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I welcome the opportunity to address this outstanding 

Conference. 

/I bring you the warm personal greetings of President Johnson. 

/Your fight for justice in immigration is his fight --my fight 

America 1 s fight. 

The Subcommittee Hearings conducted by Congressman
1 

F;igJJ.~,g 

this morning -- and earlier this year -- offer an impressive record 

for reform of the obsolete Immigration and Nationality Law. 

President Johnson will continue to work closely with the 

Congress to end-- once and for all -- the intolerable discrimination 

in the immigration statute. 

Last October, in addressing a Columbus Day Rally in Newark, 

I emphasized that our beloved country despises "walls." The cruel 

wall against fine potential immigrants -- of Italian or other ancestry 

--is absolutely contrary to our American ideals. 

The Anti-Italian-Wall must come "tumbling down." It will 

come down, provided other groups of dedicated Americans work 

as hard as you have -- on behalf of justice in immigration. 

LThe b ·g Lett quota system based on 1920 National Origins 
aw 

should and will be eliminated by the 89th Congress. 

LThe system violates the most elementary humantiarian 

tradition of uniting families. 
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It defies the American tradition of recognizing each 

human being on his individual merit. That means ignoring 

any arbitrary factor, beyond the individual's control, such as 

where he or she may happen to have been born. -
' But let this point be perfectly clear. We Americans are 

proud of our varied ancestry, of the varied lands from which 
os - -w 

we are descended. Any individua~ can ?e. m;;-'>ud -- very proud 

-- to have been born in Italy. You and I know how much humanity 

is indebted for all that Italy has given to civilization. The United 

States is infinitely richer, wiser, finer thanks to the tremendous 

achievements of the sons and daughters, the grandsons and grand-

daughters of Italy, such as are so well represented by the dis-

tinguished officers and members of your Committee. 

L Yet, indifferent to all this, the blind National Origins Quota 

System persists --for the present-- as a stain on our statute books. 
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That System defies the very ideals of our religious faiths. Those 

ideals were magnificently expressed by the beloved Pope John XXIII 

in his unforgettable 

a just policy of world-wide immigration. In that universal spirit, 

I commend this audience. You have fought for justice for human 

beings of every background. We owe so much to what you have 

already achieved in facilitating improvements in the immigration 

law. 

I look forward to the day-- m the not too distant future--

when we will celebrate -- what I hope and believe will be a great 

victory for true immigration justice. 
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AMERICAN C(lo1MITTEE ON ITALIAN MIGRATION 

Statler-Hilton Hotel 

Washington, D. C. 

Tuesday, May 18, 1965 

LUNCHEON MEETING - FEDERAL ROCJii 12:~5 P.M. 

MR. MArULLO: May I have your attention, please, ladies 

d gentlemen? 

I am happy to see all the smiling faces here. '!'he only 

bing I am unhappy about · 1s -- I am 79 years old, and I would 

ike to be 59. I could enJoy more. 

I am one of thos~ boys that was born in Italy, but I came 

ere when I was a year old. Father came here 90 years ago the 

irst time;, and he worked 1n New York t"or 25 and 50 cents a day. 

oday my namesake, who is 19 years old., my grandchild, is in 

What we Italians have given to civilization., and what 

e have given to this country and to the world 1a beyond words. 

I am proud ot being an Italian, and r know you all are. 

The Vice PI'esident of the t1n1 ted States is going to be 

nen he comes, do not crowd him. He will see 

o it that each and every one ot your delegations can be photo-

phed and he wil~ cooperate with you one hundred per eent, 

t .he bas time. 

Well~ I am bop1ng that he bas time, and if' he cOJles. 
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It 1a not the tunction or a toastmaster to take up a lot 

t time, particularly when you have very interesting and out-

tanding speakers. 

we have with ua today the Mo t Reverend Edward SWanstrom, 

ux1liary Bishop or ew York, Director of catholic Relief 

ervice, founder and board aember or ACIM. 

MOST REVm.END EDWARD E. SWANSTROM: Mr. Chairman, 

ongreasman Fiegban, distinguished guests and ~rienda: 

You have an interesting talk cODling to you, ao I am not 

to take any or your t1me at all. Somebody, a number of 

have said they have wondered that I haven • t had anything 

o say here. It was probably the first time in my lite that 

hey have been able to keep ae quiet, but I must aay 1 t has 

een a very happy privilege to have an opportunity to meet so 

old friends~ even though I haven't talked to them 

ollectiv .ly, I ha e talked to moat or you individually; and I 

at aay I have been deeply impressed by your pirit, your 

, and the spirit or optt.iam about the passage or a 

do away once and tor all with the national or1gi 

ayatem. 

