
Ladiea aDd qentlemen. 1 am particularly pleased 

to be here this afternoon. Your invitation givea 

me another welcome opportunity to carry out my 

dutiea aa the P.reaident•a liai•on man between the 

Adzainiatration and Local GoverDilent in thi• nation. 

t'he Preaident gaYe me thia very iaportant role 

laat apri.Dg. It ia i.aportant becauae of yo\.Lr own 

importflftt role in oor lllerican ayatem of govanaent. 

You men and waDU in thia roaa head cme of tbe three 

levele of gov~nt in thia nation. 



i 

2 

You and I have often heard or uaed the poraae, 

it aay ao\ind flat or worn-out to you becauae it ia 

an iaperaonal pbraae. What we forget ia that at 

each level of qovermaent there are people involved, 

doing the beat they k.Dow how to JUke tbia a better 

America. 

It ia a tbrllliDq experience to realise that 

meeti.Jlq together bere thia afternoon are, the 

elected leadera, who head the vital ODa-third of 

~rican govarDIII8ftt which we talk aboUt When we 

aay •rederal, State and Local govaroment.• 
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It ia important to remaber that at eaeh level 

of qowrmDent there are people 'hard at work-men and 

women of good will plannillg proqrams or uainq programa 

to help the public to wham they are reapon•ible. 

And it ia alwaya good to remind our•alve• that 

our programa are for people, too. We muat not think 

of our progrmu in terma only of dollara ana 

atatiatica. They are progr-.a planned with apecific 

people with specific probl- and needa. 

It ia intereating that you are holdin9 your 

1965 conference very close to the center of 

population of our nation. 



4 

On my flight Ollt 'here our plana followed al.moat 

t:he exact courae that the center of our nation • • 

population haa followed aince 1770 When it waa a 

little east of Baltimore. By 1810 it vas juat weat 

of •aahingtora, by 1880 it vu a little veat of 

Cincinnati, by 1910 it ,.. iD Blocat.ngtoo, Indiana, 

by 1940 it waa near the Illinois -Indiana line, 

ana in 1960 it vu only about 50 ailea eaat of here. 

I'm told that in another aeven or eight years it 

may be almoat: in St. Louie itself. 
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A regular flight .frca Wuhington to St. Louie 

takea only a couple of hoare, but the path it. takea 

covera the history of our nation • • growth. lfben 

the center of our nation • • population wu near 

W~ington we bad only aevan million Aaericana. 

1fben it waa in Cincinnati our population waa only 

50 million. When it vu only 110 llilea eaat of here 

in 1940 we had 132 million--fully 60 aillion AmericuaDa 

fewer than there are in the Dation today. 

Population figurea vi...a thia way belp ua to 

ccaprebend tba eno:ndty of our nation• a growth. It 

alao aakea graphically clear that the location of 

our population ia llhifti.Dg. And it aervea to bring 

home again to our minda that t:hia pop.tlat1on ~owth 
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ia real and continuing tnexorably. 

lfe lalow that the world • • population will double 

by the year 2000. We know that within 10 abort 

yeara the United Statea alooe will have 30 million 

JBOre people. 

We know that there will be nearly aix million 

more people liYlnq within the Boat.on-Waabingtoll 

corr idOX'. We know that leaa than 20 percent of the 

popglati:on will lin ouuide our urban ueu. 

!be reault of thia pattern meana not only 

growth of individUal c:itiea but of urbaDiaed areu 

on the But Coat, along the Great Lakea, in !'lorida 

and the Gulf atatea, in California and the aor~at, 

between St. Louia and Chicago, and elaiiWhere. 
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By the time the center of U. 8. population 

hita St. Louia &boat 1972 there will be 15 million 

more autoa to pr:cwid.e roada and parking a~ce . for, 

three aillion more oolleve atuaenta to educate, 

hillf a allliOD aore newlyw.d aoupl" uaually to 

the realiaatiora of tb .. • trenda haa led tllia 

Adaini•tration to create a progr• for tbe urban 

a part:Derahip o~ tbe three buic fora. of gover.ent 

iD t.hi• nat.J.on. 
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ADd if we are to achieve the goal• of a Great 

Society, this partnerabip muat be atrongt.hml&d and 

improved. We cannot afford ol4 hoatilitiea and well-

We have reached a new deqr.. of illter.o.c!ependence 

UDder the preaauraa of growth and coacent.ration of 

our: population in urban areu. We can no longer 

~ford antagoni- that aet the l'ederal Goverzaent 

aqalnat tbe State GowrD~Benta, or Loc:al Government 

agalnat State Gowl'Dilent, or buaineaa agaiDat labor, 

or city c!vellera against aub\irban dweller•. 
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It 1• important that there be meeting• like 

thia, vbere the mayor a can confer vi th Administration 

offic:iala. and other conferac:ea of variou• typea, 

ao that •en of reiUIOD can cooperate in meeting our 

In my llldaon role for the Preaident, I have 

already met many of you at our recent conference• 

in Waahington. I haw alao had conference• with 

city managers and. with county of'fic:iala. !'bare 

vill ba more of theae conference8. 

At theae conference• we have been talkiDq about 

the probl- you face on the local level and the 

nation £ cea fraa coaat to coaat. 
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Since thoae aaetlnga. there have been aaae 

developmente in Washington Oh legialatlon of vital 

i:ntereat w you, and I want to bring all of you up 

to date on thaae. 

:for your citiea and .wntrba are embodied in two billa. 

~· firat, ~ cloaa now to floor action in the 

Bouae. calla for establillhmant of a new DepartiHnt. 

You, u repreaentat.ivea of our great cit.iea, 

deaer.e a voice a~ the hi9beat level of govermaent-

in the Cabinet., where the Preaident will know OD a 

d~ to day buia what your ~t probl•• are, and 

where all t:he m.bera of the Cablnet can contribute 

to their aolutiona. 



