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Four years ago, Emik Avakian won the 

President 's Trophy as Handicapped Man of the Year. 

Mr . Avakian is severely cerebral palsied, almost 

unable to sit in a wheelchair. 

~Years ago, he had to fight his way into 
am zz=ua cr::rrr:=zrz= tr ..... iFl'li ,_ .., 

college against the advice of counselors who 
~ 

thought he was too severely handicapped. 

electrical engineer, he is also a brilliant scientist. 
-.....___.,.--. 

He devised a lightning-fast reservation system 

whereby airlines can tell how many seats are available 

on all flights. 
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~e couldn't hold a pencil, so he invented 

a typewriter that could be operated with his 

breath. He is at present working on use of a 

computer to control radiation beams that might 

perform bloodless surgery on that part of the brain 

which, if injured, can cause cerebral palsy. 

~ This disabled American acts to overcome 

not only his own disability but to make possible 

new vistas for the able as well as for the 

disabled~ Others are joined in this struggle. 

1- This Administration is committed to it. And 
.... -

so are you . .., _,_ 
This February, President Johnson wrote to 

the nation's employers g 
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nGiven encouragement and hope, 

our handicapped citizens can competitively 

earn a useful place in our great land of 

opportunity. They have the courage. 

All they need is a chance to prove themselves. n 

~ It is you who are providing that chance --

you of governors• committees and mayors• 

committees, you who are leaders of business, of -
labor, civic groups, veterans, and other 

voluntary organizations. 
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L Your teamwork with the p~es~de?.t 's committees , 
· ·~-... - ,.,.,.. 

the u.s. Vocational Rehabilitation Administration 

----------------------------------------~~ . 
and state rehabilitation agencies has opened 

-:::=--

employment doors which for too long were barred 

to the handicapped.~ou opened those closed doors 

by first opening closed minds. Those minds had - ..._ ____ _ 
arbitrarily rejected the disabled as being 

allegedly "unemployable. "~But open minds ••. 

open hearts ••• friendly outstretched hands 

have changed that picture.~ 

Thus, as an example, last year, 8 ,300 men and 
me 'MS"7NJ 

women who had been regarded as completely outside 
.. ........ -,..,~ 

the labor force because they were mentally retarded--
rO:~ 

were put to gainful work.~They represent only a 
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small proportion of the 3 million retarded who 

are capable of doing a job. But this important 

beginning does show what can be done. 

~ I honor those -- in the National Association for 
• ==== .. 

Retarded Children -- and in cooperating organizations 

who blazed this path of progress. 

L This October will mark the 20th Anniversary of ____ __.... 

the first celebration of a special week to employ 

the handicapped. 

~ Eighteen years ago it was my privilege, as --
Mayor of Minneapolis , to issue one of the first 

municipal proclamations for observance of that week. 

~At that time, the secretary of our Mayor's committee 

was a young Purple Heart veteran named Orville 

Freeman. Today, as Secretary of Agriculture, he is 

leading the fight to aid Arn_;rica •;;_nr::J cH sabl;~. 
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~ In this auditorium today are many pioneers 

of jobs-for-the-handicapped. You have proven 

that it is definitely good business to employ the 

handicapped . 

~ And it is good government and good citizenship 

to get a disabled man off the welfare roll onto a 

payroll and a tax roll c. - • 

~ For years, the roll call of honor for the 

handicapped was headed by the predecessor of your 

great Harold Russell-- a fellow MinnesotaD1 the late 

General Melvin Maas.~Though blind, General Maas 

"saw " •• this need of the 

magnificently to it. 

Nation and responded ( 

J.k~1J~~ -
~ He led us closer to the time when all men and 

women in our society will hav~rtunity to develop 
4 

their talents and skills. 
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~The goal of this Administration is -- as 

it was General Maas• goal -- opportunity for all 

Americans. We seek opportunity for all who would 

work to lift themselves. 

L The handicapped do want to work. The handicapped 

do not want pity. 
....... - They do not want handouts. And 

they do not want "made-work."~ey ask only that 

they be trained for meaningful jobs they can perform -
and that, whenever necessary, jobs be adapted so they 

can perform them. 

L.. That is not too much to ask . .j.IJ)tl•• ~.;:t-. 
J' But the job-seeking handicap!ed comprise a long h .... 

waiting list. Three million Americans have disabilities -
which still keep them on the fringes of community -
and family life. 

-
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the numbers of the rehabilitated -~Year by year, 

fo~nately -- rising.~In five years, we hope are ...... 
to reach the annual mark of rehabilitating 200,000 

each year. -

L But the time gap implicit in these figures 

confirms how far we still have to go. 

