
Remarks of Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 
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. . ... 

Sera tor Humphrey: Thank you, thank you very much. 

Ladies and gentleme~, thank you very much. 

. ·- ... - - . ---

Ladies and gentlemen, I want to thank y.:m, first of all, for a very enthusiastic 
welcome . I was tryine to say to my good, prudent, frUGal, enlightened friend, 
Hewlett Smith, that sometimes we almost forget how much that television time 
costs. But we surely want to thank you for a warm welcome. 

fllld I an simply deliehted to be here back in Charles ton, \vest Virginia, a 
wonderful city, more beautiful than when I saw it the last time, more prosperous 
than when I was here four years ~o. 

,'\nd I miGht add, I am sure that it will be as good or nnre Democratic than 
it was four years ~o. 

It is so good to see my colleague in the Senate, Jennings Randolph, who is 
a lcnarkably able, gifted, hardworking United States Senator. Jmd I want to say, 
Jennings, thatyour colleague and my friend, Senator Robert By:rd, called me while 
I was in my home State in Minnesota, to let me know that he could not be 'nth us 
here tonight. But I come here to his State of West Virginia, knowine that he is 
a candidate forre-election, and I say to you that you have a good Senator, and 
he is one that deserves your support, and I urge upon you that you send Robert 
Byrd back to the United States Senate. 

i\lld, Governor Barron, it is good to see you, and Mrs. Barron, to meet again in 
the presence of good friends, happy neighbors. And above a~ it is good to see my 
colleagues from Congress. They have been introduced from thisptatform, and each and 
every one of them has been a faithful public servant for the common eood of this 
great Commonwealth, this wonderful area, so beautiful and so much moving forward 
to a better aim here in West Virginia. I want to say that I am particularly proud 
to be back in this eountryside, because I sense a spirit here that tells good 
tidines. There is GOOd news tonieht, real good news. imd th~t eood news tonight 
is news that even the temporary spokesman of me Republican Party knows -- namely, 
that President Lyndon Johnson will be re-elected to the office of President . 

.'nd there is some other good news. It1.s the good news that here in the 
State of \-lest Virginia, this honorable State, where mountaineers will always be 
free, and where a people of this ereat State appreciate the importance of 
cooperation with Government. That good news is that one of the finest men that 
this State has ever produced, one of the finest individual r~ personal1y, and one 
of the most talented men in public service will be elected just as surely as 1·Te 

are gathered in this hall tonight, will be elected the next Governor of this State, 
Hewlett Smith. 

I have known Hewlett Smith and his lovely wife, family, for some time. 1\nd 
let me say riGht now that this man has been a public servant or has been working 
for the people of this State, both in private and public life all of his life. 
Every younG businessman in the State of \-lest Virginia knm-ts of Hewlett Smith, and 
everyone knows that this man is their leader, every workingman in this State 
knows of Hewlett Smith, and every workingman in this State knows that Hevrlett 
Smith, Democrat, Hewlett Smith, proGressive, forwa~lookinG, 'rrll be a friend 
of /llilerican business, of 'Hes t VirGinia business , and /1111erican labor, and Hes t 
Virginia labor. 

Yes, I have been inhis home. .'\nd nothing could be more pleasine to President 
Johnson, nothine could be more gratifyinG to his friend, Hubert Humphrey, 
than that the people of \Vest VirGinia would take this man to their hearts, and 
that they would give him a vote of confidence, so that Hest VirGinia may have 
progressive, enliGhtened, forward-looking leadership for the next four years. 
And I am sure you are GOing to dojust that. 
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I see some signs around here that tell me of times that I traveled from 
county to county, and I -want you to know hm-1 happy those signs make me feel. 
I want you to know that Muriel Humphrey, roy Muriel, Mrs . Humphrey, and Hubert 
Humphrey -- in fact, Hubert Horatio Humphrey -- that Muriel and Hubert will never, 
never forget the wonderful, wonderful friendships that we have in this beautiful 
State · , and of the aays and the weeks that we spent here. /rnd may I say that 
while some people may look back upon that experience, if they are close friends 
of mine, sayinc, "Oh, it was too bad for Hubert," let me tell you it m ght have 
t~en too bad for Hubert, but it was good for ;~erica, because we cot a great 
President. 