Conference have exerted your povartul intlueoc:a to 

move thia bill alOJlCl, ad l ult yoq to contiftue 

!he otbu aajor bill ia the 1965 boui~ bill 

mow being guided through ~eaa. I call it the 

Bouail\q and urban Developaent Bill, but ladiea and 

gentl~, it la really your bill. It can profoundly 

lfbat would thia bill do that ia not already 

being done? 
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-It would provide a way of rehabilitating older 

houaing, ao crucial to rebuilding and preserving 

neigiWorhooda, becauae a neighborhood ia not just 

bouainq but a social complex aa well. 

-It would give you JDODey to pay a large ahara 

of the coat of water and aewer tacilitiea to aeet 

foraeeaJ:tle urban growth, glviDig you a chance to get 

-It would increue tbe Pederal ahara of 

uaiatanoe ~ 50 percent of the c:oet. of buying land 

. 
for parka and other open •pace aeeda. ftab&.ll voald 

alao give you money to bay downtown aitea, clear 

aimilar Wte. 
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-1\Dd the main thruat of thia bill ia embodied 

in a new program of rot aupplementa to help tboae 

with below-averac;e lneoaea wbo are unable t.o filid 

decent hcmaa on the private market. 

l'bia ia a program for the poor. It can help 

olaer people, thoM in aluaa, ana thoae dlaplaced 

by public building activity to move into decent 

homea at rente amount~ to DO more than 25 Pflrcent 

of their incoaaea. 

on IICIII8 cur iou and ecnflicti.D9 ground•. sc.e charge 

it aeta up eom~tition with public houaing, but it 

c!oea not. It ia a progx"• that caaplementa public 

~iDCJ. Zlt give• you another tool to help houae the poor. 



Public: hoo.aing baa DOt been able to let you 

build all tbe unite you aHd in ycNr citiea. 2ha 

~PII and o~ nco-profit ·~• pr:ovide thia 

houai.Dg, Whic:b J*'ivate houai.Dg fi.ru caD build. 

Don't let aayoDe tell you that pJbllc: hoGaiaq 

ia eDOQ9h, en: that if rut auppl~u are naedecl, 

public houaiDg ia nat. l'be" people ue aoving 

confuaion with unreal altemativ.a and animoeitiea 

with no buia in fact. 

98 
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So, ~ bUl provia.a for a contimiation aD4 

expanaiOD of public bo.1ai.Dg, college houatng loana, 

progr- you are f.Uliar with. 

2bia ia your bill. Yoa aNd to a1SPPQ1't it, 

and t:be tiJae is at band. 
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We haVe also ~cuaaed at. tha contareucea our 

pcU;tnerilh:i:p in the ce1110on war on poverty, on prejudice, 

on aluma, on lack of a&aquate educatiOI\, on crU.., 

Qll pollution, on waato in all iu fol'IU, and on 

the 'lgl.t:n... that peraiat.a iD aany fo~. 

pe .. :IJiiatically. 'thla ia a great nation, well alODg 

the road to new qreatneaa. 

airaclea of c:onat.ruction and dewlopaent haw 

taken place 4ttting our recent period of qrowtb and 
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Magnificent buildinga have risen and rib~ 

of bighvaya conatructed and mllliona of decent hamea 

built. Bever in hiatoey have ao aany people lived 

ao well ana. owned 110 aany of the finer artlfacta 

of civlliaation. 

But it ia our buaineaa aa the rapr:eaentativea 

of all the people to see to it that all the people 

ahara in thia wealth. 

atlll have over nine million homaa ~at are run 

down or deteriorating, and more than four million 

homea do not have running wat.er or pluaibing. Moat 

of th.. ar• ill cities like your a. 
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Millions of families haw moved to the auburba 

and the country Where there is clean air and rOQD 

for children to grow in the au.o. 

But bebilld th• they have left t:he old, the 

poor, and the di8cri•h:aatea against Who are concentrated 

ill central city qbettos. 

Great highva;p have been built, ana parkway• 

lace our citiea. JUt even here we h ve failed to 

keep pace. C~ter traffic 9luta the roada to work. 

aD4 deatr()Y a table neighborbooda. 
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Our total concern muat be for our people and the 

CJUallt.y o~ the lives they lead. l'hyaic:al decay--and 

that can mean a count~iae daaecrated by litter and 

leada to aocial decay. 

Obaoleacant ana .-gJ:'etJatad aehoola can lead 

only to dropouts and jobleaanua and loaa of hope, 

deliaquenay and crime. 

Bone of tbe .. problema can be aolved on one 

level of govel'hll8nt, whether Federal, State or 

Local. 'lbere ia mare to do than we can all accaaplillh 

together in tbe time we have. 
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the 4ifficalt.lu :r.ocal ~t. hu iD raiaJ.af 

a..s. 

cllly 15 perc.at.. 

DU!Dg t1M - deollde, 8t.ate 11114 local piblic: 
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~Jibe number of atat.e and local governae.nt. employees 

roae frca 4.6 million in 1.954 to more than .. ven 

million in 1963. 

!'heae figure• continUe to mount u you are 
/ 

forc:ed to apeD.d more for edUcation. h1g'bwaya. 

aanitat.ion. parka. and welfare. 

'fbeae t.rucla are the reaaon for the Pr~ident.•a 

reaourcea t.o achieve breakthrough• in aolviftfi the" 

caaplex problaaa. 

