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The following is the text of an address by Senator H.ub.ert H.. Humphrey 

bef~re the Women's National D~ratic Club on June 23, 1964. 

LABORERS WORTHY OF THE HIRE 

I w~t to pay my respects this evening to the Women's Dem~ratic ClUb 
fer the great role it has played in the big decisi~ns of American politics. 
The Democratic party and the American people are in your debt • 

. I do not come here to convince you of the many virtues of the Dem~
cratic Party. Rather I am delighted to come to share an advocacy .• 
Democrats are essentially advocates. Let those dwell in negati~n who 

.•.· 

are not s~e about what they believe. I believe in advocacy, in the affirma..;. 
tion.o~ a positive faith. Here I find myself at home. 

Of .cour.se there must be substance to our ~nthu.siasm. We must weigh ·. 
causes carefully and look at the great issues ·with the ~~ity ~fa 
judge. But I have looked at the causes to which we have given devetien. 
I have weighed the issues, and I have come up with one conclusion: · We have 
been right--the Democratic Party is worthy. 

I need not remind you either .that this is an elect~n year. We must 
not, h~ever, · underest:imate the importance of this electi~n year. I · 
believe . that this earning campaign will be ha~er fought than many . ef .us 
believe. It is t'lur duty now to take an inventory, to find out where · we 
stand, t~::~ ask what we have been doing and where we are going. In short 
we must give a fair account to the American people of our stewardship. 
We .ciwe that to the American people and we owe it to ourselves. To govel"Jl 
is a responsiblli ty. 

I know that a new sense ~f responsibility came to me when I took the 
job as the Majority Whip in the United States Senate in January, 1961. 
When I assumed that responsibility I sacrificed a certain freedom of 
action. One cannot take on the responsibility of . le~dership without taking 
on some eitra burdens of that responsibility. It takes more self-discipline. 
And if one ~ants party discipline from others, he must have it himself~ : · 

· · wp~Il: . the Democratic Party, through its elected President--our late and 
beloved 'John·· Fitzgerald Kennedy--took on the responsibility of governing 
this nation, it also assumed many duties and many responsibilities. The 
natiQn was confronted with a host rf serious problems. But when John 
Kenriedy, · with a humility that sensed fully the magnitude of those ·pro~ 
said simply," I welcome them;" he made us all more adequate tt'l our duties •. 

I am not here to recount history. The key to the success of the 
Democratic Party is to attack the problems of the present and to lot'lk t~ 
the future. We feel no mandate to dwell in the past, much less attempt the 
impossible of returning to it. We would use the inspiration of the past, · 
its source of reference, its residue of experience, to meet the new duties 
f'lf · new occasions. Jfrom the past we have learned respt'lnsibili ty. 

.. ~ ~ 

.. Oilly the inexperi'encgl in politics .dream of the luxury of being "free..; · 
wheelers.". Only the neophyte ·thinks he can--or even should--be abJ.e t:o 
pick and choose as he pleases, with an un,tr~eled ·independ¢nce of act.i•n 
on all issues and occasions. In conscience· he may have liberty, but like
wise in conscience he is denied license.. The Democratic Party has learned 
that. 

This party has governed this natiC~n since 19.33 with the exception ef 
eight years. And in six of those eight years the Deinocratic party had a 
majority in the Congress. We have learned that we have no right t~ be 
frivolous. We have learned that we have no right to look lightly on . 
any subject or issue of the day. We have learned in each year to ask 
ourselves: "Have we kept the public trust? Has the public consensus been 
found? Have we protected not only the heritage of the past, but the options 
of those unborn?" 

(MORE) 
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A party in power for a long period of time. may. Q.rain. i.t.sel.:t · o!_lead~ . .. -·- - ·· -
or become complacent in its sense of cause. Equaily; a party long 9ut of 
power is tempted to seek control for the sake of control-to· a,:Ssa'il.lt 
in desperation what it has not earned in merit • 

. I . ca,n speak .best . for the Demncr~tic . Party. That party has .. beep 
res:Ponsib"le to 'its trust. The Democratic Party has been able to receive. 
new strength ou~ . of ~e ranks of its members_. It. ha.s dra:wn ... a fresh 
vitality, year after year forJnore- than thirty years. 

. ._ 

Our party has not come. -just lately to be led . by-Preaident Lyndon 
Johnson. One particular attribute of character--one _great hallmark of his 
leadership--began when he was the Majority Leader of the Senate during the 
six years of the Ei.senh.r<wer ·.Aamin::i stration when .;the_Democrat·ic Party 
c_ont·rolled· the~nsress. .. Lyndon Johnson 'taught us in those years, he .., 
preached._to··us ). · lectur.ed·--us-and _sometime cajol.Bd_us . if you like--on. the 
theme of the Democratic party being responsible to the wh.al.£Y nation. He 
told,_ . .us we coulQ. n9t be . loose--on-fiscal. pol.i.cy •. H~ reminded us :that~ 

. policy · was above part.isanship. -On any and e'7el:"y d"'lle&tic issue he counselled 
· us on the . ·rE;Pponsiblii.:t,ies of a. "}lS.rly--entru.sted with the--re..sporisib.J 11 t:i e,s 
: ~:~. ' ' ... · ~ ~ - . . . . . . . . . . 

. . .. -~--::.. ... 

Today· the President · C.lf -the United States still .exP.mplii'ies .in ·word 
· tmcl deed . the same t.hou.ght, the saJl).e ,~hilos~hy and doctrine which h~·-save· 

·--;-- us then.-as-... tqe Senate Majority Leader • . He in$ists that the ~ . .. . 
-.· ... . ... _ . . . Party.,l>-e ,.a. -_pru-ty--of reSponsibility: And so I empbasi2'.e tonight t:he ~--· · 

~ ..... .. 

