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GUEST~ The IIono;~'able Hubert H. Humphrey 

Vice Presicent of the United States 

INTERVIE'i,7ED I3Y: Ed;_,rard P. Horgan 

1\DC Nev1s Commentator 

THE A.I.\INOUNCER: ISSUES AND Al."\IS\VERS presents the Vice 

President of the United States, the Honorable Hubert H. 

Humphrey, to personally conduct an Easter Sunday tour of the 

nation, from the coast of Haine to the California seashore. 

Spring is t he time of year when most Americans ?lan 

vacations. ABC explores the beauties of America, as we 

see the USA \vith 'the Vice President of the United States, 

the Honorable Hubert II. Humphrey . 

Here to intervie\v Vice President Humphrey, ABC Ne\vs 

Commentator Ed\vard P. Horgan. 

HR. HORGl\l~ : t'lelcome to ISSUES AND .&"\IShTERS, Nr . 

Vice President. I neve:.c thought. I \-Jould interview you in the 
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category of a travel editor, but it is delightful. However, 

there are some serious aspects to t hi s situation. There has 

been a lot of fun and serious criticism poked at the 

Administration's policy of s aying in effect "Yankt stay home, 

and not travel abroad ." 

Is this policy really defendab le? 

VICE PRESIDENT IIUHPHREY: ~'Jell, first of all it is not 

our policy. The policy is not to ask people to stay home, 

the policy is to ask people to take a good look at the United 

States of American and to encourage people from other countries 

to come here. We believe in exchange and we believe in travel. 

In fact, we of course not only believe in it, we practice it 

in a measure that no other country on the face of the earth 

does. But "exchange " means a kind of two-way street and 

we \'lould like ve1:y much to encourage our friends from 
1
overseas 

to come and see us and that, o f course, means that here in 

America we must mal(e the arrange;:nents to receive · them and 

receive them in a munner that •.lill be enjoyable to them. 

Therefore He have the U. S. Travel Service that operates 

overseas in conjunc::ion with and in cooperation with our 

private enterpris8 areas, the travel agencies, the airlines, 

the hotels, et cetera. Then vle are asking Ameri cans to take a 

good look at t heir own beau·tiful country. 

Now that can be interpreted by some as saying "Hhy that 

mea.'1s don't go overseas," but I clon 't think if -- let me put 
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it this way: If the government told the American people 

not to travel overseas, I am afraid more people would travel 

t han ever before. ~ve are not trying to do that. We are 

just simply saying to our friends in England and France and 

Germany and all of Nestern Europe, the Scandinavian countries, 

Japan, Australia-- anyplace in the world-- "Come and see us." 

Ne are asking them to do that. And then we are saying to our 

friends in the United States, to our fellow Americans, 11Hhy 

don 1 t you take a look at your own country and get a good idea of 

what this country's all about"? 

NR • 1'10 RGP...N : Hell, I am sure that a lot of restless-footed 

Americans will \·relcome what you have just said because this 

indicates there has been a gross misinterpretation of what 

the President said and the rest of the government's reaction 

to it. I am thinking particularly of a small but vividly 

tangible reaction that came in some State Department passport 

office after the President emphasized that Americans should 

see their own country. They took down the travel posters 

of foreign countries. 

Now do I interpret your remarks correctly that we are 

not trying either directly or indirectly in the government to 

embargo travel abroad by ~~ericans but to think of the priority 

of travel in this country first? 

VICE PRESIDENT EUI IPHREY: You are right. There is no 

embargo, there is no edict, there is no rule or regulation 
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that says "Don'~ t.ravel," but we would like to give our friends 

overseas a little competition. \ve~d like to hav.e, f.or example,, 

people here in the United States that want to travel, that wish 

to take some time out for recreation and for, well, for cultural 

advancement and for just sheer pleasure, to have a choice 

between, let's say, the Rhine River, which is beautiful, and 

tre Hudson River, and the Ohio and the Nississippi. ~ve have 

some beautiful rivers, too. 

I hnve a feeling that we really haven't advanced our mvn 

cause as well. 

