
St. Patrick's Day Speech Draft 

~I have a reputation -!::~~e no idea how I came b;r it -- as 

a man who likes to make a speech and who has actually made one or 

two in my time • ;l,erhaps I should say on your time J But regardless 
• of my experienc~ I feel quite differently talking to a gathering 

of Irishmen -- since everyone knows the Irish speak the best 

English~herefore, I feel like St. Patrigk himself who wrote in 

his autobiography, "My writing ••• betrays how little instruction 

and training I have had in the art of words." i 

~ But I take comfort from the fact 

all Democrats~n't den:r that I've 

now and then an Irishman has been ••• 

~u~J;,•J-~ 
that, of course~ you are 

heard those rumors that 

charged with voting Republican 
- -believ~it,l~ Irish friend of mine 

from Connecticut told me recently about a prominent lawyer in his 

town who was alleged to have ~witched his registration from Democratic 

to Republican. Two old Irish CJI ' lf c ladies were discussing this 

rumor illl••llillllli•lllll•llil•llil•••-•• "Have you heard that Patrick 

t)'~hao 
I saw him 

become a Republican?" The other replied: "It can't be true-

at Mass last Sunda;r." J c~,.., .... -~ ........... l 
; J ·• ~~~ ~The late Senator Tom Walsh of Montana used to like to tell the 

~ s~or:r of what happened to him and his brother John when the;r stopped 

~~ } Tihn•myy home state --Minnesota -- on their way west from Massachusetts6 

~ J\ ~ were thinking of settling in Minnesota and stopped for a few 

days along the banks of the Red River1 The first thing they noticed 
~ . 

was that ~ r=s, ...... which flow sout~) the Red River 

flows north~ile the;r were pondering this geographical oddit;r, a 
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introduced himself with a good Irish name, 
local citizen came by, na remarked that a county elect n was being 

held.'•How are you soin5 to yotef" Tom Walsh asked. ••oh, we 1re all 

Republicans around here.n 
• /..Tom turned to his brother and said, uLet 1 s move on. This is no 

country for us -- where the rivers run north and the Irish vote 

Republican." ...-

~Although, like Tom Walsh, I believe that an Irish Republican 

is contrary to the law of nature, I am sure that if any of you have 

fallen into this political bad habit, it is due to all this 

arrluence and prosperity we Democ:ats have cre&ted~ reminds me 

of Fred Allen's definition of the lace curtain Irish -- "They have 

fruit in the house when no one is sick." -......... 

this 

thing. 

to ether st 



J• b • 1 au: a !ii&J be P rnstsfs but 1 's z saiikis Iz!slt. 

Ws 1~~ family Bible tells me I am of Welsh and 

Norwegian descent. And I won't deny it. But I do feel 

a kinship ~-~~--.... ~ with the Irish i d ·t' I slaar --

and I will admit that there have been times when I've 

shaken the family tree in the good cause of getting some ~~ 

remember back in 1960 -- that was a great year 

~Wf.-.&1" 
I~h,A~ a hard one for Humphrey -- I remember 
~ ,, ;:;:. for the 

the late President Kennedy up in the 

country of northwestern Minnes:> ta, where the 

~=-iiP farmers live~ would say, "Now 

listen to me, my friends, I want to point out something 

special to you about Jack Kennedy. See those blue eyes? 
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~Notice that sandy hair? See that fine, ruddy ~~~'I 
And then I would remind them of those Norse invasions 

of Ireland long :go. ~the great secret," I would 

say,~ Kennedy is really aUfllt!~-CN ..... ~~ ~J 
~President Kennedy carried Minnesota -- and it was 

the only state he carried in the whole Grea~ains area. I 
a -

four years later, I find myself presid~ng over the 

United States Senate. And there each day I see before me 

the bearers of other great names from the Green Isle. The 

majority leader, Mike Mansfield. Tom Dodd and Pat McNamara. 

Gene McCarthy and Mike Monroney. Tom Mcintyre, George 

~rph~ -(_how did that Republican sneak ini)-- Phil Hart, 

~and Bob Kennedy~nd my thoughts often turn to 

another great American, whose friendship, counsel and 

wisdom I value most highly -- Mr. James Farley.J Thank 

---~---... · 
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you, Jim, for,all you have done for~~ ! 
) ~ 
~ I remember back to the early days at home in South 

Dakota and Minnesota and the Irish boys and girls I grew 

up with, the teachers and doctors and lawyers of my 

generation~eir fathers had come West as Jet~~~ 
miners, millers, lo~s, laborers.~ think of my father 

that strong and gay and dedicated leader. 

\tHappy Warrio~ indeed. He fought the good fight for the 

cause he believed in, with the j~ of ~e in his ey~~,~ 
~~t was no accident that my campaign plane last fall bore 

~ ~ 
the emblem The Happy Warrior. No one could have had a 

high~r standard to live ~~J 
~1 Smith represented and symbolized what we all 

admire in the Irish~r the Irish t ............ r ~e 
• • been throughout history Happy Warriors for the freedom of 

~ ' ~ 

man and his spirit. 