.. . o:r .. re~Spoos~ty) ... :the . theme-of being" --~· of the hire ,in the . 
__ _ldne:rara. of. democracy • . 

.... ... Perhaps . anyone ~an preach. At least the vcr~d · is f'ul.l.. o:t" good-- advice, 
1:itt:l.e- of which is, .taken. P~esident JQ}mspn has not .been content with 

'-----~ ~---111ere prea.chment . . From the ' herit~=tge ' of the American past, but projected . 
to-the .tuture~he has captured that vis_ion which ~onverts d~ty into a dr:(ve, 
He has ,given. us ·. a ·.caus~ :lii which-we can st.ep f~.d to enlist •. He ·has 
:received the . eternal .:wisdom that "without vision t~ :people pez:ish .-11 

·we , ha~e : be~n g~ven :.the vision of .. "The Orea:t -society." It is the -same . ... . 
vision of -th.e...Founding Fathers. But it is the idiom of the-20th ·. century, · 

-~-""to our __ greater powers .to-.achieve-it. , .. The..Americ.an ideal has · 'b:o@ · 
made~. ·· · 

·· ·People _need __ ideals, not just ideas. In the publi.c re~tion- man' s 
jargon.,·; ideas are ,all too of.ter;l .11 g;i.mmicks.. 11 They are born in clever.nes~. 
and Q.ie ·in ·cynicism. It takes ideals to ·· ~i:f~- n man, a natj,on.1 a_. :Party, · 
to restore ·a spirit and fortify a will. It takes an ideal to lead~ - · · · 

I have said-that :President "Job.ns"'Y'drew-his.-.ides.l of the Great . Sod.ety .. 
from the . spirit of the American· past, -from. the dream . that brought .~:fortli - . 
on this continent -"a Ifew nation, ·canc.£uv:ed .. in_).iberty and dedicated to . --
t~~· ·PJ0'PO$iti~ that all men are created equal." President Johnson has . 
al~o d~awn. his~ ideal .from the great commitments of the Democratic Party. · . · 
Most recently, Pres.ident. Kennody·-de.scribed our-goal as 11 the New Frontier." 
That was _his~~y of putting the chal]enge ,of new op~ties. before 
this l~d and people. Partly in jest, one. may say of .another political 
party that instead of a new frontier, it has b~en groping in vain for a 
"J,ost trorizon." . 

In a · recerit-teleca.st,._.Exesident Johnson gave a simple definition, · 
without . ..sl~ns, of the "Great Society.'"' "lruporj;ers asked him.i "Mr. . ., 
Pr~sident, Franklin. ROf'8e.¥elt had .the New Deal; ·.Harry TI'UlllB.n . had the :Fair 
Deal; John Kenp.~y had the New Frontier. · What will you -call your Ad.miriis
tr~ion?" . In the _quiet, restrained and thoughtful manner- so characterit?t;i.c 
o.t him, . President-:Jchn.son ·replied: "I suppose that what this· Administl;"a
tion s.eeks . for .the" Americ!;ln pe.op.le is a better deai, . a better lifej a 
better world, a set of better circumstanc~, .. n.ot-onJ..r"'f'0.r"'_j.h.e..JDB.!lY~ but 
for the few." 

- ~ ~ 

This is an enduring commi:tmeitt of :the .De;nocratic partY• As Franklin 
Rooseve~t, the early mentor of Lyndon Johnson, stated it, we da not se~ 
to have> government add to those who already have t·oo much. We se_elr:~ 

. (MORE) 
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government that Eakes it poss j~le for tho~e wit~ t oo 
There is no need to enhance t {Le pri vi.J ege of a fr;~,, . 
opportunity to all. 

l ittle to have enough. 
1berc is need to give 

I am. emphasi :::. ir..:s respcnsibili ty, v:i s:i.on, and t'1e better life tonig~t 
because I want Demo::::rats to recognize in this ye ::-.r of ] 961~ that our task is 
to maintain the hi3h grou .. 11.d of i d.e3.li s:n . It i s ouc dt·,ty t o t al:e the high 
road of principl e . Our job is to speak u:p for America nt i ts best; for 
America as vre \Tant it to be, and the ,,·orld as it r::m; t b e r:.:::.e if there is 
to be peace on ee.r t h, T.c.is is the r e sponsibilit y lie rr:ust not f a il. I do 
not say we would lose the election if we lowered our gaze . El ections can 
be won on l ovrer rou.ds as -vrell a s h igher , Polit ici:11s can 1rin elections, but 
only statesmen d e serve to . I vrant the Dc'J'.ocrrtic p3rt~r C"1 tb':) h i gh road. 
I want u s to -vrin because vTe ore r espcnsib 1 e to t:·l.C~ -~-~e tct.::;·~ ;,-~ s e0k--the 
trust of all AEericR~s. 

