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Today, I wish to suggest two important propositions ...... ---
about contemporary American life~ 

~ First: That the opportunity to choose is the 
41 

f oundation of freedom[ And never in our history has 

the individual American had the range of choices and 

the capacity to choose that he has today. 

~Second: That we must, nevertheless, continue to seek .. 
ways to expand this foundation of freedom -- this 

opportunity to choose until it becofnes a reality for 

all Americans. 
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~The vision of a Great· Society is not the~ 
of a welfare state.~elfare programs provide only 

temporary assistance to persons in urgent economic 

or social need. Today we must look beyond this. We 

must attack also .the root causes of ignorance, disease = -- - ..... 
and poverty. ,..,_ .,..""-~,l·•'t~~ .. -.,.-~DJ,::f; 
~et us, therefore, describe the Great Society not 

as a welfare state, but as a state of opportunity. --~Man must possess opportunity in tangible terms 

to develop his abilities and potentialities to the 

fullest , if he is to be truly free. 

~And although some men may choose to squander this 

opportunity -- all men must be given the chance to - :- -
lead meaningful and satisfying lives• 

The Great Society is based on the proposition that 

every American shall have that chance. 
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~No opportunity is more vital to the future of 

this republic than the opportunity to receive an - . 
education to the limits of one's abilities and 

according to one's willingness to work 1~Thomas Jefferson 

recognized this fundamental truth over 150 years ago: 

never was and never will 

In 1900, four Americans in every hundred between the 

agesi of 18 and 21 attended college . In 1961 it was 

~~··· over thirty-two P"fn 1900 rich and poor alike, if 

adequately qualified, had the right to attend college 

~§Ut how much real choice existed? 

~In terms of 1900, seven-eighths of you would not be 

here listening to me~·· seven-eighths of you would not 

have had the choice of attending this university ... 

seven-eighths of you would not look forward to the 
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opportunities open to you. 

~ But, never forget, you are still among a 

privileged minority in this country, 

You are receiving a first-class education at 

this great university. But what of the more than 

100 thousand of our brightest high school graduates 

each year who will not go to college unless 

opportunity is expanded still further? 

~What of the million young people who will quit ·~..-f .. 

high school each year if we fail to make learning ~ 

I 
an exciting and challenging experience? 

~ What of the 400 thousand new classrooms needed 

to absorb the young minds coming to our elementary 

? 
and secondary schools in the next five years? ' 
~resident Johnson proposed in his historic education 

message to the Congress that we declare a national goal 

of Full Educational Opportunity. The evidence indicates 

that the American people support this goal . 
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~This year, for the first time, public opinion 

polls show that Americans consider opportunity for -
education to be their most important domestic concern,_ 

~ This feeling reflects a growing realization of the 

cost of inadequate or 

~ l waste of human potential. 

~~n.a.de•q•u•at•e--~~----~-----------
('1 \ high school dropout is twice as likely to be unemployed 

as the high school graduate, and five times as likelyooh" .,., ~ 

as the college graduate. 

(-.) Lr:,adequate 4~ucati': leads to pover,:;,v: Two-thirds 

of the families in which the father had less than eight 

years of schooling find themselves locked in economic 

hopelessness- P~ ~~ , 
(.,) " Inadequate education perpetuates itself in future 

generations: The children of the unemployed and poor 

become themselves unemployed and poor. ..-

I 



· w.,·~w oJ.., .. ,dJ~LJ."••t;,;. · .. ~ ht':t••• 
ff ~+..U~•-*h ta·r.-·. ~ 1'/wJ/J 
pjiUIII;~~~- .. -6-~-tiM IJw.4&J ,....~ ............. 

people are ready for bold and 

efforts in education ~~~::...~ 
Friday ening the House of Representatives 

demonstrated 

...,,...,,.,. ... --=t 
this readines~by passing overwhelmingly 

the Elementary and Secondary Education Bill of 1965. 

I ,.,_,...,~ 

~ This ~ will help more than 48 million school 

children in this country. It provides one and a third 

billion dollars for elementary and secondary education 

(and more than 92 million dollars will come to California). 

attack other problems -- old problems extending far - ._,. 
beyond the question of poverty • 

~It provides funds for tJ~-t~t•• .. ._l_. ........... ne~ school 

teaching materials ......... . 
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~ )t a? 'l ~66 the development of community education 

centers to enable students of all ages to supplement 

and continue their education in new imaginative ways• 

~President Johnson has also proposed a comprehensive 

···---~~~~· s Hi 

uate scholarship 

'I 
a year families. 

