
Statement of the Vice President 

Tree-Planting Ceremony 

It is fitting and proper that we should also celebrate 

the 75th birthday of our Inter-American system by planting 

this cutting of a fig tree from the house of the great 

Argentine educator, writer, and statesman, Domingo Faustino 

Sarmiento. 

Like Horace Mann, he conceived of education as a process 

not only to help man to adjust to his environment, but to 

improve his own condition. He was a personal friend of 

Mann whom he visited in Boston. Many of the ideas evolved 

in the course of the conversations that took place there had 

great influence in the evolution of public education in 

Argentina, Chile and other South American countries. 

Sarmiento would be happy today to see that education is 

one of the great pillars on which rests the edifice of the 

Alliance for Progress. 

The Argentine Republic, as well as all the freedom-
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loving peoples of the Americas can take pride in this 

citizen of the Hemisphere, who, long before the Alliance, 

defined the meaning of his life in these words: "A million 

owe it to me, in part, that their children have been saved 

from the most grievous afflections of life, destitution and 

hunger. There were thick bandages of ignorance and 

barbarity on the people and I tried to pull them off; I 

heard noise around me, the noise of still-unbroken chains, 

and I joined with those who were striving to shatter them." 



ADDRESS OF 

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H.- lll.ltPHREY 

DURING THE CEREMONY OF PLAN'.rl~ OF A TREE 

DONATED J1i 'm£ ~ OF 1'HE ARGENTlNE 

IN t'HB CARDENS OF THE PAN AMERICAN ONlON 

April 14 • 196S 

(text as delivered) 

• Chairman inr1 our ood friend who htlve gathered hera 

:1n this lOvely orenoon: When you ••• the flq of th• Republ~ of 

the Al;-gent!ne, and eee the :un in .tte -.1.-sty and its full warmth, 

it u ihd.eed • eat pr:l.vllege to be here. tt.. Alabuaador 8nd Hi'. 

Chdrml.n, the President of the tmitttd Statee, Lyndon JohNson, woul4 

want to •ay how happy he WOUld be 1f he CGlld be ~re at this 

inter---~ ~. d•ply dediea'ted to tk1..Uo an4 eecUl prograM. 

not only btn ta the Ulllhd Stat .. , but tla-oughout the wo~l4. I might 

add, be wtultl love to be :m.r. bMA\IP th1• 11 ·• garclen. Mra. Job'Mon. 

OUl' iX'et lady, m:t the ~ one beauta:lfic tion u.pOllllnt: of tt. 

United st•tea of AJifer1oa, .ta ·a ... t adndrer of this PJ'Clen. She i• 

helping to make th.Sa great eap1tal city of OUJ.'& litel'ally a~-~ 

in4 there ue no mol'e beautiful ~ then these ~ 'that are 

baH at t:he HOUM of ·the' ricas. We _.. eo grateful to .U of ,-ou. 
for what you have done to make the city so lovely and ao much a 

beautiful qapital. 
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• Toaetmaa'tt», I ba" jwst a very few that 1 w.m to say 

in reapQIUle to your e1~1: meseege. I only "ll"et tMt l .-n not 

able to \llkleratand ev.-, word of Span;~.~, bUt l get of the ~. 

Wb«n you ttalk ~out frftdap, when you talk about t~ people. when you 

talk about the lepUblie, and when you talk abom: the Anterieu. tbl 

meea pte through. I think I bavtt what ya call "•intpatioo" , we 
W14eratii14 aoh other. (Amtlauee). Ai1d hOW fitting . .n4 pr~r it is 

that we ehOUld -eJ.•o ettlehrete the 7Sth birthday Of our mter•Amerie 

~t• by pltant.:b1a tb1a cutting Of • t.ta tr • fJ-OIIl the beuae of IN t 

SUtn:lento, a peat ....nt 

Once again, ay l aay how appropriate tDld fitt tt ~ tba~ 
this eO&,IJl'tey where you .-e p:re•ently re.J.ding is de4io«titla eo l'llUclt 

of Jt ~ies and tta J'fleourcee to ed.UeatJ.on, to ~ oppot'tUftity • 

t<> barWihing fr OUJ' micblt Gl1Ce and f~ au rae .tel into.J.eranc•' 

prejUdice, and d18Cl'.Jmlna1::1on. 

I want to ba-1* that placed on the ~eco.r4; that the tnter

Ameiocn ey•tem th t w. herald ·todll)' u not jv.&t politicail ay•t , 

but thet it la en £41a abdlit Manldnd, 1.114 that 1e1ea knGwfJ M eo10l', 

knOWs no race, ~ no creed, in tbe eenee of di:ewiad.nld:ton _. 

b~. Wh«t tt knc:Jn ~ ~ dip.1ty; w~ 1t lciUJw8 1a l"f!llltet fqr. 