Now good competition may mean that some Americans will 

not go overseas that planned to go, but they are not being 

told not to go. lvhat we are trying to do here is to shmv 

people in California that they ought to see the East, and 

people in the East ·that they ought to see the West, and we 

are trying to show also people in Germany and France and other 

countries, nnd England, that we have nice hotels here too, 

and that \ve huve a ~\'orLl' s Fair in New York and that we have 

the Golden Gate in San ~,rancisco, that \.Ye have the 

·:":.eserts and we have the missions and "de have the woods and 

we have the lake s and we have the rivers ·. "Come see us." 

Competition -- vle are really going to compete. 

HR. HORGAl.\l: Of course there has been a very real reason 

f or concern about our travel abroad because of the imbalance 

of payments problem that ..,.;e have had . 

' ' . 
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VICE PRESIDENT IIUHPHREY: Yes. 

NR . HORGAN: And according to government figures that I have 

been able to get, we spent, Americans abroad, not counting 

the air fares or steamship fares, something like $2.2 billion 

in 1964 but again -- I want to clarify this, I think you are 

sayinq something that is very important -- is this a small 

eno·~gh figure -- $2 billion is not very small -- that neverthe-

less this is of not major concern in our balance of payments? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Oh, no, it is a matter of 

concern. Actually the contribution to the deficit in the 

balance of payments by travel, when you average everything 

off, the number that came here from overseas to see us 

and the number of J'l..mericuns that went overseas, is about 

$1 billion 600 million. A billion and three-quarters. If 

we could cut that back, it would be very helpful. 

Now how do you cut it back? You could cut it back by 

saying "Don't travel ov:!r:>eas 1 " or you could do it another 

way, by encquraging oth.~r people in other countries to come 

here, and there~y enric<1 our ovm economy . You know I 

use the example of my c.wn dad who \<las a remarkable man . ;·.1y 

father never in his life ever scolded me for staying out 

late. He never told me \vhat time to go to bed, Ed, but he 

w·as the best get·ter-upper in the whole county. 

Now t·le are not saying to 1\me:ricans "Look, you shouldn't 

see Europe." He knov.r that Americans \'Jant to see Europe. nu·t 
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we are saying "I3efore you decide to see Europe, how about 

seeing the Grl!at Lakes, or how about seeing the Grand Tetons, 

hot'l about seeing the Rockies, how about seeing the ~'Vorld 's 

Fair? llo'" about seeing America?" 

Give them a choice. Now everybody is entitled to a 

choice and \'le think that 7\mericans have sort of taken their own 

country for IJranted. Let me tell you why I say that. Fifty 

percent of the ~~erican people have never travP.led over 200 miles 

away from horne. Fifty percent. 

HR. HORGAN: Hix them up a little bit. 

VICE PRESIDE~T IIUHPHREY: Sixty percent have never been 

in a hotel or a motel for an overnight stay. And we have the 

best hotels and motels in the world. Eighty percent have 

never been on an airplane for a trip. Now we simply say that 

before you decide that you are going to travel half way around 

the world, if you lived in Pennsylvania, why don't you think 

about traveling out to Arizona or California or maybe out to 

Hinnesota or Hissouri or down in the Southeast and see the 

Great Smokies or the Appalachia, or the Grant Tetons, or the 

Rockies, or the Sierra Nevadas. See that. 

HR. HORGAN : Did you ever think of being a travel agent? 

VICE PRESIDElJT HUHPHREY : '\'Jell, as a matter of fact 
,_ 

as a campaigner I have traveled -- I think -- I have been in 

every state in the United States and every place I go I find 

beauty, I find something of tremendous interest. I have 
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traveled a great deal overseas and I wouldn't want to indicate for a minute that overseas travel wasn't fascinating. It is. nut I will tell you one thing, that if you really want to 

see the panorama of modern civilization and also t.)[ the past, you can see it right here. You can go out into where I \'las, 
near Tu •. :son, Jl..rizona 

MR. HORGAN: Excuse me, J.1r. Vice President. We are going to see some of those things you have been talking about. · In 
just a moment we v1ill be back with more issues. 