2 It establis 
,. 

s a student ends~ ........... I 

an additional 

This legislation e 

colleges and universitie 

education and extension c 
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It authorizes a five-year program to help 

colleges and~~· ll~·J-~~~~ 
finally, it ~ 

~--
program to assist sm~leges in 

/ ¢ u a• 

strengthening 

We seek to 

In adopting this approach, we look beyond conflicts 

that have ..... 
essential 

divided us in the past, and deprived us of 

ed~cational \Ld.~W: look beyond regional 

conflicts, federal-state conflicts and church-state 

conflicts to the real challenge: the education of 

f"*f•'"'i•· . 
millions and the future of America. And it will be done 

within the guidelines of the First Amendment to the 

Constitution. 

~e federal government is ready and willing to assume 

its full share of the burden of expanding educational 

opportunity. We appreciate that tax resources of many 

states, even of California, will not permit great enough 
....... 
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expansion of educational facilities. 

~ This challenge requires commitment and action at 

every level of government: federal, state, and local. 

~California, perhaps more than any other state, has 

sought to make equal educational opportunity a 

reality for every child. In so doing, California has 

provided the nation with a model higher educational 

system. 

~· Your education at the University of California gives 

you a rare opportunity to lead pvoductive lives. 

~Hopefully, you will continue ·your education so that 

the old idea of graduation as a 11 commencement 11 will be 

realized in your lives and in the lives of your children. 

L. Hopefully in you will recognize the obligation to 

return to your community and participate actively in 

bettering your society and your nation~Education is not 

just receiving. True education also involves giving 
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of one's knowledge ... talents .•. ability ... faith --
and compassion. 

~ And each of us bears an even higher obligation. 

Alexander Hamilton wrote in the First Federalist paper: 

11 It seems to have been reserved for the people of this 

country by their conduct and example to decide the 

important question: whether societies of men are really 

capable or not of establishing good government from 

reflection and choice, or whether they are forever 

destined to depend for their constitutions on accident 

and chance. 11 

we today possess the courage, the wisdom, the 

sense of justice, and the determination to continue to 

answer "yes" to Hamilton's question? Can we make good 
l!llllllllr 

government a product of our minds and our hearts? Will 

we possess the breadth of vision to fully develop 
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democratic government for ourselves and all 

mankind? 

~ The founders of this Republic considered 

Americans a chosen people capable of accepting the 

burden of choice -- a people who could assume 

voluntarily the burden of freedom. 

~Our founders accepted that responsibility. And, 

in doing so, they changed the world.~Today a similar 

opportunity is within our grasp -- the chance to more 

'=- -
nearly complete this task in America. 

Let us, then, accept seriously our obligation to 

liberate the 

everyone the 
r 

human spirit in America ... to extend to 

opportunity to lead a life of choice~This 
life is never easy -- for freedom entails responsibility, 

and responsibility brings lasting burdens. ~ 

-~ this life also offers the rare OPPortunity ----
of self-fulfillment. 
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~This life offers us opEortunity to join in the 

creative task of building the America begun but 

never complete. 

...... ,... .J-/.iitlC ~._ ~-"! 
u. ~~t .... ,JJ__. .. _ 
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Today , I wish to suggest two important propositions about contemporar;y 

Amer ican life . 

First: That the opportunity to choose is the foundation of freedom. And 

never in our histor~· ha s the individual Amer ican had the range of choices and the 

capacity to choose that he has toda;r . 

Second : That we must, nevertheless, continue to seek way s to expand this 

foundation of freedom -- this opportuni t ;;r to choose until it becomes a reality 

f or all Americans . -
The vis i on of a Gr eat Societ:r is not t he vision of a wel fare state . Welfare 

programs provide onl:t temporar;y- ass istance t o persons in ure;ent economic or social 

need. Today , we must l ook beyond this . We :11ust attack also the root causes of ------
ignorance, disease and povert~ ·. 

Let us, therefore, de s cri be the Great Society not as wel far e state, bu t 

as a state of opportunity. 

Man must possess opportunity in tangible t erms to develop hi s abili t i e s and 

potentialities to the fullest, if he is to be truly free. 

And although some men ma;y choose to squander this opportuni t y - - all ·mEID. 

must be given the chance to lead meaningful anJ satisf~·in.z lives • 

. The Great Societ ;>· is based on t he proposl tion ·- that ;ever'\' · American :.:shaJ.l: .have 

that chance. 

