
New York • lew Yco.-k 

January 27. l96.S 

It :te a pr.tivUege f• me to jo.tn with you ~ honor

ins a sre•t JDIIIl of our tW. h'ime ~ Jawlhal'lal 

Nehru. 

The opCling of th1a exhibit in the Uilited bates 

would have the app~al of the roan we are hOnar!Jlg tonight. -

twenty five yeu. ego. in April 1940. he wt-o of America 

that 11\0re .m mor. of India' a thoughts Wln'tt at'twl8d to 

"this grqt democratic country 14\lhich nens almOst e:lone 

to kep the t'OI'oh of d.erno&>atic freedcm iil1ght in a \I?Orld 
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givEn over to v1olenoe and gression end opportunism 

of the worst kind. ' 

In the past twenty five ~ars Amari - 's thoughts 

have turned l110t"e and more f:o India and to the man Who did 

on the vast ~ontinent of Asia. 

Jfllt now Nehru .is gone. the eulogiee have been read. 

The editoriale he been written. Hia ~&.thea til'& noto1 a 

part of the wates and the aoil of India., thtl l nd to which 

e 17ave himsel£ W1&par~y. 

For this amdienoe -- which includes eo ~ Of his 

frieUdct and eoll~s -- I need not dwell ~ h.i8 achieve

ments. You know then better than I. In the United tates 

he was and is widely esteemed u the ~ge Wellington of 

country ...... the man who gulAed his nation ~h its 

difficult founding yars. In these fotW~tive ye&l'$ he won 
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~t admil'at10n a.nd re~t beeauM he led 1n freedcla 

~ left • work~ 4eraocrcy. an ~ tOJ" th c:OIW!IIii\11;)1 

of 1'tiiW ~ nati~ to fellow. lAng befOJ-e he 

bee.,. Prjn'le Mf.ni.-tel' he wrote 'that the of a nation' a 

heri'tage is the 1dn4 of ~•adeH to Whioh i't ~ven l.te 

.Ut~gianee. In h1a own lifetime he deaonatrated pnce 

qain the aac.iAnt 1:Wth ·that in govun.f.ng a natiOn -

~ 118\tl 01' old - polJ.tioal leacJ.ereh1p 1a moet 

jmportant of &1.1. H• tuOCaeded in mol~ • nat.lon o:f 

~tiriental propord..onj t f# Yat'Hd lS.qpJ.iatje ·end · , 

rel.f.giout paupa ·- l.lt the fW· of fGiftlidabl• ~ 

ob tacl•· 

he l'IDt cmly }.OQI(jii!Cl 

1t1wal'4 to tht bl Of ~ CIID\Vlt;r:i)' -- but O'l.l't:WUd to 'tbt 

pa-obl of tb4l .. ld. ln pl.ey$.ng • 'WOI'l4 I'Ole. bj cl1artjd 

• ee of 1)01'looo~ £ IQd1a ~ Bah IIJd. Wut. 



-tJ.-

ThOUgb the paths of non-4llignDent can sonetln\ee lead: ~ 

pitf.Ue. 

of prGBerving t"reedam. 

In playing world role, Pr.ime Minia:;er Nehru 

always ll'tUChed special i.mportance to the Ullitqd Nations ...... 

and it a esp~ially fittJ..rlg that this exhibit he opcmed: 

in New York, thtt eeat of the United Nations -- and in the 

y•ar 1965, Internatlonal ~ation Year. 

the International CQOperation Yeer I might t-am1nd you 

wa first propoeed lJy Prime Minister Nehru to the lit Ge!a'lll 

Asdmbly in 1961. 

tmder hiS leaderahip India eetehl.Sshed itftlf as a 

fniU-or ~c:e in the On1t.ed Nat;tone. When the hi&tf)l'y · of OlU' 

tJme$ i& final.ly written, 'the l'Dl« pl-ayed by lndian loroee 

in United Natioll* peaoe-keeptllg Operations -- 1n t:he Congo, 

Gaza. Cyp;t'US t l(orea and e.UM~whc~e -- Will merit ~ecial 

QOJm'lfmdat:J.on. 
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&14ath: "fw to long we had oaunted on hia .1nfluenoe for 

good ••• n The ~:loci of hie influence waa long; it 

included the ~ Of four of qur Preaidents: Lyndo:tt B. 

Johl'I*On, John f. Ktmne4Y. Dwight D. l.iaerihower aud ~ 

s.~. 

Bach of tbbe PMaidenta kneW h.fm well and two of 

tilen visited h:1m in New Delhi -- Preeidan't Johnson :1n 

1.961 wh.Ue VJee Pr aident Cid President ~ in 

nst. *· Nehru lleldde8 his 1949 visit with ~eJ.dellt 

~. c· .to Washington in 1956 to meet PH~ 

Eiae.nboWer and airi iri lt&l to tall< w.ttn .Jolul r. ~. 

l'lull'e .a a allarming pltotogn.ph • WUoh n-.v be 1n thie 

Uhlbit, of the P:r* ~~ ~ ~mn-J.n..tP.G with 

MN. ~ on :the Whi~ JlOwMt leln. tt wu • Short 

W. lB that J~ ~ made the tourneY to 
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1939: 

and tf we do not keep pace with them w ~ish. 
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