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Ladies and gentlemen • • • this is Senator Humphrey 

speaking to you from my office on Capitol Hill in 

Fashington • • • 

Today I want to tell you about a Vdnnesota lady who 

lived through nearly 20 years of fear fu~d worry ••• all 

because she was afraid there was nothing she could do to 

becone an American citizen. I am pleased to report that 

this story has a happy ending . On Hay first Mrs. Ben Schultz 

of !.Cinneapolis took the oath of allegiance a.~d now--52 years 

after coming to this country from Poland-- she is enjoying 

her neH status as an American citizen . 
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Not only is the story of Hrs . Schultz inspiring and 

heart- warming ••• it also points up how easily problems 

can be worked out for other I'-1innesotans "rho assume for years 

that they are Americ an citizens and then discover that 

because of some technicality or misunderstanding they are 

aliens . 

The story of the citizenship problems of Mrs . Schult ra began 

ibmJS!hmm in 1912 Hhen she and her husband came to this 

country from Poland . He was naturalized a few years 

later and she assumed that his adoption of American 

citizenship had changed her status as well . 'I'his is a 

common mistake . It wasn ' t until many years later that 

she discovered she still was an alien. 

"Vlidot<7ed and semi- invalid in recent years , she worried 

more and more about her status . She feared she could not 

learn the American history required to pass the test for 

citizenship . 
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-~he -vras afraid she would be deported to Poland . • • and 

1:-JOndered v-rho would take care of her if that sh'?uld happen. 

Fear gripped her every January- -the month when all aliens 

are required to file an annual registration form. 

Her family bec~ne concerned when the anxiety began to 

affect her health and wrote to me for help . Could any 

special citizenship arrangements be made , they asked, 

taking her condition into account? 

I 1-vrote to i\Irs . Schultz and encouraged her to visit 

the Ninneapolis office of the Immigration and Naturalization 

Service . I also sent her some literature ••• md urged 

her to study it in preparation for filing a petition 

for naturalization. 

Candidates for citizenship are required to have a 

general knm-Tledge and understanding of the history and 

government of our country. But these requirements are not 

difficult or arbitrary . The people at the Immigration Service 

are helpful and considerate . 
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Hrs . Schultz visited the immigration o f' fice , studied 

mmm the literature, filed her petition in Federal Court in 

Minneapolis , and crune through with flying colors . 

Both her joy and that of her family were reflected in 

the letter I received a fe"H" days ago from her family . 

n~~e 1-vant to thank you wholeheartedl y for all your help , n 

they wrote . nFinally, for the first time in 3J years , she 

has peace of mind , and has been smiling ever slnce . This 

has been the main thing in her life. Her transformation 

is unbelievable . 11 

Other requests for help in recent years suggest that 

the citizenship problem comes as a surprise to many 

r.:inne so tans . They discover for the first time that they 

are aliens when they try to get a passport , make a veteran ' s 

claim, or file some other kind of official application. 
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Nany assumed they ·Here included in citizenship petitions 

fi~d by their husbands . Others came to this country as 

children and assumed they became citizens when their parents 

\-Jere naturalized . lfuen they discover that they technically 

are aliens - -but have not registered each January as the 

law require s- -they are afraid they ' ll face some serious 

penalty . 

But it isn't necessary to worry about problems in changing 

this alien status ••• the gover1~ent and the Irnnigration 

Service have a heart . For persons of good character and 

long residence the procedures for registering as an alien • • • 

and later for filing a citizenship application ••• are not 

complicated . Anyone with a will to become a citizen, good 

character, and m~~ sufficient time as a mmmmm resident 

can make it . 
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As for Hrs . Schultz , I 1m touched by hovr rr_uch being 

an American citizen has meant to her . Some of us who 

have our citizenship by birth are inclined sometimes to 

take it for gran ted . I thank •Irs . Schultz for reminding 

me hm·T good it is to be an American citizen ••• thank 

you. 
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Ladies end Gentlemen ... 

:1.i s is Senotor Hubert Hunr:-'hrey , specldng to yau from rey of fice 

on C~l,i tol Hill in Washington . . . 

(f G u... /Ofl jjt3()uf"" 
Today I went to :repe:Ft t:b.9 sto~r of a J.:innesota lady d1o overcame a 

g re et fe ar~This fe a r had_ rcvented ~or ~~ 
~tear~ fron becoming t citizen 

&f the Ul'l:i'l;eQ. Ste>~ . But a few dews ago, on lay 1, lars . Een Schultz, 

of . inneaoolis, took the oath of allegiance to the Uni t ed States . hortly 

before she h.aii-/J passed the te sts \7M7ci.t.Qd lle!' to t ake out citizen-

ship papers . ot only is the story of I.irs . Schultz an inspiring and indeed 

a heart- warming one . I hope it will encourage others who may be in a 

similar situation to take hope in the taSk of gaining their citizenship . 