I think it is fair to say that John Fitzgerald Kennedy went on to be 
President of the United States because of your votes in West Vircinia. /rnd you made 
the richt decision. 

I was pri vileced for those ItOnths and weeks afterwards to \-Tork with him, 
for 1,000 days, of some of the most dramatic, some of the most moving and sifted 

leadership that this country has ever experienced. So I thank you, I thank the 
pecpl.e of Hest Virsinia for what you did for .:unerica by seE.il:g to it that John 
Kennedy became President of the United States. 

MY friends, when we were here in 1960, we were talkinG to you about your 
problems. No\-T, I can some back and talk to you, not about your problems alone, 
but about your procress, and how much better that is. 

Four years ago the Kennedy-Johnson Administration started. Four years, almost 
four years aco, about three years aco and nine months ago, President Ker.n2dy said 
to you, "Let us becin." /rnd the becinning started richt here, in Hest VirGinia 
because it was in Hest Vireinia that the very first touch of John Kennedy was to 
be felt. It was richt here where the first procrams ,.,ere launched. f,nd for four 
years the Kennedy-Johnson .. \dministra tion has been givinc sood, cood reliable 
leadership and constructive programs to your creat State. 

Unemployment is down from whati t was. While it is still too hich, the 
uirectionis right. The trend is down. 

Income, personal income in this State is up $100 million, Governor, 1\nd, 
Senator, and Hewlett, up $100 million, in less than four years. ..\nd the trend is 
up. 

The most impor iant thing of all is the morale, the spirit of the people of 
\-lest Vircinia is up. And morale is nothine more or less than the expression 
of self confidence, and of optimism on the part of the people. 

Oh, you have done well. But you haven't even started. Because we are going 
to do much better. A d with the election of LYndon Johnson as President for 
four more years, ives¥ Virginia will move ahead at an ever-increasinG pace·· of 

p regress. 

But let me be very frank with you -- if you are soinc to do that, you are 
coinc to have to have a cooperative team. We cannot move West Virginia forward 
with just Hashincton. You are goinG to need an administration herein your 
State that is a part of a ereat cooperative endeavor. You are goinc to need not 
only Lyndon Johnson in the l·lhi te House, butyou are so inc to need Hewlett Smith 
in the State House. 

Lyndon Johnson, PresidentLyndon Johnson told me to tell you that he is 
coin13 to need Hewlett Smith as Governor of this Great State, and I am going to 
ue able to tell him when Ireturn, am I not, that you are GOinG to see to it 
that Hewlett Smith is Governor of this State. 
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Now, let me talk to you about the leader of the Goldwater party. I clidn' t 
say the Republican Party, because they scrapred thatout at San Francisco at the 
Cow Fo.lace. 

Now, you kno1-11 GOP used to stand for Grand Old Party . Novr it means Goldwater, 
our problem. 

I speak of our Republic an friends with respect. I don' "tYrant to saddle them 
~th Mr. Goldwater. I prefer to speak of the Goldwater Party. 

iffid I ask you what has he been doinG for West Virginia, and what has his 
associates been doing for West Virginia? Jffid make no mistru(e about it. The candidate 
on the Republican ticket in this State is sleeping in the same bed as ~rr . Goldwater. 

What has the Senator from ..':.rizona ever clone for you? He has been in the Senate 
with Jennincs Randolph ancl Hubert Humphrey, Bob Byrd.. He has been in the Congress. 
He hasn't sponsored. a single piece of legislation to create one single job, not 
one, or to brine one new industry to \vest Virginia. But he hasn't been idle, 
I want you to knov that. I think we oucht to be fair al:out it. />.sa matter of fact, 
he has been mighty busy. 

There are two kincls of busyness . You can either be a constructor or a lvrecker. 
You have to be busy either way. You have to be busy to build a building, you have 
to be busy to destroy one . .\nd I ~oran~ to say that the Senator from /trizona has 
been a mighty busy fellow. He has fought against every single constructive program. 
He has been on the job. Every single constructive proposal of the Kennedy-
Johnson Administration - to extend opportunity to the .\merj_can people. 

rl e has opposed the /\.rea Redevelopment legislation. He opposed. the 
voGational educational legislation. He opposed the tax cut of 1964. That me8nt 

millions of dollars to the people of the State. 