No opportuni t~c i s iwre vi tal to the future of this republic than t he oppor-

tunit~· to receive an education to the lir.dts of one's a t i l ities and a ccording t o 

one ' s willingness to work . Thomas Jeffer s on recogni zed t his foundamental truth 
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over 1 ?C ;years a&;o: "If ;y-ou expect a nation to be ignorant and free, you expect 
what never was and never will L;e . " 

In the past bu years we have made ilapressive progress in expanding educational 
opportunities. 

In ·19GC , four Americans in every hundred between the ages of 1:.5 and 41 attend
ed college. In ·1961 it was over thirty-two. In 190C, rich and poor alike, if 

adequately qualified, had the right to attend college, but how much real choice 
existed? 

In terms of 190C , seven-eichths of you would not be here listiming -tnGme """ 
seven-eighths of ;y-ou would not have had the choice of attending this university • ". 
seven-eighths of j-ou would not look forward to the opportunities open to :you . 

But, never forget, ;y-ou are~ill among a privileged minorit;r in this countrJ:·· 
You are receiving a first-class education at this great university. But 

what of t he more than 1CG thousand of our brightest high school graduates each 

:rear who will not go to col lege unl ess opportunit~- is expanded stil l further. 

What of the r;"illion :·oung people who wil l quit high school each :rear if we 
fail to make learning an exciting and chall enging experience? 

What of the 400 thousand new cl assro01us needed to absorb the young 111inds 
coming to our elementary and secondary schools in the next five years? 

President Johnson proposed in his historic education message to the Congress' 
that we declare a national goal of Full Educationl Opportunity. The evidence indicates 
that the American people support this goal. 

This year, for the first time, public opinion polls show that Americans consider 
opportunity for education to be their most important domestic concern. This feeling 
reflects a growing realization of t he cost of inadequate or .incomplete education~ 
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the waste of hUllian potential . 

Inadequate eJucation l eaL: s to unemploj111ent: The hi[h school dropout is twice 

as likel3- to be unemployed as the hieh school sraluate, and five ~ as likel y as 

the college eraduate . 

Inadequate education l eads t o poverty·: Two-thirds of the fa.11ilies in which 

the father had l ess then eieht years of school ine find themsel ves l ocked in economic 

hopel essness. 

Inadequate education perpetuates itself in future generations: The children 

of the unemplo;yed and poor become themselves unernplo:.;red and poor. 

The Araerican people are readJ· for Lol d and creative efforts in education . 

Late last Friday evening the House of Representatives demonstrated this readiness 

L~ ' passing overwhelmingly the Elementar~.r and Secondary Education Bill of 1965. 

This Bill will hel p more than 4'0 rai =.lion school chil dren in this country . It 

provides one and a third billion dollars for e·lementary and secondary education . (and 

more than 92 million doll ars will come to California) . More than a bi::;_l ion dollars 

will Le devoteJ specificall;;: to helping the chil dren of the poor . 

The Elementar;; anu Secondar;; E\ ~tucation Bi::l wi:i.l attack other problems -- old 

problems extending far beyond the question of povert:- . 

I t provides funds for ele:11entar;;·- and seconJar;r school li braries . 

It helps local schools acquire up-to-Jate textbooks and teachin~ materials " 

It authorizes the development of comn1unitJr education center s to enable students 

of all ages to supplement and continue th~il' education in new imaginative ways . 

It provides for greater educational research and development -- and this has been 

seriousl;-y- neelected in recent ;;;ears. 



• 

- 4 -

President J ohnson has also proposed a comprehensive prosram of assistance for 

our colle~es and universities . This Administration's Higher Education Bill provides 

undergraduate schol arship grants of up to 3GC dol:iars a ;year for high school graduates 

fro:ru low-income fa.1,il ies. It estab..Lishes a student l oan insurance fund and extends the 

National Del'ense Ec"Lucation stuc.lent :Loan proeram for an additional three years . 

This l egislation estaLlishes a pro[Truu to hel p colle 2:es anJ universities develop 

lliore effective adult education anJ extension courses. 

It authorizes a f ive-:-ear proe:ra:. •• to hel p colle~es and universities acquir e 

library materials and traineJ l i t,rar;y personnel. And. , finall;> ·, it estatlishes a pro~r-&n 

to assist swall er colleges in strengthenine-; their acaderr,ic programs. 

We seek to help students. 

In adopting this approach, we look be;yond conflicts that have divided us in the 

past, anJ de_pr :ived us of essential educational aid. We l ook te~-ond re~ional conflicts, 

federal-sta t e confl icts and church-state conflicts to the real challenge: the 

education of millions and the future of A.1erica . And it will t e done within the 

zuidelines of the First A..end:ment to the Constiitution. 

