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REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT 

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

to 

THE ADVERTISING COUNCIL 

APRIL 61 1965 

My friends in advertising should feel very -
much at home in the America of 1965. ------~ Not merely because our economy is booming --

and billings are up. 

You -- as representatives of an industry -
that lives by creativity -- can feel at home 

~~.:.-o 
because we ~ entering j iii 'ihk aou n'l~ the 

most creative and therefore rewarding period mf 

our history. 

~America is creating new wealth ••. ~ew and 

better goods and services 1 faster 1 for more ------



~I am particularly pleased to meet 

with my friends of the Advertising Council 

today because it was only this Sunday that 

you announced the public service campaign you are 

preparing to help members of minority groups 

in this country find better jobs. 

I 6'M 4-4 ~en.~ 
h-~~::. ::;;~;:n;-1aP.-l~ ... ~-~-... _,.~~--.-

D ~~, which will be the campa~gn sponsor. 

~ I know of no effort being undertaken in this 

country which is a better example of full 

cooperation between government and American 

industry -- and I will have a few more words 

to say about that in a moment. 

You have my whole-hearted thanks for taking 

on a job that needs to be done. 
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people, than ever before.~But we are 

creating far more than that. We are creating 

!!JIT==i~l=l=i!c==-m=:C~Y the means for sustained 

national growth .~Not just economic growth . ---
But a fuller growth which can keep us free -
and secure in the future. -i. We are improving and strengthening every 