I say t h i s b c2.use , L:tn~u:r , I l~2.Y e "' :_: .:.! -::-:r :·~ : ·, ·_, -:-:::~. ': >:e ::'.,_ -·ll be 
opposed this y ear v-·:i:t h 12or ~ C.e::o ~)c ::- .:ct::..o::., l f :;.-:v- ·::: -.- ·~ [C:-- . .c c:;:~-:J:: ~:~io:1 
going to ap:real to t ::c8 J:;3.s ~· :. ·:~ l::-: o:' L : ':! :,;:.:.· ·.:_/~ ~; :t.: ::•. -.: c :.' "~o ::-:: :c.::::o:~ .. 
may even be a tc::. c~cy to p i t c.--:· ,~··_; :! e. :;::.ir.. ~:-:~ f' ---:_ .·· ~J, n.c· :: ·c t -~ ~:l. ~;-~::: L"st 
to divide the hcu:: 2. of As.:!'-:..cc. in ;;te~d of' -~o 1: .:. .:~ -~ ·: <· 0 :~~-~~;~ it ·q i ll 
not be so, but I ~ ::: l i0 -.. ·; :.:.-:_ :.l?.~- ::::- :.:; :·- E:. ::. :··;· - ; · · ·· · -:: ~. r· ·· : 1.1 eve::-y 
temptation to f a J l :[:;1: ·L,>r~ t ·:.:.·:.;J c· ~ -- _ " · ·· ~ . -· . . '- :.-: -.: , ·::::.::,y . 
Any party th2.t t c.·;.-:-c t:J.at rc--:~c: ·ir ::.l t.o ~.: · ;_·_- ·· c ~ ... :<_ : . ··-~-· -:... '.c: t. -:: J. ::;-t, 
even though i t wi!1S t :L E:} .<;ct.:J : ·: .• 

i s 
'I":J.ere 
section; 

What I sr: ' ~r. to .,_ ':'> r · ·' ::::;>:.;. -~· -:::::c-' :. 3 • .. , ,. -- 
ground, to c. ~:~ : .. o :J.. -:-: o F; · · ~:-.. ~ -~ .. ~ 1 - r- ~- .; -- :. .. :.-.c·.-; ~- _ . . ~ · .· . ..., ' - s .1. :::> '-~:...- ....... : 8-·c:l 
more deepJ_y cf a c2 .... -- -~ ~::· ... . · . .-:.--_, '-'. > .! .)-:. .: _-- ~~ - r :f- ·1 :... .~.:. : c ~ --- __ -.. :_·_ ::.. ···· : c.aJ.. 
refinement. I o.c:: :rJ. t o c- ~- ~ :·T· . .:~ ::..:.:.~:· ~.:..-r:c; .". : - : ,: c :~. 
don 1 t be a f::- ::-- :~ ·l c;' n ::.::1 <~. :- >:::: ·2 . 

You h c-P.- .. 2 .. £ :-- ~l. ... ~ ·_. ,) r.;::-~ .. : .:J ~_ - .,; c~' '::5"':: :_ -:,.· ..--, 
record. I 2 :'1 :•~-l . c-'~ :.J ~ - o crJ ,;.) >:~·.,: ; .. r · ~ "-·;·: 
Democratic r 3.·:'::/ h ( :..':! r~ ·.- ---::· c-.'.: .:;-:.<· ~- -: ·~ -.:< -::--.·.- , ~-· _ . .., 
with you of Ec:c i t:·:J r:; t~.~ ~ :;::. .':.J_J_::.c -~.::- ·: .: t, -~,~ -:: ~ :.~: . -~ ~:c;·::; 

and 

< , __ .... 

Let neb~ b r .·::::: c.1 c-5..:;:- ~_ ?~~,;_ · i ·. :-; -:.-c t:. C::' "l .-~ , - ~, .. --::. '~:---: ::.· r: -- :~.-.~J cJ.e.::-ify 
the is sue as I Y::' :e ;- :.-:-::1. i-~ .. 

I beca"""!.<2 j:1-'"- ... ~~!-···0 rJ. i ~). Ci-: .··L ~· ;<.·~·.:t:-; ] ~ \"'·-~ ~ lr~~::c ··· -; - ~ · :·.~ : ... : "' r -v -: 'to 0c~:::res s . 
My concernc; be~~~:~ :.:.~.! ~ ::._· :' :·_:_ J:, . .J~·! l.l -. ·:. ;,3 .._ .. ..: ·~ ;: -: ~.· :.0 1. l tz ·_ .~ .. · ~ · · c. :.:· ! J::i_-- .~:~ :1 ~ ~t .... ~ in 
a city in l'-1i.-:.::ss·:rf-a o 'IJ.J. :: 11 ~. ~ ~ --.. ) ::.::.~ o~' t;~i:-'. ~ .. / .-: -_: ·::.·_-. .. · -- .. ~·C:~~-\- .2~·-T r: ~'-:.\"'.: t: ::~ ~::_ .... .,4 "":Z"'.:'.S 
a young l c;.-vryer j ust Cl·::::.:l:,:.::·: t.c :l :tcc::1 ~ -·:-:.c 1;_,,_._~ -.. - .-- :::3-.. ·;-T c": : ·:.:. -- · · .-~ .:' (}~:>,, G.i:.:i \; .::.:::; 
helping rJ.e , 'i! it:1c·..:.1

• r; :: y , 1-: ~.1 c:1 I 1-:-J. S ~ ~ yo.:.· o.: l f ~ r_':" :; ~ ~,:: ,_ .- 1 ·.: ::.;_. · e: ~·.cJT~.c 
Freeman wrote t:1e :1:' 3 . ...- s t r·_,:::t.:c j_>o· ·."ll : ', J i_ C: '_? 10:------ :-:_ :~ :r-: l.cc .:-:: .~ c:-G..:: .:.:.""\ce t hat 
was ever writts .1 :· Yl t-~~ Unit c:l 3·t :.t. s .::- C'" A :, -:.: .: _o. .. \.':: -~~ ::::::~ rl i ·c. \·Tc rnde 
it a fact of 1 .. ~-r. 

Civil Ris:rt.s l:::. :; 
cratic party h~ ::; i·:c ' __ ~-:.' ; :.. :~ -:.- :; 

and the R:;:r:n.:.':lli.c:::: s > ='- ·; .::: ·u :::c
rights legiol J.ti cn . ~ 2 .1 ":ot 
plus issue in c;2 ~ -~:·.:: = ·,-:y' · :·s. 

