
ISRAEL BONDS 

~We meet tonight to honor the men and women who have 

contributed 

In the short period 

have helped transform an arid and barren land into an amazing 

beehive of progress and development. 

z The more than 1 ~00,000 subscribers to Israel Bonds 

have shared in an enterprise of truly historic significance ....,. 

for the survival of the Jewish peoplea They have helped 

provide the pioneers of Israel with the tools to rebuild 

their homeland in peace and understanding. 

construct a 

Israel Bonds have helped finance the 

industry. They have helped in the irrigation and reclamation 

of desert areas through a nationwide irrigation system. They 

have also aided in the construction of housing for immigrants, 

and the exploitation of the great mineral resources of the ~~ 

(j) ~ a.tt'~~O:~ -a~ 
• 
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~ The many subscribers to Israel Bonds have demonstrated 

their faith in the ability of mankind to construct a just, 

prosperous and compassionate society. 

' 

which He laced Man. As Go had many oppo reate 

different kinds of worlds, o do men have 0-

sophies a d ideologies -- d fferent -- of what ur 

own world should be. But t e American tra •tion and th 

tradition of Israel have al ays agreed, not only on the 

possibili of building a S ciety which men might call G eat, 

hical foundatio s on 

~e social and ethical principles which are the core of 

.J..;..J ~~~UI~ our .b~n heritage) 