He opposed Manpower Training and Redevelopment. He opposed. the anti -_pcverty 
bill . He opposed the economic opportunity act. He opposed. the stand-by public 
~rks bill, that has been used. in this State, sponsored by your Senator, to brine 
you thousands of jobs ancl to help many communities. He opposed conservation 

measures. He opposed medical care fGr the elderly -- medical care even as a grant under 
the Kerr-Mills bill, and medical care hospital care under Social Security. He 
opposed increasing the minimum wage. He opposed the Food Stamp Plan. 

Listen, he has opposed everything. He even came out against Dadcly in Ne1-1 York 
last night. 

Imagine the gall of this Senator to come to Charleston recently and announce 
his opposition to every one of these progressive proc;mms that has meant somethinc 
to this State. And he clid . He stood right here, I believe, in this same auditorium, 
and he told the people of this State that he opposed all ~hese measures, as if 
you were supposed to enjoy it. He suc;gested that by telling you this, he demon-
strated the depth of his courage and his convictions. I say he demonstr ~eel the 
de1th of his callousness and his indifference. 

Let me ask this question: Is it courage to refuse to help an unemployed 
father? Is it courage to deny a worker that has been displaced by automation 
a chance for a job by retraining and vocational education? Does it take courac;e 
to deny a State the chance to build needed public improvements and to put the 
unemployed back to work? Is it courage to vote against aiel to education, so that 
our younc; people can go to college? Is it courage to oppose a much needed. tax 
cut for people that are trying to make a better life? 

I ask you,is it courac;e to ·vote against hospital insurance for the elderly? 

I think not. This is not courage. This is the doctrine of selfish irresponsi
bility, a doctrine of uninformed by history, a doctrine that is uncontrolled by 
reason, and a doctrine that is untempered by charity. This is not courage. 
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MY fellow /mericans , that is plain obstruction, plain reaction,just plain 
asainst the American people. 

But I notice tonisht in your wonderful ne\o~spaper that there is a story that 
says, "Barry sees LBJ heading nation to socialistic ruin . " What a lot of tommyrct 
and bunk that is . 

Henry Ford endorses Mr. Johnson . When the Saturday Evening Post endorses 
President Johnson. When Life and Time Magazine and the Nevl York Herald Tribune, 
and the Nevr York Times, and your own paper, vlhen the leadins industrialists 
and bankers of America, and the trade unions of !~erica endorse President Johnson . 
fnd Barry Goldwater calls it socialism! 

I want to say my friends that any man that doesn't knovr any better than 
that is not qualified to be President of the United States . 

The truth is that Senator Goldwater is neither a Republican nor a Democrat . 
The truth is he is not a conservative. The truth is he is a radical. He is a 
radical in the true sense of the word . 

Hhy do I say that? Because he seeks to destroy social and economic achieve
ments that 1.-1e foueht for for 30 years . He repudiates a bipartisan fore i Gn policy 
that has been built up carefully over a Generation . He distorts the past . He 
misrepresents the present. •".nd he misunderstands the future . f.nd, ladies and 
sentlemen, that is the definition of a radical, and 1\merica doesn 't like radicals 
of the left or the right, and Junerica is not GOing to vote for Barry Gold\olater 
f or President of the United States. 

This man accepts the support of irresponsible and radical extremist Groups , 
and he drives mvay from himself loyal members of his own party . f.nd, as I said, 
the overwhelming majority of our people \o~ill repudiate this kind of action. 

President Johnson knmrs that the American people need opportunities, that 
they \<Iantto build a better life, and he knovrs that the funerican people have the 
energy, the initiative, and the resourcefulness and the hope it takes to build that 
life . 

Our President doesn 't cast doubt and suspicion. Our President doesn't 
indulge in smear and innuendo . Our President seeks to inspire, to educate, to lead, 
to unite us . And that is the kind of a man we ought to have as President of the 
United States . 

Finally, may I say that President Lyndon Johnson knows another thing that needs 
to be known by every citizen, by every ~ublic official -- a world of opportunity, 
a world of better living, and a better America requires a world at peace . 
And I ask you to remember this -- that the Presiient of the United States, Lyndon 
Johnson, knows that it takes courage to be a peacemaker . 