J Meanwhile time hangs heavy on those waiting ~ ,-=:.. 
their chance for a job. Is there anyone among us 

who can calculate the anguish of the man or woman forced 
., -

to wait or who vainly apply for employment -- time 

after time -- only to be rejected? 

~For these men and_:omen we are determined to 

open up more jobs. Jobs are needed, too, not just 

for the disabled -- but for millions of the -
impoverished. 
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~ The _;oor and the disabled are frequently .. ,.. 

one and the same. 

~ some 40 percent of the disabled are poor. 

~ It is no coincidence, too, that the poor are 

blighted far more frequently by mental retardation 
·m 7%D·'n 

and mental illness than are more fortunate citizens. 

handicap tends to breed others. - - A vicious 

cycle goes on and on. starting with disability or - -
with poverty, it leads to other forms of deprivation - --
-- to psychological, cultural, social or other wants. 

~ To remedy this tragic pattern -- to provide for 

the deprived, to uplift the poor, the disabled -- a 

peaceful war is being fought in this nation. 

LThe war <;gainst poverty is simultaneously a 

war against disability -- to prevent disability before 
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it strikes •.• to treat disability if it does ........ -
strike ••• to cure disabilty) if possible .•• 

or to relieve it and to rehabilitate the victim~ 
~ 

L Against s~e or multiple handicaps, your 

~~f~s mobilizing every sound weapon 
1( 

that the ingenuity of man's mind and the devotion 

of man's heart can devise. 

~ History-making legislation -- federal aid to 

primary and secondary education, including special 

education ••• aid to evaluate the potential of 

the disabled and to expand sheltered workshops ••• 

aid for regional medical centers -- is being passed. 

It is being passed because of the broad support of -
American citizens -- especially the citizens in . "--------
this audience. 
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~ I urge you in this audience not just to 

receive passively -- the qualified handicapped - • -
who are sent to you, and not just to hire them. 

L.. I urge you to go out and .::.:::.. the handicap~:! 

where they live, where they train. see them in .... :-... 
too, in companies -

which are successfully employing them. Listen to 

them. ~, ----~ Then participate in the new program of 

employment seminars which mayors throughout American - • 

are now organizing. 

~Examine the program of jobs-for-the-handicapped 

in your own state and community. Meet the targets 

you have set for job placements and then go on to 

achieve still higher targets. 
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L What you are doing is not only economically 
t --

right but morally right. - ~~ 
~In the future, despite our progress, we face 

formidable problems. 

~Most of our efforts must now be directed against 

fortresses which thus far have resisted progress. I 

refer to such citadels as mental illness, mental -- =-
retardation and epileps~. 

- .. H FMJ. 
__ _, __ 
~Recent history proves that the walls of an 

enemy fortress -- like poliomyelities or tuberculosis --

Bwill come tumbling down " if public and private 
- 4 ....... 

forces combine to concentrate national attention 

upon ine 

~ Long since, American genius broke the sound 

barrier. Now, let us break the prejudice barrier .. 
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the poverty barrier -- the disability barrier 
s nr· -

the psychological barrier which denies any man his 
tt -

due. 

Jobs for disabled Americans are a blessing 

for every American. Let us multiply that blessing. 
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A D D .R B s s 

OF 

THE HONORABlE HUIBRT H. HUMPHREY 

VICE PBESIDENT OF THE UNI'!ED STA'l'BS 

BEFORE THE 

THE PRESIDENT'S Ca-tMITTBB ON EMPLOYMENT OF 'l'HE HANDICJ\PPBD 

ANNUAL MBETI:OO 

111lSHIOOTON, D.C. 

APRIL 30, 1965 

TBB Vl:c:B PRESIDENT: Dr. Mayo, Mr. Jtussell, and my 

friend Ml:. Rosenberg, and ladies and gentlemen representing the 

fifty Governors• committees, the mayors of our great cities, 

representatives of business and labor, volunteer groups, and 

veterans• groups, I am extremely honored and most gutified 

to be given the opportunity to participate in your conference. 

I have just had the privilege of meeting some of your 

distinguished leaders and also of visiting informally with those 

who have carzied on this worthy endeavor so valiantly, with the 

gentlemen that wil1 represent the crusade foz the rehabilitation 

and employment of the handicapped, The Handicapped Man of the 

Year 1965, and, also, of course, those who have undertaken this 

high responsibility in other years. 

May I digress for just a maoent to say to Mr. Russell, 

Harold Russell, who is an ola friend of mine -- -we have worked 

tOjether for many years -- how much I admire and respect this 
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1 splendid publication that will :be sent out to employers, to 

2 c.i,tizens over America, a little brOChure, pamphlet· of ~he 

0 
3 

4 

Preaident•s Committee on the Employment of the Handicapped, 

the subcommittee of this Cc:mni ttee, showir¥J what can be a one 

5 and what bas been acne in terms of the conservation and the use 

6 and development of human resources. 