major resource of this nation -- our educational 

system, our medical facilities, our housing, 

~~~...l~· 
our recreation~ and our most important resource, 

our people. 

~We are doing this through an unprecedented 

peacetime effort of national cooperation. 

~First, there is the creative partnersh~ 

which now exists between government and private 

industry. 

~ 
~'---. 
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~e see this most drama.ti:;:lly at Cape 

Kennedy. Vital, creative work by government, - BFTP -

the aerospace and other industry will soon put 

Gemi:: F:,:r into orqit.~B,y 1970, government 

land a man 

on the moon 

~ We see it too in Comsat -- a unique 

corporation which fuses public and private 

enterprise. ~omsat will revolutionize international 

communication. -Z We see this coo'Peration too in 

programs. Several major private corporations, 

for instance, are now serving the Office of 

Economic Opportunity as contractors in operating 

job training camps. 
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~We see it in government economic and 

fiscal policies designed to give the private 

sector maximum latitude for enterprise and 

growth. 

~kfully, business and government have 

passed the time when they regarded each other 

as natural enemies. 

~ You of the Advertising Council have 

demonstrated for many years the achievement 

in the public good which can flow from the 

great talent and resources of private enterprise. .... .. ~ 

~ There is a sec~d and broader area of 

cooperation today in this country. This is 

the cooperation which is developing between -
others who once oppo~ed each other as a matter 
~ -

of course -- cooperation between North and South, 
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Negro and white, farmer and city dweller, 

business and labor. 

~There is another word for this developing 

cooperation. It is consensus. 

~Consensus is voluntary agreement based on 

constructive dialogue, mutual respect, and 

understanding. 

~In consensus today, we Americans are 

together joining the fight on old common enemies: 

poverty, disease, ignorance, discrimination. 

~It is exhilitatiQF· It is, in the words 

of the President, 

"the excitement of becoming, always 

becoming, trying, probing, failing, 

resting, and trying again -- but 

always trying and always gaining . 11 
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United we stand. And united we gain. 

We must gain. Our needs are multiplying. 

~ In ~ive years, 211 million people will live in 

our country half of them under the age of 25. 

~In 10 years, we will need -- each year --

over two million new homes. We will need schools 

for 10 million additional children ••• welfare 

and health facilities for 5 million more people 

over the age of 60. 

~We have no time to lose. We must challenge 

the tasks at hand. 

~ We must make our cities more livable 

places where children can play and men and women 

can work, in safety and health. 

~ We must preserve our natural heritage 
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before it is lost ••• we must preserve our 

landscape and our forests. We must preserve 

clean air and water. 

~We must ~ind ways to help our rural 

citizens adjust to technological revolution 

and social change. 

~e must solve the problem o~ mass transit. 

The commuters present in this room know what 

1 1 m talking about. 

~ We have no little dreams. We make no 

little plans. 

President Johnson has proposed -- and your 

Congress is passing --

help create the freedom and 

~ Programs to provide adequate medical care 

••• to better educate our children ••• 
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~to eradicate poverty ••• to give each man 

and woman in this country truly equal opportunity. 

~These investments carry ! price ta_e;. 

But the "cost per thousand" -- or per 

man -- or per million -- of national problem ,.., 
like illiteracy, school dropouts, poverty, 

- = 
delinquency, and yes discrimination -- is 

far greater than the cost of our efforts to 

overcome these things. 

i We spend~ dollars a year per child in 

our public schools. But we spend 1800 dollars 

a year to keep a delinquent in a detention 
- - 4 

home ••• 2500 dollars a y:ar for a family o~ 

relief ••• and 3500 dollars a year for an 

in state prison. 
-- 71"' 
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~We must make the investments necessary so 

that all in our society may be productive . 

are a drain on our economy. 

resources . 

~We :ii -••••=~a have always 

from our belief that democracy can give the 

Poo;; a 

They 

greatest reward of all: the opportunity for 

each man and woman to make something better of -
himself, in his own way.~e believe in the ----
dignity and worth of every man - - not just our 

society as a whole, but each man in it . 

L That is why we educate a child . • • or give 

a hand to those without jobs or hope • •• or 
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do the things we must do to insure that each 

American, whatever his color or national origin, 

shall have his equal chance. .. 

~~We must do here at home the responsible 

tasks of freemen if we as Americans are to live 

up to our beliefs. I ask your support and your 

work for the programs which will make these 

things possible. 

also ask your support and work for 

something else: for the belief that the world 

need not destroy itself by war, and that we 
p = 

Americans can help others, too, in other places, 

find a better life. 

~ We hear many voices these days saying that 

America is over-extended in the world ••• that 

other people's problems needn 1 t be our problems 
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••• that we ought to close up shop overseas 

and enjoy our fruits here in the Good Old u.s.A. 

~oo easy, my friends. And too dangerous. 

~Who in the world will work ~or democracy i~ we 

do not? 

~ Who in the world can preserve the peace 

if we do not? 

~Who in the world can set the example, can 

offer the needed hand, if we do not? 

~We live in a time when everything is co@Plex, 

when there are no more rapid or easy answers.~e 
live in a time when we must exert our patience 

~ 
as never before. Have we the patience, for 

instance, to continue a disagreeable struggle 

thousands of miles from home -- per.haps for 

final success? ............... . 
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~ can tell you that the forces of 

totaliarianism have that patience. ' .... - . 
~ We must stand abroad as we stand at homL.. 

for the pledges made by Americans who came 

