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Sen . H bert H. umphrey 
Nationa Junior Champion Tr ack & F eld Meet 
St . Pa 1 , Hinn. 
A {" o 8, 1964 
Statement Officially pening !vleet 

~ 
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It is a pleas re to have this opportunit to 

open the Nat onal Junior hampion Track and F eld Meet 

and to Jelcome some of the nation ' s finest youn 

competitors to my home state . I also am deli ,hted t 

have an op ortuni ty to s 8 a fe vords to a gro p f youngo 

people • • • and to o ho are coaches or Ja, cees or 

p rents or are interested n an ~Jay in the elfare of our 

younQ' people . 

I o ld like to take this opportunity to conrrrat late 

these o G athletes on their illin~ness to strive for 

excellence . These oun1?; competi to rs , and all yonn"" people , 

should be encour ~ed to reach-- then to maintain t emselve s--at 

the highest level of physical proficiency they C'1n attain . 
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Stressin~ physical f tness means that 1e n ed more 

than fine varsity athletes . More important e need to have 

a ~hole yo th populat i on 1-vhich enjoys physical ach evement 

in ind vidual and group sports . 

The joy of achievement , of crack n one ' s o former 

record, the thrill o~ inning fairl and squarely, or if 

losin ry , to do so w th honor and no regrets . That is what 

v e "t·Jant and need . fe need a Nat on that s to h , b t in 

the finest sense of that word . o gh--not in the sense of 

cr1 elt or cal lousness --but tough in that we do not cringe 

before test , challen e or adversity . 

Pres dent Johnson has expressed a ke en .nterest in 

the lon~-range aspects of sports and phys cal fitness . ~e 

wants the best possible American participation in 

international athletics . He is enthusiastic about the 

tradition of vi orous sports competit on so ell advanced b, 

the 1 te Pres ident John P . Kenned . • 
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I have b een happy to be i denti fied ith this national 

effout to encour ~e ph s cal f itn ess ••• I hope all 

of yo share our hope that physi c a l fitness can be a ccepted 

qs one of our nati nal g oals . . . and that Ne c an all o rk 

to ether ~o a chieve it . Than]{ : ou. 

### 

(To be telephoned to Radi o '~ tat · on KD -!A , Hastings , Hinn., 
where it 1ill be taped for seat the ne et) . 
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Bob: 

Several days ago you got a message long distance from a 
Patrick H ogan, St. Paul Junior Chamber of Commerce 
in rea telegram or a tape recording from the Senator 
to 400 young boys (ages 13-15) from 30 states meeting 
for the National Junior Champ Track and Field Meet . 
He wanted the message to be so worded that the Senator 
would be declaring the Meet offia ic:Uy open. 

The affairs is sponsored by the United States Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The opening ceremonies will take place in St. Paul on 
Saturday morning but M r . H og an would like the message 
today (Thursday) s i nce he is taping all of the material 
for re - broadcast at the time of opening. 

The message c an be sent to him in care of Radio Station 
KDWA, Hastings , M innesota. 

H called agai n at 12: 30 today. I made the usual remarks 
of pressing business and delay . 

Thelma 
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