Aa an example of what the Mmi.rdat.ration ia 

doi.Dg in thia r~ard. let. ae report to you on what. 

happmed at lut. week' • White Bouae Conference on 

Batural Beauty. 
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'l'hia eonference ill Waahington drew a thouaand 

i.Dvited deleqatea and outatandiAg panaliata frca all 

ovar tbe nation wbo deliberated for two full aaya 

and arew up many propoaala for eubiaiaaion to the 

freaidcmt for conaicleration. !bia vaa truly a 

graaa-roota conference, and aany of the ideaa 

generated will .uraly prove fruitful 1Q ac lving 

ftere ia today a great aplur9e of tntereat 

throughoa.t the land ill r.i44J.D9 our citiea end 

COUDtryaidu of uqlin-• ad in protecting all that 

1a beautiful Oil our God-given land and watel' ueaa. 
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and the Firat Lady are aoinq their beat to encourage 

!'hie year and AeZt year, there will be leqialatiw 

action not only to ancouraga the war on uqllneaa 

but to provide financial and other incentivea that 

will enable you aayora to build more parka, protect 

hiatoric lan&urka, eliainate eye80rea, and iD other 

waya aaka your citi•• acre beautiful placea for 

all your reaideQu to live iza. 

!hia auz'9in9 inter .. t 1ft nat.ual beauty ia a 

natural and inevitable CODaeq\lanc:a of the chang'~ 

conclitiou of our time. 
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ila America today ia the iDar•- iD aan' • l*'QC!uetivity. 

Wbue Oftly 25 yeara ago ODe aaD ooula only pc'oduae 

~ for 10 people. 

40wD &c. 300 to 150 •~ 1947, althcMlgh t.o4ay'a 

na.obile 1• .ore c:c.plea than that of 194 7. 

att alcmg with thia greater prOductivity of 

cu u4 pack..- u wll u 'UDk au~ilea aDd ol4 

appliaaou beycftd ~ ability eo far to 4iapoaa 

of t:h•. 
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aut Cber• ia a waat:e I want to ..nUoa that 

that ia happenSn.g. 

the 141• haDCia ana idle •iad8 of two llilliOD yaaag 

people. 
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As chairman of a Cabinet C~ttee on Bmployaant, 

% reported to the P.reaidant, an4 last waek the Preaident, 

as a reault of that report, anDOWlced the Youth 

Opportunity Campaign. 

Tbia i• a project. in whic:b we need you 11ayors• 

help. 

We are also involved-and by we, I mean the 

Adminiatration and Local Government-in a program 

reaultibg from Preaident Johnaon • • Job Develop.ent 

Proq:ram. ftiti progx• calla for tbe creation of 

10,000 aav joba each JbOilth in aervi.ca and related 

fiel&J. 
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I am arrangiDq ccnferancea between official• of 

the Labor Departaent. and many of the mayor•. '!be 

need for ~ leaCSerahip ia iaperative. We aek 

job a.velopwnt. 

we aa1t tbat you ulldertalte an inforaation progr• 

to gal.viniae aupport frCIIl iDdliatry and labor. 

And ve uk that you c:onaider for the youth of 

your city a 'traini~ Bmplo~t Progr• aimllu 

~ the one in the Federal GovU"Jaent. 
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IDt.eoai ve aupport at. every level ia essential for 

botb the youtb opportunity campaign and the job 

dewlopmant program. Our goal ia to give each man 

and wt~man oppo~tunity to be pro&lct.iva and to 

contribute. 'fbJ.tl i• what the Great Society ia all 

about. It u to enbanca the quality of livin9 for 

tbe individual. It ia not jut to create more material 

wwalth, but to open the way for him to achieve human 

~ipity. 

tfbia country can achieve anythinq it aets out 

to do aa lODg aa ita leaderabip hu via ion and thia 

viaion ia demonatrated at every level of government. 
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DIAJT STATEMENT BY 'm VICE PRESIDENt 

The officers of the Univet-aity of M1 eot , a our faculty • and 

our induetrial leaders ha all labored long and hard to find our pl ee 

1n t apace ag•. We want to .,_rticipate. We nt to contribute to the 

solution of theN tton'e probl.esua in thla field. a want our tnclustriea 

to be at the forefront of the udi ologlea that ar betna developed. 

We have already ace pltabed a great d 1, ~ it ta a real dtaappotutwent 

te- • ~t thta oecaeloe eoul:cl ut lallt&rialbe iota one \:bat would s• far 

bey~J.«oa)Ddd~thhee-:tebnt;tt:ier;rtflfiiV~ijer]j\JUi:n-t....,rnenardcl-'rQD Mr. Webb. But I Ud:uk tw one J. 
~ ~~~~~ 

bfte could doeOt thatJ-are ing real pro~ae,. tbat the position of 

our Minnesota lmluatr lee and our University • 4lld the opportunities 

it will now have to work even llOre closely with out tnd trias and with 

all se ota of our aoeiety re much enhanced by the develo nta vbicb 

the vision and competence of the University and, may 1 add, the push by 

r:~A~ ~1:~~ 
those of ua 1u£..-.J-~ Kart:h and. are bringing to fruitLon. The 
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engiaeertns eapabilitiea which eou with a aew building to house 

ot to bu114 tbia apaee cent r .u aooa as the 

puahed tbroup and the detail& and procecluru taken ear 

of. 

interested tD bavtag the Nation benefit from the great capabllittea of 

our MidwesteTn induatrlea ad tvere1tiee. and from the cloaer relation• 

1 our univera1tiea wht.ch can c froca auch eonce.pta aa tbon that 

G~~~~~ 
uftderlie our apace center. .je bas already taken atepe to •ke the 

rgo National Laboratory more ueaful to a laraer ll\llllber rl. our 

instttutioaa aDd 

Aa l hav delved deeper and deeper into the prob~ of tbe 1paee 
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age, I than ever couvineed that the b intellect hu new 