before us. We must love freedom and justice 

enough to practice it •.. and defend it. 

President Johnson has made his commitment 

to all of us. I join him in that commitment. 

We ask your help. 

- • 
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VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREYl Well, I want to thank you, 

Mr. Chairman, and I'm beginning to find that this business of 

being Vice-President .and being introduced with this formality, 

leaves one with very little time to prepare his speeches. 

(Laughter) 

I've preferred on other occasions to have those 

long, bewitching fictionalized introductions; it made you feel 

very good, and in the meantime you had a chance to recup your 

thoughts or at least get some down on paper. 

But, first let me express my appreciation for t he 

opportunity that you give me today of being with t he Advertising 

Council, and, secondly, to t hank you for the many, many fine 

public services that you have performed for our country. And 

we are well-aware of them. And I know that there are more of 

these great public services that you have in mind that you 

want to perform--

(Lau ghter) 

--and I thought I ,td just mention a few as we go 

along. 

(Laughter) 

You see, I .am somewhat aware of t he power of adver

tising, because, like in every structure there is first place, 

second place, third place, fourth place, and so on, and I'm like 

that well-known ad--! try harder .. I have to. I'm only No. 2. 

{Laughter) 

ARC 
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--You see. I knock myself out. 

2 (Applause) 

3 That 1 s why I guess today that, when I was hoping that 

4 I might have just a little more leisurely luncheon period, I 

5 received an urgent call that said the speaker that was supposed 

6 to be at the luncheon at another hotel, which for the purposes 

7 of the advertising of this hotel that I shall leave unnamed, 

8 that the speaker has been taken ill. And since vice-presidents 

9 

10 
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donft have too .much to do, we'd like to just throw you into the 

breach. 

(Laughter) 

You can imagine from !where that call came. 

(Laughter) 

And--

--I said I'd be more than happy to fulfill that 

assignment and I charged over to this other place, unnamed, and 

delivered a few remarks concerning the effort of this government 

and of the American People to help build a better rural America. 

Today I come to you less hurried and under more for

mal presentation, because there has been an exchange of corres-

pondence between us. I knew that I was supposed to be here. 

(Laughter) 

I said to this other group that I am always happy to 

fill in on these matters, and I said I just wanted them to tell 

the President that I have given my pound of flesh as I miss all 

these luncheons each day, going around making the speeches but 

ARC 
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seldom getting mqch more than a cup of coffee with a sugar lump, 

2 but I'm a great advocate of dextros e; it is energy-building. 

3 May I first thank the Advertising Council for a pro-

4 ject that you announced just this past Sunday; your public ser-

5 vice campaign preparing to help members of minority groups in 

6 this country to find better jobs. I just want to express to you 
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on behalf of the President, myself, and those of us who have 

responsibility in this area, a word of personal and public 

thanks. I am sure you know that I am the Chairman of the 

President '-s Committee on Equa 1 Employment Opportunity, which 

places me in some leadership role with the program known as 

"Plans for Progress". 

Plans for Progress are being carried out by many 

of our big corporations, and under splendid leadership, and the 

Plans for Progress campaign is now underway. We 1 re carrying 

forward as we have during the past years. I know of no effort 

being undertaken in this country which is a better example of 

full cooperation between Government and American industry than 

the program of Plans for Progress, and your efforts to publicize 

it, to make it more than just an announcement or another effort, 

you have my thanks and I hope to address myself somewhat today to 

this area of national activity. 

Well, we're living in rather exciting days. Many 

speakers come before an audience and they fill you with doom and 

gloom. And there are many things to be concerned about. I think 

ARC 
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you know them without my reciting them. We read about them 

2 every day. But the fact is that no generation ever lived .at a 

3 more exciting, exhilarating, amazing and yet more difficult time 

4 than ours. 

5 I suppose it's almost .made for a much younger genera-

6 tion, because it changes so rapidly, this world in which we 

7 live and all of the social and economic forces within it. But 
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we live at a time when more people have gained what they belive 

is their freedom than any:.'other time iln human history. And 

yet we live at .a time when more people-'s freedom is threatened 

than an.y othe~ time in human history. We live at a time when 

there are greats~ breakthroughs in the field of science and 

technology than all of the recorded days of human history, and 

we surely live at a time when the promise of our own Declaration 

of Independence, of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 

has more chance of becoming a reality than any other time in 

our history. 

So I~m not one that comes to you with a message of 

pessimism and I hope not with naive opptimism, but with at least 

a feeling of confidence and a feeling tbat if we set our line to 

any task we can accomplish it. And when I say we, I do not mean 

just your government. 

Let me make it perfectly clear that the struggle in 

the world today is not only between two systems, but it~s between 

two ideas and two sets of moral values. It 1 s really between how 

ARC 
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different leaders and philosophers view man and his relationship 

2 to man. And we happen to have committed ourselves to the pro-
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position that all men are created equal and that they are endowec 

by their Creator--not by Government, not by Labor, not by 

Business, not by the State--but by their Creator, with certain 

inalienable rights. Which is only another way of saying that 

God created man in His own Image. Which is another way of say