-- ~ . :_ . .- } 

=~ ~ .. :~. -- 0 -.- -~ ~-.('"; ;' ~.-' ·:.-:·; t, c _~_-r· · - ' · :-: - ~_ ;: · ~ 
r; .:t ·1~ . .. ~:1 "'~ cc-: " =:P .. ~:' o -,·-)·:'·· - ~ · ;·~~ · ; .. ~ ~ --·.: ~-; 

~ ·::·~ t~l -lt 1.)~.~.--~; I ,-.. ~ ... C ~.-. __ · .. ~ .. ~.,.. ". ~ J~ ~ 

'?" ; De::~o-

J.f ·_:~ :;2.ntion, 
c.:.. ·. ·1 
:: ') il 

Civil Ri-l:~ s is r :1 iS!:· l.C~ c:: r:,s:: ::J. l"i. ~.y, :.·-~ ·, :-:.--~ ~: . .:.: .--: L: 'J c·_.J. t c ::-::- s to t he 
heart of the -v:~ole s ·:_.n -:_:';~ r; i !1 -~·:--.-:; i·;o:..-J.cl ·c J·.::.~,- ., :; :; is t > :; :. . : s' ~e 1:J:.; ·~~T3en 
the Communist a::::.d t~:. :: fr2~: :·.·.:·.'., J. · ~ in t~:J.e i c.::;·:.::: ~-: :.: . ~ " .: :-t t~J ::> -:e v~:o 'c elieve 
in coloniali :::J. n~d. i}1o.--e ~·~:~ o - clj .c-\-2 :l . .rJ. d s.~c :- 3..~..=. c3 ... . , J =~ in ~i'\.1 i r:s1: ..... c:f.' 
human dignity. c :.Y~. l ri ·):·C. ,::; tr::J.~:-.. :.; ce __ ,-_ .3 r.:: 1 .:- ·.1-"t. 1:' 2....1. :--:J . :~ -~i.c.:t]_ l'rrrcies . It 
goes to the co:c·e of C.C::'.lClCT J.tic ·:: :~')~·()1~ G.rl-:1 C""'!'"'~~~ ::CC' · 

Speaking for t~e D-:-:::cc: l-::. t::.c ? ::-.r y, I ;-::.y 1;:: r. ~.-.--, L•.o c·_·olce o.s n party 
worthy of the r cs}sct of t he ::-.:;t_;_on e:~c r-::Jt to co::-: 8 t o fj'.L::'3 :::.n our o~m 
community -vri t~ the i o::;u _ o":' h.'.·:.~:l d j_t,:lii.y. Ycu c.: - ·'2o :~ tc:c:.t j?ecgl_e in a 
society t hat is GU:J)OSci to b e uni ted---the L.'xi.tcd S~. -:r·~ cs c: I'c=::::- 7~'1.-- - as 
if some persor.s are diffe::..·en t t han ot:C.er s. You cccnJ:J.o+; h ::>.Y?! n fi!' .:t
class ci tizer..s':!:i.:p i'o::- co:·2e c ::-d cc'_c,-::d - cla. :. : ci t :i.;::;c: : ~. :~lj_IJ fc~~ o ... :~or ;:; . You 
cannot deny t l:.c r:.c::; · :'.. lt.:; cf ':-·:~·-- ·, r: ~ csn :i:~.y ;•_:: ·~- , ,., ,.-: .. . ·".: ~1- :[_- -: e r -:-:::_,l e. 
And so the De.:::.oc~- ~--::. :. ~ ::; -: :.- -' :.· - c::::-.--; t o gr:i.:;>s i~~-~ :1 ~-~1C : c. ::;.::. :.o 
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Tonight, in this Democratic Club, I want to praise my Republican 
associates who put ~JLr country above party. Because of this, our nation, 
ru1d we as elected representatives of the people without regard to party, were 
able to pass Civil Rights legislation which was long overdue. The Civil 
Rights legislation, just passed, will do more for this country at home and 
abroad in the days to come than any single act of this century--and don't 
you forget it. 

The Civil Rights issue illustrates that idealism is the best politics. 
The essence of politics is not power. Politics deals with power to be 
sure--but under the moral imperative to order it with justice. The essence 
of politics is to ask the continuing question: "What is right; what is just?" 
--and to find the answers a conscience can live with. This is the obliga
tion of a free society. 

In the main, the Democratic party has done well With this obligation. 
No political party can claim perfection. A political party, after all, 
is made up of people. We are many different people in America, with many 
different attitudes. America is a large country. There are many differ
ent cultural patterns, diverse social and economic interests, and many 
variant visions of what is good. The rich diversity of the American 
pluralism is its greatest strength really, but it sets a pace of movement 
in terms of what we can do together. 

I do not believe any section of this country can be condemned as 
being the only section that practices segregation. I do not believe any 
section of this country has a monopoly on justic e. In some places 
segregation and discrimination have been sanctioned by law. In others 
it has been enforced by habit and custom. Neither is good, and I shall 
be the first to admit that it will be harder to erase the custom of 
prejudice than it was to remove the inequity in the law. 

We have succeeded in establishing a framework in the law, within which 
we can put the burden where it belongs--on our hearts and .spirits--to work 
out the problems of human relations. The wounds of the law have been 
ended. The time of healing has only begun. 

It is n wonderful, wonderful feeling however, to know that this country 
has finolly reaffirmed the faith it declared in 1779. We have found again 
that doctrine of the unalienable r:Lghts granted to every man by his Creator-
the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. As we have 
found egain our own inner heart, we are entitled once again to a decent 
respect from the opinions of mankind. It will serve us well in the 
diffic~t days ahead. 