-$~-
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Ybl I haec come to ltiiOW ana app csistq in III] te:em; 

~ ,.., r WM I ,1. I" 'f i ~t.J W f.,. Jt .flfJ tfW 

~f!F2F8f p&M!t offlcq i I· ·p tkt deforsarl 

.ef'ttclo'W\. ~ 
- 1 &IIIaH fi 6 6 J Mil. 

of man for freedom of spirit, for comfort of body, for peace 

of sou~~~t government can protect and defend, that government 

can enrich the life that God has ennobled. t k s ssnta$4211J!1 

UF pd 1 
• l"fs has pc ·u d m * jlj c rare 

~ & uneges. xmong thes 6J • Has 3! and as ~enator, and now 

as 3'jge Brs . l t'; I 1 6 a . l rtitF wjtb +be GP £ equal 

92PPrtunit; s • all, r tgM Jlc dress sn d 1 I. 



-4--

iliac it to hac tsatght; w::eag EIIE li±Sh, EII&E I .,J!

•• .. ••llllilil-.s.,s-'l!!l&!llil!f"e"'::llllll!!s"ss.et!ll!llllll .. lllldillz!llll!lflii-.111111£-.-ill .... -~~~ .. ;11-fC. e. 
~It was my honor this week to see and hear President 

Johnson in his greatest ~-- in his magnificent 

speech on Monday before the Congress• That speecQ was ~ 

about freedom, ~~'f .dJ; 'J~"" e 

~resident ~ohnson requested Mo a ; '!I' , a new law 

to protect voting rights of all our citizens,~ut at 

the same time he asked basic questions which we must each ... 
answer in our heart.} And there~ay the greatness of the 

L.:. --

1 

5 H % j pt 7 7 j f I I X dy& 

going to ask ·these questions loudly and clearly 

tonight so that we will not mistake them or c~~se t~~m. 

~ ..... --~~-.~. f'7s-A~. 1 ~Can we have a Great Society -- can we be free men --

-
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PI-In fi/IAfl--
as •dl 3 ' of our people live in •••• poverty -

of training -- as long as jobs are denied for 

no good reason, but because of the color of a man's skin --

long as do3rs are closed to immigrants because of 
a 

where they happened to be born -- as long as some of our 

citizens are denied the right to vote? 

Can we be free men as long as millions of our old 

people live without proper care or light of hope?~o 

we believe that men are created equal? Do we immigrants --

and all of us are immigrants or sons of immigrants -- do 

we still welcome to those who would come to America 

to build a better life? 

price necessary to educate our children for a world that 

- . ~1 
is frightening in its danger and its p omise 

) And then: Do we in America still stand for the 

~- .. 
belief that the world need not destroy itself by war, 

and that we Americans can help others, too, to find a 

------------------~------------::: 
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better socie!V? 

~The ans~rs are not eaSy• Freedom is not ees:r_\~Nt. ... -l\~ 
f.:.e hea.r many voices these days saying that .America. 

fighters for freedom ..... s 



oo costly a price to pay if one conviction must b 

II 

• Humphrey Desmond 4 7 years 

Y GOD LOVES THE IltiS'Fr.- _ 

the United Nations. 

L Irish Army officers were on the Armistice line between 

in 194 9 LAnd in 19 58 s •s•silllliflilliHM*II!JI1FI' ------the Arabs and the Israelis 

serving on the United Nations Observation 

Group during the Lebanese crisis. 

Again, in 1960, the Irish were gallantly represented in ---
another ~ot spot~n Irish battalion served with 



distinction in the Congo under the United Nations command, 

an~tc:x~~t~~'!f!-off place• 
fiP" 

kast year, as you may recall, Ireland responded 

quickly to a U.N. request for troops to maintain the peace 

on Cyprus. And with more than a thousand Irish troops in 

Cyprus today, the Irish contingent is the second largest 

unit in the U.N. command. 

And it is a matter of some interest that the Irish themselves ... - -
are paying for the maintenance of their forces. 

~ Indeed, while the Irish people may well be called &.1~ 
~ J,.u •• .., .. 

Fighting Irish "'their lon/ history of struggle to preserve 

their faith and to restore their own freedom as a natic;;J it is 

.. 
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) IJidf' 

"" One has only to inspect the grand roll of~ Congressional 

Medal of Honor winners to know that individual fearlessness 

and courage under fire - uncommon valor - is a frequent 

virtue among Americans of Irish descent is also 

a strong tradition among the Irish community that courage is --
more than the courage to face physical hurt and death . .. _. I. It was a great Irish-American President who said, 

"Never negotiate from fear, but never fear to negotiate. " 

k a world in which destruction awaits both the weak and 

the reckless, we must remain both strong and prudent. 

lit: 
"In a world in which disaster can come down on all 

civilization through miscalculation or misunderstanding, the 

voice of the United States must be clear and unmistakable. 



~Let us hope that the Communist world reads the message 

of our President: that we work for peace - with honor and 

justice - that we seek no dominion, that we seek no territoryl 

L ~we will defend ourselves. And we will keep our commitments. 

I Ll tale ChUb all 6 ts ·okt sshbratino the 

1 · tl date f g t d hnzw me . t] . * tk 7 
• I 1 I J" 
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hgt*QI' !MLi!W,.O. 