I think we are reaching a point where we are going to 

chieve the obJective that we have been struggling tor all thea 

Certainly Judge March1a1o and Father Donanzan, tor the 

eaderahip tbat they have given to it, and you, the leadership 

t you have given to your caamitteea in the various states 
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Aa you know, my work i with the catholic Relief Services, 

t1ona1 catholic Weltare Conference. We have programs in eve 

rt or the world and it is a ver,y sorr,J world e are living in. 

ere are hundreds or thouaanda or retugeea scattered throughou 

ica and Aaia. 'lbank God the retqee problem in Europe is 

rgely a thing or the past, but there 1 ao uch to be done, 

nd 80 it ia well that we get th18 thing out ot the way, get a 

ecent, humane,Cbristian, sound basic tmmigration law, so that 

e can concentrate all or our attention on these other problema. 

Thank you very much tor giving me the opportunity of 

ng these rew words or greeting and congratulations to you 

I assure you it 1a a happiness and a privilege to be 

and ray prayers are with you tor the success ot your 

fJbank you. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. MAIULLO: All I am hoping .18 that he prays to God 

bat we set this miracle e all want. 

ow, we all talk about llliracles. We are going to have a 

onderful mracle when thia law is pa sed. 

We have ith ua today as our principal speaker a man who 

8 made a aarvelous reputation tor himself. 

You know, nay boy Joseph Anthony, who 18 alao a lawyer and 
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rvard {laughter). He came baek with a wite by the name ot 

uriel Kelly o• Connor. Maybe some ot you have heard •e aay 

his before, but I have tour children, three girls and a boy" 

they have all bad part of their education 1n Italy; but 

one ot them married an Italian. (Laughter) 

~e joker or it all 1a, as you Italians know, we all love 

ur ditterent d1str1cta 1n Italy where we came tram, so my son 

pent a year in Milano With his moth r, because his mother was 

aking a1ng1ng le sons., atter having rour children abe aade her 

(Laugllter) 

And when he came- back, naturally I baa to take him to see 

rather and aother. So he tarted talking Italian to h1a 

randparenta., and my mother looked at him and said, '1 Poor boy-, 

hey- took you to Italy and turned you into a Lombard. ' 

Anyhow. our speaker here, Michael F1eghan. who is a 

Cleveland, the 20th Congressional District ot 

United States Representative. was born 1n 1905 at Lakewo 

o; the aon ot John T. and Mary English .Fiesban. e attended 

ublic and parochial chool• in Lakewood, graduated trca st. 

natiua High School.- Cleveland; a graduate or Princeton 

vers1ty, with an A.B. degree., in 1927; graduate or. Harvard 

LL.a., that degree in 1931. A msber or the <:hio 

tate Legislature, 1937-1940. Minority Ploor Leader in 1939 

d 1940.. Married., with two children., W1111a M. and Flora M. 

, 
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egban. Elected to the 78th Congress, ovember 2nd6 1942, and 

o each succeeding Consreu. Member of the Committee on the 

diciaey since 1943, and nt)W Ranking Member~ Chainuan ·of the 

use SUbcommittee on Dmmtsration and Naturalization~ of the 

oint Committee on lmmigration and Natural1%ation Policy; 

ber ot the select Committe to 1nv~stigate Communi&t 

AJHn-ession, 83rd Congress. 

In 1960, the President of tbe Italian Republic conferred 

e croas of Knight, Commander of the Order ot Merit, to%" bi.s 

ntereat in the problems of immigration. 

I:n 1962, he was elected Hibernian of the year, one of the 

uta tanding Irishmen, naturally. 

And 1n 1964, he received the J'reedom Award for the 

1at!.n&u1ahed leadersb.ip in combati&g COlllllun1SJn, fraa the Order 

l LaFayette, in Hew York. 

Let me retain<! you, my friends, that in the City ot BoatonJ 

n tb old days. the em.plOJifient agencies had on their windows 

Irishmen need not applY. " Bere we have one o~ the greatest 

en in the Uaited States that 1a going to address you th1a 

ernoon. 

