
KILMER JOB CORPS CENTER OPENING 
March 13, 1965 

I We meet 

thousands of young Americans march off to fight their 

country's wars. Its name comes from one of those young 

men who gave his life for all of us. Today this center is 

~en 0fnd again we have a war to win.~~ 
L This time you have not come here to fight against • ::=--

enemy across the sea -- but against the faceless enemy of 

• 

The United States Congress has expressed the will of 

people of America in these words: "It is •••• the 

of the United States to eliminate the paradox of poverty 

the midst of plenty in this nation by opening to everyone 

the opportunity for education and training~ the opportunity 

to work, and the opportunit~ to live in decency and - -. ~-· 

~ This is a goal that is truly worthy of the young --------
Americans who have marched from this camp in the past --

~ ~~~~~~ 
D~f6~ 
:5~ 

-----~~-
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some never to return , 

in the Kilmer Job Corps Center, you ~ 

~ wt~~.~~ will start your march to opportuni~y. Beside you will march __..,.,., 
,}--

the best this country has to offer. <'11 that we know about 

education, about science, about industry, and about business 

will participate in this program. A large corporation and a 

famous university are working together as partners to make 

this Ce::e~· successful~:·~ You will have tools to 

work with and to learn with -- that many of you have _ .......,_ "' 

never seen before. 

J ~__,.... 
~ Each of you made~ecision to participate in this 

exciting job opportu: ty program, ~our teacher~ll expect 

you to do your best so that you and your fellow Corpsmen 

will learn as much as you can while you are here. 
~~- -r'#~ ·"' ~ - . 

learning, 

Sometimes you will be using special 



kinds of machines that let you teach yourself. Other times 
.~ 

you will be using new kinds of books which also let you 

learn by yourself -- and even tell you when you have the 

~ 
right answer to a question. And~ of course, you will always 

A 

No matter what kind of training you decide to take, 

you will have the chance to get on-the-job training using 
• ., ---., . .,.. 

the same tools and actually doing the same kinds of 
--~~~~~~~~---E·~~.o~~-~~~ 

that you will be doing later on~ after you leave the Center. 

You will also participate in many special activities 

which will make life more enjoyable than you ever thought ___ ...., 

~ 
~Together with other Corpsmen yeu will be able to enact 

possible at school. 

rules and regulations you think necessary for the orderly 

operation of this Center • 
... ........,,.., ........ ~n. .... ~:rf'"l"• 

becorre good citizens you must learn why rules or laws are 

----



You will be able to your favorite sports 

and perhaps even learn some new ones. 

There will also be many opportunities for you to 

travel to many places around the Center. Youwill see 

many new and excitingf'.things. 
--·-"~.I( 

~ Yet, anyone who thinks that his job at the Center will 

always be easy is only fooling himself. If this Center is 

going to be successful, teachers and Corpsmen will have to 

work hard. It is always hard to learn new skills. 

"It is 
It is 

as you know better than I, to get a Center like this ready. 

All sorts of problems, large and small, will have to be met, 
('1')11'.,._- .... "'.. .....-~" · 

and everyone in this Center will have to help to solve them.--~~ 1 

many p oble s; aAd although the 

work before you be long and hard, I belie e very 

be solv • and he wo .k 
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came here because you know the goal is worth working for, 

and I believe just as strongly that the staff has come here 

because they know that you are worth working with. 

~ When you graduate from Kilmer, you will be ready forna 

r~~~?o~~~r, pay~I pledge you your Government's 

determined efforts to assure you a job when you are ready 

for it. We will have the cooperation of business and labor 

to assist you in finding the best possible job. And as a 

nation we are going to do everything possible to assure a 

healthy economy, so that there will be adequate job oppor-

tunities for all who wish to work and who have the 

that training? The answer is up to you. 

The eyes of all Americans are on you, as they will be on 

the thousands who follow you here and who will enter other 

Job Corps Centers throughout the country. I extend to each 

of you my sincerest wishes for success. We are all counting 
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on each of you to do his part. We shall not fail you. 

*** 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 



. "\ . 

PRESENTAfiON CERlM>NIES OF THE KILMER JOB CORPS CENTER, PAttERSON, NEW 
JERSEY, SATlJRDAY, MARCH 13 , 1965 

Mr. Vlce Presid nt. Governor Hughes, other honored guests, Ladiee and 

Gentlemen . Let me say that we indeed are honored by the presence of so 

many distinguished gueats on tbis the De icatio Day of the K!lmcr Job 

Corps Cente~. and we woat certainly wish to extend to each and every one 

of you a most hearty and s1ncer welcome. Now, preaumably this is a 

dedication day for a let of physical f~111ties . To me it goes little 

bit beyond that . Xbts is also a kind of dedication day for those of us 

on the Staff at the Center . We on the Staff at this Center are dedicated 

to helping carry out the objectives of the Economic Opportunity A~t. 

spelled out in these words . To el~inate the paradox of poverty in th 

midst of plenty in this nation , by opening to ev~ryone the opportunity to 

work, and the opportunity to livP. in decency and dignity. 

Nov of course our objective goes beyond this in detail, op c1fically 

as part of the Job Corps program, we are dedicated to achieving these 

objectives . To increue the employability of young men and at other 

centel's, to increase the employability of young ~oman, and secondly and 

equally Unportant we believe, is to prepa~ them for th_ responsibilities 

of citi&enahip . 

Now, I ·ould like at this particular t~ to tntro uce the next 

guest . It ts unfortunate that Mr . Shriver found it posa!bl to b~ here, 

however. we are privileged to have with ua the Director of Job Corps, 

Dr . Ottia J. Singleterry . 

