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President vlright, members of the Board of Trustees, members of the 1964 
graduating class of Fisk University, ladies and gentlemen . 

It is a high honor to come to Fisk University, 1-rhich has played so 
eminent a role in the intellectual and moral life of the South and of our 
Nation--and t o share this platform with your dis t inguished president, Dr . 
Stephen J . Wright, only recently honored once again by his academic colleagues 
with a Doctorate of Law from the University of Notre Dame. 

President Wright's predecessor, the late Charles S. Johnson, said in 
his inaugural address: "The most important asset that a society can have 
is men who can apply the knowledge of the tim~ to the needs of the time." 
I doubt that any Fisk graduating class has looked out on a nation and a world 
so brist ling with challenges. ~~at calibre of intellectual toughness, of 
f l exibility, of poise and creativity, of moral courage and perseverance is 
re quired for the Breakthrough Generation--for you and your contemporaries 
,.rho will be moving into the American mainstream in numbers and at a rate 
b eyond the imagining of any other generation of Am~rican Negroes . 

This is a time of troubles and turmoil, a time of change and ferment. 
Yet it is also a glorious time to be alive. For out of the pain and diffi 
culty of these years there is being forged in America a great consensus-- t hat 
t here wil l be liberty and equal opportunity in fact for every American. 

The vision of that great Southerner who drafted the Declaration of 
Independence is coming to reality nine generations later. America is late, 
oh so late, in growing to its full maturity . But in these years of the 
Sixties, we are, indeed, becoming a mature nation. 

Yes, we shall soon pass the Civil Rights Bill of 1964. 

The consensus of the American people--and I feel in my soul that in the 
hearts of t he white South there is this same moral conviction--is that this 
nation must strike down the legal barriers barring the full participation 
of our Negro fellow-citizens in our democracy. 

Yes, there will be a day soon on which most Americans will be justified 
in walking a little more proudly and finding it a little easier to recite 
t he Pledge of Allegiance--especially the portion which runs "One Nation, under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." 

A great barrier will begin to swing aside on that day when the Civil 
Right s bil l has passed--a barrier that for generations has been damming back 
t remendous intellectual resources, incalculable energy and vitality lost t o 
the American nation . 

I say "begin •11 For if the door is being unlocked, if the door is 
~ringing open, i t is only j ust ajar . There will be no miracle wrought over
night . Rat h-:r, then will come the real test of the maturity of our people . 
The bill itself wil l be but the expression of the determination of the American 
:peo:ple to destroy discrimination. The t est will be whether the tvro great 
races in America can together-~tl'ork not only to dissolve the barriers be"\:,-tl~ "'!t l 
them, but to dev<=>l op a healt!:i.er and more act ive sense of cormmmity . That 
task will test the wisdom, the ~atienr.e !-;h e juCl.gro.ent and t he courage of 
leaders in both the Negro and tr .. e whii-.f! cr;uJIO.uni 1-,ies . 
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In both the Negro and the white communities . 

I cannot tell you how greatly I respect and admire 
perseverance of the leadership of the Negro community . 
cations they have withstood ~ ~fuat bitter tea they have 
been all too easy to have taken the pat h of demagoguery 
destruction--and to have lost everything . 

the self-discipline and 
What terrible provo
tasted~ It would have 
and violence and 

There is a time for sm.ring and a time for reaping . Your leaders have 
sovred vrell . They have worked . They have persi sted . They have won respect. 
And now, as we approach the time of t he harvest of civil rights, the 
leadership of both great races in America will be able to vrork together to 
translate the law of Civil Rights into the practice of non-di scrimination 
and equal opportunity . 

Soon will be the time of the harvest . It will b e hard work and it will 
take long years before it is finished . It will require a continuing spirit 
of conciliation and a willingness to work together, a steadiness and a stead
fa stness . 

There will be much yet to do when President Johnson has fixed his signa
ture t o the Bill for which he and our late President, John F . Kennedy fought 
so courageously . 

Free access to a table at a restaurant will be scant comfort to a man 
who cannot afford even a modest price for a meal . And FEPC will be scant 
comfort for a worker who discovers the hard truth that there is nothing he 
c n do that will pay him enough to support his family. 

Education and training . Training and education . These are the watch
vrords. Vle must invest and invest again in bringing not the ~vorst but the 
finest cf education to those who need it most, to those whose early lives 
have been blighted by a heritage of indifference and discrimination and 
poverty . ~fuatever the cost, it will be less than the cost of not making such 
an investment . And whatever the cost, it must be paid . 

vle must begin in the pre - school ages, and we must continue up through the 
grades, striving for excellence, striving for incentive to study and to learn, 
stri ving to light in those young minds the fire of hope and ambition, to 
make them feel that there is regard for their hard work, that there is an 
outlet for their training . 