(Announcement) 

HR. t·10RGAN: Hr. Vice President, certainly Americans have had great experience in traveling abroad , but very few 
foreigners have come to this country. Partly, they say, because the prices are too high, but I suspect there may be another 
problem. · Are He really" as you might say, tooled up to 
handle visitors the \'lay they are so experienced in handling 
travelers themselves? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : Hell, it is a fact, Hr. Horgan, that there are many complaints like this and I suppose there 
may be some truth to those complaints. 1'\Te had about six 
mil lion visitors la~.;t year, subst.an·tially more than before, but five million o£ those \>7e re from Canada and a goodly number also were from Mexico, so that actually the total number 

f 

of foreigners coming :~:\ outside of our irrunediate neighbors is rather limited. Anc1 they do say t.he follmo;ing : Number one, they 

I •1, 
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say it is too e~p~rtsive for the middie income; or, you know, 

the average income person. 

11R. 1-'lORGAN: can we do something about that with our 

package plans? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUHPIIREY: Yes. And our private industry 

is --when I say "private industry," our airlines and 

steamship lines are put·ting together packages and doing a much 

better job of it than ever before, offering a very reasonable 

travel package. 

It will bring people here from other countries and have 

ten days or two 111eeks or three \.reeks in America, depending 

on the amount of money you want to put· into it. But once that 

the trave l agen8ies and the airlines and the steamship lines 

have done this, it requires not only of course the cooperation 

of the hote ls and the motels and the restaurants >-Jhich are 

by the way doing a lot -- I want to compliment them and I have 

been meeting with them, but Gove rnors and Mayors and States 

and the Federal Government must also do sonething about this. 

AdOO 
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\-Je need to improve our whole program of travel information 

centers. For example, if you come into the United States you 

ought not merely to go through Immigration and Customs when 

you arrive in Ne''' York, for exampJ.e , or a port of entry, there 

ou<Jht to be a place there · '•''"~-=1.:-= you 

as a visitor can ge t all the information at once that you 

want about 1\n;erica. And vle a r e going to do something about 
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that. He are going to have a "See vJondP.rfnl America tourist 

travel kit. 

1-lR. MORGAN: You say you have been talking in -- I et.m 

sure other officials of the government have been talking to 

people in the service and t:r.avel industries~ but. this hrings 

up a possibly painful point.. lve have cri tici ?.eel British cooking, 

but we have also criticiLed -- I am sure you and I travelling 

the country American cooking where you have no ic1ea of 'Yrhat the 

quality of the restaurant is before you get into it. Now 

how do you ste""~r the visitor, American or 

foreign for that ma·t.ter, to a plr.tce \vhere yo12 know he is ~oing 

to get a good, tasty, clean meal? 

VICE PRESIDENT HU:.1PHREY: ~-Jell, private industry in 

the United States -- that is the gr0ups that ~re deeply 

concerned about this great, untapped market of tou.r.i5rr: -- hy 

the way, it is the most under-developed area o-f our economy. 

It could grow f anta stically -- they are no,,r pntt.ing toget"ler 

little guidebooks of \vhere t he good places are to eat and 

to stop and there are standards ~~at are applied by ~~e travel 

services so that you do not ge t misinformation . . 

MR. HORGAN~ Do y ou think i i: \>Jould be: seric\.1-S.l.y ~ a good 

idea to do in this country e ither through private indnstry 
? ? or through government vlhat t h ey do .in France~ this "gi.b mish ? 

lam" they call it, ~tJhe r8 : ~V'ithout any pressure from 

advertisers, they list t he best res taurants, ~nd the best 
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hotels, and it's really quite good? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUHPHREY: Yes, this is a matter that we 
now have under consideration, under the task force and under the 
industry committee that is working with us. Government and 
private economy together. By and large though I must say 
that there is a great variety here and a large number of 
fine eating places. Really we are not short of thut. ~vhat 

we are short of is language translation, we arP. short of 
real good information . as to the historical points, the points 
of interest. Take Nashington, D. c. Now this is an area that 
we are t1~ing to make a pilot project. There isn't any one 
little booklet that tells you all about your City of Washington, 
D. c. If you are a foreign visitor and come to Washington 
there is no tourist information center. 

There isn't any one little book that tells you what 
you can see in ~vashington and what you ought to see. And costs, 
as well, you see. 

Now we are going to do something about that. You would 
have ~1ought we would have done it a long time ago. 

HR. HORGAN: Does this mean \ve are going to have a 
federal tourist agency of some sort? 