DR. SINGJ.B'J.'ERRY (Not Transcribed). 

e could not be here having this ceremony this tninn, if it were 

not for the man wh0111 I going to introduce to y u . Ft'om thE:: v~ry 

moment that we began to examine thie facility and to work out the progr 



that eventually became the .Job Co~s Center • we. wol:'ked ve'ty cloflely and 

I •igbt say in the best spirit of cooper•t1on with the Goven.or of New 

Je~sey. Governor Hughes was in every way &}llllpathetic and interested in 

this program and its effeet on the young people of this country, bis 

~cmcem waa f«J" wider. I ~lak , and I think l can l!lay this, anj simply 

t!tis project scheduled for his own state. 'lbere wette y px-obleros and 

we both we.-e, I think concemed ith tMir resoluttc:lu, and in fAJ«:t we 

were involved i.th them, which thia testifies to today·. And 1t is with 

a very t'eal watm personal gratitude that I int'roduce Governor B:i~hard 

Hughes. 

GOVEllNO HUGHES (No l'1'anseribe4) 

to have th& Senators fran Ne Jer ey with us 

tbi& lUOrning -.nd tt is my ple.a.sure now to preface their i.ntro uc ion with 

a atatement that this is indeed a bi .. pa~tisan pt"Ogram . We. hope. tn the 

best ae.nee of the tem that the couutxy lilees it u a bi·putiaan progr.-. 

And if its going t;Q be • succ,e.ss, it is ®t onl.y going to have t ~e bi .. 

partis:an ln W«Sb:Lngton it is ,gotng to have to b bi•partiae.n 1n the 

eountry, and I think the preaence of the&e two gentlemen on the platform 

this ®ming eertai.nly .s)'lllbolizes this feeling . lt is now lilY ple GUJ'a to 

introduce the distinguished Seni.OJ" Senator from New Jersey~ Senetor Clifford 

Chase. 

SENATOR ctll'FORD arAsE 

Mr. ClulUm.tm, Reverend ClerfW, Mr. Vice President,. Qove~or, my 

Colleag-ue Pet WUli4ms , my eolle.a,!i\ue Ed Patton, every distinguished man 

and WQII!An. · thE! platf011n and in the au41ence and the beauti ul la<ly in 

tbtl front rw, and the 'bael row an4 eveey row . You kncm that r.emuk about 

bf.·partisanabip does apply to th.is meeting . Makes ~ think about sto'cy 

.Uout the feU.ow that uke.d for the reeeiJlt for horse and rabbit. stoew. 



There was ott~ hot"Se and one tabbit . When you see the si~e of the Demo .. 

cr tic Delegation here. the size of the RepubU.ean D~1esation , it might 

o~cur to sOma people that this bi-partisanship is mor-e syrab lie than 

actual. t ltas thinking of that earlie11. as a matt r of fact. when Dick 

Hughes ln his earli-er runarka vropat:ly called attent1-()n tu tb fact that 

we had ~ our presence the M•yor of Nt!Wark, and what a .ane o..-teeutive. he 

is . And I thol.lght I Wi$h I could find :lf(IUle Rep\lblie..n whose •ftnG work I 

c.ould prai se . Now I am sure there is c;rmebody around somewh ... re, but the 

big wind that blew ove't' here last Novembe-.:- , Mr . Vice President, you 

h.aven 1t bMrlil of that 1•m sure . And tho effective work that D~v~ llollinak 

in tbif particular part Qf OU't' stat , mal~s it very di cour iug ~or me 1 

for us fellows . Rut this is bi~partis4 thing . Its bo~ to be i~ its 

go in$ to suece .And as a sup otter and as a warm, au qt ~a : :dend of 

the obje~ttves of thi~ p osram~ I am certainly happy to be her Its 

kind of a sent~ental occasion for ~e in part, bee4use. in l~~ge art, 

the Job c~a.ter i.. undeJ: the auspices of the t ano the 'irec tion o:: Rutgers t 

my old Al..m& Mater, and l am very sure that the succ.ei.io whie~ 1e fervently 

hope fOr the. new S}:tOund being brokap. here is go in to bOi much enhanced, 

at least tbe pQssf.bilit.y .::or it y th caliber of the two sllcnnors , thts 

great in.dustl:'ial company , with so nmny other intereats in Ne'' Jersey, $1\6 

QUr State Univex-eity and I wish you c o very best . iotl oZ ~~ou. the , your 

sueeess wi11 be the sueees ... of our country . 

Now I would like to tall~ n'b ... ,t the shalts and l.i.Ot t.h"' s,hait nota . 

By nature I am .iuJ of 4n ptonictic, I think. and yet I ~in the oppo•t· 

tion . The appositions duty is, whon necessary. to oppcse} -t least Co 

too with a ~ritical eyo on things . And so as friend of this progran 

and of its objeetivea. I do just · .ar1t to strike a ~arning t ~ r.ot about 

this project:, and not about the gx-eat objectiveJJ we are talki:~:.ts about , but 



about the fact that there luis been some suggestion ~hat in part we may be 

getti11g Qfi the trar;k . And it may be ctmetructive rather than destructive 

at the outset to call attention to thi$ fact ~d to sound « warning r•ther 

than wait until we have gotten deeply mor .. led tn the kind of tbin that 

might happen here . But I am talking of c:ourte, ab ut the possibility that 

this thing may set into burealltier•U.c hand or ill political hands , that 

it .nuty be regarded by some as e haven fa,: uneaa:ploye.d poU.tieans and by 

oth re '-"' a ha ·en f or unemplo~ l>ureaucrata , aui we don't want tbie . Its 

got to be clean and its got to be lean , this whole progran,_ I am not tal .. 