·- rs . Schultz came to t he U . S . 52 years ago. She was a citizen of 

Polnnd, as \7as her husband . Her husband 

rs . ~chultz thought- -erroneouslv--thct she wcs ¢¢i~f~~ included in his 

citi zenship . In l at ter years she became av1are t hat s 1e vws an alien . 



' . . 

~ ~ Udl:f ef these 7Af>rs sl:l:e lq,as be"n ¥/a.owedA rmd semi-invali~ t4he 

worried gre<tlJ about her elien status an~r healtJ She 

feared th t sne c ould not learn the Americen history r equir ed to ta~e 

the test , i'er ~itii5BRe3::r±r> . She v1as afrf1id she 1rould be deported to Poland . 

She wonde r ect \7ho ~oulcl t alce c are of he r . Fear gri:pned her severely ever.1 

J anuary--t'be month in Vlhi ch rul aliens are required to regi ste r cn:rro..aJ.ly . 

..a...~~rlil!l!:ee.r£1'1'8e el'l: tAl evj si o;e <.ltd in the l'iew~e~ere, ilellin~ ell elie:ae 

-er family wrote to me for p ossi ble hel p . ould cmy SPecial 

arrangements be made , t Dking her condition into account? 

The U . S . ~VNllHl'W~t has laws .rhich r ecmire a candidate for cit i zen-

s-li~ to have some knowleG.ge of meri ccm 1istor1 and to know some of 

t he fund ar.1entels of American government . The I .-migration and ·J[• turali zat ion 

Service cannot waive t he se l a11S . .UU.t t_ e lavrs of tJi1:e e overnmel'l:t ill t~1:ie 

~ are no t harsh ones . 
1

he :peonle at the ~.igr::o tion }ervice in 

-inneanolis- -or an:ywhere e l se in the Unite d States f or t :b2t rn.?.tter-- ~ 

I wrote to .rs . Schul t z and told her t h i s . I encouraged her t o 

visit the I mr:Jit;r~ tion of:..' ice 810. I co.lso encouraged her to stud,.{ 8 bool:le t 
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which I sent < c w:1ich containeC. the bo.sic fG.cts ~ needed to know . -- ~ Still howov~, jhe iJ'l!T)ortant st6'7' /1 'ira.s un to Lrs . Schultz . A~ I h c..ve 

j,.:rltHee:tett-, ~he -r-assed with flyins colors . 

:Both her joy end thd of her f21Ilily cere reflected in a recent letter 

from her deughter-in-law who Tirites : 11 'le \Tent to t l81L"k y ou wholeheartedly 

for ::11 y our heliJ . in~lly , for t e first time in ?0 years, s~~ has peace 

of mind, and has been SL'liling ever since. This has been the main thing in 

her life . Her transform"tion is unbelievable . 11 

~4#J'7 
I:ffi:H ii:d cit.. u;x•y mnQh &trl I was to be of encouragement to ,.. 

l ' rs. Schultz to win her oYm battle, rhich she did . 

From other cases vrhich come to my attention, I 1.-k...,ve reason to be-

1 ieve tho.t P ;,;b;Z::f TJersons ffiC~ undergo:i!llg unnecessar' \70rr. nnd tor-

ment b out their ci tizenshin . Some individuals i!~e:.r==::::o::;;•;:~~~ e were brouf}lt 

to this countrJ a s small children . ~ev thoucht their citizenshir wes 

cared for b y their :::>arents . l~y do not discover that it wasn ' t until 

they try to ge t a passport, or make a Veteran's claim, or maJ::e some other 

official D ...., lication . When some uersons a.iscover thc-.t technically they are 

aliens , but have not registered annually as such, as t he law requires, 

they are fearful of doing so. hey believe some dire enalty vall be 
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incurred . Older )e rsons ~worry . 
This is unnecessary . The goven1ment of the U. S . has a heart . For 

persons of good chara cter and long residence it simplifies the Y.' rocedure.f. 

It h8.s bac~registration forms . I t helus people , not hurts them . I f 

J...a- '-
citizen , ~ good character , and. has lived among us , he can mcl;:e it . 

Returning to Lrs. Schultz, I 'rra s touched by how mnch being aU . S . 

citizen me2.nt to her . Some of us who have our ci tizenshiu by birth, are 

inclined at times , I believe , to ta.'lce it for granted . I thank l.~rs . Schultz 

for reminding me how good it is to be an ~eri can citizen . 

~· hank you . 
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