
on Returned Peace Corps Volunteers. 

As one of the Senators who worked with President 

John F. Kennedy to pass the first Peace Corps bill in 1961, 

~ t" 9-"''"'~ f 1 . "d d 

/thaMsgivi~.~s mee ~~1 ;~·~;~~ 
/J ~ ~ L I am ~ee so many hundreds of Volunteers 

~~~~1~ 
~~ ontinuing to demonstrate their concern and involvement 
~/ 

in the work of the Peace Corps and in the task of 

eliminating inequality of opportunity wherever it occurs 

from this Conference -- and we are confident that the 

fallout will invigorate .... 
public institutions. 

~ I am proud of your manifold accomplishments in 

of human dignity, freedom and opportunity, and 
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your labors for a more peaceful world1 I know the great 
_ _ .,..m...,·· -=-.=• • = m m 

sacrifices you have made in the service of others, but I 

also know of the great personal benefits you have received 

from such service. {( 

~And I ~t~a~ul that within America we have 

witnessed a rebirth of what John Adams called "the spirit 
~··N~ 

of public happiness." It was this spirit, said Adams, 
.._ zs=x 7 srrax 

that possessed the American colonists and won the 
= ·-= ==-

Revolution even before it was fought.~It is a spirit 

which delights in participation, in public discussion and 

public action -- a spirit of joy in citizenship, self-
.- 4 - c::=r=::=r=r==="' ====-

government, self-discipline and in dedication. 

Your presence here this evening -- and the continuing 

work of thousands of Peace Corps Volunteers serving in 46 
~ 

foreign lands -- surely testify most eloquently to this 

-
rebirth of the spirit of public happiness in America. 

\ ;d:::= .:.:::=•===·- "'"::;*::::~·~ 
~You have, in short, demonstrated to all the world 
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•' 

the vitality ~t~~n; eternal truth: 
_,,. 

/"~ 
~-

~on to service 
t~u~-trb 

beyon re self-servic~ 

/'../' 
, given of yourselves ~~t=hat others 

~ 
have, in 

live and live ~ntly. 

~ President Johnson served as Chairman of the 

National Advisory Council of the Peace Corps for three 

and a half years. When he asked me on January 26 to 

replace him as Chairman of this Council, he said, I/The 

Great Society requires first of all Great Citizens, and 

the Peace Corps is a world-wide training school for 
-=:;;:-~ 

Great Citizens.n 
-.tt='t"'*<""'*""'""'-e· e~ ___ ,. .... .,.,...._...,., -

This sentence sums up our theme for this Conference 

and our faith in tne contributions you will continue to 

make in building the Great Society. 

Right now, 3,000 Volunteers are home. By 1970, 

$1)••·· 
50 000 will be back. It is not flattery, bat a fact that 

:z. 

you are the kind who can make a difference in building a 

{ 

< 
( 

I~ 71) --
S/{m 



-4-

better America and a better world. 

I_ As Volunteers, you discovered your collective-~ 

efforts could make a difference in the lives of people. -=- . 
You learned -- and have helped others to learn that --
individual burdens can be lifted if national burdens can -
~:::/I And I know that 50,000 returned Volunteers -
will have a profound ef~on A~? _ s~f~~~"- '1 

_. .. ~-·. ·" ~- - . ' ' (J A Peace ~s officials tell me that many Volunteers 

are exper·encing certain problems of readjustment to 

American life -. 

~ Some Volunteers -- eager to give of themselves and 

their talents in grappling with our domestic problems --

find themselves hemmed in and frustrated by rigid 
W t' 'ft "'ri-

institutional proceduces, seeming irrelevancies of academic 

course work, or the apparent indifference of friends and - ·a rmz·r ~ • ftf#ftftiW\ 1 re ¥ 1 1 1 b?r 1 e 'hi rtrt«CefNIIO 

acquaintances. 

Having been abroad and having seen America from a 
~ 

J 
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variety of new perspectives, you return with a better 
en ctttxaticar ·· H_ , ... o · -· ·-"-· uc lbrts r 

understanding of both the strengths and weakness of our 

land .)You ~w there is so much to be don; . i~ ~e world 

and in this country --d :ou are impat e:-:::hose - . .. --
- o• •• •• ~ -

who lack your experience, your enthusiasm or your insight. 
-- .. ' I' - ---- -------

~Frustration, disillusionment, and even despair --

these are feelings expermenced only by persons who also 

know the meaning of dedication, commitment and self-

:cri::!ce .~~er ::h:~ ~: Pea:· ::ps Vol~~e:s, you 

learned to experience and endure big frustrations and 

rejoice over small successes. ~ou never doubted for a t..:. -- __. 
moment that your work mattered, that it made a difference, 

that you were leaving the world a little better -- a 

~~-~ 
L..Ard so ~ou must never doubt this fact: we need1 rl..J...I 

little happier -- a little more humane • 
• 

• $~ • ~--

desperately your vision, your experience, your courage 
• -

and your commitment in the many urgent tasks which confront 
nr-x::r=em=m .,.,.. ... ,'G..,..,..!Q ._ 
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this land and people. 

~' Permit me to suggest some of the specific areas 

where former Volunteers are most urgently needed~ ~4J , 
_. c ~· u 2' g=> ... ?7 5 -r- '- •p cnr:= -- I am of the crucial role 

discrimination 
_. m or - --

citizen of the world, Eleanor Roosevelt, 

who in a way could be considered the first and most .... .. 
wrote just before her ~uccessful Peace Corps Voluntee~ 

death:---(Anyon;. wh? believe~ ~at in ~e.:y !_l.':.mru.:. 

being there is a spark of the divine, that he is not .. 2 1 t? 5Jt a 07 czzac · rtxrxw em._.. 
t wx n rr· r · > • -- p;,.. -xTl"P 

merely an animal, must believe that to enable him to -- %C... C '0 Zl Jttt • a 1 .... 

develop his potentialities to the maximum is the highest 

------------------------------------------------
purpose his government can fulfill." 

I' •W ·•e 'N ti RV&Meaw if;'" >Ct*'"i'""' ':ZCO ~C"tlfeett! """???' ft ~ 
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"To enable him to develop his potentialities to .. --- -..... 
the maximum." As simple as that. Not to guarantee him 

success or happiness -- but to give him a fair chance to - -· 
achieve these ends. 

In 1964, this nation took two historic steps toward 
wu -

the elimination of barriers towards self-fulfillment. In 
• D . . '7'-' .. 

the eivil Rights Act, we strengthened the Constitutional 
--- - c:<;...----

rig~s of all our people to equality of opportunity.~And ~~ 
___:!!!; 

~4-G 
in the Economic Opportunity Act, we opened the first 

'ft It 4.,., 

~ millions of families trapped in the quagmire of want, --
~ Buj ultimate success will take more than laws or 

sanctions or dollars or even moral commitment. It will 
.., - · ....- · a t • tw~ ... ., Wb&• 

take special insights, special skills, special sensitivities, A----- ibd !2N ' K - " M M 
-.., 'IW' >P''tt'mnss =tt '-St:::. · et 

~ It isn't ~gh to i~fy with the world of the 

suffering -- we must also bring the indignation of the -
aggrieved to the attention of the comfortablee ~ 