7 I must say that if I were to name this ceoference, 

8 I would just ca~l it the Human Besources Conference, because 

9 what a pity it is when that which GOd createe is not given the 

10 opportunity for its fulfillment, and human resources are, of 

11 course, our val.uable resources, and these resources we have 

12 sometimes taken for granted or too often .abused or exploited 

13 and all toe aeldom fu~ly appreciated. 

14 In this day and age, howe-ver, there is a re-awakening, 

15 and we are beginning to understand the wealth of our nation in 

16 its people, the strength of our nation in its own, the future 

17 of our nation in the faith and hope of the people, and that it 

18 is people, people, that are at the very center of the democratic 

19 commitment. 

20 Four years ago, Emik Avakian -- I hope I pronounceQ 

21 the name coxrectly --won the President•s trophy as the 

22 Handicapped Man of the Yeax, and this gallant man was severely 

23 
cerebral palsied, almost unable to sit in a wheelchair. Years 

24 
ago he had to fight his llii&Y into college against the advice of 

25 
counsellors who thought he was too severely handicapped. Now, 
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1 an eleetxical engineer 1 he, is also a bril~iant scientist, and 

2 this man who had the courage of a giant and the determination 

3 of a soldier devised a lightnixrJ fast •servation system whereb 

4 tlle airlines can tel~ how many seats axe available almost 

5 instantaneously on all flights. It is true he could not hold 

6 a pencil because of his affliction, but that did not stop himr 

7 -so, he invented a typewriter that could be operated with his 

8 bDath. Imagine the ingenuity of this man, and he is at preeen 

9 working on the use of a cgmputer to control radiation beams tha 

10 perfoxa blood less s urgery -on that part ,of the brain which, if 

.12 11 injured, can cause cerebral palsy. 

_, 
::::> 

12 There is an eXI!IIpl.e of what I mean by human resources, 

0 
< a.. 

cO 13 salvaged, rehabilitated, conserved, developed ana put to use. 
0 
IX 
< 
3 14 Now, that disabled fell.ow ~ri.can acted to overcome 

15 not only his own di.sabilities but to make possible new vistas 

16 for the able as well as the disabled. 

17 I fully recOJnize this J.s a dramatic eXan1ple 1 but 

1·8 tlu! is great drama in all '.life do these days. 'Ibis dramatic 

19 example does not stand alone, otte rs are joined in this 

20 struggle, and I am happy to say, as a representative of your 
21 Government, this Administration is committed to this struggle 

22 and the rehabilitation of the handicapped for the development 

23 
and conservation and wise use of our human resources. 

24 
(Applause. ) 

2 5 
THE VICE PRESIDENT.: But even more significantly, you 
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a~e committed, and that ~ is what is xeally the mar9in of victory~ 

Now, this Febxuaxy past, P~esident Johnson wrote to 

the nation• s employers these words: 

"Given encouragement and hope, our handicapped 

citizenscan competitively earn a useful place in our 

great land of opportunity. They have the courage. 

All they need is a chance to prove themselves. 

Now, it is you who are providing that chance, You, 

right here in this auditorium and hundreds and thousands like 

you that you ::r:epxesent. You, of the Governors • cQDIDittees and 

employe~s' committees. Yeu, who axe leaders of busine'Ss, 

l.abor, civil gxoups, veterans and other voluntary o~qanizations 

I just love that phrase "voluntary organizations•, because, 

my fell.or.r Amexicans, this is so cha.racter.istic of our country. 

This is the difference in many ways between what we- axe and 

what others axe. lJ:t rely upon voluntaryism. ~ rely upon the 

spontaneous willir¥Jness and commitment of our fellow Ame~.icans. 

Your key work with The President .. s CQQIDittee, your 

work in the u. s. Vocational Rehabilitation Administration 

and the State rehabilitation agencies has opened employment door 

which for too long have been barred, ccmpletely shut to the hand 

icapped. You opened those closed doors, but you did it by first 

cpen.i.BJ the closed minds, and those minds had arbitrarily ::r:eject 

ed the disabled as being allegedly unemployable. But we found 

out open minds, open hearts, f riendly, outstretched hands have 
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1 ehanged that picture, and these closed doors are wide open today 

2 my f.ri.ends, because you have made it so. 

3 Thus, as an example, last year, 8, 300 men and wanen 

4 who bad befoxe been .regarded as completely outsi.Qe the labor 

5 force -- I suppose hopelessly handicapped, some might have 

6 said -- because they wexe mentally retaJ:ded, they were put 

7 through rehabilitation and training for gainful work, and they 

8 bec.aue self-sustaining citizens, contributir¥J to the wealth 

9 and the power and the might of this gxeat nation. 

