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HUMPHREY INTERVIEW 

. HUGR DOWNS: "The most compr~hensive civil rights bill 1n history 
1a soon to come·. · 'l'he senate is in the final stage now and one ot the . 
questions, nov,. 1s how to prepare the .country tar it -- how to get ·a 
national c~te of acceptance. senator Hubert Humphrey of Minnesota, 
the Democratic •whip• who has shepherded the bill thro·Ugb. the sen~te, 
haa some ideas on thiso 

0 The .senator comes to us fresh -- or l>erhaps I should say weary-
fitom m~ successive days and night$ of debate. With him are NBC 
Washington correspondents Ray Scherer and Nancy Dickerson. Ray --?" 

SCHERER: "Right, Hugh. senator, how is it? Are you fresh or 
are you · weary and. where do you go from here?" · 

. . . . 
HUI'1PHREY: "Well, it's a stranee combination ·or both. but frankly 

I . ·reel a little bette%' this raorn!ng, . emotionally and temperamentally,. 
than ·I have for a long long time; because, .as I said some days ago, 
I had a teeline that we were looking down a long tunnel and I•d begin 
to see what I thought was a speck of 11gnt• Now the sun seems to be 
shining;. the clouds are b~eaking and I ha~e u feeling that very short-
ly. within the next few hours -- that is,. between now, let us say, . 
and Friday -- that we ought to ca'!lplete action in the ~enate on the Civil Rights Bill. 11 . . . 

. . 
SCHERER: "That's pretty lyrical.. What was it like last nigbt, 

when you finally reached the brink of passage?·"· 

HUMPHREY: . 11Well, you could sense rie;ht . 1ri the Chamber of the 
Senate the tension and the ~motion that was therao. There's always a 
sort of "restlessness when·. you come to a moment of decision in the 
Senate; the galleries were packedJ even though the rules of the sen• 
ate are· you must not lean over those galleries., I loo}te~ .. up Qnd saw . . 
people leaning over and pointing· ~t dU'terent senators · 8lici there was 
a swt of'~ buzz, a noisy atmosphere •.. 

., 
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. "And then when we came to the point where Senator Thurmond said that this was his last or final ~endment, there was, I believe, just a little shout of glee from one area of the Senate · -- I wasn•t sure whether it was the gallery or the senate. • • • But you could see Senators loaning back and all at once just aorta going •Wbbbew• -- boy, that•s good. you know? And then the roll call was taken and after that there was a bit of debate on the substitute package that senator Dirksen~ Mansfield, Kuchel and myself had prepared -- a little exchange of debate between o1yself and Senator Russell; some questions asked about the jury trial amendment by Senator Monroney; some clarification made; and then the roll call. ~ when the roll call came, why, the senators were, you could see, ve~y rel1e~ed and they wanted to know whether this wa~ the final moment and any nlore business; and theytd go by and say, ·~ell, see you tomorrow,. see you tomorrow• -· there was a happy noteo" 

DICKERSON: "When is that final moment comizl8, Senator Humphrey? When wi~l you vote • do you think?n - · 
HUMPHRE:Y: "I think it.tll be Friday; it•~ possible that 1t could be tonight, but I doubt it -- I believe that many senators will want · to speak on .'this bill. This is · a truly historical · moment tor the .nation. I have said to many of the visitors who come to the· gallery or the Senate - ·' they come to my 9ff'ice first and I visit with them briefly -~ that they are present at a time when a great chapter of history . .1s being written, for the United states and for the whole world; and I think the Senate senses this now. 

"So that senators will ma~ speeches, but they w+~l 'be -- :'those speeches ·will 'be better than speeches that ar~ · generally ma<J.e here in the .senate, even tho~gh IQ.ar;ly times you hear a veey good speech •. ·· They .will be eonc1s.~, - th~y•ll be' to the .:;.Point, and I think e$ch sena-·t. tor will- -have "in: · mtnd that what he s·-.~s : will, in a sense, lend itself' to the interpretation of this legisl~tion -- tot he . etf'e~~iveness. of the legislation -- and it will be recorded ~ the annals Qt hist~ry as his contribution. So I would recomm~ that the 'Oo~es.sional Record' might be the bestselle.r for~ little wh1l~~ It · w~l.l have some literary gems 1n it~" 

DICKERSON: "Senator, after tb.e ~enate finishes, then the Bill will hav~ to go back to the House.. What will happ~n then1 and when do yoti see ·:President JoP-nson signlng this bill into law?'' 

HU!-1PHREY: "Yes, it will have to go back to the House; and of course~ this is the -·this is the trek or the trip tl:lat has some uncertainties in it. I would imagine what would happen wou~d be that when it goes back to the House, the Bill would be referred to the Rules Committee, askine the Rules Co!tllllittee for a rule on the bill .• I doubt that it would be accepted by unanimous consent, !think that•s looltip.g forward to too tauoh. ,-
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"It'll b& in the Hulas Co.:lllllittee and there could be some delay there, but not over ten days; with both the Republicans and some Democratic members wanting .to get the .bill out of C~uittee. Then it will' con1e back to the House and I am . hopeful that the House will ac-cept the ~enate amendruents. 11 
· 

DICKERSON: "Do ~o·u have any assurance on that?" . 