ing about this Camp Ki1mer proj ct, I am talking about many of these so· 

call<!d cOI!IilU11ity action things over the nation . We don•t want this to be 

a pol ideal plum pudding, and we don • t want any Little Jack Romera awoUnd 

her , ~U~d we C4tl' t afford it . Now I ~lteve s a everyone d~s, that hal 

any senee, that a Labore~ is worthy of his hire , and that you have to pay 

for what you get and its proper to pay goOd aalariea and good 1r1agea for 

effective work. But we have got to ~ememher that public jobs still pay on 
than 

tbe average lea•lprivate jobs , Mr . Gontane, you know that thi.s is s-o, d 

so d you. Go ... emor, as:.\d so do I , eve though w~ equipped ol#aelve& later. 

That the great bull( of the people ~hose bard earned t-.x dollare go into 
of all •orts, 

these projects./are also aid for by the gov~rnm t, get • lot less tluln 

we do even, and that we can't afford to w. ste a single e nt. And the 

questio isn't for instance wheth r Patterson the Governor. the Mayor 

ougbt to be getting leas or more than the man •ho rune the anti•pov•tty 

:rogram, the question ts whether you need, and Patterson And every other 
adlllnistrate, 

city in the .eo®tryt fqll time , deep sWfs to ope-rate and· I : • and tbia 

i.e the thi g I think we ought to 't7atcb mo-re, and the storm waminga are 

flyin$ . the presa baa b~n overly friendly to tbe objectives of this pro• 

gram, bllt it hu voicad oonceftl abOut the high pl'ieed overhead, and we 
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se t:o b2 setting into and other c it:i~cns have too, nr. Nabrith, 

hesldent of Harvard, laot week said thiJl ,_ ·~t we do not want is to 

build up people and giv~ th~ 4 lot of apparatuG ao that they ~•n .un• 

around and sdminiatrate, we don't want the money spent at the eop and th 

man in the alley still down where he wes when we started* Well th•t• a,ll 

the nesat!va Stuff 1 8l11 going W &ay . And it Ofel\ It apply to tht l)'C'O• 

ject . It does awly t the Job Pr~tre t knaw that the people at the 

top in Nas'htnstcm, 1 know that Sargent Sht·"lvo and l quite sure Job» 

Bullett toe~ I klttnf our Governor and all of our Congr ssmen, and the 

~rs and v1hat not , lnat~ the problc and the difficulty and I _ happy 

to say that th 1:e has been evidence of effective etton 1n some quarters 

il.-. the State of Ue:t·l Jersey to cut this cut. But I just want to encourage 

it. While I am a wam friend, and will conti.nue to be .of th n})jectives 

and of the pt•ogram itself, I can be as M implacable an e:n y of that 'P•rt 

which might go wrong, :Lf it doea, So let:e tlQt:. let it . And 1 t the d;r 

that w:e see tn these boys here, that bU been so well expressed by tbat 

young$ter who cpqk alseady on the platfotin, ~ome true. And it will take 

nll of our ~ginat:Lon, all of our energy. all of our dedicatiOn to make 

it do it. Mr. Viee President, thant you ao much fot: t;omintJ up here, not 

only for the free ride that you gave nc, you and Miriam, but for c~ng 

into our state. I noticed that we a.re down for remarks, we Con~eaa~a 
wbo . 

everybody else ~pt the Vic• Preaident./ia soiug to m4ke an add~ss. 

I thought w:ell that ta q~ite approp:riata . As • utter of fact even tf it 

b*<la •t been plAnned that way tt l-1ou14 have tp:nted out th.st Wlf.Y becauee the 

Viee President loves to make addresses. I uaed to hear bim repl&rly twic.e 

a d y. three or four times u reg~.J:la't'ly .a• tha ringi.Jlg of a bell, whu e 

w re in the Sanate together . Why .am' t you baek tn the Senate Ml' . lhuaphYey? 

Well, we all knrN why, darn tt . vlberever he b be 18 a great man. ttJ a 
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wonderful thing to have him he1:e . And u I say even if be hadi1.' t bee 

set down «S the add res$, his talk uould hive een the address ,, t think 

because , well its the same at in that o,id Scotish saying! whet.aver the 

McGregor alta, there is the head of the tabla., Thank you so much for 

caning. 

Now , ladies and gentlemen, Senatot' Harrison Will:l..cruJ address. 

SENATOR HARlUSON WILLIAMS (Not Transcribed) 

Ladies and Gentlemen , the Vice President of the unite Statea. 

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUHPHREY 

Thfmk you very mueh . Than • you, than· yuu very much . 