~~~~Pm+-~~~rz-tk_ 
-R\~-+-- ~~ 
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l I i~e your pa~icipa;_ion in the hundreds of 

private and governmental human rights and anti-poverty 
~ ' - ...... tr·"'fV> _ _ _ 

institutions -- in the human relations commissions, and 
• r=mn:.,....nzaaane:rm-- -

in equal employment and housing commissions • 
.,. ~ ' ·n se · :6* ag;crtt?zocx ·-e-~z:mrvn-4--· s ::s=c:zn 7'"'7'9 

L.... I invite your participation in ~~':.. ~~~e . • ~~ons, in 

the local community action programs, in the Job Corps 

centers, and in the VISTA program. 

--z I in:;;~· y:~=::::;::::e work of mental 
-. ==• ·=ecm · .. nxorner• 

retardation, in vocational rehabilitation, in the field 
""'ez em· c a H1t t · t n · e • · me ·n.-ffttt · -r - ....__ 0:s a c ·'# 

:.f ?~~~~~~, .. ~.~~~:~uency ,an . .... d_. .... i ... n_s""'p""e'""c'""i_a_l _ e""'d""'u ... c .... a""'t""i""'o"""n- c*'e ... n ... t ... e .. r .. s..., p f.._~ 
and health centers proposed by President Johnson. ~ 
~ ,. · · - . ._ _,,e;e, ~ -·· ~ - ~ ... ~ 
~ Peace Corps Volunteers l.ike to be where ::;:io; .... ~ 

~ 
~ 

is. And, just in case you hadn't noticed, these days 

-=--
the action is taking place in the classrooms of America. - -
~ne-fourth of all Americans are now att~ 

school -- and tlhat percentage is rising steadi!J. But 

-
we must insist upon excellence in education -- from 
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new ways to educate the specially gifted, the so-called -
a:'era~b st.uden,;s , as well as the slow learners {We need 

to experiment with new teaching methods and devices 
__.,.,-....... .,_ =c::: IIRl 

without falling into the rut of worshipping gadgets. 
~ 

~ Many of you would-be teachers have run into a wall --

in the form of state and local accreditation requirements 

which fail to recognize your teaching experience abroad4 

J' You will encounter other types of barrier too, some ~·~ 
A -~~ ~~ ~d, some~ustified. ~~:;Jiti~~Q/ , 