VICE PRESIDENT HU?-1PHREY: No, this vrill be done privately. 
This will be done by a cooperative industry is now 

organizing a cooperative committee on travel services, and 
they are putting in their cvm money for their mm budget, and 
in each community there will be, of course, efforts made by 

... 
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~ 1~e local city government as weil as the local industry. 

IlR. t-10RGAN: Somebody iri government will have to 

coordinate this. Is the President going to appoint a travel 

czar, so-called? t-Jhat are his plans on that'? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUNPHREY: Well the Congress, and the 88th 

Congress did pass a resolution directing the President to 

appoint a chairman of a "See USA Travel Service," and that 

person \'rill be appointed by the President of the United States. 

HR. .HORGAN: Soon? 

VICE PRESIDENT IIUJ\1PHREY: Yes, very soon. In fact, by 

the time that this broadcast is heard, it may very well be 

done. 

HR. HORGAN: Can you look a head and, knowing the policy 

of announcements of appointments, still give is a 

crystal ball idea of who this might be? 

VICE PRESIDE.~T HUMPHREY: Knowing the policy, I am not 

qoing to. The Preside n t wi l'l make that announcement, as 

he rightly should. Can I say j us t one other thing: \v.l:len we 

talk about travel in the Uni t ed States, if people want to 

travel long distance s , t hey can go to the IIa.,.raiian Islands. 

That is the United Stat es. They can go to Alaska. That's the 

United States. And what •mn derlands of travel. And they 

can go to the Virg i n I slands and t o Puerto Rico. These are 

parts of the United Stat es. You c an l i terally see everything 

from the tropics t o the .~.ntarctic . You can see everything from 

.., .<dO; ' 
~ 
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the Pac~fic to the Atlantic. The raribbean, the beaches 

of Nakiki, the glaciers and the valleys and the forests of 

Alaska, the deserts of the South\vest, the beautiful beaches 
L 

of California, the magnificent scenery of New England and of 

the -- and then you get into the Appalachia and the Ozarks and 

the Smokies. The Grand Tetons, and the upper Hid\vest with 

its lakes and its plains and its magnificent cities. l~o place 

in the world really has the cities that we have. 

r·m. MORGAN: l-1r. Vice President, you were saying that we 

are gaining a consciousness, as we should have already have 

done, that T.tle lack certain organization of information 

for foreign travelers, but by the same token you are urging 

L Americans to discover their own country. A man decides to 

take his family some•,Jhere, T.tlhat does he do besides go down 

to the gas station and get a map? Nhat does he do for 

hi ·s reliable information? 

VICE PRESIDENT HDr.1PHREY: This is what we are trying 

to improve and \<le think \.Ye Hill do it very quickly. We are 

asking each state through its tourism and recreation bureau 

to beef up its operation, as we put it, to see to i·t that 

maps and pamphlets and directories are made available and that 

I they are made available through the filling stations, \..._ 

that they are made available through the tourist centers. Ne 

L want every city in Ameri ca to have its tourist center. 

Now let's just settle it down right now, set it 

down, that every r·1ayor that is worth his salt ought to see to 

j...... ~ .. ---
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it that his city has a tourist center and tliat eVery Governor 

ought to see to it that his state has a tourist promotion 

program the likes of which they have never had before. ~'le have 
a $30 billion tourist industry in the United States now. It 

could be a hundred billion dollar industry, easily. \'lith more 

leisure time, \vith higher income, it is there. And we are 

asking people to get busy. This is the greatest under-developed 
market in the world and it is right here at our doorstep 

and we can do somethinq about it. 

HR. MORGAN: As you were talking, this struck me, 

~tr. Vice Presiden t: Is i t t oo wishful to think that as 

the country adj usts to t he de s e gregation of the races 

and travel becor~ s more fle xible for minority groups, that 
( 

v 
that \o!ill contrib ute to our t r avel industry? 