As the artificial barriers to advancement fall --and they are falling- 
we must be certain that there are trained and educated young people ready to 
step in to compete on an equal basis . 

Oh, yes, we are far yet from finding those barriers fully dovm. The 
civilian economy has yet to train and upgrade and employ without regard to 
rac e or creed, as our defense establishment has done with increasing success. 
Companies and unions, North and South, must yet scrap their unwritten dogmas 
of precedence and place-- of who must give orders and who must take them, of 
"sensitive" positions tradi ticnal ly off-limits to Negroes . But ~ve are already 
beginning to develop a healthier tradition in this country . Dr . John Hope 
Franklin, Judge Wade McCree , my good friend L. Howard Bennett of the Depart
ment of Defense, and other distinguished alumni of this college, are amcng 
the thousands of able men and women 1vho are relegating the myths of r acism 
to the ash heap of history . 

Such men are pathfinders, pioneers . They are examples and challenges 
to the younger men and 1vomen 1vho are coming up out of the colleges, and to 
those children 1vho are coming into the world of education for the first time . 

I am pleased and proud , as a man in politics and government, to see so 
many of your generation taking an interest in politics . I believe strongly 
in the value of politics as a means of bringing about usefUl change . I am 
encouraged vrhen I see young men like State Senator Leroy Johnson of Georgia 
run for political office and win . It is a good thing for the l egielature of 
t hat State to have him there . It is a good thing for the Negro and white 
school children of that state to come into the now desegregated galleries 
and see him there . It is a good thing for all Georgians to have him sponsor 
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and secure passage of legislation useful to his own constituents and all the 
other people of Georgia . Indeed, where Negro Southerners have won the vote 
in recent years they have lined up firmly on the side of good government . 

As the barriers to voting in the South continue to come down, I am 
certain that other more subtle barriers will fall faster . The ballot i s 
a powerful force . It must be used with intelligence, with judgment, with 
responsibility- -but above all it must be used . 

Use the tools of education and the ballot . This is the way upward into 
that sunlight you have yearned for . This is the path that you young 
leaders must show to those who follow after you . 

Ye s , it is a hard and stony path ahead. The way is not easy for you. 

Neither will it be easy for others of your fellow Americans . Deeply
rooted habits of thinking and behavior cannot be changed overnight . Change 
in social patterns is hard -won and slowly accomplished . And the problems will 
be as severe in the Northern cities as in the South--different, but as diffi
cult . But in a spirit of conciliation and mutual respect, above all in a 
spirit of fellowship under God, the great remaining task of forging a new 
and vital and enduring relationship between Negro and white in America can 
be accomplished . The crucial role that has been played by the Churches in 
the struggle to pass the Civi l Rights bill must be continued. It is imperative . 
North and South, that the moral leadership of the great religious bodies of 
America continue to make itself powerfully felt . Men and women must be 
persuaded, ultimately, to do what is right and just . There must be a 
consensus developed- -ll1 the North and the South to accept and to live by 
the principles which the Congress will reaffirm in the Civil Rights bill . 

As vre pass the Civil Rights Bill of 1964, then, let us be exalted, but 
not exultant . Let us mark the occasion with sober rejoicing, and not with 
shouts of victory . The larger task remains before us - -a duty in which every 
American shares, and the fruits of which task, successfully accomplished, 
every American will also share . 

The danger is that "tfe shall too soon become weary, that we shall not have 
t he staying power, the confidence and the forbearance . The danger is t hat we 
may settle for too little, that we may accept token advances, that we may not 
persevere to the end . 

I know t hat you young men and vromen •rill persevere, that you will be 
equal to the task . And I know that young IDe'il and women throughout both the 
North and the South who are graduating this month will not fail the task . 
You, and they, vTill see it through together . 

Dr . Mordecai Johnson, seventeen years ago spoke some prophetic and 
moving words at Fisk . He told us •rhat we vrould see before us , in this 
summer of 1964 : 

"Then vre shall see ••• not a defeat for the South, but the 
first emergence of the untrammeled and hitherto suppressed and 
crippled soul of the South's noblest people . Then we shall be on 
our way - South and North, black and white - to t hat city which 
Thomas Jefferson savr when he vrrote the Declaration of Independence 
and which we Negroes have seen and loved in the hearts and lives 
of those who have taught us here at Fisk University and her 
kindred institutions . 11 

To which I say ••••••• • Amen . 

#II# 



Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 

commencement Address 

Fisk University 

June l, 1964 

~President ~right, members of the Board of 

Trustees, members of the 1964 graduating class of Fisk 

University, ladies and gentlemen. 