' 
~~· ........ in·1the world will~ .he-, if we 

w ,.,, 
.__. .• ~ .. .-.-1.-]_.._,preserve the peace if we do 

not? Who in the ::szld can set the example, can offer the 
a = 

needed hand, if we do not? 

~We live in a time when everything is complex, when 

there are no more rapid, p;e-cooked answers~e live in 

a time when we must exert our patience as never before. 

"'Ha•v-e•w_e_t•h•e-p•a•t•i•e•nce, f~~ insta,gce, to work and bleed 

five thousand miles from home for months and years ahead --

• 
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L.:ithout any guarantee o~ success?/:. can tell you 

that the forces of totalitarianism have that patience. 

~his is what the Great Society is all about. It 

is the recognition that a second car and power mowers 

a10ol doy mao liais are not enough.k is the recognition 

that we stand for something not seen before in the world• 

~e stand for the dignity and fulfillment of individual 

man and woman~We stand for the chance for each man to 

make something better of himself~ stand for free 

speech and government of the people~e stand for_geace 

without conquest. We stand for the belief that others, 

too, in less fortunate places S1 ould have opportunity for .... 
the blessings of abundance and should be free of tyranny• 

~e stand for the pledges made by men and women who left 

the old ways and fought a living out of the soil and 

streets of a new continent, as your fathers and grandfathers = 
did. 



-8-

sometimes seems that those of us who still have -
the old dream are in the minority.~B~ on this~nt 
Patrick's Day, surrounded by freedom's Happy Warriors, 

I know the dream still lives and that it will be fulfilled. 
-z 

j uay the blessings of Patrick and all the Saints of 1-.:.::, r 
Ireland be on the Irish and on all their friends. 



ditional toasts. 

Gentlemen, to resgond to the toast "The 

United S.~ates", the Vice-Pres dent 
.,... 
tates. 

(The audjence arose and applauded.) 

HO ~ . HUBERT H. HUMPHREY: Mr. Moran , Your 

Eminence, Francis Cardinal Spellman, Governor Rooke-

feller, .fa:or agner, Ambassador Guest, all of the 

Distinguished Guests, Fellow Americans here at the 

13 

head table, the Reverend Clerg.T, members of the Friend-

ly Sons of St. Patrick, and all the rest of us that 

got in here. I mnt to welcome you, too. 

I am simpl:r delighted that 1 t has been my 

privilege to be invited to this marvelous, unique 

and wonderfUl occasion. I have been reading the 

New York press and, like most -un.erioans, I like to 

believe what I read. But, like most Americans, there 

are occasjonally moments of doubt. But tonight I 

have had all m.,r doubts erased • I was so .Pleased to 

hear the Mayor say: my good ~iend Governor Rocke-

feller. (Laughter) And, Mr. Mayor, I shall take 

this message back to the United States Senate. (Ap-

plause ) 

Mr. 'Farl e;r, m. r fr · end, and friend of my 



father, what a jo~ it is to be in your company, and 

the oom..Qe.n:v of your f'riends. (1.\.pplause) I think to ... 

night, Mr. Farle;,- , the f i rst th ng I should so, s .:nce 

thel'e seemed to be a rather subs t ant :l.al number of 

peopl e , as tho;,r have come f orth to pay thei r respects 

to Hi s Eminence, Francis Cardinal Spellman, and in 

doing so occas1ona1ly stopping by t o make a slight 

polltical confess i on to me, I th i nk I should make 

some political reference, 

I know · that man. in this audi ence a few 

months ago may have st:r.a/ ed a:wa;t from the paths of 
' 

thelr most recent gene:rat on, and you may have cast 
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your vote ror that nobl'e son of Texas, Lyndon B. 

J"ohnson, as Pres·jdent of the United States. (Applaus-e) 

But, in so doing; n case you didn't remember it, 

you got me,- too. I thought maybe I ought to apJ?ear 

and let . ou take a look. (.~.J?.l,}lause) I thought you 

ought to take a look at the ot her ~art that came 

along with the deal. 

My father ms a druggist. Every so often 

we used to have these sales n the store that we call-

ed "two for one". (Laughter) No one was reall:r ever 

interested in what the other one was. I want to tell 

you, I oan neve:r properl-v and adequately express my 
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thanks for the first one. 

But I thought possible for a moment we 

might have a little lesson in American Government 

on the duties of the Vice-President. It won•t take 

long. First, the Vice-President is to preside over 

the Senate; and toda.:-;r I want you to know that I at

tem_pted . to preside , but sev.eral things interrupted 

· that. First of' all, there is an Irish Ma.jori ty tea:d

er, and this man thinks that St. Patrick's Day is a 

national holiday. {Cheers and applause) He asked 

me to test out the sentiment up here • . But~ 1.t is a 

fact, of course, that my first constitutional dut_r 

is to preside over the Senate . The next constitution

al duty is to wa't; and the third constitutional duty 

is to attend banquets of the Friendl Sons of St. 