10 They represent only a small p.xoportion of tbe 3,000,00 

11 retarded, who are capable of doing a jOb and want to do a job, 

12 but this important beginningc t~y show• what can be done, and 

13 I am always reminded, when I use that word •beginning•, that the 

14 longest journey is the first step, and once you have made that 

15 break-throuqh, that first step, then the journey becomes only a 

16 matter of time and the energy we are willing to commit to it. 

17 I honor those taday in the national organization for 

18 retarded children and in the cooperati03 organizations who b z 

19 this path of progress. My friends, Mr • .Rosenberg, who is here 

20 today, bas been in the lead of that fight, and I honor him for 

21 it. 

22 This October will mark the 20th anniversary of the 

23 first celebration o f this special week to employ the handicapped. 

24 ~ Americans do have a number of special weeks, but I hope that 

25 we will remember that a week is but the catalyst that should pr 
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1 pel us threughout the whole year .. 

2 Eighteen years ago, it was my privilege a• the Mayor 

3 of the City of Minneapolis, Minnesota., to issue one o£ the firs 

4 municipal proclamations for the observa.nc:e of •&nploy the Handi 

5 capped week•, and at that tiale tr..e sect:etary -a£ the Mayors_• 

6 eaami ttee to Employ the Hand.ic:apped was a young purple-heart 

7 veteran named orville Freeman, and today that young purple-

8 heart veteran that was the first secretary of tbat CQDIDittee 

9 is the secretary of Agrict~lture in the Pxesident's Cabinet here 

10 in 'lfaahington, D. e. 

11 ~lause.) 

12 'l'1iB VIeB PUSIDBN'l': That young secretary then, and 

13 we would like to have me say be is still young, that yoqng 

14 secretary is tOday leading the fight to a.i.d America's rural 

15 disabled. He nevex quit. By the way, he was rather disabled 

16 himseU, but he overeame that just as Hal:old Bussell. and 

em 17 thousands and thousands ore like them have overccxne what sane 

18 people thought was their disability. 

19 In this auditorium today are many pioneers of the 

20 jobs for the handicapped.. You fought the gocd fight, and you 

21 ought to have medals all down your lapels, al-l telllng of 

22 your victories. You have proven that it is definitely goocl 

23 business to employ the handicapped, and you have proven that 

24 i.t can be done.. -

2 5 I might add, it's not only good business but it's 
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1 good Government and it •·a g·ood citizenship to get a disabled 

2 man back on his own feet doing the jab that be can do, to help 

3 saDeone that is disabled to get off the welfare rolls and onto 

4 the payrolllt and, of course, that also means you also get him 

5 on the tax rolls. 

6 The PJ:esident bas saicl on occasion that we need to ao 

7 eve.rythiBJ that we possibly can to see to it that people axe 

8 not tax eaters but tax payers. 'J.'his is anotll! r to say 1 becCIDe 

9 productive so you can share o f your talents with this whole 

10 country. 

11 Fox years, the role of honor for the handicapped was 

12 headed by the predecessor of our own good friend be re ta:1ay, 

13 and your great Harold Russell, who was a fellow Minnesotan, the 

14 late General Melvin Maas. 'Mlat a zema.rkable man. Though he 

15 was blind 1 General lllaas saw the need of this nation, ana he 

16 responded magnificiently to it. Isn• t it interesting how 

17 one could be blind in the physical sense and yet see so much 

18 and see the needs of people? Blind, his eyes closed, but he 

19 opened ouz:s, ana we are eternally in his debt. 

20 He lea us clo•r to the time when all men and waoen 

21 in our society will have fu l opportunity to develop thei% 

22 talents and skills, and the goal of this Ac3m1nistration is, 

23 as was General Maas•s goal, opportunity. Opportunity for all 

24 Alaericansr opportunities for the well, the strong, or the disab d, 

"25 of the weak, the white, the colored -- opportunity fo:z: any per-
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""13 3 (Applause. ) 

Q 
4 THE VI<:B PRESIDENT: Ana we are determined to achieve 

5 that opportunity and to seek it fox al~ who would woxk to lift 

6 themae lves. 