~It is a high honor to come to Fisk University, 

which has played so eminent a role in the intellectual 

and moral life of the South and of 

.,~~.JDshare the platform with your distinguished president, 

/ Dr . Stephen ~ght, only re~ly h~o:ed once 
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President Wright's predecessor, the late 

Charles s. Johnson, in his inaugural address: 

~"The most important asset that a society can have is 

men who can apply the knowledge of the time to the 

needs of the time."-} doubt that any ~i~- graduating 

class has looked out on a nation and a world so 

bristling with challenges. 
It,'-~~ 

· calibre of intellectual -
toughness, ~flexibility, poise and creativity, 

~moral courage and perseverance is required for -~ · 

~ ~ 
lBreakthrough Generation-- )tor you and your contemporaries 

_ .. 

· will be moving into the American mainstream in 

numbers and at a rate beyond the 

generation of American Negroe~ 
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This is a time of troubles and turmoil, a time 

of change and ferment. Yet it is also a glorious time 

to be alive. For out of the pain and difficulty of 
.,. 

these years there is being forged in America a great 

J""~ 
consensus - that there will be liberty and equal ___ .._ A 

opportunity in fact for every American. 

~~~ 
~The vision of that great Southerner who drafted ~~ 

' 

the Declaration of Independence is coming to reality 

nine generations later.~America is late, oh so late, 

in growing to its full maturity. But in these years 

~{ftt-
of the Sixties, we are, indeed, becoming a mature nation. 

(_ -----
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The the American people 

nation must strike down the barriers barring the 

full participation of our negro fellow-citizens in our 
~ 

__ , 
democracy. 

Yes, 

~ 
~Americans will be justified in walking a little more 

proudly and finding it a little easier to recite the 

Pledge of Allegiance--especially the portion which runs 

"One Nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and 
---------

justice for all. " 

---------
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A great barrier will b . egJ.n to 

incalculable ~~·' energy 
"- l><l' 

and vitality zUt;e r j , e flatiac 



- 6 -

I say "begin ~or::- the doo~t~~~ 
.:;:: U.e ~OQE'is swimjj-Wg-~s--only just ajar., 

ern•· 

~ere will be no miracle wrought overnight. Rather , then 
~ .... ~ 

will come the real test of the maturity of our people. 
af'?El!7 t§!':!?!!f"'+ 

The bill itself will be 41l the expression of the 

determination of the American people to destroy 

discrimination~The test will be whether the two 

great races in America can work together not only 

to dissolve the barriers between them, but to develop 
-------~~· 

a healthier and more active sense of commun i ty . That 

task will test the wisdom , the patience the judgment 
;;:-:;::z ... <::: · - J 

and the courage of leaders in both Negro and the 
--::"'"" 

white communities . 
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I cannot tell you how greatly I respect and 

admire the self-discipline and perseverance of the 
.,..------

leadership of the Negro community . What terrible 

-4-ll Mil~" 1C V ~L~' 
provocations ~ ~e ~d! What bitter tea 

. -N ~LAVJ---
-~ ~ tasted ~ It would have been all too easy 

to have taken the path of demagoguery and violence 

and destruction - lost everything . 

7 
. ~.' 
J t 
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There is a time for sowing and a time for 

~And now, as we approach the time of the harvest of 

\ 
civil rights, the leadership of both great races in 

America will be able t o work together to translate 

the law of Civil Rights into the practice of non-

discrimination and equal opportunity. /?J-nv-c..t.~ 

-1- t. 'f ~ Lt./:/ /;G .,Le~ 

af~y-h_P /t-1-.-c.-£a _ __ ~ 

A -h-;-- .,-----:__-_- ""' 
-~Yac_ 
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Soon will be the time of the harvest. It 

will be hard work and it will take long years before 

'\. G oN tt Nvf t/t/G / 
it is finished. It will require a ~o~~Lain9 / 

t)udUv,J 
spirit of conciliation and a willingness to work 

A 

together, a steadiness and a steadfastness. 
_./ 

There will be much yet to do when President 

.. .r-
Johnson has fixed his signature to the Bill for which 

he and our late President, John F. Kennedy fought 

so courageously. 
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Free access to a table at a restaurant will 

be scant comfort to a man who cannot afford even a 

modest price for a meal. And FEPC will be scant 

comfort to a worker who discovers the hard truth 

that there is nothing he can do that will pay him 

enough to support his family. 
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~!ducation and trainin . Training and education. 

These are the watchwords. invest and invest 
~ 

again in bringing :Ae-t Una 'i'tarst bat the finest of .....__.., 

education to those who need it most, to those whose 

early lives have been blighted by a heritage of 

indifference and discrimination and poverty. Whatever 

the cost, it will be less than the cost of not making 
~ 

such an investment. And whatever the cost, it 

must be paid. 
"'"'''"''~.ll\<i<til'~tll.',':.'{!"~ 
~~$.:¥if~"'"'""""'., 

, .. 
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We must begin in the pre=school ages, and 

we must continue up through the grades, striving for 

excellence, striving for incentive to study and to 
e----·-

learn, striving to light in those young minds the fire 
--~· ..... 

of hope and ambition, to make them feel that there ----------~-~-

is reward for th~r hard work, that there is an 

outlet for their training. 

~ As the artificial barriers to advancement fall -

and they are falling - we must be certain that there 

are trained and educated young people ready to step 

- · 
in to compete on an equal basis. 
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uJ_~~-
~~ we are far ~ from finding 