tools to work itb, but a leax- in& to use t tools • t~e na poweTa, 

requires th p-eateat U.atnatf.o and the at effici.en~ uae of the 

~r of infot'DIIltion now aec:umulating at such a dU.y pace .. _ 

emphasized to me that nothina is re rtant than to ruave the bro. cleat 

••t- intellactual etiv1ty bated on creative work that er sa a tlte linea 

that ba e divided tb mattes a hyatcs aad chemtetry a bioloay aDd 

history a d bilosopbr.flour Space Sciences Center u otna to rovide 

one of the st important opportuniU.es in this Nation for work tbat is 

eded by t ae and other uGreat Society" Aclcabietrators. This ta ede4 

by the National. Set nc: Foun4ation, tb Atomic E &Y Couatui , be 

Defense Depat'tment, the At: Contt:ol and Die·•· · rnu-·nt Agency, and other 

tbe Midwest ta to ke our 1 t l.tut iona so WJeful that they caa provide 
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..&lrtB focus , 

set .?Ur ablest scholars to think about our moat complex probl in ru.l 

time. Just aa the NIMBUS w thft satellite b'.d.np back to eat:th ita hish 

r olutioft, infra~ed. ptctul'tla of the wathe'r ayet of the earth at ight 

and RANGER br • back the pictures of the so that we can see and 

viauali&e a total situation tthout bre klua it down tnt 11 iu parts 

tools of the Midw .. t operate 

on a broad base of total knowledge as applicable to our tate pr b 

Thia. ray Mt aota friend • ta t:he g1:eat challenae, the eat opportunity. 

and if we do our job in thi Space Sc ieneea Center and tbrougJlout th 

University nd co tinue to support th gre t contribution& :e by our 

ealinent cbolara 1who have current p ojecta of over ·~ million, the 

facilities to do this job are oins to c to us be us will be 

better qualified to do it than anybody else in this couutry. 
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My friends, it is a great pleaeure for me to 

be here with you today. As many of you know, just 

last fall I was able to speak here in Chicago at the 

Polish-American Congress. 

At that time, I said, 11 No nation ... has a unique 

claim to America .•. but, 11 I added, " no people 

have a greater claim or can claim greater contri• 

buttons to our America than those who came here 

from Poland. ' ' 

From our earliest beginnings, America ---~ 

country --- has benefited from the wisdom, guidance, 

and leadership of the Polish people. 

We share great heroes like General Thaddeus Koxciusko 

and CasmirePulaski --- men who have been heroes in 



battle. fighters for human rights and dignity, 

battlers against tyranny .. • of the mind and 

spirit as well as of the body. 
/ 

This is an hi•torie, traditional part of the 

Polish pepple as it is of the American people. 

Let me remind you of the brave Polish Brigade 

of the British 8th Army which fought alongside 

of the American Gl's of the 5th Army during 

World War II. 

Under the command of Lt. General Wladyslaw 

Anders -· a hero in the great tradition of Kosciusko 

and Pulaski .. - many Polish men gave their Uves in 

the defense of freedome. In a famous battle at Monte 

Cassino where the Allied advance in Italy was blocked 

for months , many Polish men lost t heir lives. There 

. 
' 

I 
\ 

• \ 
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ia inscribed in their honor. in a memorial at 

CaGalno, the following statement: 

11We Polish soldiers, for our freedom and 

yours, have given yourselves to God .... our 

bodies to the soU of Italy, and our hearts to 

Poland. " What heroic poetry, what dedic::ation 

to freedom .... every man who rests there for 

eternity .. "' a potential Kosciusko. 

As Americans of Polish descent, you share the 

combined strengths of two great peoples. What we 

have sought in our democratic American traditions 

has its parallels in Polish history which extends back 

a thousand years. For most of that time, Poland has 

been an independent Christian nation. Though there 
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are those today within her boundaries who would 

ignore ,and indeed, destroy those traditions, we 

know that the spirit of the real Poland will flower 

again, without restraint, without Communist maater. 

The Christian heritage and religious traditions a£ 

Poland will not be destroyed. They can only be 

betrayed temporarily. 

President Kennedy said, "Poland's claim to 

independence and liberty is not based on sentiment 

or politic·s. It is deeply rooted in history, in culture, 

and in law .... and no matter what pressure the Soviet 

\ 
' 

may exert, we do not intend to see that claim abandoned.'' \ 

We are con\l'inced that time is on the side of freedom, 

that is, if we put time to good use. 



We are completely confident that Poland and its 

people will be restored to the family of free nations, 

and we intend to use time as a. tool lor that purpose, 

not as a c::ouch upon 'li;i·J.ich to relax. 

We intend to build bridges to the Polish people ... 

bridges which may now be obstructed at the other 

end but wh ich will be there bo be clear when the 

day of freedom dawns. 

Despite today's condition of temporary subjugation, 

the fires ollibert; have not dimmed in Polish hearts. 

And every person in this room, indeed, every person 

who has ever read a page of history, knows that Poland 

shall be free again. 

We trust the Polish people. We understand their 

bravery, and as President Johnson has said, and I 

quote him , nwe know the unswerving dedication ol the 



Polish people to the goalfi of Uberty, equality and 

independence. That is why our policy is extended 

to help the Polish people, so that they may increasingly 

help themselves." 

Now, my friends, we have not only begun but al"'e 

working ever harder to do this. Let me make clear 

that we will contin•e to extend the hands o£ human 

flllowship and o£ friendship to those peoples wherever 

there is the opportunity and we will do our best to make 

tho a e opportunities possible. 

Last fall, 1 spoke to the Polish Congrese of one act 

of friendship and fellowship of the United States .... 

intended to cement our good relations with the people of 

Pbland. It was an oppototunity which we took advantage of. \ 



Under legislation sponsored by Congressman 

Zablocki and myself, the United States has 

contributed more than $1 0 million for the 

construction o£ the Children 1 s hospital at Krakow. 

1 am proud that this hospital and research center 
/ 

I 

will be dedicated sometime this summer so that the 

children o£ Poland will know that the United States 

has rekl love for the chUdren of God whewever they 

are, and that we are determined to wipe out misery 

and disease wherever we ean. 