_. l.nO'thel' i what .l.t knows u a fiN ..U.sielc• to GM GOd in4 Cod.' • 

o~n, "gudl of rae., eOl , • creed. !hat U Wbat 'thU 

intw-Merlc! eyettlm lla -. ,.... than lllythiJ:w u.... And: •• I look 

about t'ht. udtence and aee pttople here, of dfff..-nt races.~. 



na~ or:J.a!lW. ethn.f.tl fP4RII• 1 I aay. bat a ppy, 

41¥ tlWl :Ut Ia it .ny W'OI1der that God, itJ HU haaven, t~Ul have thU 

~ d:wn _,on ue .US ~ ClUJ' bo41.ea. yGUr baiarta 

~ ee today fr• thU expet-1tlllee~ {Appl ) • 

Thi• pttt't Al'pntiQ&Ii. 'this s-tl .... . ~t-. .a 
ettat:•141J1. Dc:IIQ.na ~. litce HC~l'M!e Mann. at ~. 

He could ~t tlducat.t.oo 1e a proeesa no1:: ouly to help .an to .cljuet 

to hia eavil'oJJIIIIJlt. bu to ~ 11& awn c:Otldition. lie knew tbat 

aOUO•tiori the k8)f to the atorehOuee Of oppDJ"tu,nity ad t1ie tt• 

l1f • He - • Pf'rlenal ft:1ertd. of Hol'taee .... the inht'-.._.io_ 

eye wu thue _king • long t o -- Wh<lll he vuitfd in~-. 

end many of the ide'aa deV.Ueped the aourae ot thotte OOll'lerlatiOne 

had a sre t !riflueX~Ca on the e\'Ol.ut:1on of pubUe educat1on in Argent.tnt. 

ChJ.ltl. .nd o~ south Atiillr!oa t:O\U\tl"ie • s.Ddento WGW.tl be .sghty 

h ppy toqy a • that e4ueat.:S:on ie OM of till ••t pt.Uara a whioh 

rute the ice of the Wi~nee t •· I t fl'itmda in 

the Al'gent t . knoW tha't SarmHnt~ -. p · ent yqteN · at the White 

HO\id. wheQ tlie PH•.f.dent bed that ttc'lJticm for the m.t&ere of 

C ••• 04 OJt the ttdue&tOl'e of thia nation, at:lng the 

sage of th1a ••t federal educatton aet. S~o ,.. there in 

epil"it bee..-. hi8 lUe wo thl.t of tan 8dt.Kta'tor. 

!be ~iue llepUbl.it:. •• well •• .U the fre.-I~J.ns peoples 

of the America• • te.Ke pt'ide in thi• citizen (If' the Hflbdephera. w •ant 

tr> aldm ~ too. You see 1 long before the AU.1anee, be 4efilleQ 'the 

meaning of lUe :In the words: "• td.U:J.on owe it to me, in part • 
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that 'the~ ch.Udrtm baVII been hftd from 'tb4t JII08't VievOU.S -'fliation& 

of" 11fe: dctat:l-t:Uion 8l1d manger. '!'he~ we~ tb:I.Ok ~ of ~--
and bU'barity on the people, ....,_ I trie4 to pull them off. I beat-d 

no:l•• vou:nd .. , 'the no.t•• of the atJU Unbroken ehd~W. an4 I join 
with tboae 'Who e striving to ahatter :thth." W~ful wqrdet And 

even tilit 48)'. we oe ~viDa thoee oha.1na of ~--·, and 

tlliteraG¥, M4 intOleJ'renee, amd of miaunderataJJd.ins. I MY to you, 
HI)' ..-fellow Naer.t.cmt, tbe't 1a \llbet we liiUt WOl'k to do. Strike off 
theee ~ Of bOnd • Of tyranny, of poverty. iUl4 illt~aacy, and 

diana•. and _ poeetble the fulf~nt of the .._ Of DcidDgo 

s..tento, of lfQrace Mann, of 8eCil'ge W~t:on, ~. L:l.llcoln, 
!'HnkUn 1\00 evel.t, .fohn F. lllnnlidy • Lyndon B. Jomaon. X.t \18 

dedieate CNr lives to it. Thank you. 



It is fitting and proper that we should 

also celebrate the 75th birthday of our Inter-

American system by planting this cutting of a 

fig tree the great Argentine 

educator, writer and statesman -- Domingo -
Faustino Sarmiento . 

........ ' 
Like Horace Mann, he conceived of education 

as a process not only to help man to adjust to 

his environment, but to improve his own condition. 



2. 

\~ He was a personal friend o~Mann, whom he visited 
in Boston. Many of the ideas evolved in the 
course of the conversations they had there had 
great influence in the evol~n of public education 
in Argentina, Chile and other South American countries. 

Sarmiento would be happy today to see that 
education is one of the great pillars on which 
rests the edifice of the Alliance for Progress. 

The Argentine Republic, as well as all the 
freedom-loving peoples of the Americas can take pride 

3. 

in this citizen of the Hemisphere, who, long 
before the Alliance, defined the meaning of his 
life in these words: "A million owe it to me, 
in part, that their children have been saved from 
the most grievous affl~ctions of life -- destitution 
and hunger. There were thick bandages of ignorance 
and barbarity on the people, a~I tried to pull 
them off; I heard noise around me, the noise of 
still-unbroken chains, and I joined with those who 
were striving to shatter them." 
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