~~~- \ 
barriers'lfe!!y-&vf~. The civilian economy 

;( 

those 

has yet 

to train and upgrade and employ without regard to 

race or creed, as our defense establishment has done 

~ith increasing success~Companies and unions, 

North and South, must yet scrap their unwritten 

dogmas of precedence and place - of who must give 

orders and who must take them, of "sensitive " positions 
---- -~ ----

traditionally off-limits to Negroes . But we ·are already 

beginning to develop a healthier tradition in this 

country.~Dr. John Hope Franklin, Judge 
~~~~~~~rJ.<:#-·~~··-

Wade McCree, 

my good friend L. Howard Bennett of the Department of 

Defense, and other distinguished alumni of this college, 

are among the thousands of able men and women who are 

relegating the myths of racism to the ash heap of history. 
-----------
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Such men are pathfinders, pioneers. They 

are examples and challenges to the younger men and 

women who are coming. out of the colleges, and 

to those children who are coming into the world of 

education for the first time. 

~ I am pleased and proud, as a man in politics 

and government, to see so many of your generation 

taking an interest in politics. 
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I believe strongly in the value of politics 

as a means of bringing about u~~e. I am 

r ~.encouraged when I see young men L li(~tate Senator 

pr ~Leroy Johnson of Georgia run for political office 

and win. It is a good thing for the legislature of 

ehat State to have him there. It is a good thing for 

the Negro and white school children of that state 

to come into the now desegregated galleries and see 

him there. It is a good thing for all Georgians to 

have him sponsor and secure passage of legislation 

useful to his own constituents and all the other 

people of Georgia. 
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~ Indeed, where Negro Southerners have won the 

vote in recent years they have lined up firmly on 

the side of good government . 

As the barriers to voting in the South continue 

to come do~ I am certain that other more s~e barriers 

~ 

will fal~faster. The ballot is a powerful force. 
~- --

It must be used with intelligence, with judgment, 

with responsibility - but above all it must be used. 

Use the tools of education and the ballot. 

This is the way upward into that sunlight you have 

yearned for. This is the path that~ young leaders 

must show to those who follow after you. 

fi- ri-ed J flM~ it is a hard and stony path ahead. The 

way is not easy for you. 
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Neither will it be easy for others of your 

fellow Americans. Deeply-rooted habits of thinking 

and behavior cannot be changed overnight. Change 

in social patterns is hard-won and slowly accomplished. 

And the problems will be as severe in the Northern cities 

as in the South - different, but as difficult. 

But in a spirit of conciliation and mutual 

respect, above all in a spirit of fellowship under 

God, the great ~emaining task of forging a ne/~ 

vital and enduring relationship between Negro and 

whitel in America can be accomplished. 
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The crucial role that has been played by the 

Churches in the struggle to pass the Civil Rights 

bill must be co~nued . It is imperative~North 

andSouth, that the moral leadership of the great 

religious bodies of America continue to make itself 

Men and women must be persuaded , 

ultimately, to do what is right and just . There must 

be a consensus developed - in the North and the South -

to accept and to live by the principles which the 

Congress will reaffirm in the Civil Rights bill . 
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As we pass the Civil Rights Bill of 1964, 

then, let us be exalted, but not exultant. Let us 

mark the occasion with sober rejoicing, and not with 

shouts of victory. The larger task remains before 

us - a duty in which every American shares, and the 

fruits of which task, successfully accomplished, 

every American will also share. 

The danger is that we shall too sombecome 

weary, that we shall not have th~taying power, the , 

confidence and the forbearance. The danger is that 

we may settle for too little, that we may accept 

token advances, that we may not persevere to the end. 
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I know that you young men and women will-

persevere, that you will be equal to the task. And 

I know that young men and women throughout both the 

North and the South who are graduating this month 

will not fail the task. You, and they, will see it 

through together. 

Dr. Mordecai Johnson, seventeen years ago 

spoke some prophetic and moving words at Fisk. 

He told us what we would see before us, in this 

summer of 1964: 
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"Then we shall see •.•. not a defeat for the 

South, but the first emergence of the untrammeled 

and hitherto suppressed and crippled soul of the 

South•s noblest people. Then we shall be on our 

way - South and North, black and white - to that 

city which Thomas Jefferson saw when he wrote the 

Declaration of Independence and Which we Negroes 

have seen and loved in the hearts and lives of those 

who have taught us here at Fisk University and her 

kindred institutions. " 

To which I say ••••..• Amen. 
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