I ask you to ~emember that only the stronG can be the peacemakers . I ask you 
to remember that only the just are the peacemakers . And those who rattle the 
saber, those who talk about belliserence, and those who talk as if somehow or 
other they deserve notice of the "'orl d -- they are not the strons, they are the 
weak. They are the very ones who have neither the strength of themselves or 
of others to perform the duties of public service . 

Peace, therefore, is a world -vrhere no nation fears another, and no nation 
can afford another to follow on its command as our President said -- "Peace is where 
we build a better world . " and President Johnson is a man of peace, and he is 
a man who pursues his duties as Commander in Chief of ihe most po-werful nation in 
the world, with restraint,and with reason, and with responsibility. 
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Let me say to every mother and father in this room toni~ht, that every other 
issue fades into insignificance, sc.ve this issue or·our national security and 
peace . 

There will be no better 1\rnerica if it is destroyed by 1.;ar. There will be no 
jobs, there will be no educationif we become involved in nuclear war . And what 
ilmerica needs in the next four years, because faithful decisions <Till be rrade in 
those four years, is a President who can 1-1ork with the rest of the nations of the 
world in the pursuit of peace . 

vle need a man ~~ho understands the <rorld, 1vho realizes that our po1ver is not 
for conquest, but that our power is for peace, who realizes that our wealth is 
not for luxury, but rather is for the s trenGth to GiYe us to pursue the peace. 
We need a President, if you please, Hho understands the terrible burdens of the 
office of the Presidency, 1vho ~enses that there is a new day and a different day 
on that very day that the first nuclear weapon 1vas perfected. 1\.nd 1ve need a 
President who can use this power with restr ant and with reason, so that no nation 
may fear f~erica in terms of any impulsive act, but that all nations may respect 
~\merica for the ideals and for the purposes that she stands. 

I submit to this <ronderful auc':t ence here toniGht that you folks in West 
Virginia, as people in Minnesota, as I smv them in HisconsinJast night, have an 
overriding responsiblli:y .on November 3 to select the man that you can trust . Once 
you have elected a President, you ca~not repeal it. Once that you put him in 
office for four years, there is no turninG back. Once you have given him your 
vote, you cannot iake it back. And, therefore, the decision that you make on 
November 3 1nll be the decision of your life, the decision of the life of your 
children. It <Till be the decision to determine your future. It will be the decision 
to determine 1vhat kind of a world we are GOing to live in. Because if this is to 
be a better world, \·le will make it that 1·l8y. Jl.nd if this is tote a world that 
>Till be lost and destroyed by accident or miscalculation or premeditation, it will 
be because we failed in our leac1ership. I,nd my fellov filllericans, I have yet to hear 
one \·lord from the Senator from ,'\rizona that indicates that he has the vision to lead 
this Nation. And the Scriptures tell us that a natiom1ithout vision shall perish. 

I have yet to hear one utterance from the Senator from hrizona that indicates 
that he understands the problems of humanity at horre and abroad. 

This man would seek to repeal 30 years of proe;ress. This man Hould indeed 
substitute force for negotiation and diplomacy. And that kind of a man is too 
dangerous for these days. ~ man that can repudiate the Peace Corps, a man that 
can repudiate Food for Peace for the hungry, a man that can vote against the 
f~ms Control ;~ency,a man that can .vote against the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, a 
man that can vote a~ainst the !llliance for Progress, a man who can say w·e ought 
not to negotiate, that man has proven himself by his vote and his words to be 
unworthy of the Presidency of the United States. 

So I come back to West Virginia, this time in What I hope and honestly 
think will be a mission of success and of victory . 