ing that the reason that man is important is because of that 

spark of soul of spirit of Divinity. And the whole moral justi

fication for democracy and for freedom is found in man's rela

tionship to his God, and man's relationship to his fellowman. 

And once we understand that, then policies of govern

ment can be judged as to whether or not they really contribute to 

the emancipation and the enlightenment of mankind. Policies of 

government and of private institutions can be judged as to 

whether or not they truly reward the most precious element on 

this earth, namely, humankind. And my fellow Americans unless 

we understand the philosophical and indeed the spiritual differ

ence between what we call freedom and what we know is totalitar

ianism,there is no way to make a real moral judgment, as to 

whether we're right and they're wrong. Or as to whether or not 

the policies and the programs that we pursue are justified or 

unjustified. 

I'd like you to know how I feel about these things 

because it's easy to make a speech. But what is more important 

ARC 
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is what is it that motivates one, what are the guidelines, what 

are the guiding lights of a person's life. 

Now I believe that in the free society, that a govern· 

ment is but one of the many component parts of the social struc

ture J in the totalitarian society, the government is a 11 of it. 

It's like Louie the Fourteenth Je m~:en 1 '·Etat--I am the State. 

But in a fxee society, whe.n we speak of America, we're not just 

speaking of the Government, but we must be speaking of an Amerim 

which is Government and private and public and voluntarism, in

dividuals and churches and cathedrals and synagogues and fraternal 

orders, and Labor and Capital and Mana gement--a host, a galaxy 

of forces, of potentials. 

Now the great question is1 Can a free society with 

free government harness these forces cooperatively without 

destroying their individuality? Can, in other words, a demo

cratic society, such as ours with a republican form of govern

ment, with a government representative of the people, elected 

government, ca.n this kind of a gov.ernment bring to bear upon 

any one objective, the totality of the power that is ours in 

this America, without complete domination and control of the 

entire economic and social structure. In other words, can we 

do it wilfully and voluntarily, can we do it throu gh .cooperation 

or must it be done through domination? 

Pres ident Lyndon Johnson and his Vice-President, 

Hubert Humphrey, and your Vice-President} your President believes 
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and I believe that we can do this job of outlining national 

2 goals gaining the concensus of the people, which means the 
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support and the understanding of the people, and once having 

gained the concensus or achieving the concensus, once having 

obtained that, the great resources of America can be brought to 

bear cooperatively., voluntarily, wilfully to achieve the common 

objective or common goal. 

This is what the President and the Secretary of 

Commerce and the Secretary of the Treasury and others not long 

ago asked American business on the balance of payments problem. 

They could have gone before the Congress and said the montetary 

situation is unbelievably bad, we must do something now and 

could have made a plea for restrictive legislation, and I think 

they might have gotten it through~ But instead of that, the 

President used the power of his office not by wilful use of 

power, but the majesty of the office, to call upon the American 

people, those involved in this matter, to help themselves and 

their country and their government and indeed the whole free 

world, and through voluntarism tried to achieve an objective 

that everyone knew was essential and everyone knew had to be 

achieved. 

Well, this is a fact of our economy today. I said 

that this is an exciting period, and .advertisers should surely 

know it, and you ought to feel very much at home here in our 

America of 1965~ not only because our economy is booming and 
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because billings are up, but you can feel at home because our 

2 nation is entering the most creative and therefore rewarding 

3 period of our history. People have new names for all of this; 

4 we're always trying to put a tag on it. Creative Federalism, 
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or just a creative period--be that as it may, what we .1.re :. real;t.y 

doing is finding new answers for continuing old problems and 

some new problems and this creativity that we speak about we~re 

asking to come from everybody, not just oo top. 

We're creatiog oew wealth, oew aod better goods, aod 

we're doiog it faster and better and we're doing it for more 

people than ever before. Aod, my fellow Americans, we ought to 

be telling the world about this. I can never quite understand 

why we're such poor advertisers abroad aod such good ooes at 

home. Sometimes I wonder if we 1 re not almost afraid of what 

we're doing. I've travelled arouod this world, aod no people io 

the world have the variety of consumer goods, for example,that 

we have; no people ill the world have the sense, the--apparently 

the genius of how to distribute them as we have, and yet we let 

the totalitarian, the Communists, come forth .. with propaganda 

about buildiog a whole new society, as they say. Aod a society 

of what? A society of heavy capital goods, military power, and 

of authoritarianism. The truth is most people don~t want that, 

most people waot the good life; they want to live a life of peace, 

and one, as they see it, of joy for themselves. 

Therets no industry, for example, in the world that 
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is quite as generous as our own. And I've said many times to 

American industry, if you'll just be as open about your fringe 

benefits, abroad as you are at home, the so-called social wel

fare programs of the authoritarian or totalitarian state will 

fade into insignificance. We don't have a welfare state and 

we don't want on.e. But we have a society that's interested in 

human welfare. As a matter of fact, the benefits given by many 

of our large businesses are far more extravagant than any bene

fit ever given by a government. 

And yet for some reason or other, we are never able 

to project that full story. We're painted as grasping capital

ists, when in fact, our capitalism--and we ought to be proud of 