The federal government is read~ · anJ wil::;.. inc to assume its full share of the 

burden of expandinc educational opportunit:,. We appreciate that tax resources of 

.uan;)'" states, even of Ca:iifornia, wi:il not permit great enouch expansion of education 

facil ities. 

This challenge requires conr:.litment and action at ever: ·· level of govermuent: 

federal, state, anJ local. California , perhaps lilore than an:; other state, has sought 

to make equal educationa l opportunit~:· a real it:;.:· for ever: .. child. In so doing , 

California has provided the nation with a wodel higher educational s:;·stern . 
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Your education at t he University of California gives ~-ou a rare opport unit:r 

to lead pr odu ctive l ives. HopefullJ·, ~ ·ou will continue your education s o that 

the old i dea of graduation as a "coro:n.encement" will be realized in your l ives and 

in t he l ives of ~ -our chil dren. 

Hopefully, :.-·ou will recognize the obli gation to return to your communit:r 

and participate activel;y· in bettering your society and :your nation . Education i s 

not just r eceiving. True education also involves ~iving of one's knowledge 0000 

talent s •. • a bility .•. f aith and coillpassion. 

And each of us bears an even higher obl i zation. Al exander Ha:;.ilton wrote in 

the First Feder al ist paper : "It seems to have been reserved f or ·t he people of thi s 

countr f t.:v t heir conc.luct anJ ex~ple to decide t he il.11portan-i:, questi on: whether 

societies of men are reall~- capabl e or not of establishing good governroent from 

reflection and choice, or whether the~r are forever destined to depend f or t heir 

constitutions on a ccident and chance." 

Do we toda:- possess t he c.ourag~ the wisdom, the sense of justice, and the 

deb=Jrrn1nation to continue to answer " :;'es" to Hamil ton's question? Can we make 

good government a produ ct of our minds and our hearts? Will we possess the breadth 

of vision to full:r develop democratic govermuent for ourselves and all mankind? 

The fo~ders of this Repu blic considered Americans a chosen peopl e capable 

of accepting the burden of choice -- a people who could assume voluntarily the 

burden of freedom. 

Our founders accepted that re sponsibilit;y-. And, i n doing s o , t hey changed 

the world. Today a similar op:;;ortunity· i s within our erasp -- t he chance t o more 

nearl~- complete this task in A:4erica . 
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Let us, then, accept seriouslJ- our obli gation to liberate the human spirit 

in ~erica .•• to extend to everyone the opportunity to lead a life of choice " 

This life is never eas~r -- for freedom entails responsibility·, and responsibility 

Lrings lasting burdens . 

And, yet, this life also off ers the rare opportunitJ· of sel f-fulfillment " 

This l ife off ers us opportunity t o join in the creative tas1c of building 

the .A:::.1erica begun but never coruplete. 
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Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank you. 

Thank you, President Kerr, for your generous, gracious 

introduction, and more significantly for your meaningful and 

powerful message. 

Chancellor Murphy, Governor Brown, the Regents, those dis

tinguished Americans that are here today to be honcred by this 

great University, my fellow Americans, and my fellow students: 

This is a wonderful opportunity and privilege for any man, 

and my topic today is going to he on the subject of opportunity 

and freedom in this, the most exciting period of history. 

I must say that it always gladdens my heart a bit to know 

how the process of emancipation constantly moves through the 

American scene, and I stand before you today as one example. 

For years, yea , unto fifty-three years, I've gone through life 

being known as Hubert H. Humphrey (laughter) and at long last, in 

the spirit of good fellowship and strong partisanship, I was 

exposed. (Applause). And today, I stand before you, the truth 

having made me free (laughter) being known to friend and foe alike 

as Hubert Horatio Humphrey. (More laughter and applause) 

I am indeed honored to be invited as the Charter Day speaker. 

This, the 97th anniversary of this great university, a university 

that has excelled in scholarship, science, the humanities and the 
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arts, and basketball (applause) and I am looking forward to the 

day that I can go home to my own university and say exactly the 

same thing. (Laughter) 

I enjoy visiting with fellow students, and I say fellow 

students because I feel that in a very real sense the process 

2. 

of learning never stops, if you will but let it continue. And I 

have a great teacher and very renowned professor that has been 

teaching me and guiding me in the ways of political life and 

political science for better than 16 years, and I'm here to tell 

you that he knows how to exercise all of the elements of both 

discipline and inspiration. My teacher is our President, President 

Lyndon Johnson (applause) and his theme and his guiding spirit 

is found in those words that he chooses to recite so many times 

from the prophet Isaiah, "Come, let us reason together." And 

may I add that in a time of emotion, tension and irrationality 

that to ask me to come and reason together is not always the most 

popular course, but it is without doubt the right course. And 

today and tomorrow I am going to place myself on the side of 

reason, on the side of asking people to think things through 

rather than just to fight about all things. 