You,my dear friends, have received much, and now it is time to repay. We 
1\rnericans have received much. No people so blessed, no people so privileged, 
no people anywhere so free, no nation ever so strong . 1\nd because these are 
our blessings, we have the responsibility to see that at home in 1\rnerica there is 
opportunity for everyone, regardless of race, color or creed, or economic station, 
or section of the country. He have the n:oral oblic;ation to see to it that the young 
of this land have an opportunity and an opportunityi:hat is assurec1 them through the 
best education that we can possibly provide. We have the moral responsibility to 
see to it that our elderly,who have given a full lifetime of service, may live 
out their remaininG years in dignity and in security, and not in humiliation 
and in poverty . 
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1\nd, my friends, I "'ant to repeat from this platform v1hat I have said across 
.\merica -- that to me concern about the v1eak, or to be compassionate for the needy, 
is not weakness. To be concerned about the afflicted and. those who are the 
unfortunate is not socialism. I say to this GOOd audience of GOOd Americans 
compassion and concern for the needy is the hiGhest form of J\mericanism, and we 
know it. 

Beware of these false prophets. Beware of these folks that have no concern 
for you . Because if they have no concern for you, for then whom shall they have 
concern? Be·Hare of theman who tries to make this GOVernment look as your enemy. 
Bev1are of those ivho have no understandinG of the econmic and social needs of 
a rapiclly chansins fllller ica. If you v1ant thi s 13reat State of Hest Virc;inia to 
realize j t .3 potential, if you want this State to have industry and jobs and 
universities and opportunity for the younc;Jand recreation, and culture, if you want 
these thines, my friends , 1·1ork vlith those who believe in those thinGs. Hork with 
those vrho believe in those thinGS. 

You have on this platform toniGht thae men and those women, and you have 
in the Hhi te House toniGht a President v1ho follows in the footsteps of the man that 

relected him as Vice President . I re~ind this audience that the Kennedy-Johnson 
,·.dministration is noiv up for its test vote. The question before America is, do 
you approve of what 1-1e have accomplished thus far? If you c1.o , then ypu vote for 
President Johnson. 

If you v1ish to see your .America c;o even further forw·ard in the paths of 
economic and social progress -- if you do, you vote for President Johnson and 
Hewlett Smith. 

Now, let me ask to stand here alongside of me toniGht those good people, 
IU1:1ic servants;_ that believe in proc;ress, that believe in the future of ilmerica, 
that have faith in the people of .America, and those men and \\Omen around this 
platform -- and I ask my friend and your friend, the next Governor of the State 

af '\-lest Virginia, to stand by my side, and I ask Sem tor Jennincs Randolph to 
stand uy nw side, and I ask Governor Barron to stand by my side. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, this is· your team . 

• 





Charleston, West Virginia 

LFour years ago I ;:.m:. :· C~a.~!':.!!on. In 1960, I 

spoke with you frankly about some of the problems facing 

?t••,."' \'Jest Virginia. In 1964, I can talk abou~ progress. 

L.The four years of the Kennedy-Johnson Administration 
--~...,.,.. 

inrl''a?Jtnoten and 'ho iQQI¥911 ' 1. I 'Cdii '""' ' awn 

have been good years for West Virginia. I I 
._ I 

~Unem~yment is down f J&~~~--~~ .. .-0' . -- \'lh i le .2:-
is still much too high, the trend is in the right direction--

-downward. 

" Persona 1 income is ; $100 million per year. Tb is , 

too, is not enough, but the trend is in the right direction--

up\-.ar d. 

~lost important of all, morale is up.~lo;!!e is an 

expression of the self-confidence of a people in themselves ...... 
and in their leaders. In the past four years, the people 

of West Virginia have given new meaning to the motto of 

West Virginia -- "Mountaineers will always be free." 
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~ And with the election of Lyndon Johnson and Hulett 

Smith , West Virginia will continue to move forward for the 

next four years. 

L.Tbe people of West Virginia have a golden opportunity . 
to insure this continued progress -- but one factor is 

~~··'·,}--essential -- Lyndon Johnson needs a loyal Democratic adminis-

tration in :arleston, ~U +-~ Ht. I - -... ~Lyndon Johnson needs Hulett Smith as governor of this 

great state. 

~ 
~f'.tJ"J What has the leader of the Goldwater Party been doing 

while West Virginia has been moving forward? 

{J)JJI.) ~e hasn't sponsored any legislation to create jobs or 

. , 

attract new industry for West Virginia -- or any other state. 4t he 

<~has 
hasn't been completely idle. 