Patrick. {Applause) 

Now, many of you may not have read that 

in your courses in American Government; but if you 

will read in some detail the minutes of the Consti

tutional Conv~ntdon, . ou will see that this was dis.

cuss·ea because this, after all, is the one hundred 

eight . -f'~st ann versa:ry o:r this distingUished organi

zation. (Applause ) 

Now , the funniest thing hapRened to me on 

15 



the way to the pa,rade this aftertto'on. I was cut at 

the National Air~ort in Washington getting r~ady to 

board my plane, and all at once a messag$ , an urgent 

mes.sa.ge came that I was wanted on the teleQhone. I 

went to the 'phone 2 and the telegram read as follows: 

I jttst jotted it dovTn here out o~ memory and so; of 

course; I will have to paraphrase _ t. I don't \VS.nt 

to be held accountable for every word. But,. it said: 

as follows; "Mr .. Vice-President: Situation in Ne\1 

York deplorable. Storm predicted. s -·t-ins sit do"m• 

Urge you remain in Washington". And 1 t was signed: 

Mayor 'N'agner, Governor Rockefeller and Bobb. Kennedy .. 

I can't understand why those fellows woul.d 

want to do that to me. But just to ma.ke sure that 

that message took hold, they had the Speaker of the 

House of Representatives on. the 1phone ·-and this 

is a fact. The Speaker said. to me: "Mr. Vice-Presi

dent, I urge you to remain in ~ashington." 

I said.: "Mr .. Speaker, this, sir, is St, 

Patrick•s Da:yJ and, Mr, Speaker, I am to be in New 

York :ror the parade on St. Patr ek' s Day, ·and. I am 

to be in New York on this evening~r the annual din

ner .of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrlok." 

. nd he said: "Mr. Viee...President, there is. 

16 



nothing within. your con$titutiona.l dutieB that re

quires you to be ecumenical~ Stay here.n 

17 

The truth is that I had duties in Vfashing

ton, and I had to stay there; othel'\vise I surely vrould 

ha.ve been here to hav.a witnessed that_great_parade, 

and to have enjoyed th·e fellowship of this wonderfUl 

:,.,,afternoon .. 

I am really very, very haP»Y to be he~e to. 

night. I am very happy that the ladies are here. 

I am going to have a word their way. The ~ dontt let 

" yo~'t see them when you speak. They don•t want you to 

be too inspi red tor thls occasion. 

I am very happy for many reasons. First 

o:f all, I am happy t6 'be able to wear my -.na.ugural 

suit for a change. (Laughter and applause) Then, 

I am very hai).PY , too, because I ha.ve had the ur1vi ... 

lege of l i steni ng to ~rour great choir - and it is 

really a wonderi\U choral g:rou_p. (App~a.use) In 

fact, I sai d to Gene Moran a moment ago, "What a 

wonder:rul eholr. These voiees sound like they a'l"e 

the vo i ces from the hills o:r •Tales ." 

He sa.ii, tt! thought you mre enjoying this 

partv . Do you want to start a :fi gh:t?" 

. Well , t he wives in the balcony. I must 
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state for just a moment, if you will permit me to 

have a v·ery s 13rious note, you k:n.ow what the .Qos i tion 

o the p.resent administration is on the matter of 

equal rights and equal o~portun1ty . We have never 

bel i eved in geQarate but equal, and we surel ~ never 

bel i eved in separate but more than -equal, a,nd we have 

never believed i n segregation; and I want you ladies 

to know we shall overcome this, des,plte these men 

down here. One of these da. s you will be here. 

Well, I am not an Irishman. I have tried 

to elaim it on ocoas i'On• My forbears ea.me :from M'a.sE.ul-

ehusetts. They- checked. me up , you see, and I didn't 

get by with it. I want you to ponder for a moment 

jUSt imagi ne how far I could have gone had I been an 

Irishman. I have some Irish qualities which I will 

taJ.k to you about a little bit later. possibly you 

have alread " f athomed, such as loqua~iousness. I 

have a reputation, but I have never been able to 

see, truthfUlly , how I call1e b.· it~ as ~ man Who 

likes to make a speech, and who has actually made 

ona or two in m.~ t i me. 

Regardless of my experience, and I have 

made some speeches, not onl. in my time but on 

yours> I feel di fferentl: when I am talking to a 
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.• 
distinguished audience of Irishmen. ainoe everyone 

knows, of course, that the Irish speak the best 

Engl sh. Therefore, I would l1k:e to feel like St. 

Patrick himself, who wrote in his autob i ography: 

M .. :- wr i tings, said St. Patri ck, betray how little 

instruction and trai ning I have ·had in the "art of · ·· 

words,. But I take comfort from the fS;ot that~ of 

course> according to my mentor and ~Y adviser~ Mr~ 

Farley, that you are all Democrats. Now, I mean ex ... 

cept you., Governor. I didn't want to go too far 

there.. r won1 t deny , of course, that I have lteard 

rumor-s that now ana then an Irishman has. been ·c-har1 ... 

ed with vot i ng Republican. But the truth is• ·I 

have never belie-ved it. I vant you to know that. 

An old I!' i sh friend of mine told. me recent-

l Y about a prominent la.w;.rer in his town who was a1, .. 

leged t .o have s itehed. hi.s registration frotn Demo

orat to Republican. It is an old story , but there 

is an awful lot of truth in 1 t. Two dear old I-rish 

ladi es were discussing th i s rumo:r, and on.Q said: 

"Have rou heard? Have you heard about Patri ok 

O'Malley·; he has become a Republican, they say." 