As for the legislative record of the Democratic Party in recent years, 
it should give a pardonable pride to any party. As a Democrat I am proud 
of it. 

Les;·s than ts. year ago, the newspapers were giving the 88th Gongress a 
bad time. The 88th they said, was a "do-nothing Congress." It was "para
lyzed." It was a "log-jam." 

Last September I was in New York and speaking about the 88th Congress. 
I ~t~d generously from the press. I quoted the condemnations of Congress 
as ''fumbling, bu.mh1.ing1 dropping the ball, failing to cOlii.e to grips with 
the iss~ s of our time." Then I revealed that my quotations w.ere from a 
report in the New York Times on the 63rd Congress--not the 88th. 

There never has been a time when there has not been criticism of the 
elected representatives in Congress of the American people. I suppose 
this is to be expected and somewhat desired. But, as I say when I am 
out in Minnesota on the hustings: "No matter how warm the hen, it takes 
21 days to hatch an egg." No matter how diligent the Congr~ss, how able the 
leadership, or how inept, it takes a cert~~ amount of time to process 
legislation. 

I ask my fellow Democrats and fellow citizens this year, however, to 
remember the 87th and 88th Congres.ses. Those are the Congresses that you 
must base your a~eal to the voters on--and believe me, you can do it with 
pleasure. The 87th Congress, first and second .sessions, was a remarkable 
Congress. The 88th will go down in history with manymer.it badges and 
many awards. Let me review the record: 

(MORE) 
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First of all, don't forget, my fellow Americans, where you were on 
January 19, 1961. You were not only in a snowstorm; you were not only in 
vlashington. You were in America, in an America that was in retreat. You 
were in a nation, if you please, that was beginning to lose its sense of 
dignity, power and majesty. You were in a nation where the economy was 
falling behind. The rate of unemployment was rising rapidly and the gold 
reserve was leaving the country. People tend to forget things like this. 

One day later, on January 20, 1961, a brave, brilliant, vital, 
intelligent young man, elected in a hard-fought campaign by a very close 
margin, stood before the American people and called them to action. It 
was no uncertain trumpet he sounded. It was a clear charge from the trumpet 
to go forth and get the country moving ·again. 

President Kennedy's challenge must still be vivid in our memories. 
"Ask not what your country can do for you," he said, "as~ what you can 
do for your country." Again he reminded: "If a free society cannot help 
the many who are poor, it cannot save the few who are rich." On what was 
to be a recurring theme of peace he noted "Let us never negotiate out of 
fear. Dut let us never fear to negotiate." He was electrifying. He 
gripped not only his fellow Americans--he found the ears of mankind around 
the world• 

Speaking of maw problems, he said simply "Let us begin." And we did 
begin. Your Congress and your Executive worked together from the begin
ning. We did not perform miracles, but we _did begin the job of governing. 
We started to rebuild our foreign policy. We began to strengthen our 
national .security. We started on domestic issues of many kinds, not the 
least being to improve the economy. 

It is no miracle or IIJ;Ystery why Mr. Khrushchev is more respectful of 
the United States of America today than he was, let us say, five years ago. 
Today he confronts a nation with superlative power. He knows that we 
have the will to use that power if necessary, the ~elf-confidence to re
strain it when it is not needed, and the wisdom to know the difference. 
He respects -a firmness that is not belligerent, and he does not mistake 
forbearance for weakness. 

Mr. Khrushchev knows also that he confronts a nation that is as 
strong economically as it is politically and militarily. And it is not 
any miracle that we have this strength because we planned to have it 
that way. We started out with one program after the other--housing, 
minimum wage, Social Security, agriculture, investment-tax credit. We 
did begin. 

The Democratic party has always included labor, minority groups, and 
various underprivileged in the consensus it has sought. We shall continue 
to do so, of course, as a party of all the people. Yet I want you to 
remember also that no political party in the history of America has ever 
been more responsible and more earnest about the American system of free 
enterprise, than has the Democratic Administration of Kennedy and Johnson. 
We have legislated tax-credits. We have given accelerated depreciation 
allowances. We have passed in this 88th Congress the greatest and largest 
tax reduction in the history of this republic. The purpose has been to free 
the productive p~ers of our private econ~ to achieve its potential in 
growth, and its power to service our people in jobs as well as goods and 
services. 

We can remember the 87th and 88th Congresses for higher education. 
Not since the time of Abraham Lincoln has there been enacted a broader pro
gram for education. We have not yet finished this task, but we have made 
a great and significant start. 

If the 88th will be known as the Education Congress, it will also be 
known as the Health Congress. This Congress launched for the first time 
by the government a frontal attack upon mental health and the problems 
of mental retardation. 

For passing Civil Rights legislation the 88th will be known as the 
Freedom Congress. 

(MORE) 
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. , :Tlie 88th Will also be· the Congress of Economic Opportunity for its 
p.rograws ; of _public works, areS: . redevelopment' tax credit' and tax 
reducti.on • . , .. 

. Tllese are the milestones ·\fe can take · to the American ·people. 

vl e .have 11.ad our heartaches in the past four yeal's 8.nd much to. grieve 
ab out." But what a test it was of our whole system of government and of 
our people _ on that bl:a.ck Friday of November 22_; 1963. l do not wish to 

:'dwell on .those· emotions. Suffice it to say that all of us, with millions 
· ··around the world, felt the pai.Q. of suffering and sorrow. ·nut America 

did not stop moving. And I suppose that just as John F~ Kennedy will 
always be remembered for say~ "Let us begin," ·that the words of ~don John
.son in- his address to Congress on the 27th of November will also be immor-

.. tal.. They were: · "Let us continue." 

