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My friends, I am delighted to return to 

~\ Wuisi:na;_ ~ ~~;;~~ 
-~One of the great privileges of my life was "'' • ~ \ ~-.._ ~/j--

) (~ ~~ 
studying at Louisiana State University. One of 

my friends then was your fine Senator, my own 

successor as majority whip of the United States 

Senate, Russell Long. 

11 and I, yo 

together. 

on the 

I _Just 

debating that is. 



"'\Al-l have a common opponent -- the force of ec..;'~~mic 
reaction, the forces which would fight the laboring -
man represented here by you delegates, the forces 

which turn a deaf ear to the needs of our rural 
~ r· I'P~~"\C!PQ;IP';~~ ... --. -!'0''""--"""0 ...,; -·-·-· -R"!PIIIIIM--

people 
-_.:. 

in Minnesota as well as Louisiana . - -
we intend to defeat those forces . 

~ This administration has a single goal for all ~ 
Americans -- opportunity~ It has a means of reaching 

that goal -- cooperation . So I appear before you 

today as an advocate of opportunity and of cooperation. 

J( I am an optimist. I believe that these are 

exciting days and that t he tomorrows of our lives will 

be even more exciting.c' Our nation is in the midst of 

its greatest peacetime record of economic growth. 
~----.---------------------
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the labor movement in America is helping 

to create that growth ••• new wealth •.• new and -------- .... 
better goods and services for more people than 
----ow•-w••~--~~~~~~----

ever before/~ we are creating far more than that. 

~We are creating in 

But a fuller growth which can keep us free and secure 
- f 

in the future. 

~ We are improving and strengthening every major 

resource of this nation -- our educational system, - • 
our medical facilities, our housing, our recreation, 

and our most important resource, our people. 

~We are doing this through an unprecedented 

peace-time effort of national cooperation. 

~This is the cooperation which is developing 

between people who once opposed each other as a 
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matter of course -- cooperation between North 

and South, Negro and white, farmer and city dweller, 

business and labor. 

~ There is another word for this developing 

cooperation. It is consensus. 

~ Consensus is voluntary agreement based on 

mutual respect, and under-

- "~ "!.rluA~:!1' 
constructive dialogue, 

standing • -..... LfJ 
~In our American consensus today, we are joining 

together in the fight on old common enemies: poverty, 

disease, ignorance, discrimination. - -
It is exhilirating. It is, in the words of ---

the President, 

11 the excitement of becoming , always becoming, 

trying, probing, failing, resting and trying 

again-- but always trying and always gaining." 
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~ Unit=d we~~d. And united we gain. -~We must gain. Our needs are multiplying. 
p 

In five years, 211 million people will live in our 

country -- half of them under the age of 25. 

~In 10 years, we will need -- each year 
•• n 

over two million new homes.~We will need schools 

for 10 million additional children ••. welfare and 

health facilities 

the tasks at hand. 

We must make our cities more livable places 

where children can play and men and women can work, in 

' safety and health. 
~ m 

must preserve our natural heritage before it -
is lost ••• we must preserve our landscape and our 

forests. We must preserve clean air and water. 
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~We must find ways to help our rural citizens 

adjust to technological revolution and social change. 

must solve the problems of our urban ----
centers. -
~e must have no little dreams. We can make no 

little plans. 

President Johnson has proposed and your 

Congress is passing -- legislation which will help -
create the freedom and seek. 

Programs to provide adequate medical care •.• 

to better educate our children ••• to eradicate 

poverty to give each man and woman in this country 

truly equal opportunity -

(t"IThese investments carry a price tag. 

But the cost per man -- or per million -- of 

national problems like illiteracy, school dropouts, 

poverty, delinquency, and yes discrimination 
Ill .... 
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is far greater than the cost of our efforts to 
~ M,ol l't li(F~ ..... t.,..,..,,":l:, ~,.-- _q~. o~t.~~>~-..~o.\14''Y•.-':' '•' J.o.• ... , .. , t 1 .. " . .,.. 

our public schools. But we spend 1800 dollars a 

year to keep a delinquent in a detention home .•• 

2500 dollars a year for a family on relief .•• and 

3500 dollars a year for an inmate in state prison. 

We must make the investments necessary so tha 

all in our society may be productive~o~r and 

uneducated people are poor consumers• They are a 
~ - . - $( 6 

drain on our economy. They are wasted resources. 