And theother replied, she said, ''0an1 t 

be true. I saw him at Mass last Sunday.~ 
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""\ Your Eminence, I hope :ron wiLl forgive 
) ' 

me for tha. t • You see, Your Em 1 ene e , I am under in-

struetions from the President up here tonight .. 

The late Senator Tom Wal.sh, one of our be .... 

loved Americans -- and I know, Mr . Farley , you re-

member him ·w·ell -- used to like to tell the story 

o~ what happened tohim and his b;r>other John when 

and they were going through m:v home state of ~.Unna ... ; 

sota, and they \vere thinking about s~ttling in Minne-

sota, and wouldn't it have been VlOnderfttl 1f th~ " 

stopped there . Tbe .r did stop along the banks o'f' 

the Red River, the Red River of the North. And 

the first thing they noted was that, unlike most 

of the rivers they haet ever heard about • which flow 

south, the Red River flows north. 

rlbJle they wore pondering this geographic-

al oddity~ a local e1tizen walked up to them and 

introduced himself, and he had a good Irish namet 

and he remarked that on that. day there was a eounty 

elaotion, a hot eleetion going on. This fel:J_ow was 

$ort of working the precincts, you know. He :dfln.•t 

ask: How long have you lived here; and V!ha.t is your 

name; and where is your prec:inet.,. He ust saicl to 
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him: 1 would like to have yoll vote. And. Tom Walsh 

said: How are ;Tou going to vote? 

This fello 'l said~: Oh, we are all Republic ... 

a.ns around here. 

Tom. ttll'ned to hls brothel" and said: Let's 

move, John. This is no countrY for us, where ·the 

r:brer :Mins north and the Irish vote R.epubJ.iean. i,~..-,'\<' "·'· 

t'lell now, I want to say that those are 

old stories. P~ople nowadays make the r own ohoiees. 

We are going to hope that in the days ahead.,. Governor, 

everybody makes the right ohojce. 

I am sul"e . ou all Temerober Fred Allen. 

He was a great comedian.. H'·e ust used to make all 

of us so haPRY· He gave a definition o~ what he 

once called - and I hope you won't toss me out 'for 

it -- laee oul.'tain Irish. He said , the'.'~ are the 

folks that have fruit in the house when no one is 

sick. FolkS, that was before medicare. 

Well, I guess you know wh~-- I am here, be-· 

cause I just love people, and I love conversation, 

and I love politioa and; 'frankly, I love the !~ish, 

pe.rticula!"ly \vhen they are on my side. Ily bible 

tells me - ... motheJ." e.lwavs kept the fatnily bibls,. 

and rnv vri-re kept her ~e.mily bible. That bible tells 

me that I am of Welsh and No:rwegian descent. Doesn't 



help you much on an ~ceasion like this. But I un

derstand that adversity builds character .. But I 

won•t den.'" this ancestral heritage. But I do f~el a 

sort of" kinship with the Ir·sh ; and I wil:l admit that 

there have been times, if ? OU won•t tall the folks 

back home, that I have shaken the famil .. tree just 

a l:lttle b t in the cause of getting some· much need

ed. votes. 

I remember, for exa~ple, back in 1960 --

and tha.t was a great year; that Wa.s the :rear that 

Bob donsH1ine said that America. on-ce and. for a.ll 

eliminated that old s gn that ·"Irish need not appl~ "· 

Early in that 7rear, j t ~as good. for the Irish; and 

early in the year t was bad for Humphrew· . And some 

of you folks · ~ apparently, have forgotten; I haven•t. 

I remember very we1l· oampaigning with cur ·late and 

be:loved President Kenned~ UD in the narm oount~y~ 

(Applause} r remember oampaicn n~ up in the ~arm 

country of northwe:ltern Minnesota, Where the Soandi

na:v1.a.ns life ... and believe me they are there -· and 

some folks told me that it might be a little dlffi-
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cuJ. t in that area.. I would go up tha:re and I would 

eampaign for our candidate, this man that ~~s to be

come our President. I .gathered these fine Soandin6tvians. 



around me in a good olu coffee elatch, whioh we 

would. have in the morning, evening, noonl whatever 

time i t was. As I sa;r , we would get together. I 

can still hear them: I am not go:ing to vote for 

him, I woUld say; Now, look here, listen t o me; 

my· fr i ends. I want to tell ;rou a little bit about 

Irish history-, things that you rnay not even know, 

and things that I hope you won't tell back home. 

T sa d: I want to tell you something special about 

.my friend; -ana. I spok& ot him then as a fellow ·sana-

tor, and. S.Poke of hitn as a friend , John Kennedy . 

! said; Yott see those blue eyes. Havo you ever no .... 

tired that sandy hair? Do you see that fine ruddy 

Qomplexion? By this time I would have their atten-. 

tion; they had forgotten some of their prejudices. 