VICE PRESI DENT HUHPHREY: I think that is surely a 

consideration t hat h as much me ri t . I arn positive that as we 

break down these ba~riers o f r a c ia l discrimination that 

there will be a greater movemen t o f people and with less 

tension and there will be bet te r business, that people will 

move, they will stay, and they vri ll stop, and they vrill 

come and eat, and they vTi l l s t ay over nigh t and go campincr 

and our great s t ate and national parks will become used more 

and more and by t he r.vay , r.ve need t o i mprove those. \'le do not 

h:cNe nearly e nough camping sites in America for a growing 

population. Our par ks are still unde r -s t affed a n d with 
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inadequate facilities. They ~~ed to be expanded artd we 

are doing it at the national level, but there needs to be more 

of it. It is a great opportunity for families. Families can 

travel today at camp sites and out on the trails and 

into the state and national parks at very low cost and have a 

wonderful time in t heir own car, or they can rent a car and be 

sure that they have good equipment. 

r~m. HORGAN: The President has emphasized, and you, too, 

and the First Lady , the i mportance of conservation and 

beauty, nnd you have got programs, either now or going up on 

the Hill. Is there a \.Jay t o overlap this thrust with the 

development of tourism within the United States? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUHPHREY: They are tied right together. 

In fact, \-Then we have had the Mayors and the Governors 

into ~vashington for conferences of recent date, we have 

asked them to not only stimulate greater activity in 

tourism and travel in their respective areas, but we have 

said "Look, let ' s make our cities beautiful. Wherever there 

• is public ground, let's plant flowers, let ' s get the trees 

there, let's clean it up, let's ask the people that are the 

property m•mers to clean up their yards . Let's we as 

L 
Governors and Mayors and public officials clean up the 

streets and the high~..rays. Let 1 s beautify America." 

Every city ought to have a contest for beautification. 

~'le ought to be qiving an a \'larc1 to the cities in America , the 
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cities that do the best job of improv±ng their image, so 

\__: 
to speak, e1eir profile. This is ali tled in with it. 

r.I:R. MORGAN: Hr. Vice President, a horrible thought has 

just struck me. You have seen Coney Island, or its 

equivalent on a Honday morning after a hot Sunday day. 

VICE PRESIDENT IIUHPHREY: Yes. 

HR. MORGAN: Nmv if we succeed in promoting tourism 

among Americans, is it possible that we will destroy the 

beauty spots that He have already got with coke bottles and 

beer cans and picnic baskets, et cetera, that people 

indiscriminately throv,r about? 

VICE PRESIDEN'f HUHPIIREY: No • 

.r-m. r-lORGZ\N: Is there a danger there? 

VICE PRESIDENT HU!VlPII REY: No. I think that people can be 

asked to be more responsible. There isn•t any need for 

everybody being a litterbug. We are going to have a larger 

population in this country. In t he next five years we will 

have a popull=...tion of about 215 million, and if everybody 

continues to throw the r ubbish on the streets, there will be 

nothing but rubbish. So \ •Te a r e going to have to ask our 

people to become mo r e r e s pons i b le and considerate citizens 

and also the municipa lities mus t be as willing to enforce the 

L la\.; on comr.mni ty orderline s s and community sanitation and 

community -- ..,.,ha t should I say -- beautification, as they 

are traffic tickets . I nstead of just h anding out traffic 



tickets ~c)r pe'bple who dverpark, mayti·e we ought to have a 

little lavr observance, and sone law enforcement on those 

who decide that they are going to make the streets their 

ashcan or their garbage can. This can be done. I think we 

need to just appeal to the American people to do a better job. 

':'le have seen it happen in our forests. People have been 
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very protective of our forests. A much better job. ~light I add, 

too, as we develop these playgrounds, well let's say over in 

Kentucky, and Virginia, and ~vest Virginia, Tennessee and 

North Carolina, that area, where you have approximately 

50 percent of the population within 500 miL.:~ of the area 

that I speak of, t hat West Virginia-Virginia-Kentucky complex, 

you can develop those mountains and hills and valleY s to 

be like the Alps, or like a little S\'litzerlanu. 

rm. HORGl\N: :.tr. Vice President , we have coverecf a lot of 

ground, ~vi th or without traveling music. Thank you very 

much for being vli th us again on ISSUES Al.'JD ANSivERS. 

(Announcement.) 