Than¥ y u very much Dr . ~i.~let$rry. Re ·-r nd Cler and my good 

friend, the distin uishe Governor of this the Garden Sta.te. Nev1 Jersey, 

my collea&u~s in the Congress, because after all the Vice President haa 

at least one duty, be presides over the senate . And you can see the 

trouble 1 have . Seuator Ca•e and Senator illiana, two very close friend• 

Congress an Patte'ln and there, ... cod fri~nd, and Mr . Genie e, we arc in

debted to you for your succinct and direct etl~~Qent . I think all of us 

learned a ~reat deal frQm that brief hue illuminating addres~, 1t billed 

as remarks .• but to m 1t wu ad< ress . ~fr . llarol<l Genien.a of the 

International Telephone & • Tele ~apl'l C~.any Corpor«tioo . But the speaker 

of the y is this )vune man from 0\m in T xas. This young man by the 

tu~m.e o£ CoGmtc Areolla. I want to cay that I • go in to ap-r4!4d the wori 

when I get back to Ua~hington that hero j.s a budding po1i.tiei.an . I •• 

going to cheek up and eee just who the Senator is or the Congrell81n&D is tn 

your District and fc;~rewarn him. Or maybe I •hould al•rt the Governor, but 

truly we were all touched by the, by tbia fin young ntleman that at 

a Corpsman here at tbit great center, and baa Sfven ua an insight as to 

his feelings .about thit new opportunity that ia his . Let me say that the 



only reuon that Mr . Shriver ian' t here 18 because be ia an exeeedtngly 

buey man and that there were 80I8e very sed.oua prob 1•• th4t c.t~De up this 

morning., again w~ have all kinds of problems theee day,. Aiid Mr . Shrive• 

is deeply emeshed in some of those. He wottld have loved to have been 

here and you would have 1oved to have him, he is a remarkable man . Be 

had to stay in tfashington because he had a lot of work to deal with, the 

only man that dosen't have much to do u the Viee PresidentJ and they can 

ship him otat anytime to these ctivities. 

So I boarded the pl e th s mornin . We did have a couple of things 

that we had to do ahead of time, u h ve heard about some of the thinga 

that are . 1n on n our country . Very dirstressing very disturbing things. 

And I bad to n4y a little attention to that and when I sot heTe I got a 

phone call th t I had to tako , bu~ they n't get me on the phone now. 

I'm. here . 

~m , I thir.L I ought to e: .. lain t o these men these corpsmen that 

are here that there i8 a differe ce b tween remarks .and an address . Ita 

length. Or some pacple say that ret?..a:r "S re interestin and addresse13 are 

endur!n nd c~ occasion boring. So y 11. j ust lc back now a.nd constdar 

tha.t part of your education !s goinz th"rou . a little saerifie~. 'l'bata 

eharaete uild!.n,; tbey tel un . 

I a very much pleased to hear the remarks of our two Senators 

fl:'otn New Jersey. tfay I nay in 11 s ccr1ty , that both of them are truly 

great humanitarians. And while the Senior Senator, my frt....""nd Cliff Cate 

took this opportunity to offer a ~ord of adm~1ii!on, l do not consider it 

unf ir criticism. I ant to assure cry colleagues in CongJ"e8S, end I want 

to assure the .~ericon people that this progr of econotde opportunity, 

this rogram that is commonly called the ~ar on Poverty, this program will 

be a program in the field, out on tile firing line where the work needs 
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to be done. And I ~:an assure you that u der my Tesponeibilities wttb thi• 

program, &IuS the Preeident has asl~d me to take a keen intereat in it. I 

haven•t been able to aacertatn exactly whAt my ~itle is, but ne aayi take 

·.atchful on it, i c assur you 

will - ae le . as C a ius . 'l11at is :in terte.S of its 

adornrnent . nut it will be hun.gry t:... lG J Watch yon c nius. 

Hungry and !ear • 1 . 11 I ;1ant t nay ~ watch this program. because i t:s 

going to 

~ c , f ane, D... perati s , thiG is go·· to e a wor ng program, and 

tl.,c p oplc that .. --.::: in ii; a .. ·e goi . .., · uc ... o-:, ·h y on' t be in it . 

Anc I thi k .ve:·ybC1d.,r undu::etan I believe that we can be assured 

of t is uecau e o e . the re t t cce& ..... G i • Arilerica \ pub tic affaire ta 

the P(·acc Cot'l' , a «1 h .Wed tho .Pe.aee C rps a.nd still heads 

it, b Sar eit Sbr'ver , a there has ne r bee a better pro ,r that 

th U itc St tcG ,overtm~tt h o pu~ its n 1gnia upon . It kee the 

:d.car: Eagle .old its l ~d juat a littlr b l. er, ..Ql1 oo,. a littl more 

beautiful, a_' t.e man th t Oircc·ed the P~ace Corp~ irects n this 

Be n-omic Opportuniti~a program. ... d I know him, and I kn.o tll& · with 111en 

li Dt . St.ngleter~, and other•, ~hat we ue $01118 to ha~e t11e kind of 

procrarn that you ~14l'"t be prcUd of an· !.:hat 1ill "'O right dcYn to h com .. 

unity action lev·el. And we are not &Q1t to have anybody in erfere wUh 

it in terms of messing it up . as they say . 

die ated to people itJ a ro•p oplo progr 

nec;.ause thi progx-am 

And I am happy to 

de-

Y that 

the Governor c:f t.h ·s State understood that in the be innin;. 'llle i!,et 

executive order by any Governor i1 the United States wa iSsued ript out 

of Trenton, N w Jersy. by the Govc r of cbc State of New Jersey, GOver

nor Rughe.s . Be didn't hardly w.ai t ..:or the Pr~sideu t to get hi.s sigll&ture 

on the law, 1 guess there was 4 race OD between tbe two . AJui the fint 



prograu, tha first loana and grants under this prograo, the vbole 

economic opportunity progrc were in the State of New Jersey. As 1 recall 

there are 75 projects in this gre t State of New Jeraey. And the Ref.shbor

bood Youth Program, the Neighborhood Youth Corp vbteh t under th~ juri-

adic.t:Lon of the Department of Labor has on o ita outstanding projects 

right in the City of Newark, and the Mayor of that City, Mayor .Anduto, 

· liaa every right to be proud of that succe s. You know that the Neighbor-
. Corps 