(Applause.) 

ADDREss Q1i.' 'l'JI.E BCIJ<JtABLB MICHAEL A. i'IEOBAB,. 
A REPRESFN.rATIVE IN CONGRESS J'RCJt THE 20th 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF OHIO. 

(Prepared statement follows:) 
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MR. MAIULL01 ould you mind taking it easy, ple e? 

~e Vice President has not arrived aa yet, but we hope he 

11 be here shortly. 

I ant to make an announcement. Tbe Caucus Room, as you 

11 knoW, the reception is oing to be at tour-thirty, but there 

ill be no bus transportation. Each and every one o£ you will 

to get there on your own. 

It is in the cannon Building. That is named after old 

oaepb cannon, if I rem ber correctly, he used to be a m ber 

t the Bouse. 

I want to impress upon you, when the Vice President gets 

please do not cro d him. 

Now, two years MO, hen we ent over to the White House, 

late President Kennedy, I understand, was mobbed. Now, 

know what I am talking about, because I was there. 

It the Vice President baa time, e ill arrang to have 

delegates coae up and have a picture taken with 

I ant to eanpl1ment the Conare aaan on his taar\'eloua 

alk that he made. And. as I said before, I am proud or being 

Italian,. and I kno y-ou, who are here,. o~ Italian origj.n, 

alao proud or the tact. But, believe me, 117 f'riends, e 

re going thrOugh troubled daya. '!'he whole world 1a upset. 

ere is a ~loaopby toda7 that it you can•t earn any money$ 

ou Shouldn't have any money. and Coullnm1 1s intlltrati.ng 



11 over the orld; but one thing I am sure ot the people 
2 

3 
bat I come in contact nth of JJJY nationality, e ask tor no 

I 

harity, all we ask is for an opportunity to work and to study 
4 

d be decent American citizens. 
5 

(Applause.) 
6 

MOST REVEREND SWANSTRCit: I am sure you would want tor me 
7 

o say for you that we are all very deeply indebted to Congre a 
8 

n Fieghan for his ver,y forthright speech and his enunciation 
9 

r principles that should b embodied in sound legislation, 
10 

nd pledge htm our full support through those people throughout 
11 

be Uhited States that we can reach, that be may aee a bill 
12 

hrough to tinal passage. 
1 3 

MR. MAIULLO: ot course, I am a little more optimistic 
14 

We had an Irishman as President, pretty 
15 

oon we may have another one, and I hope it 111 be Congressman 
1 6 

ieghan. 
17 

MOST REVEREND SWANS'mCM: I told you if I got started 
18 

ou couldn't keep me quiet. 
19 

I want to say that I am proud that I am an Italian, in a 
20 

21 
ertain sense. The Holy Mother Church doean•t allow priests 

o get married, but my brother got married, he had two children, 
22 

u they both married Italians. (Applause.) 
ci 23 
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at course1 my Irish mother probably turned over in her 

~ 
~ 25 

ave, and I don't know what ay Swedish rather did. But I 
i 

.;; uat ant to say one tMng more: I think there baa been enough 
" ... 
o; 
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er1ous, and hile we are waiting for the Vice President, I 

s oved to tell you a story that only a Bi bop can tell. 

It seems one day a sister was conduct~ng a class and she 

"Say, Johnnie, o tore down the alls of Jericho? 

n<h, not me, sister. I wash e with my mother all day." 

Well.. the sister thought it was kind ot t'Unny and the next 

y the pastor happened to came into the class. So abe told him 

hat abe had said and hat Johnnie had said. And he aaid, •Look 

1ster, this Johnnie is a very honest boy. If he said he was 

1 th his mother, he as home with his mother. '' (Laughter. ) 

So it happened that the biahop came along about three days 

ater and the sister couldn't get over it, so she told h±m what 

obnni.e bad said and hat the pa tor bad said, so the bishop 

aid, rrLook, sister, I don't ant any trouble in my diocese. 

ou have those will repaired and send the bill to me. n 

(Laughter. ) 