~But beyond the economic good, there is the 

morality of our efforts. 

We in America have always drawn strength from 

our belief that democracy can give the greatest reward 

of all: the opportunity for each man and woman to 
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make something better of himself, in his own 

way. We believe in the dignity and worth of -
every man -- not just our society as a whole, 

but each man in it. 

hand to those without jobs or hope .•• or do the 

things we must do to insure that each American, I 
whatever his color or national origin, shall have { 

his equal chance • .-

~ We must do here at home the responsible tasks 

of freemen if we as Americans are to live up to our 

beliefs. I ask your support and your work for the 

programs which will make these things possible. 

11"' 
I also ask your support and work for something 

else: for the belief that the world need not 

destroy itself by war, and that we Americans can 

help others, too, in other places, find a better life. -
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L We hear many voices these days saying that 

America is over-extended in the world ••• that other 

people's problems needn't be our problems ••• 

that we ought to close up shop overseas and enjoy 

our fruits here in the Good Old U.S.A. 

Too easy, my friends. And too dangerous. 

Who in the world will work for democracy if we do 

not? 

~o in the world can preserve the peace if 

we do not? 

Who in the world can set the example, can 

offer the needed hand, if we do not. 

We live in a time when everything is complex, 

when there are no more rapid or easy answers. We 

live in a time when we must exert our patience as 

never before. Have we the patience, for instance, 

to continue a disagreeable struggle thousands of miles 
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from home -- perhaps for months and years ahead --

without any guarantee of final success? 

I can tell you that the forces of totalitarianism 

have that patience. 

We must stand abroad as we stand at home: 

for the pledges made by Americans who came before us. 

We must love freedom and justice enough to practice it 

••• and defend it. 

President Johnson has made his commitment to 

all of us. I join him in that commitment. 

We ask your help. 



REMA{U(S OF VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
AF1-CIO, BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 
APRIL 9, 1965 

FRO.J THE 

PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE 
-ON· 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Was~i1gto1 25, D. C. 

M;:/ friends, I ru11 delightecl t o return to Louisiana . 

One of the great privileges of m;y· l ife was studying at Louisiana State Univer si-cy; 

One of my· friends then was ;rour .fine Senator, my own successor as majorit;r whip of the 

United States Senate, Russel l Long. 

Russell and I, you know, were on the J ebating teaw at LSU together. In those --
da;rs we were alway·s on the srer.e side. Whenever Russell gets out of hand, I just 

remind him t hat together we beat the British debating team, that is . 

But I don't have to remind hiill t hat we still have a common opponent -- the force 

of economic reaction, the forces which would fight the laboring man represented here 

b;r ~-ou delegates, the forces which turn a deaf ear to the needs of our rural people --

in Minnesota as well as Louisiana. 

And I need not remind either :r ou or Russell that we intend to defeat those forces . 

This Administration has a single goal for all Americans -- opportunity. It has 

a means of reachin.s that goal -- cooperation . So I appear before you toda:r as an 

advocate of opportunity and of cooperation . 

I am an optList. I Lelieve that these are exciting days and that the tomorrows 

of our lives will be even more exciting. Our nation is in the :u.i dst of its greatest 

peacetLue record of economic growth. 

And the labor i•lOvement in Al11erica is hel ping to create that growth -- new wealth 

and better goods and services •.• for more people than ever before. But we ar e 

creating far more than that , 

We are creating in this country the means of sust ained national erowth. Not 

just economic growth. But a fuller growth which can keep us free and secure in the 

future . 
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We are improving and str engthening ever ;y· major r esources of this nation - 

our educational s~-stem , our medical faci l itie s , our housing, our recreation, and 

our most important resource, our people . 

We are doins this through an unprecedented peace-time effort of national 

cooper ation . 

This is t he cooperation which is devel oping between other s who once opposed 

each other as a matter of course -- cooperation between North and South, Negro 

and white , f ar mer and city dwell er, business and l abor . 

There is another word for this devel oping cooperation . It is consensus . 

Conserisus is voluntar;)"- agreement based on constructive dialogue, mutual 

respect , and understanding. 

In our America consensus today , we are joinin[ together in the fight on old 

common enemies : poverty, disease, i gnorance,di scrimination. 

It is exhiliratin~ . It i s , i n t he words of t he President: 

"the excitment of 'uecquing, alwaJ·s ~ecoming , tr;>-ing, prouing, failing, r esting, 

and tr;y i ng again - - but alwa;~ s t r:;dng and alwa;ys gaini n2; . " 

United we stand, And uni ted we gain . 