(Jr.~~~-
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f/nP~~~ 
~as set before the people of America the following 

~~~~ 
list of priority items 11 --~ v Ll,• S +-

/. -- We must secure civil rights for all our citizens.~ 
~· W..,..uu;: ~~-a;._., ..... ~~~ -k&.c,c,v~~CA(_, 

very. 

--We must destroy poverty. There may always be a lower 

third or a lower fifth on the vertical scale of some impersonal - -
computer -- but one-third or one-fifth of our people should 

never live below the level of decency. People are not 

~-~~~ 
statistics. They are human beings. , A ~ A .. - ~~·~~. 

L. Our economy must grow in all parts of the country. 

It must develop in the great heartland between the Alleghenies 
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and the Rockies as well as on the crowded shores of our 

sea coasts and the Great Lakes. 

more joN iiBSJ U ili&SL methlil boom + ptqpg s not ~Q§t tqwgs ; 

build gem fa8@er ice' Jll81! r8t!i:l!'8 idle plants.. 

~ -- Old age should be welcomed with serenity and lived" ~ 
in dignity. The ills and infirmities of old age are not a ~~ 
fault, not a shame. But the shame and the fault will be 

ours if we leave the elderly in neglect -- unwanted, and 

uncared for, living from day to day, hand-to-mouth, in some 

lonely rooming house, dreading the day when illness will rob 

them of both their money and their dignity. 

~--We must make education, which has become a necessity 

for all, a reality for all , And we must make sure that 

education is not just an interlude of leisure for youth 

but is a challenge that prepares them for the joy and 

experience of living. 

( 
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~ 1-- We mus~ rebuild our cities, revitalize our rural 
• 

..~&r·l..rt 
And now more than ever we must conserve our natura 

A 

resources. The press of population and industrialization 

The days when peace can be used as just another propagan~ 

word are gone. The harsh conditions of a new age demand 

action, not mere lip 



L The Bible asks, "Have we not one Father? Hath not one 

God created all of us?" 

~ It is this belief in the essential dignity and equality 

of all men in the sight of God that underlies Presi~~ 

• t• $'jg 

'h± 5 b d 

•• ... ti .. J . 
of the 

Presiden 

have sup 

society. 

If we sustain this belief in the essential dignity and 

equality of all men, we can make our moment in history one of 
~· 

honor and glory. 

~We can make a mark upon our society and upon our age 

worthy of our common herita~·• 
-4 -
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engineering as lfell as 

pilgrimage. ~ut to~· that phrase has acquired ~aa~~ingJ »Today Israel 

has many pilgrims, but their mission is one of learning the ways of scientific 

and technical development, of learning how an oppressed people returned to their 

ancestral home and how through superhuman faith and courage, they built a nation 

with farm settlements and schools and laboratories and universities and electric 

power stations and irrigation systems and harbors and factories and libraries . 

All of these things they did to establish a land of freedom in keeping with their 

traditions of liberty and social justice. 

The program of the Israel Bond Organization in enlisting individual 

Americans as investors in the development of Israel may be compared to the program 

of our Government in extending assistance to new and underdeveloped countries in 

various parts of the world. Americans feel a sense of pride and accomplishment 

for having shared in bringing the State of Israel into being . Israel has put 

American governmental support and economic aid to highly productive use . Israel ' s 

impressive progress offers an outstanding example of the effort to reinforce the 

spirit and vitality of democracy in every corner of the free wor~-----------------------

In an interdependent world, the success of a small country that has 

overcome many serious problems and difficulties can have considerable importance 

far beyond its borders . 



into existence since the State of Israel was 

receiving some form of technical assistance from Israel8 ~fuether on 

continent or in some parts of Latin America, 

medical specialists or engineers are helping the inhabitants solve problems of 

agricultural development , health and economic growth. This army of trained and 

skilled personnel that has come out of Israel uses the weapons of human progress 

and social welfare and strong~ resembles our own Peace Corps . 

The world is made up of big countries like ours and small nations like 

Israel. There are ~t countries and gcf;lf~~ and have-not countries . 

Today the United States is embarked on a dual program to build the Great Society 

at home and to promote the well-being and prosperity of less fortunate countries 

in order to promote the peace of the world . 

_. ~The question frequently comes up~ Is there anything that the smaller 

nations can do to share in this program? 

Israel has already taken an important step toward providing an 3 
that challenges the notion that only the big powers can play a decisiv~ answer 

role in shaping the future . 

the project for the use of nuclear energy in the 

effort with Israel . This project is now in the planning stage and a feasibility 

study is engaging the talents of a joint committee of American and Israeli 

technicians . It is an undertaking which provides a good example of close 
• -

partnership for progress between the United States and little Israel . It also 

offers to the rest of the world another demonstration of our concern for the 

peaceful use of atomic energy for the welfare not only of both countries, but for 

all of mankind. 

-
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~he realization - -.. 
of this historic enterprise in supplying a new and 

plentiful source of water and power would go a long way toward eliminating 

poverty and hunger in a world whose food supply must keep pace with the population 

explosion. 

~ntil this progr am is realized much work r emains to be done in 

pioneering and development in Israel. There is one half of Israel that is as 

fully developed as any part of these United St ates. But t here is another half 

that still has the primitive aspect and emptiness of the days of the Exodus. 

It is the task of the Israel Bond program to help convert its desert and 

areas into populated and prosperous settlements. To this end Israel has .,_ __ _ 
on a five-year plan of industrialization, which envisions the 

of new industries in the less developed areas of the country, primarily 

he Negev and the Central Galilee. The aim of this plan is to enable Israel to 

sorb an expected population increase of 500,000 by 1970, at least two-thirds of 

hom must be settled away from the fully populated urban centers. 

As part of the industrial development of various parts of the Negev 

region, a new deepwater port is now nearing completion at Ashdod as an outlet for 

its products. The Ashdod port, located on the Mediterranean south of Tel Aviv, 

is scheduled to be completed at the end of t his year and will also serve 

Jerusalem and its environs. 

The Israel Bond Organization has helped pave the road to economic 

self-reliance for the people of Israel. In playing a role of major importance in 

Israel's progress, the more than 1,500,000 subscribers to Israel Bonds have shared 

in an enterprise of historic si gnificance for the survival of the Jewish people 

and of the spirit of human freedom and di gnity to which it is dedicated. 
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and the Jloelde a well u on th crowded .ttores of' our 

ea coasta and the Great Lakes. 
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build new factories . not retire idle plants . 
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( Remarks by 
fA~'~:~.~ 
the Vice President 

Degree on Receiving Honorary Doctor of Laws 

~~ ~wish Theological Semina~ 
i~ • Miami Beach. Florida • 

'W'"""IMINfl 
(j~ 

L.. When Finkelst~ote me 

/ 

to associate some of m own efforts as 

/ 

~~~ -

could not/have paid er compliment -- or struck a 

more responsive cho 

L. I have long b_gljev.sd4hcat ~~ be-st...WQ been able 

,::create ;i.u :tllis:£ount+r~ost enduring aspects of 

-=. ~~~0/~ 
our accomplishmentsV:: the noblest aspects of our aspirations 

bearj a striking kinship to the vision of the Prophets of 

ancient Israel, 
• 
~There is an old Hebrew legend that God created many 

worlds before He was finally satisfied with the one~n 
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which ~laced Man.~As God had many opportunities to 

create differentkinds of world~ so do men have different 

philosophies and ideologies -- different visions -- of what 

our own world should be. ~ut the American tradition and 

the Hebraic tradition have always agreed, not only on the 

possibility of building a Society which men might call Great1 - - -, ,..,...,.._ 
bu) also on the ~al and ethical foundations ~ which that 

Society must rest. To a remarkable degre~ that similarity -
that common vision -- can be traced to the teachings of the 

Prophets. 