L, Your ~e.st.ions -- ~o~r '~~q~ests -- your aspirations 

will hopefully encourage our academic institutions and 

school systems to re-examine their criteria and standards ----... --
in light of today's needs and 

_. ,.,...~ 

opportunities.~No 
_____ .......,. ________ . ............. .......,.. ...... , . ,._, -·--"'"""~ ~' • Q 'D •e · .. 

insti-

tution -- in industry, labor or education, government or 
tr -

any other can thrive if it does not hold open the door 
t - tr -.. 5 - .. MOl'"'""] ' ... 

of opportunity to new talent and new ideas. 
· =marco ·~··=-=- ' d*..:Y.**' F"'riftt::tltz" .. ..-r···-n =ru "''OD::OU~-.Pt' ....-···l'r>""£>-'ti"k2'" 
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~ Our many philanthropic foundations and our churches 
W04!!!£ T . ...-~ 

are natural avenues for Peace Corps returnees' talent~ 
...... Md/'itsr!:'f"MiKD' ..... 

A( ::e of the most exciting developments in America today 

is the way the Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish faiths 

~~ 
~And to the owners of Ameri~a~J the leaders 

have related their religion to social action. 

of trade union) the heads of -F~eral .. and .lo_c:,~ .. :~.~:_~s;l 

to the directors of the anti-poverty programs; to the 
---. • ~ CliJ!l!Wtii&WSJ • 

superintendents of our school systems, I say: You are 

fortunate to have this great new American asset of 
:!@.- r 

returned Peace Corps Volunteers. 
~~oi.O>,;#~~I'>~ 

be a training ground for future careers in the Foreign .. 
Service, in the foreign aid program, or in the many 
..._ 
multilateral international organizations that now are 

flourishing -- the United Nations, the World Bank, and 
t~g;- .. rc::;c·;:r;·--::z:;&4 

the Inter-American Development Bank. 

\ 
I 

~~ 
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~,<( I hope that ex-Volunteers will flock into the 

service of our two great political parties. What a - -
healthy infusion of new blood that will be! I look 

forward to the Volunteers will be serving 

in both Houses 

~e in America are indebted to the Peace Corps for 

pointing up once again an old but vital aspect of ~4~ - ...... .,.,.~~-
~i~ize~shipJ an aspect noted by .~lex!: de Tocqueville a 

century ago: the contribution of volunteer groups to 

Peace Corps returnees are 
tz f rese w tr e . ., ' rnvv_.._ 

ready to serve in America, not just for two years, but 

for all the years of their lives. 

Peace Corps Volunteers now combine the 

wisdom of experience with the creativity of youth. We 
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an America with the wisdom of experience. ... ..., 

must not let America grow old in spirit. 

But we 

~ This Conference is privileged to include many special 

participants -- leaders of American business, industry, 

government and the professions. I am confident these 

special participants recognize that returned Volunteers 

also embody the vir tues of self-reliance, sensitivity, 

-
self-discipline, ability to innovate and a willingness to 

work hard. These are rich resources and I know they will 

~ Above all, let us continue to be an America of/new 

faith in old dreams. Let us continue to be an America - -
eternally vigorous and creative. Let America continue to 
...... ? 

be an arsenal of ideas anddhope for this weary planet.~ 
~-:=====·== --=-~- .::;::::;;;t- - ...... ,. •• _ z_ Let us retain compassion in the midst o:,. in~.:;,;rence, 

ideals in the midst of cynicism, belief - -•• 
despair. 

5' 

' 
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Let America continue to be what it was meant to be 

by its Founders -- a place for the renewal of the human 

spirit • 
.,.. ..... -. ...... . -,..,...,_ . .. _...,p~ 
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1a 1Fha l\igbeat ~- hls govemJMnt 6an fulfill." 

"To ~ hila to develop Ids potwnti.Utiee o the 

waxi••· ai11pl as that. 

oJt happinesa -· but t give hill a fair cNnc to 1<:\!&.V. 

thde ends. that •ana the Umination of berrien to au.ch 

ditcri.Jd.n«.t jon~ inber1tect poveJ't'y. laCk 0 

op~tunity. 

In 1964 ~ thil 

illination of btirrien tOVG'da nlf-fulfilJJllent. In t 

Civil tights ACt. we ttftllgth.-1 tb Conatit\Jtional rig ts 

£conold.c Opporttmity lot • w opened the firat battles in the 

againat poverty 1 giving n hope to llfl-lions Of fand.Uu 

~in tM quagMire of want. 
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--~-- "----;.._ 
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