it ... -has given more blessings, more rewards to more people over a 

continuing period of time than any economic system that the 

world has ever known, and we ought to tell the people of the 

world about i~ in ways that they can understand it. I say this 

to you because the Advertising Council has done such a good job 

of it at home. 

Yes, I think we,re not only creating these more jobs 

as I mentioned th~s whole period of creativity in terms of our 

economy, but we~re creating the means for sustained national 

boosts. We've learned something recentlyj we've learned you 

don 1 t have to have depressions. Oh, I know, people still doubt 

that. We've learned that you don't really have to go through a 

recession. Just like you dontt really have to have smallpox, 
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once you did. We've learned how to immunize ourselves .. We 1 re 

2 going to learn how to immunize ourselves from measles too. You 

3 don't really have to have epidemics of polioJ we've learned how 

4 to do something about it. You really don't have to have floodsj 

5 we "ve learned how to do something about that. That's what man 
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has his brain for.· 

And we're learning something about fiscal and mone

tary tools, so -';that ··;we don"t have to go through these deep val

leys of recess~on and depression and then the heights and pin

nacles of prosperity and leaving mankind and human and physical 

resources scattered asunder, 

This isn't any radical doctrine. The mos.t Jconserva

tive doctrine in the world today, the most responsible doctrine, 

is how do you have stability and progress. And we've learned 

something about stability; we've always known a great deal about 

progress. We ·1ve had the longest sustained period of economic 

progress of any country.". in the history of mankind, and we haven "t 

even got s~~rted. 

And I remember when we were talking about it two 

years ago, people said "Oh, it 1 11 still be the same old way." 

One of the real problems that people have is how to cleanse their 

mind of old baggage. How do you think anew. This is why they 

change presidents of corporations, and change advertisers and 

change others; we want people that can think anew, and we need 

it in government as well as well as we do in private life. 
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I think we're going through one of the most creative 

periods in the world in terms of our human resources. We're 

improving and strengthening every major resource of this Nation. 

When I say 11We", l mean all of us--government and private sector 

I just left, this morni.ng, the director of the Ford Foundation. 

We 1re bringing together here very shortly in Washington this 

great organization with some of the institutions of our govern

ment, to see how we can implement the respective programs, pri

vate and public; we don't want the public sector to take over 

what the private sector can do, and we don't feel that the 

private sector can do everything that t he public sector can do. 

There's room for both; and instead of ppomoting a nice debate 

which finally gets down into a bitter argument, we're trying to 

promote a dialogue, so we find out where our respective places 

are and how we perform for the common good. 

We 1,re improving our medical facilities, our housing, 

md our recreation, our cultural activities ., all of which adds 

up to the conservation and the development of human resources. 

Now we're doing this through unprecedented peacetime effort of 

national cooperation, and cooperation is the theme of our time. 

It 1 s what motivates your President. He does believe in the 

words of that old prophet Isiah, "Come let us reason together". 

It isn't just a political phrase, or a gimmick; he means it, and 

the White House has become the people 1 s house, where we recon

cile differences, where the Congress itself learns more about 
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reconciliation of differences, rather tha~ the promulgation of 

2 them. We're learning how to be leaders, rather than combata~ts. 
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There "s this creative partnership which now exists between 

Government and private industry. I saw it only recently down 

at Cape Kennedy, where we saw the launching of Gemini 3. It 

never could have happened just by government, under our system. 

But there it was, an example of, really of living cooperation, 

vi tal cooperation, and we're going to see it v.ery shortly when 

Ge~ini 4 goes into orbit. I 1 m chairman of the Space Council; 

I met with the Space Council this morning. And what the space 

program teaches us is that you have a goa 1 and then you harness 

the resources to achieve it. 

Now the Soviet Union has a goal too, and it orders 

the achievement of it~ It owns the industry, it controls the 

labor, it controls the universities, it controls all. Your 

government doesntt control it at all. The man that stood in 

charge of that program that I saw, that exercise, is a man by 

the name of Cris Craft--really, his ~ame was Christopher Columbus 

Craft; I thought that was quite unique and interesting a name 

for a man to have that was in charge of the launch of Gemini 2 

and putting it in orbit; he was exploring new worlds as Christo

pher Columbus did. 

But Chris Craft was selected not by the edict of 

government, but by the cooperative effort of all the parties 

involved. There was the Defense De~rtment and NASA; there were 
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the industries, Martin that built the launcher, McDonald tnat 

put the Gemini--that built the capsule, and 2,000 s ubcontractors 

and 200 prime contractors, and all of them working together, 

and their men were there to see to it that every operation went 

off as it was planned. This is an example_ of what I call co

operation. No one had a gun at anybody's head, no one could 

have been put in jail if he'd failed. There was a pride of 

work and craftsmanship, there was a spirit of excellence, which, 

by the way, I think is the best by-.product of the space program. 

The American peop l e once again are seeing excellence 

literally perfection, craftsmanship, skilled workmen, industry 

management, universities, excellence and cooperation, more ex

cel l ence and integration of facilities. We s peak much these 

days about racial integration; very important that we eliminate 

the barriers of discrimination, prejudice, and bigotr.y_.~ This 

i s at the top priority, but my dear friends, we also need an 

inte gration of the great productive forces of our socie ty, and 