MR. MAIULLO• You kno , when you look around and see all 

bese marvelous pri.ests over here that can't get married, it 

inds me that only a tew weeka ago my daughter-in-law Muriel 

elly O'Connor gave a fashion show to raise mone~ for Father 

cen1~ for the PIME, and Father M1cen1, being in Europe, sent 

wo of his best friends over there, two ondertul catholic 

riests, to attend this marvelous luncheon which was given by 

bese women at the Grosse Point Golf Club~ in Detroit. Well, 



they had a fashion show. Finally a wanan appeared in a beauti 
~ 2 
0 

f tu1 negligee and it waa beautUul, as I understand it, because 
3 

you could ee through it. (LaUghter) 
4 

So my daughter-in-law aaidi "Father, I am embarrassed 
5 

to think that we have scnething li.ke this. ' 
6 

He aaid, "Ch, never mind, ;you know e a:re on a diet but 
7 

we can look at the enu." (Laughter) 
8 

The most marYelous thing about· 11:fe, atter all, is love. 
9 

Without love you can't continue lite. 
10 

I am hoping that all of you~ when you go back to your 
11 

cities, that you 111 make ACIM greater than it 1s today. 
12 

we have started a program 1n Detro1 t and probably aaae ot you .. 1 3 
~ remenber two years ago~ we were talking about why the chapters 
~ 14 

u 
ci 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

were dy1n.g out, they didn • t have as many members as they ought 

to have. And I suggested at that ttme that we give beautiful 

dlnnere and take advantage of the tact that we Italians love 

music and love songs. And in the last two years we have had 

two beautitul dinners in Detroit, in •63 and •64. 

ow 1 when you go bilek, keep in lll1nd there is hardly a 

group or people who can be more proud of their professional 

en, doctors, lawyers~ architects, bus~nesamen, contractors --

e Italians are proud or that. And what we should look torwa 

to is to build up each chapter with these men. OUr trienda 

would have the Muto Sicorso Society, a lot or you kno and 
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understand and have a great plaee for them, but we want to 

build up ACIM, and there 1a a good reason f'or bu1ldin& up ACIM. 

After the passage of this bill1 ACIM should not die. ACDI 

should be the fighting epirit to &how the whole world what e 

Italiana have contributed 1 and to keep up the Italian tmage, 

beeauae~ at'ter all, unless you f'igbt f'ol" your own, nobody ia 

going to fight tor you. 

We would like to have you stay here and out ot the ball

way, which has been cleared by the secret Service for the 

arrival ot the Vice President. 

I don • t want Father here to come up and tell another 

story. I don • t know just what kind of a story he is going 

to tell, but between the two of ua, we aigbt tell some 

beautiful stories. 

MOST RlWEREND SWANSTRCJI: I might aq the Vice President 

has been delayed, maybe onlY a tew Jllinutes, maybe five or ten 

minutes. The secret Serv.ice men are here. 'lhe;y expect him 

any minute. And 1f' we ean, we could call just a little recess, 

but please do not leave the room. Let's wait for him. Other-

1se, 1t we start mill1.ng out into tbe ball, it will start all 

sorts ot contusion~ so let•a Just wait here patiently tor him. 

(A recess was taken. ) 

MR. MA!l:JU,O: I have been requested to tell you aometh 

Do not ask tor autographs~ because I think you will enJoy more 

havJ.ng a picture taken rather than taking up hie tiJDe w:f.th 
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autog pbs. And 1.f you ant my autograph$ yo c have 1 t any 

time • 

(A further recess was taken.) 

MR. IULLO: Ladle and gentl en. I have tb honor to 

present to you one of our tamoua men or the United States1 on 

who came up .fran the ranks, the onorable Hubert B. lbllpbrey1 

Vice President of the Uhited States. 

(Applause. and standing ovation.) 
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VICE PRESIDENT OP TBE lJNITim STATES OF ARER!CA 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: 1bank you very much, Toast• 

master Tony. It is ure ni.ee to be introduced by you once 

again. 

And Judge rchisio and Father Donanzan, Father Monaco, 

and other&;t and my good friend Biahop Swanstrom, it la very 

good to see you. 

You know, had I known there were going to be the ladie 

bere, I ould have hurried up. {Laughter) .It Juat seemed to 

e like the Judge aa telling e that just a few men were go1 

to rop into Waahington, and cam on over whenever you have 

~ time. But to be very honest ith you .. I am highly gratifl1e.d 
~ 14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

and si~larly honored by your invitation and very regrettul 

that I could not be here at a more convenient time to you, and 

to be able to pend a little more tim llith you. 

But history books tell you that Vice PI-esidents don • t 

have much to do. (Laughter) I don • t kno who wrote those 

books. (Laughter) 1bat may have been the ease once. but it 

sure 1sn•t the ca e now., I ean tell )You that. 