And then I would say: Do you remetnber the d,ays \then 

the Vi kings invaded !~eland? (Laughter) Do you 

remember those strong. health ;- mEm? Do ~ ou remem-

ber those ~ovely~; love~. , lovely ladies? I said: 

Here is the secret o1' this generation. John Xenned.y 

is reallv part Scandinavian. (Laughte!l 

23 

And, tnY dear friends, I am happy t€> .announce 

to you tonight, lest . ou have -rcrgott~n, th.at Presi-

dent Kennedy carried Minnesota; and it was the only 
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State in the whole great plains area that he did 

oa:rry.. (Applause} 

Well , today , more than four .. rears later, 

I find myself' pres Hiing over that United States Sen-

ate; and it is a. g!"eat respons1bility and a wonder-

ful o:pportuni ty. - And there each da- be ore me I 

see th;e bearers of the great names from old Erin, 

.· the green isle. I am ser ous vmen I tell ;.tou that · 

some of the greatest names 1.n American pol tical li:re, 

as Mayor Wagner has told you so e-loquently tonight. 

were men of Irish ancestr .. ", who loved treeuom •nd 

justice T.r;ri th a ... )ass ion • and' v ho love 1 t even today 

with as great a ded l cat ion. There I see my triend, 

the Majorit .. Leader _;, and none f'iner, believe me; 

no tiner character will : ou ever meet than Mike 

Man$:field. (A:ppLattse) Also; Pat M'e'Namara, Tom 

Dodd, and my colleague, my f-ormer colleague in the 

United States Senate that I know just reallv thrill-

ed you in his appearance here, Gene McOarth o~ 

Minnesota. (Appla:use) And. there, o:r course, :f.s 

Tom Mcintvre; there is 'Mike Moroney; there is -· 

Governor, I want to get a Republican in here -. 

Phil Haxt; and then there are those two distinguishp 

ed. son$ of' a great family , Robert and Ted Kennedy. 
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(.Applause) 

I remember baek to the ear~y days in ·my 

home in South. Dakota, where I vvas born - and my 

friend, Mr. Farle , will remember these day8, be

ca.m~e he there met my fathe.r or, should I stl.'Y, my 

father met him. I remember those da.?s when the 

I.r'iSh boys and girl$ that I f!,".rOW llJ? w1 th beeam;e 

teachers and doctors and lavr~rGrs of my generation., 

Their fathers had oome \Vast a.s railroaders; just 

hard workers; min6rities may I sa1 -- and donlt 

rorget 1 t -· and tJ1e ruiner 1 ty of yesterday may be

come the elite of today.. {ApplallS¢) Never fo:rget 

it .. :M1n$rs, millers and loggers 1 just plain labor

ers, but good peo le. 

I think of my father and his _pr1.d.e ln. catn

paigning out ther·e in tha·t area.. It was against 

the la\V to vote Democratic; it reall~r ;vas . You 

25 

thjnk: they he.ve trouble in Selma; you should have 

lived in South Dakota and been a Democrat. He \~S 

one of the f~w in his ao1.mty v.rho vvas for .Al Smith, 

(Ap~lause) that strong and ga~ and dedicated leader. 

~md Al Smith is a part of the great legend o-f this 

City and this State, and an ins,Pi:ration to eve:ry ;per

son that ~s ever in public 15fe. (Applause) Al 
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Smith vras truly the Happy Warrior. lie 'foilght the 

good r1ght, didn't he, and he fought it for the 

cause that he believed in, with the j:ry or battle 

and those smil~ng Irish eyes of his. Even in de

feat he was a magnifieent character and a man of 

principle. {ApplAuse·} 

And I mention thia, my friends, toni~ht 

beoa.use tt vras no accident that in the Fall months 

n the campaign 0° 1964 the aircraft that I was 

,. r:lvileged to use was christened the HaP.I?Y Warrior., 

I wanted it to be named after one that I thought 

had all o~ the qualities of brilliance; of dedi· 

eation, of principle, o~ humanity, and of the smil

ing Irish eyes that t was named after. (Applause) 

Nov!, the truth is that the Irish have 

really been Ila.PJ?Y Vfa.rrlors for lilan:; generations, 

and they have been HaP:P'Y War:riors not just one but 

many: and. that'-s why tonight 1 in my moments oi' 

serious conversation with you, I want to talk to 

you about the eaut!e of. .America. $.nd human rreedom, 

and I think we need to pause .for it just a little 

while.. The Irish, . ~es, the 'lelsh and the Norwegians, 

and. manyothers~ to be sure, are fierce opponents 

and foes of tyranny, and they are avid, :vas., at 
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times fiery $dVo{}ates of freedom. The Irish e.Jlic:, 

the Irish culture , the government can and vnll be 

made to serve the inner cr~ving o~ man for freedom 

of spirit, for comfort of body , for 9eace of soul. 

Abraham Lincoln did not create the words 

that ha-ve been so much i dentifi ed with hi s political 

carreer and his ptiblic service" Those wott'ds li tera1-

1. came from the great oulture of W'f)stern c i viliza-, 

tion to which the f r i ends or freedom. in Ireland., yes, · 

in other countri es, lent so much .. Those words, "by 

th~ people" "iV"ere first spoken, if not in ex.actly those 

lines~ by the oham.piona of freedom and the foes of 

tyranny in Ireland itself; and those of Irish faith 

bel i eve that government can 2rotect and defend, and 

that government can enrich the l ife that God has en,... 

no bled .. 