Now, let me turn to an important immediate problem 

which requires your interest and help. Foar successive 

Presidents of the United States have called attention to 

serious defects in our existing immigration laws. As a 
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result, we have before the Congress. a bUl on 

lmmigl"atio.n whic;h puts the principles o£ baaie 

immigration laws tn line with out basic; ideals 

as a nation and people. 

This legislation calls for the elimination a! 

the national origins quota system. That system 

is, in President Johnson• a words 1 "incompatible 

with our basic'; American tradition, 11 

"Over the years the ancestors o! aU of us .., .. some 

4Z million human beings ..... have migrated th these 

shores. The fundamental long•time American attitude 

has been to ask. not where a pereon eomes from but -

what are his personal qualities. On this basis men and 

women migrated from every quarter of the globe. By 

their hard work and their enormously varied talknts 

tltey hewed a great nation out of a wilderness. By their \ 
\ 
•\ 
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dedication to Uberty and equality, they created a 

society reflecting man's most cherished ideals." 

This is the kind o£ society all of us want - an 

open. sqciety not hindered by bad laws, And our 

present immigration system is a bad law. The 

national origins system has four major defects. 

Fi:r•t, it is inhumane. It has kept :fa.mlUes 

divided. Elderly parents of American citizens have 

had to wait for admission under a national quota .... 

discriminating against people in Eastern and Southern Europe. 
often a. very s 11 national quota/ What a ridiculous 

situation our present laws create. Why, a man 

could bring in a domestic servant from any one of 

several countries, but not his own mother from others. 

Secondly, the national origins system deprives us of 

lmnUigrants with valuable skills. 



• 
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Thirdly, it embarrasses us in our international 

rel tions .. It seems to say that we regard a great 

majority of the people of this earth as inherently 

inferior. 

Fourthly, and most importy.t. it goes against 

our own basic commitments. and ideals of democracy. 

Like the denial of full c:ivil rights to all Americans, 

it is a flaw which we owe it to ourselves to correct .... 

quite apart from its· effect on the opinion which others 

hold of us, / 

So I ask you today ..... in keeping with the <!e~y best 

of democratic t~adl!ions • Pollah and Ajmerlca\o 

\ 
throw your wholehearted support behind this legislation. 

l 

We need your help. Let your voices be heard in this 

effort. 
/ 

\ 
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This immigration bill is just one more etep 

toward our achieving a great aocity for all Americans .... 

regardless of their race, color 1 creed or national 

origin . 

.A great society, a just society, is possible for 

America. And the great society is not just one of 

material goods. It is a society in which every man 

will have the opportunity to achieve his full potential. 

Some will squander that opportunity. Some will 

let it slip away. But at least every man 'llhould have 

the oppottunity to make freedom and dignity total 

realities in his life. 

That is the meaning of the great society. That is 

the goal of .American life. It is the meaning of 1000 

years of Polish democracy. 
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Let us dedicate ourselves in Ute. as the 

brave Polish soldheas did in death - ourselves 

to God, our bodies to the work of achieving full 

democracy for all mankind and our hearts to 

the best traditions of both Polish and American 

ideal$, 
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TRANSCRIPT 

POLISH-AMERICAN CONGRESS ADDRESS 
Chicago , Illinois 

Sunday , September 19, 1964 

SENATOR HUBERT HUMPHREY 
DEMOCRATIC VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 

Thank you. ank you very much, 
Mr. Rozmarek. understand from o friends of the photo-
graphic professi n that they o t to have a little time. 

1 

I'd just so 
the saddle to stan 

feel that I was tall enough in 
but maybe not. 

of 
Kerner, and Mayor Daley,and all 

ers of this fine organizationo and 
at are gathered here .for this Congress, 

have been invited and be permitted 
eedings. 

It is a fact that in 955 , I did have the privilege of 
meeting many of you ~ and som time later out here at Humboldt 
Park , I remember again meetin many of you. 

I recall the wonderful op rtunity that I had of becoming 
acquainted, not only w · Charle Rozmarek, but also with his 
very lovely wife. 

(Applause 

Now, ladies and gentlem 
full program. You have had 
had John Gronouski 

(Applause.) 

This distinguished citiz 
every rule that I ever hop 
never like to apeak after e does, bee 
anything that happened a erward se 

you have had a very 
t you n get when you 

Ublic servant violated 
ide by. I told him I 

use he is so good that 
like it shouldn't have 

happened at all. 

Job, I am going to ~~ t lerant this 
time , you let me on fi~,;?"a~ ... ~ n you get up 
good I am. 

time, and next 
and brag on how 
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I also understand that yo 
experience here last eveni ng. 
of the United States decided 
you. I donvt blame him at 11 

have had a rather unique 
gather that the President 

at he just had to visit ""ith 
-- and he picked up that tele-

phone and called you long 

This is indeed a s'ngular honor for all of you and all 
of us for you know that he President found it an honor for 
he, himself~ to be abl o \visit with you -- not in person, 
that , is, by physical e -- a·t least , to visi·t ~'lith you 
by long distance teleph 

Now, ladies and 9 
some remarkso One of t 
for the office of Vice P 
that you have got to hav 

It would really be 
it seems to me , but mayb 
way g tting there. 

· tlemen, I came prepared to give you 
disadvantages of being a candidate 

esident that they always tell you 
it tir i t·ten out. I don~ t. ltnow ~1hy .. 

important after you were elected 0 

have to be more careful on the 

No nation, it ' s fair to say, has a unique claim to 
America -- but I would say that no people have a greater claim 
and can claim greater contributions to our America than those 
who came here from Poland. 

- - --..J(Applause. ) 

America has always been a land of opportunity. That is 
what this country truly stands for , opportunity for people. 
And it was a great Polish patriot~ according to my investi
gation into history, who, over 150 years ago, eloquently stated 
that opportunity in America means for all. 