hood Youth/Program is a part·tLnc work ptotram and study progr for youth 

that live at boo in our eat urban center a d need a little lift And 

th.t progr is under way. And I rould li~e to point out lso that in th1a 

state eo th t the motheT of the State of ~ew Jersey, that the program 

known e d Start, to give. pro-sell ol c ildren just a little be d start 

eo that when they get 1nto that school in September that there 1110Ve4 along 

A little better b cau they are underprivileged, that that Program of 

Head Start is rec~ivins active support by the Governor nd the official 

family o£ this 3tate, a~d this is in my ind one of th roo t intere ting 

progr a of all. If you can give the littl one chance, just bring h~ 

up a little bit, if be co111es from a home where there depravation, where 

th r~ maybe hasntt been the best of urroundings~ if you can give that 

little one just a littl extra break in those s er months, I think ita 

0 eek that they ar contemplating, ybe I wron in the number weeks 

but that ead Start Progr really gives them a be d start. And Governor 

Rughea, I ;1Sllt to compliment you Oll your willingness to see to it that 

tb ecmmunitiuo of your state meet their responsib111&lea, .00 that the 

State of New Jersey helped in that responsibility. Well, by the, I came 

up here with ome notes that told me that out 160,000 rolleea, 

applicants for the the Job CoTps. But I got rny information last ;,;eek. 

Now there are a 175,000. this is what baa already been not d thus far. 
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Yd, may I say quite friUlkly and haPPi.ly, I n•v• b4en long associated 

as Dr. Singleterry's point~ out, with the idea of 4l new youth conae:rvaUon 

Corpa, a outh Oppo~tW'11tietl Pl:ogr , 1 b~en to believe that the real 

~er of this country is in its young people. I happen to 'believe thAt 

the fulfillment of that power 1B in its the knowl..Sse tlu\t ~ how. the 

bt" u power, the epiT:ltual power, the feeling of belonging of those young 

people. And I've seen too many young people drop out of s<:hoo~, too many 

that idn't et a break, too many that liter lly eaae up th~ir liv s. 

1' inte'l'ested in young people. t.fr:a. HtnPh:rJ y and 1 are parent:s and we 

are frank enough to tell you Cb t everything hasn't alvays been easy, and 

we .(eel that young ople deserve tl fir t break that any com:nunity can 

give. Th bc#t of opportunity. I have a v ry 1m.pla social philosophy 

• out the role of Govermaen . I do not believe that Government ow~a you. 

a living. I do not liev that Government owes fOU a salary, but I do 

belt ve that a Government of a free people owes you an opportunity to make 

a. living and to make something out of your lives. .And tbat is what ve 

are tr g to do. ~ 

So we have been interested, and I ha\Te been person ly interested, 

d your Senators are interested with mo in thi Job COrps, and when I 

did see that firat camp on film, when I did a~c th se young men, I \llhJ 

moved and touched, eeause 1 aw hope not despair, 1 saw promise and not 

lost lioruono, and 1 recall that we pass d in the Senate three times, 

three times a Job Corps Program., and thre ti.uu:! it was defeated n the 

basis of racism. ~1hat a pr:lee. we have paid for that. t.fuat a pxt~e 

rica has p id for 1ntol~rance, ior segr gatton. for d1Bcr1mination, 

for bigotry. Oh taay the day come when we clcn$e ourselves of thia evil. 

And the d y is fa$t pproeehing when we better, because ther . ian' t any 

opportunity in the Land of the Free, ther ien t an;y meaning in the Pledge 
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of All.egtaea, unless we it.. One ticm, under God, 

1ndlviaible, ith liberty and justice for alL And if you dou't mean all 

of tho•e words quit repe.a~ins them. Bel:auae its not only hyprocritlcal, 

it is indecent. But e uat mean tlws worda and that a what this caap 

is about. Ita 011e n tion, its a .. ptritually guida4 eation. It iB an 

indivisible nation, and it 1e nation that is committed by tradition and 

hi tory and c~erce d lr. to liberty, and to justice, for all. When• 

ever l11e fail in tha.t commitment y friend , we pay a . sad and terrible 

price • AS lfe are and aa we bav • 

ell this i.s just a little lightar not . This 

You've 1 . ard now 3bout it, Wet' all l.nOW" ab<>ut it. 'l.'his camp, I believe 

waa i r and he is t c man ho wrote that song and 

po Tre s. Ot ly God can make a tr e, but an can destroy one. or man 

ca preserve one, and the Job Corps and the Con erv tion Camps, tl1e kinde 

th t you have -read about, own in Mtteylnnd and other that wU.l be out in 

my natiw st te of Minnesota. Those in the for st and p rks, those Job 

Corps canps are designed to a v tr e . I h :ve some notes here that te 1ls 

m a little bit 1hat we hav in oind. For example, by June. I think it 1e 

yea, June of this year the Job Corps will hav opened 75 rural centere. 

ten men • s training c ntero, ten zomen' training centers with pproltimately 

19,000 enrollees, studying and orking at th e canters, and by mid-April 

thate only about a month way there will be nroll a from each of the 50 

tates #.It theue re ctive camps. Now~ what are they ing to do in thee 

camp 1 This is t:he report by th . 'tJ4Y, to the resident, th t I road out 

ft-014, the ·lrst J!t.ve months of the Economic Opportunity Aet. Well, we 

will build, the fi-rst year the Job Corpsmen they ill uild approximately 

l2, 000 ne picnic and camping sites. 'ltlis is the grou that orka in theta 

outaid.e eampa nou • one like Cam-p ihner. 'Ihey are to ereate nearly 31 000 
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t:Oada. 3,500 mi1e.s of trails. 114 100 helieopt r port•· 

Seliepot 1n inacees ible ar s. 1, O(J) mil a of fence and urk about 

5, 000 ilea of boundary lin a, plant about 37 5 , 000 acr s . of tt.-see and 

rehabilitate other 500,000 acr s of trees. And look at the training 

that will e with it and th n you will hav th ss great urb center&, 

this is one of the first. goodness me, when you k-now how many, h.ow 

111uch ere is to be done in th:t. country • would ' you h \te thought that 

a long t e ago that somebody ould have id let get busy d do it. 