Yes, freedom and opportunity, two old words in the lexicon of 

democracy. Two words that frequently are bandied about with all too 

little interpretation. Freedom and opportunity are the key 

words; they set the tone and the theme of current, contemporary 

American society. In fact, this is what the whole worid wants. 

People do not seek to be enslaved; they do not ask for dictatorship; 

they do not ask to be dominated. They seek freedom in all of its 

beauty and all of its demands and they surely seek opportunity. 
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This is at the heart of the restlessness of our time. And for 

those that want a tranquil and almost an apathetic existence, 

do not indulge yourself then in th~ughts of freedom and opportunity 

because freedom is energetic and opportunity promotes a form 

of restlessness that is best known to youth and often and best 

understood by those in maturity. 

I wish, therefore, to suggest two important propositions 

about contemporary American life. First the opportunity to ehoose 

is the foundation of freedom. And never in our history has the 

individual American had the wide range of choices and the capacity 

to choose that he has today. Second, that we must continue to 

seek ways to expand this foundation of freedom, the opportun ity 

to choose, until it becomes a reality for all Americans because 

freedom is not static, nor is opportunity. It must grow or die. 

It must either expand or wither. And this is a nation that I trust 

has dedicated itself to the continuing processes of growth. As 

!listened to the remarks of Dr. Kerr, I couldn't help but once 

again reflect upon this continuing process of emancipation. Each 

generation, each decade, we seek to free ourselves, I hope and 

trust, from the limitations of other days. 

I have said from many a platform that I believe in the study 

of history. But I believe, more importantly, in making history. 

Each of us should add our line, our chapter, our paragraph to the 

history of our times. History then becomes exciting rather than 

just a requirement. And who else but students can add to the 

chapters of history? 



When I speak of opportunity as a reality for all Americans, 

I do not once again just utter a platitude, but I speak of it 

as the challenge and as the demanding requirement of our time. 

It is about time that the hypocrisy that we have indulged in 
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for so long be cast aside. If we really mean "One nation, under 

God, with liberty and justice for all," then let's live it, and 

not ask our children to merely mouth it. And repeat it. Because 

the repetition of less than a fact can distort the concept of 

truth. 

The challenge , therefore, in every home and in every area 

of this nation is that "liberty and justice for all" be not only 

a promise, but a reality. 

Now the vision of a Great Society---what is your vision? 

Well, my vision is not the structure of a welfare state. Welfare 
ed 

programs, of course, are nee~ and they provide, however, only 

temporary assistance to persons in urgent economic and social 

need. Today we know that we must look beyond this. We must 

attack the root causes of our present disability. The root causes 

of ignorance, of disease, of poverty, and better yet, today we 

have the means to do it. Oh, I've heard so frequently that the 

poor will always be with us, and I've heard of course that there 

is little or nothing that you can do about the poor. But that was 

for a yesteryear. Today we have the know-how, the means and the 

resources to do much about this ancient plague. Let us therefore 

describe our Great Society not as a welfare state but as a state 

of opportunity. Man must possess opportunity and possess it in 

tangible terms to develop his abilities and his potentialities to 



the fullest if man is to be truly free. This is what the 

late beloved President Kennedy said in his message to the 

Congress on his Education Act of 1962 which I note is quoted 

in your program today. And although some men may choose to 

squander this opportunity in their right of choice, all men, 
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all men must be given the chance to lead meaningful and satis

fying lives. To put it more simply, no government owes every man 

a living, but a just government of the people, by the people and 

for the people does owe everyone an opportunity to enjoy the 

blessings of life. (Applause) 

The Great Society is based on the proposition that every 

man shall have that chance, not merely the theoretical choice 

but a choice that he can make intelligently becaus.e he's equipped 

to decide between alternatives . The Great Society is concerned 

not with the quantity of our lives, but rather with its quality, 

with the true richness of character, of enlightenment, of under

standing. And not merely the richness of the purse or the 

property or the goods. And I submit that no opportunity is more 

vital to the future of this Republic, indeed of all mankind, 

than the opportunity to receive an education to the limits of 

one's abilities and according to one's willingness to work . 

Thomas Jefferson, truly a great educator, recognized this 

fundamental truth over 150 years ago and his. words of that day 

apply today, even more so. He said, "If you expect a nation to 

be ignorant and free, you expect whatrever was and never will be. 

Thomas Jefferson said in other words that the price of freedom 



is enlightenment. The inspiration of progress is education and 
I believe that we Americans have been moved from the beginning 

of our national existence by respect and love for education. 