He was a statesman of great compassion. He was a soldier : 
of cour- ··· and he had received from our government here in the 
United States a large land grant -- a land grant in appreciation 
for or gratitude for his valor in fighting for American freedom. 

And when he returned to his native land, as the books 
tell us, again to fight for the freedom of that fine Poland. he 
leftthis testament with Thomas Jefferson. Let me read it for 
you, lest you may not have remembered these most inspiring 
wordst 

ni, being just on my departure from the United States, 
do hereby declare and direct that , should I make no other 
testamentary disposition of my property in the United states, 
I hereby authorize my friend, Thomas Jeffersonf to employ the 
whole thereof in purchasing Negroes and giving them liberty 
in my name. In giving them an education in trade or otherwise: 
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in having them instructed for their new condition in the duties 
of morality , which may make them good neighbors , husbands and 
wifes: in their duties as citizens, teaching them to be defen
ders of their liberty and of their country ~ of the good order 
of society: and in whatsoever may make them happy and useful: 
and I make the said Thomas Jefferson the executor of this." 

(Applause. ) 

This document I quoted from is on file with Jefferson's 
papers , on file in the Library of Congress. I had hoped to 
even bring it with me, and that papers bears the signature of 
Thaddeus Bonaventura Kosciusko , one of the great Polish libera
tors. 

General Kosciusko was the brilliant leader who walked 160 
years ahead of modern America -- 150 years ahead of Abraham 
Lincoln -- in the cause of extending freedom and opportunity 
for all · Americans. You Americans whose forebears came from 
Poland,--

(Applause. ) 

You Americans whose forebears came from Poland~ you have 
heroes ·i .n your ranks , but none greater than this great states
man and soldier. And his heroism in battle, against big 
armies or against bigoted and tyrannical minds, is both an 
inspiration and a challenge to those of us who follow himo 

I share your pride in him. I have a warm feeling that 
today, we are challenged to make opportunity available to all 
Americans by protecting these great human rights. . ~sciusko 
would be proud that "'e have succeeded in making some forward 
steps in the law of this land on behalf of equal human rightso 

(Applause. ) 

Now, one month a o~ the newest of our nuclear submarines 
was commissioned. It is the Casmir Pulaski, so we honor the 
name of the young Polish nobleman who gave his life to help 
our nation -- to help our nation win its independence, but 
although this ship will ca y inside her more destructive 
power than all of the explo ves used in,· World War II 0 

her purpose is still the def se of liberty, and tbe cause of 
peace across the globeo 

We Americans in this second half of the 20th Century 
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know that we build our power 
without strength and without 
possesses. 

4 

there is no peace 
this mighty nation 

May I just suggest that we must always remember that·. 
America is the land of peace as well as the land of opportunity, 
as well as the land of freedom and peace 11 our preeminen·t cause. 

1964 marks the beginning of the thousand year anniversary 
of the existance of Poland as an independent state and a 
Christian nation. Despite today ~ s conditions of temporary sub
jugation, the fires of liberty have not dimmed in Polish 
hearts: and every person in this room 0 indeed, every person 
that has everread a page of history(} knows that Poland shall 
be free again. 

We trust the Polish people. We understand well their 
bravery, and as President Johnson has said , and I quote him ~ 
11We know the unswerving dedication of the Polish people to the 
goals of liberty, equality and independence. That is why our 
policy is extended to help the Polish people, so that they 
may increasingly help themselves." 

This is why s 
today by Mr. Rozm e 
because we are ~oing 

My friends, Americans are offered a choice this year on 
how best to serve the cause of Poland -- and not only the cause 
of Poland but the cause of all subjugated peoples of all Eastern 
Europe. Here are our choices: 

we can continue to be friends of the people of Poland 
through the tireless, sl~J but good work of building bridges 
of trade and ideas and visitors and humanitarian aid, or we 
can consider the people of Poland sworn enemies of ours 
because they are under communist domination and coldly reject 
the claims ofnourishment and brotherhood. 

We can accept the commitment of the Polish people to 
their long Christian heritage or we can reject the people of 
Poland as a Godless people because the Communists are in con
trol and have betrayed the religious traditions of a thousand 
years. 

Almost exactly four years ago, that gallant warrior in 
the cause of freedom everywhere, John F. Kennedy # spoke to this 
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Congres s here in Chicago, and here is what he said , and if it 
has been repeated to you before, then let me repeat it again 
because it is the stated policy of this government •. a commit
ment of 190 million Americans. Here ' s what he said: 

"our task is to pursue a policy of patiently encouraging 
freedom and carefully pressuring tyranny -- a policy that looks 
toward evolution ~ not revolution -- a policy that depends on 
peace , not war. 

"we must never -- at any summit, in any treaty declaration, 
in our words or even in our minds -- recognize Soviet domination 
of eastern Europe. Poland 0s claim to independence and liberty 
is not based on sentiment or politics. It is deeply rooted in 
history , in culture, and in law -- and no matter what pressures 
the soviet may exer t, we do not intend to see that claim aban
doned . 11 

(Applause. ) 

Then this gallant warrior for freedom said: "we must 
strive to restore the traditional identification which Poland 
and Eastern Europe have had with the European community instead 
of the soviet · · empire ~ for Poland back through the centuries 
has belonged to the European tradition of freedom and national 
independence. It has been a part of European culture, of 
European economy and European history. 11 

I come here today as a United states Senator and as the 
nominee of my party for the second highest office in this land 
to say that this policy stated by John F. Kennedy in 1960 
continues to be the policy of this government and the policy 
to which I am personally committed. 

(Applause. ) 

Let me state a personal point of view. Let me make it 
clear right now that only a political charlatan can talk of 
instant victory over communis~, or instant ''liberation 11 of 
the captive peoples held in communist sugjugation. 