!here t n' t a ro d i te that d'J en 1 t need fixing up. 'lbere ian • t park 

that dos 't ned · prov nt. rhere isn't city that do en 1 t ned help 

and b st way to beautify Americ is t o ut peopl to uork g tttn it 

don • Givin people som thing to o. e ought not t have any prosr 1 

in our co try except tho that r crippled and i capable to work, that 

dosen' t emit a person to earn ·ultat he get , either out of study or out 

of work. That way you but 1 a country d person. 

a, this c wa sent, has been th it of y of young an 

be noted today, that put on his uniform d ent out to help fight 

the ware of thio country, for hat ~e beli ve or hat he believed. Today 

this c ter is a post or a c p for young n 10 are fighting a different 

kind of war. ut it is one that you c n't loose. There arn't any 

c.& ualties this r except th casulty of pov rty. 'll:er arc no live 

going to be loot here, but there are going to b Stlln saved,. and every 

gradtiat of this camp will not wal out to be shot, or s ot at, but he 

will walk out to h lp build riean and to help build a better wort.cl. 

a war to · in, e b U.ev in winning. We've won great 'ilar on th 

b4tt1 field. ow w have a war to win rt t here. Tbi i n't a war 

againet enemy croes th sea this is a· ar inct a faceless n y 

at ome. This £ eelcsa enemy of poverty right b re in ric • Ima ine 
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the richeJt nation on the faee of the eartll. 'lher baa rt.ever been any 

thinS Uke it. Never in all the 

auch :prosperity. And yet it is a fact th4t 1n the anidst of this affluence 

and prospertity are theee pockets of poverty and are these individuate who 

througb many, bee use of many cir.cumsta.ncetJ, som tim through no fa\llt of 

their own, sometimes tbrou_gb fault of one"elf. t b tllat as it m.ay, then 

without anyon trying to find fault, there are individuals that have been 

left behind and who have had no real opportunity. 

N~ the Oongr ss of the United State ba expressed the purpose or 

expressed the poliey behind this ~hole progr an I want our you g friends 

here and I am primarily talking to them tod y, I want th · to 'know WMt 

the Congress had in mind. And the bust v y to nw about it is to read it. 
'~ 

It is th policy of the United States to eliiuin4te the partUiox of 

poverty in the midst of plenty in this n tion, by opening to everyone the •• 
opportunity •. • You just put that word on your w 11. If they let you ecratcb 

anything on ~ lls. Just set youroelf a little sign upthere . I know that 

you have a lot of other signs up there, I've been round boys, I ~aut you 

to know. and I ;nnt you to know if you ju t p t up th re, beside of wbat· 

ever pi up you bav , just remember the whole progr that has been de• 

atgned by Congress 1 fo the purpose of opening up avenues of opportunity 

removing road blocks, clearing the cha:,nels, just put up th t 'l.rord opport• 
'" unity ..... Opportunity for 

th opportunity to live 

the opportunity to won J ,, 
in dec~m~ and dignity. These are opportunity 

camps. Not worl~ camps s ueh, or not just C4m e, these re opportunity 

eanpa. everlone of thes · pportunity e pa d pends upon the individual 

that ta in it. Somebody ela ~an • t ke opportunity for you. You have 

to help in that. I think that this is igh fine goal, for worthy young 

ric..na. This goal of vorking for and fight ng for opportunity . Its 



worthy of deans that march d out of tbis p off to two or thr" wan . 

S n v r to retu1'1) 1 eo that here. in this Kilmer Job Corps tenter you 

men will start a :new march. A march to opportunity. You young will 

lon sid th bea that this country has t offer. '1he best 

teach r , th best of indu try, tne best of e univereity, the finest of 

the cnnmu ity. d 11 t at 1': w a out e uc tion, all that we ow 

bout cience., 11 at w know about ~dust , a ut business, it will 

l Cl. , to elp you. And }'OU "aill participate, 8ll that, the&e forces Will 

partic1 te iu yoUT progr 'lbis large corpo ation, one of the. largest 

tn the world, and thi f ous university, ar orking together here as has 

been not d, as rtncra ith you. Now remember t i , t ey ar not juat 

partner with th~selve , th y re partners ith you. For all pr tical 

pur sea, when you wall ut of here if you re lly llant to be able to brag 

a littl d say, I hav gone throu a Univ raity, and that you proved 

that you could set through lot faater th moat o thos that have been 

going there. ot only that I v ntu"t"e to say tb t tiler are million of 

youn, men that h ve never t the President of one of the orld fin at 

and lar e t corP9rattons, and found out wh t ine e is aa you. have 

found out tod :y froa ~It". G nien . At le:1at I nev r had at age 16. I ink 

I ad gotten t W.ate to p Sou D ta by the • I gr w up in a town of 

about 600 it was a graa cultur 1 cen -er. I can't recall, I gu st ray 
zade, 

father did., yes, he too the e~gbtli 11., I uess 1 would 1 t let him 

go to Minn apoliG alone, D th t he took me long with bi.m, and I r ber 

at my, at th t time that I '!.~as '?~sic lly tllpre<~eed wi the quality of 

th fire engine • but I think ft r that the i eat D¥ln that I got to 

until I was 16 years old an attended the University f Hinnesota, wa• 

Sioux all or t'latertown, South Dakot , I '111 not sayin that th y are not 

fine towna, but they are not 4 hi~ s ewark; p.r il delphi , or Camden 



or even ftenton. Jot even aa big as Princeton. So you are really set· 
tins quite an experience now, you n ver can tell you might wind up being 