-fought 

the Kennedy-Johnson Administration to extend equality of 

opportunity to all Americans in every section of the country. -
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opposed the area redevelopment legislation. 

opposed the vocational educational amendments. 

opposed the tax cut of 1964. 

opposed the manpo\~er development and trainilg act. 

opposed the oppo tunity act. 
{¥¥Hat.-6. -tt.a. ....,. ... ~l.M~ f .. , ,~ ..... 

opposed the stand-by ublic works act of 1962. 

~He opposed the wilderness preservation system. 

~e opposed hospital insurance under social security. 

~e opposed increasing the m1n1mum wage. Jt '1"••ti q , - ~~~ ... ,_,.. 
That's the record If the leader of the Goldwater 
~ 

Party brings to the people of West Virginia. And that's 
- 4 

the reason why West Virginia needs Lyndon B. Johnson as 

President of the United States. 

~Senator Goldwater had the~ to come to Charleston 

recently and announce his opposition to the progressive 

programs which have contributed so much to the economic 
b ... ,~ Hv 

progress'l-f the ~l four years. 

--k o'tysa..,.J, '• 

~p 

~ 
~ 
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~He suggested this demonstrated the depth of his 

courage and convictions. 

But let me ask 

~Is it courage to refuse help to an unemployed father? 

~Is it courage to deny a worker displaced by automation 

a chance for job retraining and vocational education? 

~ Is it courage to deny a state the chance to build 

needed public improvements and put the unemployed back to 

work? ~ ~~-k 'u~ A-~a.U·H~}·J't:.~ -'~-..a;;~""'i·"~t- ..... 'l , ____ ..,. 
it courage to deny a state the incentives to attract 

new industry and new jobs1 

4 Is it courage to vote against hospital insurance to 

enable our senior citizens to live their later years in 

dignity and security? 

~ This i~ not courage-- This is the doctrine of selfish 

- 4 

irresponsibility -- a doctrine uninformed by history, 

uncontrolled by reason, and untempered by charity. 



1 . 
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Jtlfrt"t•• ... s•l·-·-·, .. ,t.,.~f. Senator Goldwater is neither a 

l~al Republican nor a true conservative. He is a .. 
radical in the true and basic meaning of the word • 

. ~He seeks to destroy the social and economic achieve-

ments of the past generation. 

~e repudiates the tradition of bipartisanship in 

the conduct of our foreign 

~e distorts the past, 

misunderstands the future. 

Republican Party . 

affairs. 

misrepresents the present and 

~t/H-1-J.-
of irresponsible0 extremist 

- . 
responsible members of the 

• 

overwhelming majority of Americans repudiate the 

politics of radicalism -- whether of the rigll_t or the l~ 

{)JJ. ~~ lt;b~ "«.J~.tP; .~~ . 
1htj A§tce :e··t Prssidan* zstns?lt; u1t1 11iar 



~ 
knows~when people have opportunities, 

they build a better life.fl& t111 ggpl ss and t' r ·• uh·ztr s u 

He knows the American people have energy, initiative, 

resourcefulness, hope and faith • . -..... 

~e knows America, 

~ And Lyndon Johnson knows another A '~or ld of 

opportunity requires a world at peace. 

Listen to his courageous words: 

" ••• As 1 on g as I am Pres i den t , I 1'ii 11 s p a r e n e it he r 

my office nor myself in the quest for peace. That peace 

is much more than the absence of war •••• If the strong and 

the wealthy ignore the needs of the poor, frustrations will 
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lead to force. Peace, therefore, is a world where no 
- • r:•• • ~ - xnsr ~ n· ·· -

nation fears another, and no nation can force another to ·- - ·- =··· '32"(97 , . n ·x:r•cm' ?$'')2COC arc norse• 

foll0\'1 its command." 

Johnson is a man of peace. He is a man 

who pursues his duties as commander-in-chief with 

responsibility and restraint. 

' I <.: 

2,.In htanson we have ti/J. s; man we can trust 

with our nuclear arsenal. This is one area of Presi -

dential responsibility where there can be no mistakes, 

no rash decisions, no second thoughts, no impetuous 

actions, no shooting from the hip. 

~his is the question each Ameri can must ask before 

voting on November 3rd: whose finger do I want on the 

nuclear trigger? 

I am confident you will join the overwhelming 

majority of Americans in casting your vote for President 

Lyndon B. Johnson. 
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