7 NGW" the banaicapped do want to work. The handicapped 

8 as you well know, do not want pity. They do not even want hand-

9 outs, and they do not want sane so-called mjde workf they ask 

1 0 on~y that they be t.rained for meaningful jobs they can perform 

11 and that., whenever it is necessary, the jc:Ds be adapted. so that 

_, 12 they ean perform them. 
:::> 

··() 
< 
0.. 

o6 

a 
13 Now, that isn • t too much to as~, and you and I knw 

"" < 
3: 14 we can do it, but the job-seekii¥J band.i.capped c:Qilpromiae a long 

15 waiting list. Three million Americans have disabilities Y1ich 

16 sti~l keep them on the fxinges of the community and famlly life, 

17 and yeax by yeax the numbers of the xehabilitated a,re forunately 

18 rising. 

19 Rehal;)ilitation bas becaue a great cause in our countxy 

20 In five years., we hope to .reach the annual mark of rehabilitati 

21 300,000 of our fe~~ow citizens each year. 

22 Now, that is good news, but there axe 3,000,000 dis-

23 ab~ed. The time gap implicit in these figures confirms, however 

24 we still have to go a long way, and that ;i.s why we need meetings 

25 like this to move the work along, to be in a hurry and to recgg-
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1 n.ize the •nae ef urgency. Meanwhile, time bangs avy on those 

2 awaiting tbeJ.r chance for a job. Is there any among us who 

3 can calculate the anguish and pain of a man or WCIDan forced 

4 to Wit and vai ly apply for employment time after time only 

5 to be rejected? For theM men and waaen, we are determined to 

6 open up more jabs. Jobs are needed, too, not just for the dis-

7 abled but fox millions o£ the impoverished. 

8 I have workecl this mornin;, my fellow citizens, for 

9 better than houra with a Cabinet cCIIDittee and leaders of 

1 0 our Governaent on this program of employment in America. 11! 

11 are bending e-very effort, we are making every effort we know 

1 2 hGJW to ke, going through every department of Gover~nt 

«! 1 3 and .. etin:J with e~loyers in every human enaeavor, meeting 
c 
"" < 
~ 14 with people all over America to say to them, frankly: • Provide 

u 
0 

1 5 jabs• r and sayiiVJ to those who want the jobs: •Train yourselves. 

1 6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

The training facilities are here. Saying to the 

schools and technical institutions, say1IJ1 to the d~tors and 

rehabilitation specialists: •tet•a work together with empl~ers, 

with labor, with our facilities, to see to it that jobs axe 

available and that those jobs, when available, can be filled 

with qualified people." 

The poor and the disabled that I have mentioned are 

frequently one and the same. saoe 40 per cent of our disabled 

are tragically poor. It is not coincidence, too, that the poor 

are bllghted far more frequently by mental retaRt&ti.cm a i'JQ 
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1 mental illness than are the more fortunate citizens. 

f 
~ 

~ 
~ 

2 I .1:ead SQile interesting facts of late. we now know. 

3 dear friends, that families that are on relief over a cQnsi€l• 

4 exable perioa of time seem to esta):)liah a pattern that falls 

5 into the next generation. It! now know that peverty is almost 

6 contagious. • now know the poor beget the poor, and this 

7 is one of the masons we are })eqinning to strike bOdy blows 

8 at the root causes of the poverty.. We ha.ve to root it out. 

g • can't just treat it on the surface. We have to get at 

1 0 its causes, and we have to have the same kind of adventureSQDe 

1 1 spirit anCI willingness to do tbe impossible as we have to 

12 llave in these space prog.rams ox othez programs. 

13 This country can do anytlU.ng 1 t wants to do. All we 

14 have to €lo is make up our minds that we can do it. AJty eountry 

15 that can put a man on the moon ought to be able to put a man on 

16 his feet on the earth. 

17 (Applause.) 

QsnQ 18 THE VICE PRBSlDENT: Yes, we know one handicap tends 

19 
t breed others, anCI a vicious circ-le g<'les on and C8, and start 

20 
ing with disability or poverty, it leads to other forms of 

21 
deprivation -- the psychological, cultural, social and other 

22 
wants. 

c:i 23 
To remedy this tragic pattern and provide for the 

24 
deprive€l, to help uplift the poor and disabled, a peaceful war 

25 
is being fought in this nation, tbe war aqainst poverty is simu -
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ta;ng.oualy a war against disa):)ility, to prevent disa])ility befoz:e 

it stri.k&a, to· treat disal>ility if it does stz:ike, to cuz:e 

disability if possible, <n: to xelie~ it and to rehabilitate 

the victims against single or multiple handicaps, and your 

Government -- and it is our G09ernment -- I love to say it 

of the people, by the people, and for the people -- is IDQbilizi 

evexy sound weapon that the ingenuity of a man's mind and the 

devotion o£ a man•s hea::t can devise .. 