This tremendous effort of both public and private education 

bears witness to my claim. We've made impressive progress in 

expanding educational opportunities. But let me review a little 

history for you: 

In 1900, not long ago, four Americans in every hundred 

between the ages of 18 and 21 - four! - attended college. In 

1961 the record was much better. It was 32 out of one hundred. 

In 1900 rich and poor alike, if adequately qualified, had the 

right to attend college. But how much real choice existed? In 

terms of 1900, seven eighths of all the students here listening 

to me today would not be here. 

6. 

Seven -eighths of you would not have had the choice of attending 

this university. Seven-eighths of you would not look forward to the 

opportunities now open to you. But never forget this: that even 

though our record today is better now in this year 1965, much 

better, approximately 35 out of every 100, you are still among 

a privileged minority in this country. And a privileged minority 

has an obligation to a deprived minority. (Applause) 

It is well recognized that you are receiving first class 

education at this great university. But what of the more than 

100,000 of our brightest high school graduates each year who will 
not go to class or to college unless opportunity is still further 

extended? What about this shameful waste? What of the million 

young people who will drop out of high school each year if we 



continue to fail to make learning an exciting and challenging 

experience? 
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Let me digress to say that I think part of the problem of 

dropout is the lack of excitement and challenge in the curriculum. 

(Applause) And I would like to add my word for good teaching, 

(Applause) exciting teaching. I know I venture into dangerous 

ground (laughter) but I must add that there must be an appropriate 

balance in the presence of these great men of the letters, of 

learning, appropriate balance between research and teaching. 

(Sustained applause) 

Now what of the four hundred thousand new classrooms needed 

to absorb the young minds coming into our elementary and secondary 

schools in the next five years? A higher education of quality 

is impossible for the many unless there is elementary and 

secondary education of superior quality. 

President Johnson proposed in his historic Education Message 

to this Congress that we declare a national goal of full educa~ 

tional opportunity. And the evidence is that the American people 

support this goal because this year, for the first time, and I 

repeat, for the first time, public opinion polls show that American 

citizens consider opportunity for education to be their most 

important domestic concern. Far above taxes, far above anything 

else, the American populace, the American people, in their wisdom 

and maturity have come to the conclusion that the most important 

problem facing this nation today is opportunity for education. 

Now this feeling reflects itself in a growing realization of the 

cost, the tragic cost, of inadequate or incompleteeducation, the 

waste of human potential, and that is the waste that should be the 

concern of everyone, Our goal must be the conservation and the 

.J _ __ _ .,- __ ... -.!: 1..., ---
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There are certain facts that we now know: we know that 

inadequate education does lead to unemployment; and that there is 

no correction for unemployment until you correct the deficiendes 

of education. The high school dm pout is twice as likely to be 

unemployed as the high school graduate. And ~ive times as likely 

to be unemployed as the college graduate~ Indisputable facts. 

Too, inadequate education leads to poverty. Two-thirds of the 

families in which the father has less than eight years of schooling 

find themselves locked in economic hopelessness, locked in on 

poverty and misery for decades to come. Inadequate education 

perpetuates itself unto future generations. The children of the 

unemployed and the poor become themselves unemployed and poor. 

We know these facts and once you know the problem, then the 

challenge is before you. 

Once you know the difficulty, then you change it into an 

opportunity. And we know above all else that good education, 

meaningful education, education in the classics as well as the 

contemporaHY}~eeds, is the mainspring of social and economic 

progress, and is the shield of our defense and security. There is 

no security without it, And there is no progress economically 

or socially without it. In this unusual therefore and challenging 

period the American people are ready. They are ready for bold 

and creative efforts in education. They are ready for investment 

in education. The American people are demonstrating a quality 

of citizenship which is most commendable. They know that freedom 

is not free and that the generous allocation of resources for 

educcation is the wisest investment that a free people can make. 
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Late last Friday the House of Representatives. demonstrated 

this readiness by passing with an overwhelming majority the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, and next week, by 

the middle of next week, the Senate of the United States will 

have done the same, and by the end of the week, the President of 

the United States will have signed the most important education 

bill ever passed by the Congress of the United States since the 

Land Grant College Act of the eighteen hundred and sixties. This 

measure will help more than 48,000,000 school children in this 

country. It provides one and one-third billions of dollars for 

elementary and secondary education. And, Governor, more than 92 

million dollars will come to California. (Applause) 

But here's the important part of it. More than a billion 

dollars will be devoted specifically to helping the children of 

the poor, those who have been left behind, many of those who were 

victims of this play upon words, this ironical and hypocritcal 

situation, ' rseparate, but equal." (Applause) 

A billion dollars will be poured into that. A billion dollars 

poured in to the educational structure, in operation catch-up 

because that's what it really is, giving people a chance to 

participate. And it will attack other problems long overdue for 

attack. Old problems extending far beyond the question of 

poverty. It provides funds for libraries and up to date textbooks 

and teaching materials, development of community education centers 

to students of all ages to supplement and continue their education 

in new and imaginative ways. And it will provide funds for 

research in education sothat we will apply new teaching techniques 
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to our schools like industry has applied it to their corporations. 