~The Prophets articulated the belief that, for an 

individual to nknown ~~ his own life must exemplify those 

qualities which God himself exemplifies -- ~~God is -
# merciful, so must man be compassionate --~ as God is 

just, so must man deal justly with his neighbors -- ~ as __, 

God is slow to anger, so must man be tolerant of others. 

~ For a man, so too for a nation: This Nation's domestic 



• 

-3-

and foreign policy rests, as surely as does your ancient 

religion, upon the moral and practical imperatives of mercy, ...... 
justice and tolerance. -
,('The :roph~ts taught us that the rights a citizen enjoys 

do not come from the hand of the Stat:/ but from the hand of 

God -- and that a State must not seek to substitute its will 

for that of God, as God's will is revealed to the hearts 

and minds of its citizens . 

society can survive which 

does not recognize the supremacy of moral law t ~nd it was 

the people to whom God gave the Ten Commandments on Mount 

L !f.LAA. 6•..-...t.t~lL:I···~···· Db" .... 
Sinai,~have faithfully reminded a forgetful world that a -
government of laws, not of men, provides the surest road to 

peace and tranquility for all peoples. 

~The Prophets believed that, as a Child of God, each 

man has inherent worth, and infinite potentialities for 

moral growth -- that the nrighteous of all nations are 
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worthy of immortality". The Bible asks, "Have we not one 

Father? Hath not one God created all of us?" 

L:..l'fhe "self-evident" truth that all men are created equal 

was not really self-evident at the time the Founders of this 

- I * 
Nation recorded that ~ief -- nor} . indeed, has it ever been 

self-evident at any time in the history of mankind. 

~ But that belief in the equality of all men in the sight 

of God has been a truth fundamental to~religion over 

the ages. That democratic impulse in Jewish history is, 

really, "where Judaism differed" -- and where America differed . 

~ So it is that our Nation and your religion must share outrage 

at unequal treatment of equal human beings. 

A As President Lyndon Johnson has observed, "When any 

citizen denies his fellow, saying 'His color is not~ine' or 

'His beliefs are strange and different' -- in that moment he 

betrays America though his forbears created this Nation." 
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The Prophets taught us that, in a sense, each man is 
-=== 

responsible for every other man. The Prophets first gave 

us that urge toward social justice which has long charac-

terized your faith -- and has long been one of the most -
ennobling aspects of the American experience • - ...... 
~The Prophets came forth as advocates for the poor and 

oppressed, and became the first leaders in social reform' 

admonishing your ancestors , "Justice, justice shalt thou 

pursue. "~And thus this Nation, like your own faith, is 

determined that man, being ~ade "but little lower than the 
~ 

angels" must not be degraded or defiled, but rather must be 
tr -

treated as what he is -- the handiwork of a Divine Creator • -
~The Prophets taught us to respond to the ancient command 

of Deuteronomy: 11The poor shall never cease out of the land; 

therefore, I command thee saying 'Thou shalt surely open thy 

hand onto the poor and needy brother in thy land. ' 11 The 

Hebraic tradition teaches that 11Blessed is he that considereth -
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the poor; the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble." 

~ It hardly seems accidental that there is no ~ew 

word for charity. As I understand it, the same term which -
is sometimes used for charity is used interchangeably for -

II 
justice and kindness -- and, indeed, for righteousness itself• --1 And it is significant that "good deeds'} those deeds which 

stem from the heart, were not to be directed solely at one ' s 

co-religionists. Your forbears were told that "We are required 

to feed the poor of the Gentile as well as our Jewish brethren• n 

~ The Jewish social outlook resulted in the development 

of distinctive institutions and arrangements to help the 

poor become self-supporting rather than to subsist on charity --~ ~ 

the same conviction which characterizes the President's War 

on Poverty -- who knew at first hand the devastating -..1 -

effects of growing up in ghettoes, in homes broken by war or -by~o~- gave special emphasis to the age-old sanctifi-

- ~ /l . 
cation of home and family. And surely there can be no f1ner 
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precedent, no finer model for aid to the needy in foreign 

lands than the private programs which the American Jewish 

community has conducted so fervently and so successfully 

over the years. 