Bistoey-lDaking legislation, Federal. aid to primary and 

.secondary education, . .including special education in the lazgest, 

more cGillpzehensive programs that ' this nation has evex known 

aid to evaluate the potential of the disabl.eO and to el(pancl 

sheltered woxkshop.s, aid .for xegipnal me.Qical centers, whic:h 

.is before the cengxess and is being passed, being passed becau 

of the bread support of the Amerioan citizens, especially the 

citizens in this auaience. 

eongress is xesponding to the needs and to the wishes 

e£ the American people, and that is the way it ought to be in 

a zepresentative deJDOcracy. 

I uxge you, therefore, in this audience, not just to 

receive passively the qualified handicapped who are sent to you 

-- not just to hire them, I uz:ge you to g-o out a:nil see the 

handicapped, to see where they live, how tbey live and whexe t 

trainr see them ln the sheltered woxkshops,. see them in canpan 

businesses, which are successfully employing themr listen to 
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2 Then, my friends 1 participate in the new progxams o£ 
0 

if 

3 employment, seminars which mayors and qcwernors throughout AIDer a 

4 axe now organizing, examine the prog:rams of the jobs for the 

5 handicapped in your own state and cCillllunity; l.ift your aig'hts. 

6 I:f you came down here only to xevie'W what you thought 

7 was going to happen, th.t.s trip wasn '. t really neeeasary. «the 

8 purpose of a meeting like this is to xesolve to do better than 

9 you ever theught you could do, t.o set a new standard. 'lhat is 

#14 10 why we get togetbe r, to eval.uate what bas been done, to see bow 

11 we can adapt it to our cOIIIIlunity, and, then, One by one, to 

12 pledge either publl.cly or privataly that you are going to do 

13 a whole lot lllOre than you ever dreamed possible to double and 

14 double our · CGIIRit•nts and our premised goals. 

15 Yes, I •nt you to examine· youz programs for jobs for 

16 the handicapped, take a l.ook at your cOIIIDunity services ~at 

17 equip these people for work; eee what '.s being done in our 

18 hospitals and universities in ~habilitation and see that more 

19 .t.s done. 

20 The greatest waste in Amexica is the waste of people. 

21 It is an inc.xedib.le waste, a shameful waste, and we can't 

22 affoxd it. a just can't afioxa it. 

23 • a~• Uv.ing in such a caupetitive world with so 

24 many serious problems besetting us, we can • t afford to lOse 

25 anybody.. ll! can • t afford to have anyone who bas anything to 
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1 ccotribute to tbe public or cCIIIIDunity good, not to have that 

2 person on the job as a full participant in thia experience of 

3 our democracy. 

4 Meet tbe targets that you haft set and rai• the 

5 tarqets, and then go out to achieve your goals. lllat you axe 

6 doing is not only econ<Dically right -- and it sure is - but 

7 rally right. You will feel better. 

8 In the future, despite our pro:J~sa, we need to 

g recognize that we face mo.re a.dical prdllems, and most o£ our 

10 eff~ts must now be directed against tbe fortreaees which thus 

11 far have resisted progress. 

12 I refer to such fortrea•s aa disability, as mental 

13 illness, •ntal zoetardation ana epile y. 

14 Recent history proves that the walls of an enemy 

15 f ~tress like polio or tuberculosis will ccae tumbling down 

16 if public and private forces caabina to concentrate national 

17 attention upon thea. 

18 I repeat, my fellow Americana, we can do whatever we 

19 want to do if we just make up our minds to do it and dedicate 

20 the resources of this nation to that goal. 

21 
Long since, American genius broke the sound barrier. 

22 'l'bat is old hat now. Now, let • a break 8GIDB other barriers. 

23 
Ml! are hard at work in this country breaking the 

24 
pxejudice barrier, the barrier of the racism and racial intol.er-

25 
2Dee, hich has been a disability of over 20,000,000 of our 
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Americans because acme peopla bad cl.oaed minds and cloaed hearts 

and, rtlY fellow AID&ricans, we have suffered such tragic losses: 

3 1 ses in pxestige, losses in decency, and losses in our econany 

4 '1'be President • s Council of Econcaic Adviso.t:s told the 

5 President one month ago that the annual loss f.ran discrimination 

6 in e pl~nt alone because of racial pzejudice was · r 

7 $20,000,000,000. Twenty billion dollars! Ch, what we could 

8 do with $20, ooo, ooo~ooo, anc1 we are now determineo that we will 

9 bxeak down tbeae barriers, that we will auaah open these doors 

10 and go into tbe doors of opportunity ana remove these walls o£ 

11 resistance. And it is going to mean a better country. 

12 we are going to do it through a change of heart, a 

13 change of heart, a change Of program, through education, and 

14 we are going to do it accepting people as people and in respect 

15 Qf htaan dignity. 

16 so,. let us break the prejudice barrier, smash it to 

17 pieces and release the untold energies of illions of people 

18 in the days to c , and we are going to breek the poverty 

19 barrier. 

