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I had ho l o 1 b ape&kin with you this 

i g fr the unici 1 Audit ium in t. Paul. I 

my good fri n t iehen. Norv 1 11 fson 

Verne ing I ulcl there for the thir y-thir 

annu 1 e tinq of the Partna·s nion Centr 1 • 

I di not want to go dk on t t promis , but I though 

oat of y u would pref my being her in Washington 

tryi g to g t tar bill ssed rath than enjoyi 

myel t your c:onv ti • Tam, I don•t think you would 

ev forgive m if I wer to be absent for a vote on the 

arm ill d it meant h differene b twe n getting 

aqood n nt 88 0 b d on defeat • oa 



much as I wanted to be with all of you this evening, I 

felt t had to stay in Waehington and do the job you 

elected to do. 

You Jcnow this rum Bill we have befor us ia of 

vital importance to our entire economy. The Tax Bill 

recently pused by the Congreaa and aicpuad into law by 

Preaideat Johnaon will be ~th very little or nothing 

to the people who have little or no net ineam • The 

tax comes only to those who have a net income. 

ut to you as farmers and aa member of the Parmera 

Union CantJ:al chan9e, th Farm Bill now before us 

carri a a special meaning. Per in order for farmers to 

be able to continue to patronize your exchan9e, their 

inccme auat be maintained. And moat importantly, their 

wheat inecaie must b maintained. Your earnings luy ly 
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ue dependent on the inccme of the wheat grower. If 

nw wheat l8CJialat1on ia not paaaed thia yeu:, the income 

of the wheat produce could drop aa much aa $600 million 

to $700 million. 0 l bue in lfuhington fighting 

f~ the 11vea of our wheat tarmua and for you aa 

m.mbera of a great marketing cooperative. 

Let me give you an ex•ple of the importance of 

maintaiAinq the incane of our farmer: a. You in the 

FU'IIft"a Union Central Bxclumge own &D4 operate 1200 qaa 

a ationa. Do you know that fU'D\inCJ uaea more petroleum 

than any other aingle in4uatry? More than $4 billion 

ia a ant by farmer• each year for fuel, lubricanta, and 

equipment maintenance. 

And are yena aware of the fact that fU'IIlera apend 

over 2 billion a year for truc:ka, tractor•, machinea 



anct other equipnent. ror every dollar ot aclditional 

incaae 1D agriculture thee ia additional purchaaia9 pwer 

throughout our econcmy of 5 to $7. We cannot afford 

to 1 tana income drop. We muat take every action 

~aible to bring about a riae in farm income. To 

tbia worthy objective I pledge my continued dedication. 

'l'he bill we have before ua contain• two sections-

one on wheat and one on cotton. It ia axtr•ely impor-

tant that the bill be paaae4 at the earliest poaaible 

time. WiAter wheat a in the gt'ound now and farmers will 

begin aee41ng spring wheat in leaa than a month. l'armu 

rightfully are asking what their wheat pr~ will be. 

The same ia true of cotton. l'armera are beqinninq to 

plant cott in aoutb 'hXaa, and in another month 

plant1DCJ will be moving acroaa the cotton belt. 
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The fteW wheat proqram is voluntary--the 8o-c::alled 

eertifia.t:a program. Xt provi4ea for $2 wheat on that 

amount Which is consumed dCI'Ieatically and fl.SS or 

$1.60 for that which qoe.a i.Dto uport. It is esaatial 

that thia leqislation be paaaecl, for every buaineaa, 

inelucling your own, in the State of Minnesota imd in 

fact, throughout the nation is affected by the price of 

wheat. I leunect a long tiiM a9o that the welfue of 

luge citt•• like Minneapolis or st. Paul are 4e~ent 

upon h\lft4re4a of .mall CCIIIINftitiea aa-4 thouaand8 of hlall 

fume Which may be within a 300, 400, or 500 mil• trade 

tertlroty. lfo place lives by itaalf. There is no state 

or city that can get alonq 11vin9 by itself. The effects 



the country an4 the paralysing r .. ulta would not be 

confined to the farm. 