' 
u ways to keep a Vice President out of trouble is to keep him 
0 23 

busy~ and ao I have been having a very ba.ppy and busy day 
24 

tQday. I have Just le£t a group or wr1 ters for our large 
25 

industrial Journal ~ bo ere aald.ng m& a host or questions 



... ... ... ... .. ... .. 
<'< 1 0 ... 
! 
~ 
i 2 c 
0 ..c ... 

3 

4 

5 

3 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 _, 
::::> 
~ 
0.. 

DO 13 
0 
Of! 

< 
3 14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

.; 
c:i 23 
.: 
c 
0 g. 24 
~ 
~ 

~ 

~ 25 
i 

.n 
(!) ... 
0: 

13 

about ny, -~ ubJect • hopet\1117 tbat I llliSht lmow a 11ttl 

bit o t each. and I auppoae real18tieall7 tbat I la1 tar 

too little about _ ...... - .. , but I did the beat I couid, and we ent 

overttme Just little bit. 

I ant to thank you tor c<~~1ng to aahington. I au.re 

t t .friend Mike F1 gbala here, and I kno the othera o 

e visited with y u senator l8nn y and tor Javita~ and 

others that have been or ll be w1 t you. mm~tDera ot the 

Congre , are all grateful that you are h re in Wa~on, 

b cause ou are here t the right t • ou are at the rilbt 

pl c , at the rlgbt t , tor the riSht progrmaJ and we are 

going to succeed tbi tille~ Juat u surely 

applause, and ovation). 

SCIIIIe or 701.1 et"ekno that rq inte 

leg! lation 1a not th1ng n round. I 

in 1 t ever aince X have in the Congre a. 

·- (standing 

in 1w1gl"At1on 

e been intere 

a tter ot 

tmple 3uat1ee, 1t d1dn1 t reallJ have anr great political 

t e Iriah set 1n, no tt~ what you do about 1 t. (Laughter) 

But I was interest 1.n it beca I waa brought up to believe 

t people are ey important, and :there ia auch a thiDC aa 

n digllity. and people ought to e treated aa reapec.table, 

reapona:ible, c1iantt1ed 1nd1 1duala. 

I bave alW8.JllJ relt that our immigration policy ore or 
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we live, and about the people ett thia world. And as we 

4 
.Alneri.cans have gr.-own to know each other a 11 ttle better, I 

5 
think we have come to understand that the peopl ·ore or less 

6 
earn their- way~ and that each group and each ethnic group and . 

7 
eaeb so-called nationality gro)lp has aCI'Jlethi~ important to 

8 
contl:*1bute to the lite or tbia gr'eat republic and t~ thia 

cause ot treed om .. 
9 

10 
Now, you have . heard all of theae things,. but we need to 

ref'ortl.!"y ourselvee once in a while. It is so ea$y to do the 
11 

~rong thing and sometim.el.l 1 t is ao dift~eul t to do the rtsht 
12 

thin&. 
13 

14 
It 1.s so easy to close doors and to look them. and as 

the lock atays on a long time and gets rusty.. 1 t is ao hare 
15 

to open them once again. 
16 

17 
I happen to believe that a. nation that bas an open heart 

and has an open door will bave an open mind and a sense ot 
18 

Justice. And \then we close our doors to people~ as we have~ 
19 

we lso tend to close our Jllinda to the eause of hllmall freedom 
20 

22 
I am one of' these people that neve~ liked wall • Don't 

23 
f'enee me in. You knoW, I l.1ke f'reedan, I like movement, I 

guess :r have what you m~t call Just elaustrophobia,. I just 
24 

like to be in the wide open epacea, ror example 1 out 1n the 
25 

Midwest. But I surely like to t'eel that there 1s a chance to 
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communicate and a chance to have fellowShip. 

3 
'!be ugliest develoiJilent in recent history 1a the Berlin 

4 
Wall. Ot course, it is a onument to the failure ot Communi • 

5 
It i.s a l.i ving, or should I say, an ugly test onial to rear 

6 
and to hatred and to godlessness. 

7 
And because I don't like walla, I would like to see as 

8 
many walls as possible ~oved# walls between the peoples. 

9 
one of the reasons r have been tor the civil rights program 

10 
ia because I didn't think it was right ror us to have walls 

11 
between us, dividing us on the basis or race or creed or color. 