20 . I know I have beard many people say we are not doing 

21 enough, but we are sta~lng and we are going to go at it 

22 tbodically and with determination. will ke SQD& mistake , 

23 but let • say to you, my friends, until such a day, such a day 

24 that you will not ke mistakes, if you wait until then, you 

25 will never ata:rt. If we stumble and fall, we will get up and 
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2 again, until we help people help tham•lves ana give people 
... ... 

3 in AIIMu:ica a chance to be full citizens in the fullest sen• 

4 of that wondexful worCI of ci tizenship4 we aJ:e bxeaking the 

5 disability baxxier, am we are detemined to tear it down. 

6 a nt no walls in Amexica7 we want gatas of oppoxtunity, and 

7 we are breaking the psychological barrier which denies any 

8 man his due; so you go to your work, remembering this: JClba 

9 for disablea Americana are a blessing, not only for the disabled 

10 but foJ: e ry American, and our task is to multiply that bleasi 

11 doing here on earth the work that we are supposed to do and, in 

12 a very real sense, doing Ga:l' s work for God •a people, just 

13 ~ople. 

14 Thank you. 

15 (Applauae.) 
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Harold Russell 

Chairman 

The President's Committee on 
Employment of the Handicapped 

WASHINGTON, D.C., 20210 

REMARKS OF VICE PRESIIENT 

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

!RESilSN.r' S COMMI'l'l'EE ON EMPLOYMENr OF 'm: HA'NDICAPH!:D 

ANNUAL MEETING - APRIL 301 1965 

Four years ago, Em1k Avakian won the President's Trophy as Handicapped 

Man of the Year. Mr. Avakian is severely cerebral palsied, almost tmable to 

sit in a wheelchair. 

Years ago, he had to fight his wey into college against the advice of 

counselors who thought he was too severely handicapped. Now an electrical 

engineer, he is also a brilliant scientist. He devised a lightning-fast 

reservation system whereby airlines can tell how lliSllY seats are aV8:1la.ble 

on all flights. 

He coul.dn' t hold a pencil, so he invented a typewriter that could be 

operated with his breath. He is at present working on use of a cauputer 

to control radiation beams that might perform bloodless surgery on that part 

of the brain which, if injured, can cause cerebral. palsy. 

'!his disabled American acts to overcome not only his own disability but 

to make possible new vistas for the able as well as for the disabledo Others 

are .joined in this struggle. This Administration is committed to it. And 

so are you. 

This February, President Johnson wrote to the nation' s employers: 

(more) 
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"Given encouragement and hope, our handicapped citizeM can couq>etitivel,y 

earn a usetul place in our great land of opportunity. 'Ihey have the courage. 

All they need is a chance to prove themselves." 

It is you whO are providing that chance -- you of governors' committees 

mid ma.yors' committees, you who are leaders of business» of labor, civic 

grou;ps, veterans, and other voluntary organizations. 

Your teamwork with the President's Committees, the u.s. Vocational Re-

habilitation Administration and state rehabilitation agencies has opened 

employment doors which for too long were barred to the handicapped. You 

opened those closed doors by first opening closed minds. Those minds had 

arbitraril,y reJected the disabled as being allegedly "unemployable." But 

"open minds ••• " "open hearts ••• " friendly outstretched hands have changed 

that picture. 

Thus» as an example, last year, 8, 300 men and women who had been regarded 

as couq>letel,y outside the labor force -- because they were mentall,y re~d --

were put to ge.1n:tul. work. They represent onl,y a small. portion of the 3 milllon 
' 

retarded who are capable of doing a job. But this important beginning does 

s haw What can be done. 

I honor those =- in the National Association for Retarded Children --

and in cooperating organizations who blazed this path of progress. 

This October will mark the 20th AnD1 versa.r;y of the first celebration of 

a special week to employ the handicapped. 

Eighteen years ago it was m:1 priv:Uege, as ~or of Minneapolis, to issue 

one of the first municipal proclamations for observance of that week. At 

that time9 the secretary of~ ~or's Committee was a young Purple Heart 

vete:rM D.!!lmed Orv:ill.e Freeman. Todair1 e Secretary of Agriculture, he is 

leading the fight to aid America 1 s rural disabled. 
(more} 
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In thie auditorium tod.ey" are JD8llY pioneeri!S of jobs-for.-the-handicapped. 

You have proven that it ie definitely good bueineee to employ the handicappedo 

And it is good government and good ci tize:ruship to get a dieabled man 

off the wel.fare roll onto a pa;yroll and a tax roll. 