I want to say to Democrats here . tonight that this commitment to con
.tinuity- is more th~ a: political ·commitment · to a man. Ours was a commit
ment t .o the ·Pl!itform we laid out in 1960. It was a commitment to continue 
.the Keru;1edy-John~on program developed in· concert· with the leaders of 
Congress. 

I have been a part of those discussions. I have heard the President 
·or the Unite~ States speak to his legislative lieutenants and to his Vice 
,; . ' . 
~esident. I have heard the Yiee.Bresiden~ Gf ·the ·Unltftd St&tea give his 
views ._to the President. I witnessed the · formation and development of the 

· program we call ·the Kennedy..;Johnsori Adm1nj stration program. .· I watched 
these two men develop it together and I · saw what went int.o it. 

President Johnson then was no stranger to the tasks that became his 
to administer. He came into it. as a working partner •. When he spoke of 
continuing·, he spoke of .that· to which he had given of hi's own thought, and 
work, ~d energy. And so we· did continue what .we had begun. We passed 
the : l~gi_slation 1n the· Congress. -That was "Let us cont·inue." ·· 

W~ can go to the American people with this re~ord. · I believe that thQ 
American ~ople will respond as the master of the house responded to those 
servants who used their talents well. In that great Parable of Jesus, 
you remember that each of the servants was .given talents to 'do with as he 
.wished. Sqm.e ·:were ' given more than others, and one . servant was given only 
one talent. -_After a period o-r time . the · master· called each s_ervant to 
account to -see what he 'had done·. All but one had invested or put to use 
h;is talents in various ways· and made them productive. The man with one 
talent had been fearful, however, that he might lose what he had, so he 
buried it to protect it. To those who had increased their holdings the 
master expre~sed pleasure and rewarded them with even mor.e. But with the 
man who buri_ed his talent, he was a:hgry, and took even what he had away· 
The master was not angry with the caution or prudence of the servant who 
buried his . talent. I do not even think he objected to the conservatism of 
wanting to save. I believe the master 1 s anger was over his servant's 
suspiciousness; his lack of initiative and desire to improve--and above 
all over his lack· of trust and faith · iri his fellow men and· in his employer. 

The Pemocre..tic :party has not buried its ta.J.ents. It has invested them 
for tlie welfare and im.prov_ement of the people it serves, and ·. I bellve the·. 
people will c0ntinue our stewardship. 

I want to emphasize tonight that just as President Johnson has put 
vision into a duty, he has· added human~ty to statistics. · Our record 
tonight is not emballned in economic indicators, in bits of information 
that the Gross National Product has soared.well over $600 billion, or the 
other charts that say we are indeed moving ahead. · 

President. Johnson's eye has faJ.len on the individual. who cannot be 
pictured on a graph. He ha·s noticed the persons who have fallen through 
'the cracks of .the affluent society, · the impoverished elderly lost on the 
back street, the nameless youth who can't get a job, the man whose skill 
has been made obsolete but who still has a family to support. Izyndon 
Johnson has noted. ·this with the eye of compassion. He has reminded us 

-
(MORE) 
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that to do something about it is ~art of o~ s~iritual doctrine, and there
fore must be ~art of our ~oli tical doctrine. · · ... 

In the midst then of unprecedented prosperity : the President has called 
attention to unfinished business. He is unconcerned ~bout what the 
Communists may t;nS.ke .of -it ·at . home.~. He has ~dentified .a flaw in om:t· sacial body 
and has aec1al'ad.:withwt qelificati'l:m ·that "We a.re .going .t-o deelar.e 11tar on 
poverty in America. 11 

It is not only the poverty of the purse, not only the . poverty of 
income, which must be conquered. It is the poverty of the . spirit, .the 
poverty of illiteracy, the poverty of sickness, the poverty of hopelessness, 
the poverty of frustration and the poverty of bitterness that must be 
vanquished. The Pres·ident has not asked for a token battle. He has 
demanded an all-out war. This is a new challenge to the American 
conscience. 

There is nothing new about poverty. The Scriptures record that "the 
poor ye have always with you." That was not noted as a counsel of compla., 
cency however, but rather as an urgency to help them. What is new about 
poverty today is that we· ·can do something about it. Therefore we must. 
We have the means to el:f.Diina:te :it. We are a people graced and blessed 
with the techhology, the science, the resources, and tbe inte~igence 
to,:' ·:.. give · opportunity for all above the level of privation. We 
can do no other than wage a war on poverty. We have a moral responsibility i 

I am delighted as a Democrat that I have been ~rivileged to enlist in 
this cause. We can win it ' and we ought to make it a great crusade. We 
ought never to rest one single day as a party or as +ndividuals until we 
have made sure that everyone in America has the opportunity to stand in 
economic inde~endence. 

In· the long run ·this means a maj·or investment in educat'ion in America, 
for here is the chief .source of the new wealth in America~ The develop
ment of brainpower plus character is the key to the Great Society. We 
must see to it that everyone in America ·has an ·opportunity for the best 
of edu9ation to the limits of his ability. The most serious deficit 
this nation fa:ce.s · is in education. It is not the b'!ldget deficit 
that hurts us. It is the intellectual deficit· that is allowing people to 

·fall behind in the economic struggle and wh:i:ch is putting brakes on our 
power to create new wealth. We must invest money · to make money. We must 
pour much more of our substance into education~ · .This is not .waste. This 
is not . ~ven spending. This is genuine investmefl.t--this is finding talent 

:and pu~~~ng it to work to increase many times over • . This party of ours 
ought tQ ·champion -the cause of enlightenment and, hav~ no fears of these 

.who .talk about · it · as waste~ .. . , . . . . . ;~ .. ~ ' , .. ' .. 