we 1 re learning how to bring government and university work ing 

together, man.age.ment and labor working togethe.r, how to bring 

voluntary and public groups workin g together rather than choo.sj.n ~ 

up sides. 

And this is what's producing the results, this is 

what's producing on the balance of payments, this is what-'s 

producing it in the amazing productivity of .our economy, this 

is what's producing it in the s pace effort, and I might add, 
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this is what's going to produce it very shortly, tonight, in 

2 the launching of COMSAT, of the 11Early Bird 11 satellite. COMSAT, 

3 our communications satellite, is putting in orbit tonight, a 

4 huge communications satellite that will tie in the whole world-

5 wide system of communications. I.n fact, wet 11 be able to have 

6 live television debates from Europe to the United States. There 

7 are some things coming up that will be almost beyond your belief 

8 We see this cooperation that I speak of in the 

9 domestic programs. Several major corporations are right now 
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serving the Office of Economic Opportunity, a Government office 

by contract by private corporations setting up Job Corps camps, 

educational establishments, using the modern educational tech

niques of our modern corporations, And we see it in government 

and economic fiscal policies designed to give the private sector 

the maximum latitude fox enterprise and growth. 

Now you of the Advertisi-ng Council have demonstrated 

for many years the achievement and the public good which can 

flow from the great talent .and resources of private enterprise. 

This Administration is committed, unqualifiedly, to the use of 

private enterprise for public good, and calling upon the great 

dynamic resources of private enterprise to fulfill both private 

and public needs. 

The spirit of cooperation is in the White House and 

in the a gencies. I noticed your friendly response to the intro

duction to the Secretary of Commerce. It pleases me when I see 
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men of industry and business be as proud as you are of the 

Secretary of Conunerce, and of the Department that he heads, be

cause that department has, as its purpose, bringing Government 

and Industry, Government alld bus iness areas of our conununity 

ill closer cooperation for the common good. And you have an 

effective spokes:man, I might add. I've heard him speak up. 

Now I think therets a second and yet broader area 

of cooperation today in our country and I want to take just a 

few millutes to remind you of it. This is the cooperation which 

is developing betweell others who once opposed each other, as a 

matter of course, between North and South. My feeling is that 

after these days of agony, the Southerll areas of this great 

America of ours are goillg to spurt forward with a powerful 

thrust, economically, socially and politically. It's really one 

of the great developing areas of this Continent. And there's 

the traditional battles between the city and the rural areas, 

and some people like to promote it. They're experts at it. 

There are many ways to stay in power politically; I've used 

several of the techniques myself. 

(Laughter) 

And having been a practioneer of them, I sort of 

kllow what happens. Alld there are professional fight promoters 

betweell the city and the rural areas; thatts their business, 

they're for hire, and some of them, if not for hire, hope to 

get paid after they've promoted a fight. And thell there are the 
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professional antigonists of business and labor. And wetre be-

2 ginning now to find out that there isn't that room in this 

3 economy. We cannot enjoy the luxury of this kind of, sort of 
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clandestine warfare, just for kicks. We have too many things 

ahead of us, too many problems, too many challenges, too much 

competition. 

Now therets another word for this developing coopera

tion that your President uses and that I use today, and that•s 

called co.nsensus. Consensus--let me define it--is voluntary 

agreement based on constructive dialogue, mutual respect, and 

ultimate understanding. It doesn't come easily. In consensus 

today, we Americans are together joining the fight on old common 

enemies; you've joined it just this :weekend, in your wonderful 

effort of promoting more and better jobs for minority peoples. 

The old enemies are poverty and disease and ignorance 

and discriminatia.n, the most wasteful, costly enemies that we 

have. I like what the President had to say about this spirit 

of consensus where we Americans are joining together in this 

common endeavor. He said: "The e :::c i tement of becoming, always 

becoming, trying, probing, failing, ~. resting and trying again, 

but always trying and always gaining." That 1 s the story of 

America, right there 1 in a capsule. 

We try and sometimes we don't make it, sometimes we 

fail. We try it again; we keep pushing. We'-re a restless people. 

And thank goodness . Because we've learned that through this 
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restlessness and through this sense of unity that we make real 

gains. 

Let me just give you a little bit of the gains that 

I think we need to make. In five years 1 that's not long my 

friends, just around the corner, they'll be 211 million people 

who are going to be living in these United States; half of them 

under the age of 25. In 10 years, we will need each year over 

2 million new homes, and we'll need schools for 10 million 

additional school children, and welfare and health facilities 

for five million more people over the age of 60. 

I submit that with these figures, which are conserva

tive, we haven t-t any time to lose. We must challenge the tasks 

at hand. What are those tasks? One of them is to clear up 

this loud speaker~ 

(Laughter) 

This roar that comes back through here. Ple.ase. 

Boy I must be hot today. 

(Laughter) 

Itm going to mention the name of that other hotel 

unless they get that off there, I~~l tell you that. 

(Laughter and applause) 

Well one of the--afte.r having completed that task, 

it seems like we've made some progress. 

(Laughter) 

I would say that one of our most important tasks is 
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to make the cities in which we live, livable, places where child 

ren can play and men and women can work in safety a~d in healthJ 

places in which you live and ~ot just work; places in which you 