We cannot imitate those of an earlier era who talked 
grandly and glibly of Uliberation " - but when the Hungarian 
rose in heroic revolt, stood mute on the sidelines. 

No 1 the possibility of instand victory;; .my- fellow Ameri
cans , vanished with the coming of the era of instant annihila
tion through nuclear weapons. So we must pursue the more 
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Now , we have encouraged exchanges of students and scholars. 
Through the e~forts ofr p Congressman i n my neighboring state of 
Wisconsin , Congressman Zablocki ~ and myself , the United States 
government has provided more than $10 million for the con
struction of a 300 bed children ~ s hospital and research center 

Krakow. 

Let me just say a word about that. I am co-author of 
this program and proud of ito Ob , I have got nasty letters, 
and some people saying, "Why are you wanting to build a hos
pital in a communist country? " 

I want the people of Poland to have some sort of tangible 
evidence that the people of the United States still love 
children ~ that we are willing to fight disease. 

(Applause. ) 

I want the people of Poland and people everywhere to know 
that even though there may be a regime tha~ puts upon the backs 
of people for the moment a government unwanted, a system un
wanted ~ that we , the people of the United States. have faith 
in freedom and liberty , and we have faith in democracy and 
we are going to have faith in the people that believe in those 
things ~ and I think our policy is paying off. 

The Polish go~rnment itself , the present government, 
has had to repudiate~ollectivization of its farms. 

we 
farm and 

r.A•~.., able to do it through the American family 

of the COI:nml1n:i.)4 
farm. 

single failure in the economic structure 
socialism set-up is their collective state 

good. 

And when you find a people that loves the land, it is 
one of their connections with !vine providencer to love the land 
is a very real way of ng one's spiritual commitments. 

I know there is 
I want to remember --

more to be done. We have only beguno 
remember what John Kennedy 
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said on January 20 11 1961. He said J nLet us begin. 11 And , my 
fellow Americans , the great achievements of his tor y are not 
accomplished overnight. The history tells us the story of 
generations~ of cen·turies , yea -- in this instant 1111e are 
celebrating the thousandth anniversary o f the nation of Poland. 

It ta~es a long time to get things done. 

(Applause.) 

But what is important is to begin, and to begin with 
purpose , and we must continue to open those doors and windm~s 
behind the Iron Curtain and in the Iron curtain and the Polish 
people must never 0 for a single moment u have reason to believe 
that we have forsaken them . 

(Applause.) 

Now ~ there are those that would liketc close those win
dows and some people acuse us of being very imprac.tical. Such 
men seek instant answers to long-range problems. They shout 
at us we are dealing with the enemy , or they shout again 
that we are following a no-win program , but my fellow AmericansQ 
i.;hen · ·St efan Card:i.nal \"lyszynski deals with Gornulka, is he 
engaging in a no-win policy? 

When Pope Paul concludes a diplomatic agreement with the 
Hungarian Communist regime ., as occurred this past week, is he 
capitulating to the atheists? 

To ask these questions is to indicate the absurdity of 
tbe issue. Pope Paul ., ·the Primate of Poland " have as their 
firs·t charge the spiritual welfare of their people and when 
they sit down and even negotiate with the enemy about ito it 
is from an impregnable bastion of conviction which has stood 
for almost 2 q000 years . 

(Applause.) 

And let me say it is Gomulka who runs the risk when he 
deals with such a great force for good. 

(Applause .. ) 

2,000 years of Christianity and tbe Catholic Church will 
survive two decades of communism and dictatorsbip any day. 

so~ I say it is the Communists , not we ~ whose power is 
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being eaten away by the corrosive )~pact and erosive impact of 
freedom. The Communist power weakens by .·the knowledge among 
their people that the United States looks upon the people of 
Eastern Europe , not as enemies but as friends _ who have tem
porarily been denied the right to assert the~.r liberty and their 
freedom and their common dedication to the liberty of mankind. 

Now , ~he extremists may cry that extending food to hungry 
people behind the Iron Curtain will aid the Communists, and I 
have heard this from the opposition in this campaign, but the 
people who receive this food know it ' s American in origin. 

They don 9t thank their Communist bosses. They thank 
Almighty God and the people of the United States. 

(Applause. ) 

Having provided this life-giving substance of hope, the 
Democratic party under President Johnson will not turn its back ~ 
and as President Johnson has said, and he follows within the 
policy guidelines of our late President Kennedy , the objective 
of the United States is and will continue to be to seek freedomes 
re·turn to policy. 

(Applause. ) 

We know the years of darkness have not extinguished the 
light of freedom in Poland and the masters of darkness know it, 
too. Soviet leaders in the Kremlin do, indeed, know just this. 
The nations of Eastern Europeq •no longer willing satellites 
as they were, compelled Mr. Kruschchev to lengthen their 
leashes; as he has been forced to admit , nThey are getting too 
big to spank." 

Soon, they will be too strong to chain and that will be 
the day. 

Now, the process may not be swift, and I know there are 
many•that are· im1~tient , but in these grave matters of world 
affairs in the nuclear age, impatience can be side by side 
with annihilation. 

What we need is persevering patience, what we need is to 
be stong and resolute without being arrogant and belligerent: 
what we need is to be firm without being bellicose, and patience 
with purpose 1 persevering patienceo 

The program of purpose -- this is the formula for freedom 
in our time. 
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in our time. 

(Applause. ) 

Now~ ladies and gentlemen, I 1tnow that you have been kept 
here a long time. I al l just say a few words about one develop
ment in recent weeks that has been disturbing to me. 

I was shocked, yes, shocked to hear Senator Goldwater's 
running mate -- whose ancestral boat presumably came in only 
a few lengths behind the Mayflower -- recently condemn the 
Johnson Administration ~ s proposal to revise the immigration 

laws. I know a little something about this because I have been 
at this work 16 years in the United States Senate. 