And we can win the ~truggle to help our elderly people •· This society 
has been generous with'' youth. It provides much for those in the full
bloom of life. Surely we can, and surely we will provide for those in the 
twilight of life. Therefore, we can pass Medicare, we can pass hospital 
and nursing-home care ·.- We have an obligation and responsibility here too. 
Old age should be lived in serenity and dignity. The young who do not 
res~ect age, will come to hate their own future. 

Towering over all our ·other concerns of course, in this latter half 
of the 20th century, is the concern for peace. Since the close of World 
War II the world seemed to be on a slow but steady collision course with 
disaster. The accelerated race for thermonuclear weapons pinned us on a 
pervasive anxiety. Yet since 1960 there have been great movements toward 
~eace. 1be world is . not yet safe, and ~eace is not secure, but we have 
a new lease on hope, and a new reason to believe that we can take the 
first steps in a new direction away tram war. 

We began to sense it in President Kennedy's address at American 
University on June 10, 1963. The point that "peace is a process" was made 
simply, but eloquently clear. The truth that"war is not inevitable" was 
given a new conviction and determination. This address will surely be one 
of the great state papers of all time. If Democrats, Americans, Republicans 
will study it, we shall be less impatient, we will be more understanding, 
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and we shall have a new determination to heed the President's words when 
he said "we must persevere" in the cause of peace. 

In these last four years we have had striking evidence of that 
perseverence for peace from at least four apostles of peace who gave 
their lives for it. 

Dag HammarskJold gave his life for peace in a very real sense • He 
died in the Congo while seeking the answers, relentlessly pursuing the 
formula for peace in that part of the world. Indeed the quest for peace 
had come to dominate his every concern as Secretary General of the United 
Nations. 

In these years too we lost that great lady, Eleanor Roosevelt, and we 
realized that she too had given her life for peace. She has been in this 
club many times. She inspired us so frequently. I never knew her to 
speak unkindly 0f ahyone. She died as she lived, in lifelong dedication to 
the cause of peace. 

We have just lived through a time aiso when a peasant who vas a 
parish priest rose to became the chief prince ·of his Church, and gave his 
life for peace. Pope John XXIII will be ·remembered as will few in our time, 
or any time. His great Easter "gift1' as he called it--Pacem in Terris--
is one of the most moving and magnific~t documents for peace-and justice 
that has been given to mankind. Again the overtones of this message 
soared beyond its content. He addressed "all men of good will." His 
astounding faith that thet~were such, everywhere, penetrated both the 
disillusioned of spirit and the hArd of heart. He addressed the natural 
reason of men, even behind the Iron Curtain. Perhaps no one on our time 
got closer to the heart of humanity than did Pope John. 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy gave his life for peace--for peace at home 
and abroad. He fell indeed the victim of a tormented mind. 

Even more, he was the victim of a 
tormented society, a society that has been infected with hate, bitterness, 
and extremism. His was indeed a sacrifice for peace at home. But a world 
shared our grief because they believed his cause encompassed theirs. 

I could give other evidences of change in the world, of movements in 
foreign policy and in the actions of nations, which would also suggest that 
this still untidy and restive world is wrenching itself away from the path 
of war. But what I say to my fellow Democrats is this: That because we 
~·~ve had such a close association with all of these great personalities and 
wi~~ all of the policies and programs I have mentioned, we cannot approach 
the """''I'TJT>a:t.an of 1964 as if it were just o.no.w-.,. ... P1P.r.t1.on. It is not, in. 
~y sen~e. atrery electj.on in .America is inJPOrtant, but P.1. ... -•~- aCf/1 
~n Amer~ca are vital. ~n~ ae~ermine not only the future of this 
Republic. ·They hold in balance the :it1'bc of the world. Once again then I 
make the appeal with which I began. I appeal to the Democratic Party to 
take the high road of principle and ideals of vision and courage. 

The American people want to be better; they want to believe; th.ey 
want to be good; they want to have faith; they want to have ideals. .Alo'D'<> 
all they want political leaders and a political party that ~cB ~hem 
understand the importance of those ideals. Therefore_. whether you are a 
precinct worker, a Congressman, a Senator, an officer in this Club, a member 
of the Democratic National Committee, or just a plain citizen--whatever you 
are--you have a responsibility in this campaign. We must be worthy in 
our conduct of the memory of John F. Kennedy. We have an obligation to 
carry forward· the declaration of faith and the program of this party of 
Lyndon Johnson. We have the obliga~ion to prove that we are worthy of the 
faith and trust of the .American people as . a party that is responsible, 
constructive, progressive and idealistic. In the words of John Wesley's 
great hyl!lil "We have a charge to keep." 

That is why I came to you tonight~ to urge you to be worthy of it. 

Thank you. 

1/H 
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sure that whoever said, "It 1 s a man 1 s world" M 
g never ran for public office. There are more women 

than men in the United States today. Women contnol 
""----- ---

more money than men. They are healthier and they live 

longer. 