grow and not just die. And any country that plans on putting .a 

man on the moo~ and bri~ging hiJil back--and we are committed to 

it you know, and we will do it--surely ought to fi gure out how 

you can get in from Long Island into Manhattan, or in ,~rom 

Bethesda-Chevy Chase into Washington, D. c. 

(Laughter) 

Secondly, we must preserve our national heritage, 

before it is lost, a~d we must preserve our landscape and our 

forests and we must preserve our clean air and water--and you 

good advertisers, I want you to get people on this one. I've 

been looking at the population statistics, and if we consume 

as many things out of tin cans in the forseeable years as we 

do now,with the increase in population we forecast, and if as 

many people .are capable of winding down the car window a~d 

pitching out th.at beer can as fast .as they have been lately, 

you 1 ll have to add bigger ditches o~ the side of the roads. 

Truly, America is a~ untidy nation, and when we have, 

as we will have, by the year 2000, 380 million people here--and 

th.at 's not far away--we '·re goi~g to need to have a much more 

beautified AJ!lerica. Might I add that one of the reasons that 

people do like to go to Switzerland and the Scandanavian countries 

is because it's pretty. Now God e~dowed this country with more 
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beauty than any of those countries, but we insist on destroying 

2 it, in the name of progress. 

3 The Advertising Council can help this great national 
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endeavor of national. beautification. We must find ways to help 

our rura 1 ci tize!ls to adjust to the t ·echllologica 1 revolution and 

social change and when I hear as many people say that one of the 

answers to the agriculture problem is to get people off the farm~, 

and where do you plan on putting them? You know, you just don 1 t 

erase people--! hope. The people that are going to leave those 

farms, my fellow America!ls, are the people who are all too often 

poorly educated; the te!lant sharecropper, and they're going to 

come into the cities that are already overburdened with all kind~ 

of social problems, that are already overcrowded. Is that the 

answer that you consider to the agriculture problem? That takes 

one problem from rur.al America and intensifies it by putting 

it in urban America. 

~o, the answer is to make rural America a more enjoy

able place in which to live; equal opportunity, with health 

facilities, with better roads, with better schools, with better 

education, with better opportunities; that's the answer. It 

isn tt to transfer the problem from ±he county coliunissioners to '1 

the city council. 

We have to solve evell the little problem of mass 

transit. The commuters ill this room know what I'm talking about. 

We waste more time getting to and from work than: .1most people do 
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working. And I want to say that if America can't solve this 

2 problem, that we'xe going to be faced with some very serious 

3 l ogistic problems in terms of our national defense and security. 

4 Sometimes I wonder if we "ve .:rea lly put it in proper 

5 perspective. Here,we spend billions of dollars for national 

6 defense, and the purpose of nationa 1 defense is to protect the 

7 people. And the simple truth is that if somebody 'd give us a 
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big scare some moxning, we"-d most likely kill half of each other 

trying to get to where we thought was a safe place. 

(Laughter) 

Transportation is yet at the heart of one-~of some 

of our problems. Fxankly we have no little dreams and we make 

no little plans. The President has proposed and your Congress 

is now passing right this afternoon, legislation which will help 

create :. an expansion of freedom and an expans ion of the areas 

of opportunity. Programs to provide adequate medical care, to 

bettex educate our children,to eradicate poverty, to give each 

man and woman in this country true equal opportunity, and that's 

what we~re after. 

Now these investments carry a price tag. If the 

cost pex thousand, or per man or per million,of national problems 

like illiteracy, school drop-outs, poverty, delinquency, and dis

crimination, is far greater than any cost that you as individuals 

or your government will pay to correct it. 

We spend $450 a year per child in public schools, and 
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people complain about local taxes. We spent $1800 a year to 

2 put a school drop-out in a delinquency home. Aud they're being 

3 filled by the thousands. And we spend $3500 a year for every 

4 inmate iu a State prison, and more iu a Federal. Aud I have 

5 yet to get a letter from a taxpayer about the cost of deliuqueuq 

6 or the prisons. But I hear repeatedly about the $450 which is 

7 the national average which we spend for public education. 

8 Now we must make the investments that are necessaryt 

9 and the wisest investment is au education, because that's the 

10 investment that makes the society more productive. Poor and un-
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educated people are poor citizens and poor consumers and poor 

producers. They are, to put it bluntly, a drain on the economy. 

They are wasted resources. Aud the most incredible disastrous 

waste of allJ is the waste of human resources in this country. 

But beyond the economic good that we can bring about, 

by fighting these wars against illiteracy and poor health aud 

poverty, I think there is the morality of our efforts. I repeat 

that we want no welfare state, but we would like a state of 

opportunity, and that's what we seek to achieve. 

Now wetve always drawn strength, haven•t we, from 

our belief that democracy can give the greatest reward of all. 

The opportunity for each man and woman to make something better 

of himself in his own way. And we believe in the dignity and 

the worth of every man, as I said to you in the beginning. Not 

just our society as a whole, but each man in it; that's the way 

ARC 



23 

we judge our efforts. And thatts why we educate a child. That'~ 

2 what the school program 1 s about in Congress--not about schools 

3 but about children. Or we give a hand to those who are without 

4 a job, or without hope. That's why we do the things we must do 
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to insure that each American, whatever his religion, or his colo 

or his na tiona 1 o.rigin, sha 11 have an aqua 1 chance. And once 