It was my honor this week, and it was 

yours, but mi net if I may say so 1 in a little larger 

~~ause I was ;privileged t-o bf;} with Speaker 

McCormack to preside in the joint sess i on of the 

Congr ess of th.e UnJ.ted States. It was my honor to 

hear the President, P . esi dent crohnson,. in his great-

est hour, in his magnificent :s1)eeeh on Monday before 

that sess ·on of' the Congress. (Ap lause} That speech 



was on only one subject. It was the subject closest 

to the heart of all of us, the cause of freedom. 

It \vas a layman1 s encyclical of freedom. President 

dOhnson requested in that s~eech protections by law 

for the consti tutional right of voting for all or 

our o_tizens. But , at the same time, he went at 

us a little deeper. He asked basic questions which 

each o us answer in our heart every day henceforth. 

There lay the greatness of the President's s~eech. 

\'le have the strength and the rortune to anS¥ver ques

tions , we in this country, as free eo le. But the 

issue is, do we have the courage? 

Tonight I am going to ask these quetions 

succinetl;.r and loudl;: and~ I hope, olea:rly so that 

we w'ill not mistake them or confuse them, questions 

that come _rom the very teachings of Jt. atr ick 

himself . Can we, my fellow Americans, have a great 

society? Can vte reall:r be free mon as long as man:t 

of us in this, the richest and ~ost powerful nation 

that the world has eve:r knovm, live in concitions 

that have been descr i bed by our social scientists 
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as cond itions of ~overt~ ? Not poverty of the ~urse 

alone, let me say 1 because that .,Poverty is the easiest 

to remed~, but poverty of the spirit that comes from 



ho.Pelessness, from frustration~ from generation af

ter generation of misery, from not being wantedJ 

from havJng no .Place, from never knowing that there 

was o· :;yortuni t.- in this the lund of oJ,>portunit ,. ; 

povertr for lack of training so long as jobs are 

d¢nied for no good reason other than the color of 

a man's skin; so long as doors are closed to immi

grants because not of what they are but where the.

"T;Tere born; so long as some of our citizens who have 

been here generation after generation, their for

bears have been here for over two _ undred l yes , 

three hundred years , and yet the are denied the 

right t polit cal ~artici~ation in what we call 

democracy. 

I ask you tonight, can we be free men so 

long as millions of our ,t?eo;?le live w. thout o..v_por

t nit. , without proper care, without the light of 

hope? Do we beljeve that men are created equal, 

or do tv-e j st sa~ it? Do we reall ,. believe, m 

fellow Amer cans, in the Pledge of Allegiance, 

"one nation under God, indivisjble, with liberty 

and jUBt- ce for all", or do we just ask our child

ren to recite it? {Applause) Do we immigrants be

cause all of us a.:re, :1n a very· real sense, immi-
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grants, or sons of immigrants ........ do we still offer 

welcome to these ·who \1ou..1d come to America t o build 

a better li:fe and to enri ch our societ ? Are we 

willing, I ask ::-ou tonight? to _pe. the .Price fo · 

educ.a.tion for our children for n world. the. t is 

fr1ghten1.ng ln its danger and so exciting in its 

prom.iseJ and then do we still in America stand :for 

the bel i e:f that the wo:rld need not destroy itself 

b war, and that we Americans can help otl:rers , " too, 

to find a better society? · ·' 

I know the a.ns;vers are not easy- · The. ques

tions are easy . 'Freedom is not easy " I think what 

this generation needs to knov;r , as. you know it , but 

we need to teach it to others, is that freedom ·has 

never been free. It is costly . It i s ~recious . 

Vle hear many voi c·as today sa:y.1ng that 

Am~riea is -over-extended in the wor~d; that other 

!)eople's problems need not be our problems; th.at we 

ought to close up abop and sto.P being the fighters 

:ror freedom and enjoy the .Pl~asures and the riohea 

and the lu:mr~ or life that is so much available 

to us her~ at home. 

But , thank God, I sa. r to you that we have 

not heard. such words from the responsi le leadership 

ot ,our nation; and, thank God, we haven't heard such 
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words from a nation that doesn't enjoy the afflu-

enae of this society, that doesn't enjo_y the ~ower 

and the wealth of America. 

And I ask you, those vho are so ~roud of 

their Irish heritage, to think of what the words 

are, that come from a little country that Ambassador 

Guest will represent, vtb.ere he ,·rill 

nation, that nation of Ireland. To 

• 

:reprejent ou~ 
the e ntrary,. 

the Irish have made a great oontrib tion to a etter 

world, a.nd the~T haven't said that they •fill withdraw. 