HU~4PHREY: . "Well, on~ is never sure in this government of ours, 
and pax-tic.ularly in Congress·, what will h~ppen; but we have \)een 1n very close contact with tb.e leaders of the House, on the ~endments that we have added in the seno.te and the changes tb.a t we·· have ot• fered. And I must say that the House deserves the ~ion• s s~are of the credit for civil rights. · Because they laid down the '· basic framework ·and hammered out the tirat structure ot civil rights legislation; and I am ·deeply indebta~as one citizen, to ~anny Sellor -Emanuel Seller, the chairman of the House Judici~y Committee.-,' arici 
to t he- razlkinb Republican, William McCulloch. These· t w·o ·men are . 
giants~ really, in terms of what they have been able to · ace~plish. speaker McCormick and Carl Al.bert and Charles Halleo~·. -- the leaders in the House~ the Republican and Democrat; and may I ··atl-ess th1a -that the l-1hole pattern ·ot bir-partisanship, or should · l; say •nonpartisandhip•, was established in tb.e House of Representatives~ And 
this is something that we oarried through into the Senate -- 1t• s the way I felt about it all the time,and I am convinced that this is the reason that we have a bill; because we were non-partisan; ~a made this a t~uly national is·sue. not a Party issue." · 

SCHERER: . "That removes 1 t, the~. as you see 1 t, ~ a o~paign. issue this · Novamber --it oouldn'~ b~, hmm?" · ~ · 

HUMPHREY: "Well, it surely removes it as a PSPty is~ue., ijnlesa one ot the candidates should vote against this bill; thtn• regretably, it might··: become a subject of polj,ticlll consideration. But. my hQpe and my prayer is -- and I say. this w1th all the sincerity at my command ~- that we will not make .ciyil rignta a Partisan po~itioal isaueJ if we•re going to speak abo~t it. we ought to spea~ about it ln terms of what we can do to implement it, wh~t we can do to r11a~e this bill effective, how we can prove its effectiveness, and h~ we can 4o it without being~- without •the club•, soto speak• IJvo always felt that a bill such as this needQd law· observanc~, even 'uore than it needed law enforcement; and it we get it out here on the political hustings and discuss it as an issue, it'd be a tragedy." · 

DICKERSON: "Senator, before we get to that iDlplementation, I wonder 1t I could just b~ing back that point you r$1sed, which was 
about ..... it certain candidates beoam.e t~ c~didates for their parties, namely Senator Goldwater, would this beQome more of an issue than· 1t would otherwise? Even it he votes tor the bill today or tomorrow, ~hen the final vote c~D1es, his reticence would lead. pe~ple 
to believe one way or another about hi~ stand on civil rights. 
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HUH.PHREY: "If senator Goldwater should become the Republican Party standard-bearer fo~ President, I would hope that he would have voted for the Civil Righ~s Bill; he did pair, as you know- on th' sub• stitute package." · 

SCHERER: "H·e was listed in favor of 1t." 
HUMPimEY: "Yes. · Senator Tower voted against it and 1n announcing his vote, be said that he ~as paired with the senator fo~a Arizona, Mr. Goldwater, who would vote 'aye•. I was pleased with that. As much as I like to win elections, I don•t want to _ wi~ an election at the expense of the national unity; and at the axpensG of tranquility, . and peace, and justice in our_ society. 

"So I am hopeful-- and I really, I said ~1!s- some ttme ago in discussing civil .rights with a number of ~eople --I real~ hope that senator Goldwater will vote on final passage tor the bi;Ll. · I think ha may; and 1t he does, this ought not to become a Par~ issue, and I would then surely recommend to our· party that despite t~ previous stand of the senator, on cloture and other things, that we not even talk about it, except to talk about that we're building a bet• ter America;as·':1me .President says, •the great society•, and try to · get everybody thinking constructively and positively about this . bill." 
SCHERER: "But Senator, is a white backlash issue -- do you .. think a Re!)Ublican candidate could develop this against ~itt. Johnson?" . . . . 
HID-iPHREY: "I .suppose it could be developed, but if it were, I think it would -be shameful, I think it would be t~agic. Candidates tor President must re- -- and they do. I'm sll.re, but "'!:• .above. all. they must remember that their duty, even aa a candidate I -is to uni~e our .country, on the fundamentals of our society; we can have disagreements as to how we proceed on the realization of these r;oals and fundamentals; but to try to put, or pit,. race against race, or · church against church, or relicion against religion and g~oup against .group . --this has no place in American politics. And I have a feeling tbat if this is· done, that the person responsible for it will suffer a 

hum1~iating defeat. Because the American people truly want community; they want comu.Luriity -- I think that•s the best word that I can think of tor it. It· isn•t that they want unanL:n1ty, but they want community; they want to be able to live tocether and to work together. And t hey 
prete~ to have their leaders -- those that they want to l.'espect and . look up to -- to lead th~ in ~e paths of unity and co~uunity and neighborliness; rather than to divide on the basis of ·r&l1g1on or ·at 