We :..aust gai n . Our needs are multi pl ;y-in(S . In five :rears, 211 :..1illion people 

will live in our countr;y -- hal f of the:n. under the age of 25. 

In 'I G ;rears, we will need each ;rear -- over two mi lli on new home s . We 

will need schools for 1G mil lion additional children welfare and health 

f acilities for 5 mill ion more people over the aee of 6C. 

We have no time to lose. We must challenge t he t asks at hand. 

We must make our cities :..aore livable -- places where children can play and men 

and women can work, in safet:;·· and health. 
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We ~ust pr eserve our natural herita ge Lefore it is lost ooo we must preserve 

our l andscape anJ our forests . We lliust preserve clean air and water . 

We must finJ. wa;>s t o help our rural citizens adjust to technol oeical revol u-

t i on and social chan~e . 

We lfiust solve the pro Glerus of our ur l1an centers . 

We must have no l ittle dreruus. We can make no l ittle plans. 

President Johnson has proposed -- and ~~our Congress is passin[ -- legislation 

which will help create the freedom and security we seek . 

Programs to provide ade~uate medical care ... to better educate our children 

to eradicate poverty .• to give each 1nan and woman in this countr;r trul~- equal 

opportuni t~-. 

These investments carr:' a price tag. 

But the cost per man -- or per million - - of national problems like i l literac;y· , 

school dropouts, povert:;··, J.e l inquenc;r , and yes -- discriillination -- is far greater 

than the cost of our efforts to overcome these things . 

We spend 4 5:._ dollars a year per chil d in our pubJ..ic schools . But we spend 

13L;(. dollars a year to keep a del inquent in a detention home • • o 25GG doll ars a 

;year for a l'runily on rel ief ... antl 35CC dollars a ;year for an iruitate in state 

pri son. 

We :.L.ust make the invest: .. ents necessar;; · so that all in our societ~- rna~· · be 

productive. Poor and uneJ.ucateJ. people are poor consumers. The;> are a drain on 

our e conom;,T. The;r are wasted resources. 

But beyond the economic good , there is the morali t 3" of our efforts . 

We in America have alwa:~s drawn s t rength from our belief that democracy can 

give the greatest reward of all: the opportunity for each man and woman to make 
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something better of hir,1sel f , in his own wa;~ • We believe in the di,?;nit;r and wor th 

of ever;r man - - not just our societ;r as a whol e, but each man in it . 

That i s wh;)- we educate a chil J •• • or g:ive a hand t o those without j ot s or 

hope • • • or do t he t hings we u1ust J o t o i nsure that each ~1erican, whatever his 

col or or national origin, shall have his equal chance . 

We ru.ust do here at hOl,.le the responsi t,l e tasks of free men if we as Araericans 

are to live up to our beliefs . I ask your support and your work f or the progrru.1s 

whi ch will make these things possible . 

I also ask your support and work for something el se: for the belief that the 

world need not dest r oy itself b;>- war, and that we Ar11ericans can hel p others, too, 

in other places, find a ~etter life . 

We hear many voices t hese da~' s sa~"ing that America is over-extended in t he 

world . •• that ot her people ' s problems needn't be our probl ems .•• t hat we ought 

to close up shop over seas and enj oy· our fruits here in the Good Old U. S. A. 

Too eas;>~ , my friends . And t oo dangerous. Who in the world wil l wor k for 

democrac:· if we do not? 

Who in t he worl u can preser ve t he peace i f we do not? 

Who in t he worl d can set t he example , can offer t he needed hand , if we do not? 

We l ive in a tLJ.e when ever~-thing is col,1plex, when ther e are no more r apid or 

eas:;- answers . We l ive in a t ilde when we must exert our patience as never before . 

Have t he patience, for instance , to continue a disagreeabl e struggle thousands of 

miles from home perhaps for mont hs and :-ears ahead -- without an~,:- guarantee of 

final success? 

I can t ell you t hat the forces of total i t ari anism have that patience . 
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We must stand aLroau as we stand at home: for the pledges made ty 

.Aillericans who crune Lefore us . We :aust l ove freed01n and justice enough to 

pr actice it •• • anu GefenJ it . 

PresiJent Johnson has xu.aJ e his commitment to all of us. I join in 

that commitment . 

Wa ask your hel p . 
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