He says that he opposes opening the floodgates -- but what 
an incredible distortion what is really at issue is not the 
floodgates at all. What is at issue is nfair-gates 11 

-- just 
being fair o 

(Applauseo) 

Gates which are fair and which do not open only at the 
knock of ·the Anglo-Saxon hand. The Johnson proPOsal , which is 
similar to the proposal made earlier by John F. Kennedy and 
myself when we served in tht~ Senate and I was Stm.c:rtor KennE;dy 1 s 
co-sponsor on this same legislation c we worked at it~ for years. 

It is designed to end the stigma which was imposed back 
in 1924 in the Republican Administration of that timeo that 
insulting statutory endorsement of the principle that Poles 
and Italians and Eastern Europeans and non-Europeans somehow 
belong to inferior breeds and that is what the Act literally 
said. 

The Immigration Bill, which President Kennedy sent to 
Congress shortly before his tragic death, opens no floodgates. 
But it would correct this burning inequity and a disgraceful 
discrimination against peoples. It would end the quota system 
which sought to maintain a mythical racial and ethnic purity. 

In its 1960 platform, the Republican party pledged to do 
something about this because there are many Republicans in 
the Senate and in the House that agree with us, but the Senator 
Goldwater platform of 1964 purged this concession to decency 
and now the temporary Republican leadership has added insult 

,of disdain to the injury of neglect. 

On Wednesday of this week, Senator Goldwater's hand-
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picked Chairman, Mr. Dean Bu~r, welcomes Mr. Strom Thurmond 
of South Carolina to the Goldw ter party with this statement: 
tiThe Democratic party has forsa n the people to become a party 
of minority groups." 

What would your grandfather have said of all of this? 
Most'· of ; us are the chll dren of immigrants~ and am I in the 
minority group . if you lease? You well recall, I am sure, 
that your grandfather o great-grandfather belonged to this 
courageous group of peop e , men and women 3 in Eastern Europe 
who dared to pull up thei roots and move their families -
often with no worldly good at all -- in search of justice 
and liberty in another land. 

They fled from tyranny, and they were welcomed to these 
shores ~ and in one of the grea tides of ~igrationc invigorated 
our country in the middle of th 19th Century and early 20th 
Century, like my old grandfather and my old mother , and those 
many other millions of Americans. 

And I resent a tax upon immigrants. 

(Applause. ) 

But I will tell you this in nishment and wonder. 
Your grandfather could not come America under our present 
immigration laws. Your grand her could not come to America 
under the legislation that rry Goldwater supports. Your 
grandfather would have fo d our gates barred to him and his 
family and barred by t e who share the views of Mr .Goldwater 
on this subject of ~·gration. 

And what would your grand£ her have done? He would have 
had to remain in the Communist ate in Eastern Europe, hoping 
and yearning for the light and air of liberty, his eyes turned 
toward America in quest of fr endsbip ~nd reassurance. Yet, 
what would be have found if erica hadbeen ruled by the phil
osophy and ~ the attitude xpressed by tbe Senator from 
Arizona in his recent comm nts? 

I'll tell you what he woul have found. Senator Goldwater 
has made it clear what he would found -- a closing of the 
windows that we have opened to life and air to the people 
of Eastern Europe , and an end o our programs of educational 
and cultural exchange, an end to our food for peace program, 
which is literally the diffe nee between life and death to 
hundreds and thousands of p ple in Eastern Europe, an end to 
our information program so at same people in Eastern Europe 
can know what America isi a is -- and not as the Communists' 
propagandists tell them tha is. 
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I 
And your grandfather would have had to suffer in dark-

ness because of these antiquated, because of these evil policies, 
and that is what they are. 

Now" Presiden·t Johnson has stated the ·truly American 
position on this question pf immigration and the President 
before him stated it eloquently. Here 1s what Presiden~ Johnson 
bas said: 

11 In establishing preferences, a nation built by itnmigr~nts 
of all lands can ask those who seek admissiont vwhat can you 
do for our country? 1 But we should not be askingl tin what 
country were you born? ~ 11 

(Applause. } 

Ob, my dear friendsc let us be proud of this gxeat . sym-
~ phony· of people that are yours. No nation on the face of' the 

earth has the vitality, has the creativeness, has the strength 
of this mighty nation, and many nations have more lands c many 
nations have more resources. Why is it 3 then, that we are 
so blessed? 

I think it is because we have had faith in people. We have 
placed our faith in God: We placed our faith in people and we 
have placed our trust in a government 11of the people 6 by the 
people and for the people. 11 

(Applause. ) 

We are proud of this greatness and these many blessings, 
but we can do even better things. 

I think we are on the threshold of more progress b¥ the 
end of this century than ever has been achieved in any century. 

The comforts of many will be extended to all. Our people, 
who are living longer, will also be able to live in dignity 
and health."., Our cities that have grown big and vigorously 
will come to know beauty. 

A great society: a just society, is possible for America 0 
in ~bich every man will have the opportunity to provide a decent 
life for himself and his family, regardless of his face or his 
creed or his nationality. 

We need leadership. 
match our potentialities. 

We need leadership with vision to 
We need a President who beals the 
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divisions between peoples, who seeks not to divide but to 
unite , who seeks to make this mAmerica of one people, a people 
of the United States of America, one people with our different 
culture , our different origin , but with a common purpose. 

{Applause.) 

Yes, we need a President who heals the divisions between 
people at home and abroad, and who will help put salt in people's 
bread , and not pour it onto their wounds. 

By the grace of God , we have such leadership in America, 
and may I say , as I said just awhile ago out here on the 
streets of this city , by the good judgment of our late and 
beloved President , who made such a wonderful President, by the 
judgment of John Kennedy who selected his Vice President in 
Los Angeles in 1961, we have today leadership in American 
with vision, and I suggest that we continue with Lyndon B. 
Johnson . 

Thank you very much . 

(Applause.) 

(End.) 
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