They are busy in the .Qrocess of building a greater 

sQciet." for themSelves and keeping the peace. Even 

as a small country making a e;reat contribution, Irish 

arm officers, my fellow .. neJ.."'j.oans, uere on that 

armistice line bet1een the Arabs and the Israelis 

in 1949 to keep the .rteace in the Middle East; and 

in 1958 Ir~sh troops were serving w·th the United 

Nations grou) during the Lebanese crisis; and again 

in 1960 the Irish gallantl represented our vorlu 

in another hot spot, and. Irish battalions served 

with d:J.stinction in the Oongo when the connlunists 

were seeking to take it over, and they suffered lll8.ny 

casualties in that f'arawa.- place the.t their sons 

never heard o:f. Last year, as you may recall~ Ire-
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land responded ~or troops to maintain the peao~ on 

O'Jllress~ and more than a thousand Irish troo_ps are 

in that oountry totla.y. T'ne Irish contingent is the 

second largest contingent in the United Nations c-om .. 

mand. {A_p,L)lause) 

Gentlemen and ladies, this is vfnat I mean 

b:- :righting for freedom. Yes , it has been said that 

the Irish are the ighting Irish because of their 

long struggle to preserve their fai tb and :resJ~ore 

their freedom as a ·united natj.on:;. but I want to make 

tt ol.ear that the Iris'l'.1. have never engaged in a war 
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of aggression~ It is one thing, my ~allow pJnericans 1 

to fight or freedom, and it is another thing to be 

an aggressor. That t s the d:tfferenoe between a patriot 

and a tyrant~ {_pplause) 

So I conclud~~ nr~t fri ends, by sca.ying that 

this America of ours can learn lessons not only from 

its oVtn history but trottt the lands of tho sons and 

the daughters that helped make this history. For 

who i n the wor'ld. w;l.ll struggle Tor fr,eedom if ".'fe 

do not; who vill preserve the ~eaae, my fellow Ameri

cans, if' we do not; vmo will set the example and of• 

fer the needed. helJ;>ing hund i:f.' \Ve do not? Why do you 

think that God Almighty has so blessed this nation 1.m-.. 
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less we are willing to undertake the responsibilities 

that come ,_th the privileges of leadership? 

e live at a ti~e when everyth ng is diffi

C1lt; wen t1ero are no }re-cooked , .Pre-conceived 

answers. We 1 ive .t a time when we must have the 

patience, as never before. And I o.sk . oul have you 

the ... atience, :for instance , to t1orlc and to bleed 

or freedom of other peo~le several thousand miles 

away :rrom bome months and ~~ears ahead 1'li thout any 

guarantee o:r total success? 

I toll you tonight that the communist for

ces have that patience, and that if we do not, we 

vfill be unworthy of the her·tago that ~ s ours. 

( pplause) 

This, m.... r ends, is what the Great· Socj ety 

is all about. It is not a phrase ; it is a sacrifice. 

It is the recognition that a. second car and ... ower_ 

lavm morers are not enough. It i s the recognition 

that we in this nation stand for something not seen 

ever before in this 't'mrld b; a ma. o:r povrer. We stand 

for human dign · t , and we stand for individ.ua.l fUl

fillment of men and women • 

.. fello Americans, the difference betvmen 

a totalitarian and a free man is his belief ·n human 
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dignity - a dignity that does not come by law; a 

dignity that does not cone b .. - edict, but a dignity 

that comes because God c~eated man in His own image, 

and everr· man has a s_ga.rl-:: of' the iv ne \rl thin him. 

(Ap.Plause) 

e tonie;ht 1 n this ll'Tonder:rul d:tnner, with 

c.ll or our ga:ret;·, and all of our Jo~r, let us never 

forget that tonight we stand ~or free government and 

for tree s eech, and government o~ tho people; and 

'T.Ve stand for peace without conquest, and we stand 

for the belief that others in less fortunate places 

should have the opportuni t;r of the blessings o:f free 

dom and abundance, shnuld be 'free of t ,:-rranny. And 

we stand for the pledges made by men and women who, 

vea.rs ago, left the old ·ways and f'ought a living out 

o'f the soil and the streets 'of a new continent, as 

~'"our fathers and :Tour grandfathers did. And never 

forget it. It sometimes seems that some of us who 

···'-' · have the old dream are still in the m:inor1t~ .. ; but 

I thin .. not. 

But on this St. Pntr ck' s Do..... this bless-. , 

ed SaJnt, surrounded by freedoms, Hap _.t v- Warriors , 

and that you are, I know that this dream of dignity, 

.. , and.~th' js dream of freedom, a.nd th::s dreatn of oppor-
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tunity for all, still lives; and i know that it will 

be f'ultilled .. 

Ana I sa~r to you , ma~,. the blessings o'f that 

beloved Saint that you honor and worship, the bless-

ings of Patrick, and all of the Saints o:f' Irel~nd, 

and the world over, be on you, and all the blessings 

be on the I:Pish and all oi' your fr:lends,. May our 

cause prevail ton:i gbt ~ Ma.1 freedom live. M..,. God 

and joy 4 Thank vou. 

(The audience arose and applauded.) 

PP.ESlDENT MORAN: Thank you very mu.e?->~-Ml":;--

~ -Pre.siiient, tor honol"ing us with yonr presence --- _,/ 
here tonigh . "an~also, for . our ·' most ~tirring ad.. 

. -~ 
- ""~ dress. """'.,.- ~ 

.Y - .... ~ ,/ y -. ...... ,,-:;,,, 

,.,..~- .......... 

And ].lofi"~ gentlemen, tc:r ~ purpose of ,.,., 
4 tP-_.,-" 

saouri t>·( "'I ask ea.ch one of you to rema ~ in :rour 
~/ "'-.. 

sea:(~· until after the Vice...Pres5 dent has le~ he 
~~- . 

~ dais and the Ballroom. -......_, 
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