we start to focus our .attention upon what is the objective, 

llamely, the child or the person, rather than the church or the 

color or the region or the national origin, we'll have .removed 

a number of the road barriers to equal opportunity. 

Now I ask your support work for all of these things 

and something else, and this is at the top of the list. I ask 

your support for the belief that the world need not destroy 

itself. We have to believe this, my fellow Americans, because 

it's so easy to become cynical. Destroy itself by war. And I 

ask your support ill your work in the belief that we Americans 

can help ourselves and help others at the same time, and do it 

in other places, to have people find a better life. 

Now I know we hear many voices these days, and many 

of them are here ill Washington, saying that America is over

extended in this world. This is becoming a commonplace state

ment, that other people's problems really needn't be our problem~, 

and that wetve done enough and that we ought to pull back, that 

we ought to close up shop, so to speak, overseas; that we have 

enough ri ght here to do and we ought to Slljoy the fruits of our 
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labor here and meet our own problems here. 

2 Ah, my friends, that's too easy an answer. And it's 

3 too dangerous. Let me put the argument to you in the socratic 

4 method .: Who in the world will work for democracy, if we do not? 

5 Who will uphold this ban.ner if we let it fa 11? Who in the 

6 world can preserve the peace or is willing to preserve the peace 

7 if we do not? Who has more to gain i~ peace and more to lose in 

8 war than we? This is important business to us. This isn't just 

9 a matter of asking why didn•t the other fellow do more? Itve 

10 met people all my life who a .re always complaining that the other 

11 fellow didn't do enough, which was only a rationalization for 

12 his failure, procrastination, bane of all evil. 

13 The price of leadership is to do more than others. 

14 If you dontt want to be a leader, you don'-t have to be, and if 

15 you dontt want to do more than others~ give up the mantle of 

16 leadership. I had the responsibility for four years as the 
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Majority Whip of the United States Senate. I never worked hardex 

in my life, but I wanted the title; I wanted the position. I 

liked it; it wasn'-t forced upon me. I thought it was great, 

and I worked 18 hours a day and anytime you're unwilling to work 

less, you ought to forfeit the mantle of leadership. You don't 

have to lead for an eternity, however, for whatever time you are 

here, you ought to give it your best. 

Who in the world, I ask, my fellow Americans, can set 

the example for justice, for equality of treatment, for decency; 
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who can offer the needed hand to the poor and the needy, if we 

2 do not, the richest of all peoples? We live in a time whe~ 

3 everythi~g is difficult, and beware of the man that has the easy 

4 a~swer, because there are no rapid or easy answers. We live in 

5 a time when we must have patience, and exhort that patience, 

6 persevering patie~ce, as never before. But the question is, do 
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we have it? 

For instance, do we have the patience to continue 

a ';disagre.eable struggle thousands of miles from home with people 

that we've ~ever met} perhaps for mont~s and maybe for years 

ahead, without a~y sure guarantee of fi~al victory. This is the 

test for America. Well, I ca~ tell you o~e thi~g; I believe we 

have that patie~ce and that will. I hope and pray we do. But 

I know for sure that the Commu~ist does; .he is willing to out

wage usj he's willing to consta.ntly press forward day after day 

and to feed upo.n the .areas of disco~tent, and if we are .anything 

less than as persiste~t in our efforts, we will lose as surely 

.as the sun rises i.n the morning. 

But if we have the will, if we have the dete.rmination, 

if we have the persevera~ce, we will win. It's .a m.atter of what 

we will. And then, I say, we must stand abroad .as we stand at 

home for the pledges made by America~s who came before us. We 

must truly love freedom, and justice; love it enough to practice 

it, and if we cantt do that, the least that we can do is to not 

ask our childre~ to repeat "One Nation, under God, with Liberty 
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and Justice for .all". I believe in one nation, under God, with 

2 liberty and justice for all. But if wetre going to ask our 
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youngsters to repeat that blessed pledge, which is the commit

ment, the individual commitment of a people to a cause, then 

let•s make it a reality. And that's what we're trying to do; 

that•s what the voting rights bill is all about; that's what the 

civil rights bill was all about; that's what the education bill 

is all about; thatts what this economy is all about; that's what 

you're doing. 

We 1 re trying in our way and our time to make a 

promise become a reality. One Nation--we preserved·': this one 

nation out of .a terrible war, and we're a God-£earing people. 

One Nation under God--and we have said £or generations--with 

liberty and justice for all. That was our Creed in the beginninl 

and it is our continuing commitment, and the question is whether 

or not we're going to do it in this century. 

The President of the United States says yes. I saw 

him the other night standing under the portrait of Abraham 

Lincoln, speaking to the Governors, and then to the Mayors, 

of America, and as he spoke to those Governors, he pointed back 

and he said, "Here is the portrait of Abraham Lincoln and in 

the East Room he signed the Emancipation Proclamation a hundred 

and two years ago. He signed a proclamation. I, as President, 

intend to make that proclamation a reality." Said the President 

of the United States. 
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Never was I more proud of him than at that moment, 

2 because what the world seeks today is emancipation, emancipation 

3 from fear and prejudice and hunger and slavery and tyranny and 

4 war, and all that that means. And I am proud that I live at a 
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time when l can be a citizen of a country that has pledged its 

life, its sacred honor, and its resources to the fulfillment 

of the cause of freedom and equal opportunity. 

We ask your help in achieving these goals. 

(Long applause) 
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