The ps-obl with cotton ia a ccmplicat.S one. We 

not only muat relieve domestic mills of unfair competition 

r .. ultin9 frcm the aport subsidy nec .. suy to move our 

cotton iato world markets, but we muat also ttack the 

probl• of overproduction of cotton and muat pz.-ic 

cotton more competitively. And we muat do all this with-

out lacilaq an intol•able burden on the backs of the 

cotton pJro4ucera. Uncler the propoaed bill, cotton will 

• made available to our own mills at the world ~ice 

and they will be put in a better competitive poaitio.n. 

'l'hia pr09Jtam not only will put a halt to the r iaing 

invent Oil' of cotton in Gover~~aent banda, but will mak 

poa•ible a ra4uction of th .. e inventor!... Thia in turn 
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will a..al a zoeduc:tion iJl the coet of opu-ating the 

cotton program ancl a big aavii\C)a for the taxpayer. 

The Lfgialation before ua thia week--the ao-calle4 

wh•t-cotton bill-ia much aore then a farm pro:rram. 

It ia in effect an inv•taent in the prosperity of 

our Whole Batton. We cannot hope to maintain an affluent 

ociety U two of our lugMt groupe of farmera are 

oppr•aed by poverty b~ouqht on by programs which 4c not 

work un v pr•ent-day c:on41tiona. If we ait by and let 

our wheat and cotton fQ'IDe&"a auffer from an u.nnec•aar:y 

econcaic pinch we can all ex~ to join tbal in the 

ecollCiftic aqueue before too long. 

aeceat •tudiea tn4icate that without wockable price 

auppott progr:ama, nat fum inccme would rapidly drop 

40 to 50 per cent. Scae famua would be hurt even worse. 
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We oasmot tolerate ..- the threat of auch a hoi.Til:tle 

4evelopaat. We mut. u a ainiln.Da, update oar whMt 

and cottoa prop:AIU. ftlere 18 no time for delay. 

l take • p-eat 4eal of pride in our MinMaota 

COOIMW&tivea. We lead the Dation iD nwaber of cooperati,.. 
aD4 D~ of m-.berahipe. aD4 ataad aeoon4 ia 4ollu 

voluae of wail\••· 'fbe ruaera Unioa Celltral BxcbaDge 

ia a vrowlag. well maDafJecl, aodera auccMaful cooperative. 
It 1a aJ.pific:ut that 1a 1961 your fumera ...S. aearly 

f9 ailliGD ac14ecl aavi.Dga • f92 aillioa worth of 

• upply buaiuaa. 

Frca the put hu ccae the iMpiziacJ herit&cJe that 

the herit89• of free mera freely vor'kiaq together to try 

to bett• their farain9 lot. Aa we look to our accc.pliah-
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fully hke a full •-m-e of pc-ide 1D the glut et.J:'iclee 
you have MAle. 

M41tJ.oAal atria.. au Ul4 ahoW.4 be •• by our 
nation'• ~ativu. rurt~e, they ahoul4 play a 
·~• iaportaat I'Ola 1D the davel~ of oth• 

oouauJ.... we -~ a t.l'-.ndoua ...ount of far:a 
product•, ))fth c:c s arc !ally ud UDdar the l'oo4 f• 

bow, aacl CN&" ~ativa leaclara au play a v*l:y iaportant 
nle ill cloing thie. 

aut keep 1D aiD4 that without fU'IR~ pul'chuiag 
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Amaric:: to mailltain an4 to strengthen farm incame. '1'o 

do this is to strengthen your cooperative and to, in 

turn, provide additional purchasing power to our farmers. 

I hope that my ~sene• trem it will be justified by 

paaaaqe of effective farm legislation. 

'1'haDlt you • 
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