"'!!his Aamiflistl'aUon arrl ~s generation ~~ come to 

recognize that without education there can be no social 

progress.~This recognition also finds an echo in the fierce 

love of learning inculcated in your ancestors by the Rabbis 

of old, who were fond of saying that the entire world is 

f pais:? on the breath of school children~~To e~urage 

learning, they gave youngsters4honey cakes shaped in the 

letters of the alphabet to associate learning with sweetness ~ 

L~r 
- -

children and our children's children will .-..-.-... Zlli:PI:I4 - ti..t...'t ~ •·"<~ ~ 'i (.,...,_ 
have reason to be grateful fer a Presi~ be-

lievef that "Wisdom is the principal thing" -- in the 

~5 
America of the l~'& as in the Palestine of ancient days. 
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L Man's oldest d~rn and ~an';: newe':.t 
4
hop!' is that of 

peace -- a world in which "nation shall not lift up sword ---
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore . ' 

L Isaiah said, "Corne now and let us reason together," and 

the sages reminded us "How good and how pleasant it is for ... 
brethren to dwell together in unity • " 

~ This age-old hope, this vision of the Prophets, finds 

its most ardent response and its most determined support in 

Jk 
the America of the 20th century. "WD:' greeting "Shalom" 

means not only "peace", but also implies a certain completen. ss - .. 
~ 

and sense ·of well-being _. We if believe that a lasting peace 

must be secured before man may expect to pursue his fondest 

hopes and aspirations. 
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So we share much, your ancient faith and our young 

Nation. We share a belief in the fatherhood of God and the 

brotherhood of man -- a dedication to the supremacy of law --

a moral commitment to social justice and equality of 

opportunity -- a belief that mankind's best hope lies in -
education, and a knowledge that God's~most precious gift is 

the gift of peace. 

~~~ .... ~ JUJi1tj -p~,~ 
:Usnn month, when you celebrate the Feast of Purim, you 

will be retelling a tale which is woven with many of these -
common threads: 

~ -- the right of a man or a people to choose to be 

different, as did Mordecai and his people; 

~ -- the obligation of one who is safe and secure, as 

was Esther, to risk that safety for those less fortunate; 

-- the refusal to bow before evil, even if that evil 

#iv~ ~..;__ 
has -- as did Hamiln -- the iMfJrin:ll1iw.r of the state; 

-- and the centrality of the family and the social 
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responsibility of the individual to those in need of help. 

~ It is a thoroughly Jewish holiday -- but Americans of 

all faiths might usefully reflect upon its meaning to this 

nation in these difficult and challenging times. 

We live today in an America richer, stronger, more secure, - .. 
more hopeful than any nation in all the history of men, Surely, 

this is a land of milk and honey to rival the Promised Land --
of the Old Testament 0~he American Jewish community, like 

America itself, has learned to live with a set of delicate 

balances as important to our society's structure as the 

balances of nature are to the creatures of God. 

~ We have learned that in div!:s!;y there can be unity, As 

the President said, nThroughout the veins of~erica flows 

the blood of all mankind" -- and Jews, like people of all 

religions and all races, have made their special contribution 

to the America of yesterday and today. 
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~ We have learned that unquestioned, unqualified loyalty to 

this country is wholly consistent with strong spiritual 

and emotional ties to Israel •• 

~We have learned that organized religion can have 

47~ -
~ne ~~~·-4. we hav.e. earned thM--

/...But 20th century America is today faced with ., historic 

America is to 

survive 

t:tte Amppj ear liH!iiR !!ild!ttltHilj a if oat A§ • 

pePn PHS as H:aw1111 HAiiR !Sea fauil: jp li'p aiR 1 i IR'!Hi siN en or 

a geopl e 

~Can we in America maintain a course of moderation and 



unity without becoming~hat 

"captives of a comfortable consensus"? --- , 
' 

/11....:1..-~m:::::ican Jew continue to "assimilate" without A;L.U ~ 

11.t-~risking an atrophy of those qualities of heart and mind 

~ which were the genesis of the distinctive Jewish contri-

bution to the American experience? 

~Can America stand prosperity as it has stood adversity? 

Can tlE American Jew -- no longer spurred onward by the 

chaos of the ghetto, :,;~tio:o.~t-X~~ 
••• ••srsr sf '' 2 g M --maintain the remarkable pace of 

his drive toward a more just, prosperous and~ 
~?, Will he continue to speak out for liberal, 

humanitarian, progressive causes, as he has so often in the 

past -- or will he value his new-found acceptance above his 

age-old duty? 

No man can give us th answers to these questions. WE 

have no cloud by day, no pillar of fire by night, to lead 
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us to our Promised Land. We have only the precepts of our 

// 
own hearts -- the precepts of the Prophets, of the Judaeo-

Christian tradition and heritage. 

A thousand years in God's sight are but as yesterday, 

as a watch in the night. We are companions together on this 

earth for but a fleeting moment. But I believe that if we 

hold fast to those precepts we can make our moment one of 
I 

glory. We can make a mark upon our society and upon our -
age which is worthy of that common heritage -- and worthy __.. 

in the~sight of the Lord. ~ 

In that spirit, in that determination, and in that 

confidence, I gratefully accept your honor. 

*** 
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