly be lost on him. 

The most important battles in the War on Poverty will be 

4-t~.- ;ulf} uti 
of ~ cities and the ru¥>al 

- p 

1-rar will require 

next decade 

) This program is..- not charity. is a social and human 

obligation. It is not a luxury, it is a life-and-death -- -----T 

necessity. It is not for our "image" abroad, it is to 
:-~ 

redeem our own conscience ~~~~ 

If anyone thinks the multi-billion-dollar price is too 

high, let him try to calculate the pric) if we lose this 

1var - the price in wasted lives, in family, neighborhood 
....... {_-;-~ 

and city decay, in lost talents.- ~-<-~ !Yud;L( 

~~ (j \ £:) 

) 
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/ But our first job is 
~ ,, e passage of the civil 

rights bill in the Senate. ·· And I can tell you that this 

bill cannot be passed in the Senate unless the national 
~ ~--~==~ 

consensus that has been growing rises to a pitch and intensity 
c 

that vdll demand the passage of the bill. 

~This bill must be e before it can 

be passed by the Senate of the United States. 

the stirrings in the churches, among business groups, educators, 

the great voluntary organizations - not alone in the Negro 

groups themselves. 

eyes of America have been opened. 
~~ 

The "invisible 
. 1!14$( ·~ 

man, 11 the Negro who was not really seen by millions of his 

fellm-T-Americans, stands clearly before us - a man who 
<:: 

suffers, a man vTho yearns, a man who has much to give and .,.::=::::: ...... 

~====--~~=-~==~,=------

'*". '"" _' -. :; . t:f'~ ' 
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Yes ~ the conscience of America has been stirred. , -~ 
But it will not be enough to feel. It is necessary that 

America act. 

~=--~--L The American people cannot ;emain as . sp=.ors to th1s 

great national historic event. They must become participants. 

They must be mobilized. And once they are we will pass the ; 
civil rights act and close the citizenship gap that has shamed 
~~~~~·~~~ 

t~s ~~!£~~£~!~:!~~~~ 

L History has taught ~~ clear 1=:; through the ages -

~ ... fJievil triumphs where good men fail to act jl But this year 
""· .~ ... ~ ~~~ ~ZI' 

good men will act. We will take the first step by enacting ' 
~-- ~v' , ~.-~~civil rights law and then march 'forthrightly into -

the bright sunshine of human rights" and bring not only 

equality but dignity to all men . ~ 

#1#1 
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