Isn't it interesting that a nation that prides itself on so many 

innovations continues to hang on with dogged determination to 

old habits when at a time we need :innovation and creativeness as 

never before? Now President Johnson has also proposed the most 

comprehensive program of aid to higher education that this nation 

has ever known and we are going to pass it. I do not come here 

to explain failure. I come here to proclaim success. (Sustained 

applause) 

And may I add that while many of the theoriticians, the 

pundits, the corrnnentators, the columnists have been arguing about 

the merits and the demerits, the pros and cons, of federal aid to 

education, some of us have been busy getting it done. (Applause) 

In fact, may I say that some of us have even almost encouraged the 

arguments so that we could get it done. 

Federal aid has been poured out for the good of the nation. 

Fedeal aid through Dr. Glenn Seaborg's Atomic ~ergy Commission, 

federal aid through the Department of Defense, federal aid through 

the National Institutes of Health in the United States Public 

Health Service, federal aid through the National Science Foundation, 

federal aid through the National Aeronautics and Space Agency, 

federal aid wherever we could put our hands on it to the tune of 

eight billions of dollars. So to those who prefer to argue its 

merits and demerits, enjoy yourselves while we get on with the 

business (laughter and applaus) and we shall have more, because it 

is needed. 

We do not seek to verify the principle of federal aid or of 



local control. We seek to help students and thereby to expand 

opportunity and in adopting this approach, looking beyond the 

nit-picking and the theoretical arguments, looking beyond con

flicts that have divided us in the past, deprived us of essential 

educational aid, we look beyond regional conflicts, feder~state 

conflicts, church-state conflicts to the real challenge, the 

education of millions of our young people in order to give some 

assurance to the future of America. And I can assure you that it 

will be done, and it will be done within the guidelines of the 

First Amendment to the Constitution. We will help students, 

people, citizens because it is the student of today that is the 

responsible leader of tomorrow. And without all the niceties of 

the arguments we shall proceed to do our duty. 

Now the Federal government is ready and willing to assume 

its full share. We appreciate the limitations of state and local 

government even here in rich and growing California. We appreciate 

the tax resources that many of these states will not permit . 
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all of the expansion of the educational facilities that are needed. 

This challenge requires commitment and action at every level of 

government, federal, state and local. 

California, perhaps, more than any other state, has sought to 

make equal educational opportunity a reality for every child. May 

I say to the distinguished governor of this state that any man that 

serves as the chief executive of this state, and anyone who serves 

as a member of the Board of Regents of this great university system 

can hold his or her head high in the knowledge that at least the 

policy commitment, the goal, of the great State of California 
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has been equal educational opportunity for every man, woman and 

child without regard to race, color or creed.. (Applause) 

Might I just add this as a bit of obiter dictum: that possibly 

it is your educational establishment rather than your climate that 

has brought you the vast numbers of people to this great western 

state and has given you the fastest growing economy of any place 

in the world. N wise investment, even to the most conservative 

of financiers. (Laughter and applause) 

Now, my fellow students, your education at the University of 

California gives you a rare opportunity to lead productive lives, 

and that's what you really ·want to do. Hopefully you will con

tinue your education so that the old idea of graduation as a 

commencement will be realized as a commencement in your lives and 

the lives of your children. Remember, the person that takes this 

first step in education has entered and has completed the longest 

journey. It's the beginnings, it's that first step, and once you've 

taken it, then you commence. And the continuing procwss of advance

ment can be yours. Hopefully you will recognize the obligation that 

you owe to your community to return to your community and to 

participate actively in securing your s.ociety and your nation. 