Women run our homes, plan the menus, and raise 

the children. And the women like to let the men think 

they are taking care of the big decisions - like war 
'< 

and peace, taxes, foreign aid, education and civil 

rights. --------
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You know far better than I that the ~women really 

run our political campaigns and keep our political 

machinery going. For example, it 1 s connnon lmowledge 

in Washington that if you want to find anything out, 

or you want to get anything done - you get in to~c. 

~~~ 

I need not remind you that this is an election 

year. And before we plunge into the battle, I think 

it's appropriate that we stop for a moment and take 

stock of our party. )/hat do we stand for? Where are 

we going? Do we deserve to remain lin power? 

-
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Our President has a phrase that appeals to me. 

He talks about "The Great Society." Lyndon Johnson 
~ 

and his Administration are looking forward to the 

Achievement of "The Great Society'! 

The issue in November will be clear. The 

Republican Party has proclaimed its yeaPning for the 

simplicity of the past. They would cope with the 

issues of the 1960 1 s by retreating into the 19th 

Century. Their goal is the lost Horizon. - ~ ~ 
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Now, I don't scoff at nostal ia in its proper 

place. Some of you may have seen the television 

show about my childhood in South Dakota. I had a 

wonderful time reminiscing, but nostalgia is not an 

--------------~--------

acceptable issue for the Campaign of 1964. Retreat 

into the past does not solve the problems that confront 

us today. 

~The Democratic Party is not afraid to look into 

the future and work for the full development of each 
- ------------··· --

man's potential and the creation of the Great Society. 
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The Great Society no doubt means something a little 

different to each of us. But I believe we can all 
-- -- . - ·-· - ---

agree ,on the indispensable elements of the Great 

Society. ~ ~G__ 

/ First, we mean a society where al~ ~ free 

h w/.t-&- ' - _}J_ 
and/lecpa:l~ I.<J-rt_ ~ "+---rL_ /J _ , 

Second, we aim for a society of abundance for 

all - both economic and cultural. 
~ --

Third, we seek a world where freedom and abundance ......--~ 

may flourish in peace. 

~ 
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We have come a::.long way down this road, but there 

still is much to be done. The Civil Rights bill 

stands as a guarantee to each American of his right 

to vote, equal opportunity to compete for a job and 

equal opportunity for education. 

Eut merely stating something doesn't make it so. 

~We will require full compliance with the law throughout 

the land. We are dedicated to the task of seeing 

-
that the same national consensus that produced this 

law will get behind the observance of it. 

~was asked here tonight to give you ~ 
Ctisella Hrt'beF ee:lled a 11 legislati ve roundup. 11 This is 

a subject I like to talk about because it gives me 

a chance to set the record straight. 
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You ~member the rash or gloom and doom articles 

about Congress not so long ago. The 88th Congress was 

being branded as the Do-Nothing Congress - and the 

most serious menace to America since Typhoid Mary. 

~ There was hardly a political pundit worthy of the 

who didn't have some harsh words for Congress. Almost 

overnight, criticism of Congress became America's 

favorite parlor game, and the more advanced players 

f5'JChiiJ-ho~ 
were ready to give a deep~•ac~Sie analysis _with 

;:::::::::::> 

or without the benefit of a couch. 

~It was all pretty heady stuff for the critics,....-

but they were wrong because they were too impatient 

to wait ror all the votes to be counted. 
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Now, we've gone far enough down the road to realize 

that the "Can-Do" 88th Congress will he hailed as one 

of the greatest in the history of the United States. 

By the time we adjourn for ~the 1964 campaign we 

will have enacted more major legislation than any 

Congress since New Deal days. 

Heading that list, of course, is the historic 

civil rights bill that is awaiting final passage in 

the House. This is the most significant piece of social 

legislation Congress has had before it in this century, 

Passage of the civil rights bill alone will entitle 

the 88th Congress to a secure place in histog as th~ 
. .........., ' 

Freedom Congress. I 
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But the 11 Can-Do11 Congress also will be lmown as 

the Congress that did more for education than any 

);~ 
other Congress in this century A as the Congress . that 

------ -
did more for mental health and mental retardation ~ U 
than a:rry other Congres~ Congress that enacted 

the largest tax cut in hlsto¥ the Congress that 

ratified the test ban treaty. 

We are going to add to that record by carrying 

out President Johnson's plans for the all-out War 
~ 

on Poverty and by starting a program of hospital and 

nursing care for the elderly. 

This is 
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We Democrats have a proud record to take to the 

American people this fall. The record of the Kennedy-

Johnson Administration is one of the greatest records 

of accomplishment ever made by a political party in 

just four years. 

We've done so much, many people tend to forget 

many of our accomplishments, but in addition to the 

civil rights bill, I'd like to cite a few: 

---The largest tax cut in history - a $12 billion 

reduction that is the most significant economic legislation 

since the Employment Act of 1946. 

------
---The most far-reaching Trade Expansion Act since l (~ 

the Reciprocal Trade program of Cordell Hull. 

---Establishment of the Peace Corps - a stirring 

example of the humanitarian and idealistic character 

of the American people. 
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---The Alliance for Progress - tbe most significant~ 
economic and social program in American foreign policy 

since the Marshall Plan. 

---The most comprehensive program of aid to 

higher education any free nation in the world has 

ever lmown. A huge expansibn of aid to vocational and 
L:_ ' 

technical education and aid to medical schools, schools 

of pharmacy, schools of nursing and other professional 

schools. 

---The greatest advance in the field of mental ~ 

health and the first major attack on mental retardation /4~. 
by any country in the history of the world. 

Know this record. :Be proud of it. This just 

didn't happen. It was worked on. It was planned. It 

had to be legislated. And it had to be executed and 

administered. And we did it. 
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This rine record was started by our late beloved 

President John F. Kennedy. Now it is being carried 

forward by another great President, Lyndon ~. Johnson. 

Our job this year is to see to it that President Johnson 

is given the tools to continue that task. 

And just as the central theme of his administration 

is "Let Us Continue, 11 let those three words be our 

pledge and our watchword this fall. 

#II# 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