Vice Preeident, or much better. 

ow, may I just add that each of you have made your own decision 

to p rtieipate in thia exciting r.cw job opportunity program. I knew you 

would. I had faith in y u, I think the progr is too Slllall , I think we 

ought to have a larger o You sec if this proves out , the way I think 

it viil, I ourc that thesetwo S nators here and the Congressmen will 

take the lead along 1th others to get a bigger and better progr But 

e ave to lear to creep before .e walk, and w 1 before we run. And 

thb pr sident of our , is going to make sure that this program orks . 

Ue :i. 4 prudent. ,d frugal fell ' . He just o .n' t want to throw the. 

money around. lle wants to make aure that w are getting 4 doll rc WOt'th 

of v lue out of a doll r pent. And that is the ay it ou t to be . 

Nov m ny of you ay classify y rself a chool drop outn. Now, I 

want to say 

out of chool. 

uord about that . I sorry hen a youn man or women d-ropa 

But I thin teachers o ghc to ine why, parents ought 

to too. chool administrators oueht to too. 

that tell me that 3ehcol is not interestin • 

I find too GUb~Y young people 

N I su ose there is no 

obligation on the p rt of t eacher 1d adminietr tors to make schools 

int resting, there i n t any obligation o speaker to rna e a speech 

int re t g either, ut if you are r ni for office. you ought to try. 

And I of othc opinio thatif te really w nt to build this ~due t1onal 

tructure of ours along th linea that it shoul<i be th modern active , 

higb powered economy such as we have and exciting people such ss we 

are, we've got to m.4ke educatian meet the n~d111 of thoce that come to get 

it . And you are going to have a chance to find tlmt kind of cdue£tion 

right here. You are. going to be using now teaching material • you are 

going to have the best toaeheTS that you can find, you are not toing to 
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be compelled to sit in the classroom and have 1t pumped i.uto fO\l all day. 

you are goina. to be t \lork, you l~ill be doin& some teaching or ome 

atudying to be sure. You will have. teaching machf.nea that ":111 lea~ you 

to teach yours liTes, other tinles you w111l be using new kinds of bookj, 

which will also let you learu by yourselves. Even tell you when you are 

wrong . And \-!hen you ave the right ana~ver to a question. And I repeat 

that you have the est that it1dustMy and education can offer in the form 

of td ce and teaching . ow a lot of ua dtdn•t have that. x•d hate to 

think of the utnl:Jer of courses I have taken, I .guess it muat have beeu 

punishment for my ina, because lot of eourses sometimes re mighty 

difficult and dull, but you are g ing, ve are oing to try to findout 

here hot1 to te ch young people in a way that makes them ant to go to 

ochool. And if we don't learn yth1ng more than that in a cam» such u 

this, it will be indeed a great ble sing to America. Becauso our Jreat 

public, private and . ~~ system cust be sufficiently int resting, 

exciting d challenging so that youn ster just really ery out to go to 

school and to stay theTe rather than h ve ople drag them by the nape of 

the neck, or aay you just have to go. Now, no matter what kind of tra1n• 

in YQU l!lllY decide to t ke, yop_ '9111 have a chance to get on the job 

training, practical training. ot ool' learning. And you Hill be ueing 

the same tools in your trade, the ones tll t you are going to u e when you 

get out of here. to ke believe, right d~,m to earth And you will 

participate in many special aet:f.vitieo, which will make this life at the 

center little I bo a little more enjoyable than wa possible at any 

school. Together with your fellm1 corpsmen, -rou will be ble to enact 

certain rules nd regul ti.ons, you are going to have some self .. gove-~t 

here, you will have studentcouncil, watch out f~r that fellow over 

here, Arellio t I think he may t4ke over. ut the truth ts there ia nothin& 

. 
• 
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little practic in how to run a repre&entat1ve goveTnment. 

It wtllgive you a little inalght into it. You will get experience, in 

other words, today you have bad some today, YO\& have heal'<! all of ue 

politicans talkin& to you. 

low, you 1ill also be engaging in many of your favorite activities 

and sports, ld recreation. A a matte4 of fact I heard tltat you had got 
. 

out of here 1 t night to go over to a dance in a nearby town. 1 was 

surpris d to ee so many of you b ck. · I might add tbat I might, I used 

to go to dances it waG on Sa turd y night, great Saturd y night fo llow. 
up 

I see they have shifted it acl,, gives y u a little more title to rfJst/for 

:;,onday. 

Now thera 1ill ther opportunities for you. You will travel 

in and around this cet ter. I think you ar going to have, e they say 

a ball.. I thinl~ you are oiu.g to enjoy it. And one of the nicest things 

that I found out about all of this is, that you h ve i ndicated by your 

actions and your attitude th t you really like it and t t you are here 

to do business. you r here to get something done. 

~~, just let me say that if anyone thinka that coming to this 

center is sort of picnic or paid recreation, you re wrong. You are 

not going to find i too easy, thi center if it is to e successful, the 

teacb~rs d the cor smet1 ill ave to \1ork hard. It always hard to 

learn ne skills. I ~as ut of school several years myself d when I 

went back I w nt to tell you it '~as hard to get back into the routine. 