HR. HORGl\N: Fir. Vice President, I am not sure that your 

distinguished former colleague in t he Senate, the Chairman of 

the Foreign Relations Comnittee, Senator Fulbright o f 

Arkansas, was carried mvay but he made a very interesting 

com7:'lent not long ago \•lhen he urged Ameri c ans to see America 

first. He said "Do that, and avoid the debauchery of such 

evil foreign cities as Paris." It struck me as 



( 

\.._.., 

L 

17 
rather furifiy be~ause jhst about the time that some of the 

leauing Arkansas pastors of his state were having 

trouble with gambling in Hot Springs. Now do you feel 

there is any danger in American fleshpots? 

VICE PRESIDENT m:mPHREY: \vell, I think people can find 

fleshpots wherever they go if that is what they are after, 

but if you vrill travel here you will find some 

beautiful, beautiful places. From New England to the 

\vest Coast, from Texas to Minnesota. 

r.m . HORG.l'u'J: I was just going to say I don't know 

who edited that film but Texas was not included. tv as there 

any political significance to that? 

VICE · PRESIDEN'l' HUHPHREY: Hell, I suppose it was to keep 

it non-political, and I didn't see anything on Minnesota, 

but I want to say that TexQs offers one of the deserts, the 

plains, the hills, the cities, the rivers. It is 

a beautiful, great and magestic state and if you will go just 

a little further north, and it is not too far no:.r:-th, you can 

c orne into the upper Hid1,vest \vi th the lakes of Hinnesota 

and t·Jisconsin and Hichigan, >vi th the forest lands, and 

the \<lilderness area . May I say that anybody who really wants 

to see America in its almost primitive stage before it was 

toucl1eu by human hand, there it is in the Quetico Superior 

National Forest, for example, where you can s ee you can 

urink the ... rater li tcrally out of the rivers and the lakes, ..... 
~ ... 
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is that pure. 

£-m. f.lORGAN: \vhich is more than you can do with the Potomac 

River in tvashington, D. c. 

VICE PRESIDENT IIUHPIIREY: That is right. ivhere it is in 

its virgin state. The naturalness of it is magnificent. Just 

magnificent. tvonclerful for families, too. Camping. 

HR . HORGAN: I just \-rant to clarify and emphasize 

one point that we hacl in our discussion before the film, Mr. 

Vice President. Is it true that the·posit.ion of the Adminis-

tration is not to discourage Ameri cans from going abroad -- they 

seem to be going abroad anyway in very large numbers -- but 

s :imply to say -- revive the old slogan of "See America First"? 

VICE PRESIDENT Hllr-lPIIREY: The position of the Administra-

tion is never negative. The position of this Administration 

is 11 See your country, get to know it, get to know the 

people of the South and you Southerners get to know the people 

of the North. People of the East get to know the country and 

the people of the tvest." 

Let's learn about one another. There is a great beauty 

in this country. V.Je sing 11 America the Beautiful." I \vender 

if we realize just how beautiful it is. And there are many 

L 
cultural patterns. \.'lhy there is such difference to going 

into a bank for e~:ample, in Arizona, and going into one in 

) 
NevT York as there is between day and night. You go into the bank 

, 

in Arizona as I have und there is the President of the bank in 
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shirtsleeves, open coilar. He is sort of relaxing. You go 

to i1ew York and he has that Eastern cut, you know. Brooks 

Brothers clothes. 

HR. NORGl\N: One quick question. Do you think American 

chefs, hotel people and others can compete with those of 

Europe? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUHPIIREY: I surely do. ~'le have the finest 

of food, the purest of food and water, and by the way you don't 

have Rny problems on language, you have a common currency, 

you have got e1e best highways in the world, and the finest 

service in the world, ' ~xcellent hotels, motels, always 

good medical care if you need it. Travel. See u.s.A. 

L'-1R. HORGAN: If we don 't stop, we won 't have time to 

travel. Thank you so much, Hr . Vice President, for geing with 1 

on ISSUES 1\ND ANSNERS. 

VICE PRESIDENT HUHPHREY: Thank you. 

THE ANNOUNCER: Our guest this week has been the Vice 

President of the United States, the Honorable Hubert II. 

Humphrey. IIe was intervie\ved by Al3C News Commentator, Edward 

P. Horgan. 

Next week a ·t this s ame time ISSUES AND ANSt'JERS will bring 

you the Secretary of Commerce, the Honorable John T. Connor 

in his first televised intervie\·1 since taking office. He 

hope you will be with us. 
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