For years, the roll call of honor for the handicapped was headed by the 
• 

predecessor of your great Harold Rwseell a fellow Minnesotan, the late General 

Melvin Maas. Though blind, General Maa.s "saw'' this need of the Nation and 

responded magnificently to it. 

He led us closer to the time when al.l men and wanen in our society will 

have opport\Uli ty: to develop their talents and sk11115. 

The goal of this Administration ie -- as it wai!S General .Maas' goal --

opportunity for all Americans. We seek opportunity for all who would work 

to lift themselves. 

The handicapped do want to work. The handicapped do not want pity. 

They do not want handoute . And they do not want "made~worko" They a~ onl.y 

that they be trained for mean1.ngf'ul jobs they can perform and that, whenever 

necessary 1 jobs be adapted so they can perform them. 

That is not too much to ask. 

But the job-seeking handicapped comprise a long waiting list. Three 

million Americans have disabilities which still keep them on the :fringes 

of cODIIIl\Uli t;y and f'am:l.ly life. 

Year by year, the numbers of the rehabilitated are -- fortunately --

r ieing. In five years, we hope to reach the annual mark of' rehabilitating 

200, 000 each year. 

But the time gap implicit in these figures ccm:f'irms how far we still 

have to goo 

{more} . 
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Meanwhile time hangs heavy on those waiting their chance for a job .. 

Is there BDYOne 8liiDilg us who can cal.culate the anguish of the man or WCID&U 

forced to wait or who vainly apply for employment -- time after time 

ODJ.3 to be rejected? 

For theae men and wanen we are determined to open u;p more jobs. Jobs 

are nee~d9 too, not juat for the disabled -- but for m1111cms of the im"' 

poverished. 

The poor and the disabled are frequently one and the same. 

Scae 4o percent of the disabled are poor. 

It is no coincidence, too, that the poor a:re blighted fe:r more :f'requentlJ' 

by mental retardation and mental illness than are more fortunate citizens. 

One handicap tends to breed others. A vicious cycle goes on and em. 

Starting with disability or with poverty, it leads to other forms of 

deprivation -- to psychological, cultural., social. or other wants. 

To reme~ this tragic pattern -- to provide for the deprive~ to uplift 

the poor9 the disabled - - a peaceful war is being fought in this nation. 

The war against poverty is simultaneously a war against disabUi ty ""~ 

to prevent disability before it strikes ••• to treat disabUity if' it does 

strike ••• to cure disability .I' if possible ••• or to relieve it and to 

rehabilitate the victim. 

Against single or mul.tiple handicaps, your Administratiau is m.ob111z1Dg 

every sou:nd weapon that the ingenuity of man's mind aud the devotion of 

man's heart can devise. 

Histar,y making legislation -- federal aid to pr1mar.1 and secondar,y 

educatim9 :!&eluding special. education ••• aid to evaluate the potential 

of the disabled and to e;r;pand shel. tered workshops • • • aid fO>r regicmal 
• medical. centers -- is being passed. 

(more) 



It is being passed because of the broad support of American ci tizel18 ..,.., 

eepec1ally the citizens in this audience. 

I urge you in this audience not just to l:l'!!ceive -= passivel;r -- the 

qualified handicapped who are sent to yoo!l and not just to hire them. 

I urge you to go out and see the handicapped -- where they live9 where 

t'!:!.ey tr.a.in. See them in sheltered workshops. See t.hem9 too9 in cc:~~~pW.es 

which are successf'ully employ'iJJg them. Listen to tbemo 

Then participate in the new program of employment sem1 nars which m!lifOrs 

thr'ougb.out America ere now organizing. 

Exmuine the program of jobs~f'or-the..,handicapped in your own state aud 

community. Meet the targets you have set for job placements aud then go em 

to achieve still higb.er targets . 

What you are d~ing is not ~ eccmamical.q rigb.t but morall;y right. 

In the f'uture!l despite our p~ss9 we face formidable problems. 

Most of our efforts must now be directed against fortresses which tb.u 

far have resisted progress. I refer to such eitadel.s as mental 1llnese9 

mental retardation and ep:Ueps;y. 

Recent history proves that the wall.s of en eDE'lJlltY fortress -- like 

pcl.iavelitis or tuberculosis =- "~ cane tumbling down" if public md 

private forces canbine to coocentrate naticmal attention upcm it. 

I..cmg since, American genius brake the SOlmd barrier. Now let us break 

the prejudice barrier .. .., the poverty ~ier -- the d1eab111 ty ba.rrier ..... 

the peychologic~SJ. ber.rler which denies ~man his ~. 

Jobs for disabled Americans ere a blessing for e~ American. Let u 

•ml:tiply that blessiDg. 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