, ~~u~{-~or ethnic g'l'oup; and, I just mn• t believe that a person running tor the Presidency of the United States, the highest office ••• would ever indulge in this kind of cheap politics. of disuniting and dividine the nation." · · 
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DICKERSON: 11Senatoz-, you believe th.at it•s a national . consensus 

that wants this Civil Rights Bill. But even with that, how do you 
explain the popularity of Governor Wallace in the norther-n prtm~ies? 
He got quite a few votes in Wisconsin and Maryland -- people who 
were agreeing with him. How do you explaj,.n that?" 

HmlPHREY: "I know that everry measurement of public opinion that 
we can get -- those :uoasuremonts aro less than accurate, but they're . 
relatively accurate -- indicates that there is a great deal of sup
port for civil rights legislation and for a civil rights progr~. 
Now, many o1' the people questioned do not know the details of the par
ticular bill, but they want to see the -- tbe wounds bound up, so to 
speak, and healed; and theytd lik~ ~o see the people working togethero 

"A man like Governor Wallace appealed to many negative elements 
in our society; he ran i~ certain state p~imaries where tnere were 
problems of taxation; where a governor was in some political troublel 
where people, 1n a sense, could take out all ot their .t'l'ustrationa 
upon the majority party, or upon one of the leading political candi
dates by voti~g for Governor Wallace. 

"This may ·be a poor comparison and I hesitate to even U$e it; 
but many times 1n European coUntries, people voted for the Communist 
Par-"• not becaus·e they were Col1'!L(Junist, but because they were just 
angry with the non-communist parties; and in the United states I 
think that in some of these primaries .• Governor Wallace received 
vot~s .. from people that were unhappy with the sales tax or unhappy 
with the particular road· proposal or s omething else. 

"Then, to be quite frank: about it, everybody in the United· 
· ., S.t~'tf~.a._ does ·not agree on the lssue of civil rights -- .I've said 

.that; .. $verybody doesn't like negroes and everyone doesn•t like catho
lics or Protestants or Jews; and they don•t like Democrats; and they · 
don't like Republicans; there are people that just don't like each 
other. I would say, however, that we w~ll build a national c~naensus." 

SCHERER: "How do you do that, senator? liow do you t:;"et the coun- · 
try ready to accept this b1ll'l 11 

IIUMPHRll:Y: "Well, by the words of men like myself; 'coinmentatos, 
like youtiw~ distinguished commentators; radio and the press and tele
'Jision; ~·: being consider~te and understanding with this legislation -
~ · bity,~ to make it appear as if it•s a panacea for all of o~ ills." 

SCHERER: "should there be a national conference, maybe?" 

HUMPHREY: "I would say that ill ·the beginning what we should 
have are governors t ·hat tak4 the lead . -- this is a chance,. ne>W. for 
governors to exercise great leadership 1n their states~ Because governors 

..... -
• 
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.are close to the people-- it's a .wonderful position; or a mayor of · a 
1!-mge ci ty• And to call in all the rnany people and organizations and ethnic groupa and religious groups to~ to understand this . law--

·-· what it means. how it can be iraplemented; to work with the legislator$ 11'· the~e' s a need ot re-fashioning some state law. l1ayors~ yes -.
conferences and mayors; the United states Conference of ~ayors; the 
governors themselves in their respec.tive states; and it has · been indicated in the press that possibly something at the nat1on81 level 
might take place. I know that -- " 

DICKERSON: "Do you think. President Johnson's going to do that?" 

HUJ'1PHREY: "Well, I know the President is a . man that believes, above all other thines, in unity and in consensus and I would imagine that he's been giving considerable thought to it. He's never talked to me about it, I mu~t say quite candidly; but l know that the President, long. before the bill waa at th,ts point where it looks as if 1t will pass arid be law-- that the President had thought in terma .ot getting the whole nation to work toge:tlher; and I hope b.e might do so." 
. . - ~ . 

DICKERSON: 11 Senator ~~ Humpbrey, you're knO'fll a~ one Of. the greatest talk6rs in the senate -- I wish we had more time to talk this morning. 11 
· 

HUMPHREY: "I wish we did, too -- lots to talk about." 
. ·' 

. PIC.KI!."'RSON: "Thank you, -- Ray Scherer; this is Nancy Dickerson., NBC News in Washington; now back to Hugh Downs • 11 

·~ 
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