And I want to say to my fellow students that not a one of us, 

or should I . put it affirmatively, that every one of us that have been 

the beneficiaries of public education or parochial education, of 

higher education, public or private, every one of us have been the 

beneficiaries at the expense of someone else. We never paid our way 

as individuals. People without the blessings of family have helped 
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pay the way for another f amily. Therefore those of us that are 

in this fortunate minority of having received a college education, 

we have a social obligation out of simple justice to help others, 

in a very real sense to be our grother's keeper. (Applause) 

Education is not just receiving and true education involves 

giving, giving of one's knowledge, talents, ability, faith and 

compassion. .Just giving of oneself to the good of a community 

or of a nation or a cause. And each of us bears an even higher 

obligation. Alexander Hamilton wrote in the first Federalist paper, 

"It seems to have been reserved for the people of this country 

by their conduct and example to decide the important question 

whether societies of men are really capable or not of establishing 

good government from reflection and choice, or whether they are 

forever destined to depend for their constitutions on accident 

and chance." 

Yes, a higher obligation, the obligation of providing for 

responsible social order, a responsible social order that is 

characterized by a crusading z~ for social justice. Do we today 

possess the courage, the wisdom and that sense of justice? And 

the determination to continue to answer " :6tes" to Hamilton's 

question? Can we make good government a product of our minds and 
a 

our hearts? Or must it just be/hopeful development of accidental 

circumstances? 

Will we possess the breadth of vision to fully develop 

democratic government for ourselves and hopefully, for mankind? 
fi 

C n we as the most prosperous nation on the face of the earth 
~ 



still have a conscience and be concerned about the least of 

these, the dispossessed and the unfortunate? I think so. I do 

not find my America, our America, without conscience. 
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If, for no other reason, this declaration of the war on 

poverty is good simply because it reveals that there is yet a 

sense of justice and conscience in the American people. At the 

time of our greatest power and wealth we seek peace and justice. 

At the time of our greatest production and prosperity we seek 

a social order in which these benefits and fruits can be properly 

shared. The founders of this Republic considered the Americans 

a chosen people capable of accepting the burden of choice. A 

people who could assume voluntarily the burden of freedom because 

freedom is at times a heavy cross to carry. But what a blessed 

experience for those that are up to it! Our founders accepted 

that responsibility of the burden of freedom and in doing 

so they changed the world . And they changed it with the power of 

mind and spirit. They changed a whole world with the promulgation 

of ideas and the reiteration of an ancient but living truth of the 

dignity of man. 

I say that today a similar opportunity is within our grasp. 

And an old and tired and sick world wants once more to hear these 

words of encouragement, this expression offaith that we do believe 

in human equality, that we do believe in dignity, that we do 

believe in freedom of conscience and that we believe in it not as 

a matter of law, but as a matter of spirit and soul, that we 

recognize that this great concept of human dignity is God-given 
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and God-born and not the creation of man's hand. It is a fact 

that the motivating impulse of freedom and of democracy is found 

in the spiritual tenets of our Judaic-Christian faith. It is a 

fact that God created man in His own image and in so doing expected 

man to be respectful of that creation. From this, as an old 

political science teacher, I say, comes the only verification 

for the doctrine of natural rights, for the belief in human 

equality, for the commitment to libert¥and justice. So let us 

then accept seriously our obligation to liberate the human 

spirit at least here in America, to extend to everyone the oppor

tunity to lead a meaningful life and a life of choice. This 

life is never easy. And why should it be? It offers much, it 

demands equally for freedom entails responsibility. And respon

sibility in peace or in war, in the past as in the present, 

brings lasting burdens. And yet this life offers the rare oppor

tunity of self-fulfillment. Freedom, like a beautiful cathedral, 

is the work of many generations. It takes sometimes centuries 

to build but each generation has an obligation to add its part 

and no generation has the right to destroy or to detract. 

And I say to those that are privileged to have a college 

education, "Lift your eyes and lift your sights," because you 

cannot build the grand towers and spires of this cathedral of 

freedom by looking inward and down. You must look outward and 

up with optimism and with confidence. 

This life that I speak of offers us opportunity. And it 

offers us the opportunity to join in the creative task of 

building the America begun by our forbears, but never complete. 
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Yes, the first step is the longest journey. But we are 

privileged each year, each decade, each generation in our time 

to take another step in that journey. How fortunate we are to 

live in this exciting dramatic period of creativeness, of change, 
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of challenge, of opportunity. And above all, how great a 

responsibility is ours to recognize in this exciting period excellence 

of performance; excellence of mind and spirit is the only sure 

safeguard that we have. I appeal, therefore, to my young friends 

of the year 1965 and the years to come to set as your standard 

not the goals of father and mother nor the goals of yesterday, 

but to set as your standard the goals of excellence as you see it, some-

thing that will challenge you to do the impossible. Because only 

then is it possible to save the peace and to promote the society, 

the Great Society, of which we dream. (Prolonged applause.) 

# # # 
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