And don't g t little i couraged if tiHl first fe ~ e ks that you don't 

quite hit it .. good as you want to, just remember that ever. Mid ey Mantel 

dosen 1 t do too ·ell in p ing training. It takes pretty good man to get 

tuned up for the main event. Now its diffie~lt to teach these new skills. 

And you are going to have to face up to the fact at you are really at 
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the xper ntal level. It sort of like being the first ehild. You b 

Mo era am't uoed to <:hildren, until they ha¥ bad at least on • And if 

you re the first child there is a lot of expe:rimenb.ltion done. And thb 

is one of the iret c .p , and you are going to get a little experimenting. 

And you arc uoing to help others that com a Jong. 

ow, e are ing to ask your help in h lping solve tbcs probl 

her • N<n th question is wh n ycu le ve here, b.av: you re lly 1 med 

aomet g. e you ound th experience to be valuable. 'lhe best that 

we can provide for you, I should say, will be pro.tded for you I should 

say, will be provided. This busineD d u.niv rsity coopara.tion and 

coo eration - it 1 government, and further that that m y I say th4t this 

gove nt and this .... t economy io dctennined to k ep thi& country 

moving ahe d eco;.u')trlic lly. So that when yo 1 leave here, that you re 

going to "Walt out into a economy where th re are jobs for your trade. 

Ther is no t e talking bout a job i you r not tr ined. You can't 

wort in filling ataticn unle4s you kuow ho to read and write and 

arith tic, or if you ar 1 t m.... .ow what tation you re w rl·in at 

because I sure ~ould like to go thor v7ith th bill. You nee-d to knO'tf 

bow to do things. One f the gr at needs in modern uca~ton, is to 

t ach young people how to do some~"ling. It used to b that they learn d 

it at bome, father ran a g neral tore, or blac smith shop, or a machine 

shop or a barber shop or a drug tore di , so I lean1e a voca· 

tion from d. Today you can't hav th t opportunity, be¢au e cot of our 

f th rs wor· f r s~ ebo y else, you know, they won't 1 t me rtn my boys 

up to the Congre~s. ot even if I don • t ay th c use they uap1c1on 

that you are, you kn o its m.ore difficult olf, and thats ~h* I think 

educ tion today must concentr tc, on .e practical as ct of learning bw 

to do something. Not just being aort of a general overall critic of the 
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the arts and the hUDanitiea . thata onderful, t l~ v in that too, 1 

believe that enrich life, but let tell you something you are b tter 

off to kn0\-1 hat to get a pay check and very fet~ people get pay check 

by just oo ing at mur ls or locking t beautiful wo dcrs of nature 

urtles you ar riting for newspapers. If you leam ho to be good 

ournaliot, you may writ bout that . But you are going to have to know 

how to run th t b r r s op, ho-1 to do, a ea id by fr . Geniene ~ wo'tk 

in t e eullina~ field, how to 1ork t a tation, to do autQmotive 

repaire, how to do all of the lt!lr.iY things t at iie need today and 

this American econ y by the way io becomin a rv:i.ce econ0111y. More and 

mor people are uecde in the service, not the rmed ervices, but in the 

serviceo, the repair busine s , the taking car of th nreat plants of 

rica , and homes o· 

So I think you ar oin to 1 uite s tilne her , and I 

to be ery fr nl with you again , I think t at this is the fltOSt ru citing 

a in the world, in 1 icl to li· c. I. :l:t uon • t do much good to belly 

ache bout the conditi ne, that utti .,.. 1.t on the line to you , it on't 

do much good o ripe about this. Gri per find v ry few liste~era . 

An4 pretty soo you t pretty ti d cf li tening to ur self . e 

fact of th m ttcr is th t thi"" is hr d new orld. I don't kno if 

it a etter o e tl the old c but its n one d its a different 

one. Its a mrld in which cicncc i rkinn miracles, it a • orld in 

which we ar . going to c"Zplore the univer e d th eo . o)-s. Ita world 

ln which ro clines ar nging c ry day. Its a world of aut tion . 

And its orld of sp ce d & orld of atomic en rgy. Its orld of 

~ir cles and medicine, its worl of opportunity• a you live i the 

best countcy on the f ce of th earth. You live place -1hcr people 

are on th mov and all I c n s y is join the march . Get on th move 

ith th , but if you ar ..;Joing to gat on the rnareh get in step, d be 
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sure that you nou uhato going on. And the whole purpose of the Job 

Corps ~aininu Center is to give peopl the opportunity to get in rhythm 
and 

to get in hart:~ony itl w at i going on in thi · great/wonderful rica. 

And I think that ric is going to be a w ol lot better a ye r from 

n0t1 than it is to y. I think ·hat crica will be a lot tronger and 
a year from now 

richer/t it i to ay, nd why, bee use first of 11 ~e re goi g to 

a trike down '·hesc harriers that l1ave limited oppGrtunity. We ar makiu 

great fonuu:d movcmenta in the field o h an re.latio . We are opening 

up the doors o · opportunity. there ~1il1 be ore young oplo tr in d. 

thcr ill be ore young people educated, ther will be .&or business firme 

th t have wocial co science , that 1 s been ex pl:l£1 here tod y. So 
to 

11 that I can say/you Job Corps en, good luck, ive it all you got , do a 

good job and m y you pro1 to you "elf that you have w t it takes, and 

if you prove to yours 1£ that you ha e vhat it takes, you have proven to 

Americ that crica has what it t&~us. 

'rhank you very ~uch . 
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