12 
I teel that any nation that indulges itself 1n bigotry 

13 
or intoler'anee or preJudice is a si.ck nation. And ]) say that 

~ 14 
nations that do that ultimately destroy themselves, aa they 
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try to seal themselves ott tram what they think are the en~, 
15 

they became the enemy from within their own selves. 
16 

17 
e have seen this happen again and again, and I .reel 

that an ~1grat1on policy that puts a wall up and denies 
18 

certain people, because or the accident ot geography~ or 
19 

becau e or a particular year that was picked out aa a sort 
20 

21 
o£ a base 7ear, that that kind ot a all ia wrong. And I 

22 
believe that as e condemn tbe COIIIIluniat Berlin Wall~ we ought 

to 
23 

ove a couple or our own, the alls ot preJudice -

24 
(applause) • 

25 
So we have been in the process ot dotqg tbia tor qUite a 

long time. And~ by th . way • 1n a rree countey like thia, 1 t 
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takes a tiJile to get thinss done. I id, it really 

oesn•t take much time to destroy~ J'OU can do tbat in a hurey, 

but to build takes tlJDe - to build a beautiful cathedral 

takes agest to build a great aocietJ' takes generations; to 

build. a great nation takea manJ decades and ny generation ; 

and to build a p licy of lnaan relationa, and illlm1grtiltion 

pol1e7 is a part ot the human relations policy ot a countr.y, 

it take aaae time. Yo bave to autt'er. You have to tind out 

. the mistake that you have made, you have to enae bat this 
10 

11 
a denied ;you, and t en do aaraething about repairing it. 

12 
So I am here ~or the :toll.owing reaaona1 

13 
I f'irat ant to br1ng you personally t e warm personal 

greetings or Pre 1dent Johnaon, and bi.s pera na1 C(DIDitment 
14 

to use eveey means within his leg1t1Jiate powers as Preai ent 
15 

ot th United Stat a to see to it that the 1mm1sration bill 
16 

that 1a be:tore the Congreaa, th1a retorm 1e&1 lat1on., at 
17 

18 
1a adopted and de the law ot 

19 
(Applause. ) 

20 
Your t1ght tor ju tice in tb1a 1mmigratlon t1eld is our 

1:1 ~ my- t!gbt, his f'tsht • and rica•a st:t'Uggl.e. 
21 

22 
The SUbcOIIJDi.ttee hearinsa tbat bave been conducted here 

by this diat1nsui:abed conare 8111an• Congressnaan Piesban, -
23 

I believe you were at 1 t this morn1ns~ it I 
24 

25 
• PIE'DBAN s Yes. 

not i.staken. 

VICE PRESIDBN'l' JltlotPBRi.Y: And I am aure zaany tUiea duri 
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the year, otte~ an impressive record tor reto or the obsolet 

tmmigration and nationality la • And e are going to stay at 

it until e work out a program here that eets your reqUire-

ments1 your ense ot justice, because that is what e need. 

I kll you ople here. I have been orki.ng i th you a 

long tillle. I can rem ber when e worked t<>gether back in the 

86th Congress, the 84th Congress, the 85th, I was on every 

imm1.gr:at1on 111. I orked 1th the late and beloved Pre 1den 

Kennedy. I was. a co- ponaor with him one year, or th bill., 

and th be was co-sponsor the next. e used to change ott. 

And ben he became President., he pre ented to the Congress 

once again this legislation that he had authored in the Senate, 

~ and I had been privileged to co-author ith bim. And then whe 
~ 14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

he as taken away trom us, the new President, the an ho 

succeeded him, tollowed through and this year, on h1 own 

right., President JOhnson offers the same basic leg! lation to 

the Congre a. e have been at this tight a long~ lo~ time. 

There are no tricks in this. 'lhi.s ian' t somebOdy trying 

to ram s eth111g down sc:aebody' a thl-oat in burry. 'lbe 

Congress or the Uni.ted Statea bas beard the arguments on this 

program again and again and again, and are going to refine 
22 • 

u trh1& legislation. I want to be very frank ith you~ I don't 
0 23 
~ 
0 .. 
~ :a 
.; 
3i 
i 

think that any bill that is Juat sent over. came ove~ pertect 
24 

'!bat is the purpo e of the hearings., to take a good lOQk at i.t 
25 

to s e what we can do • to hear bat you have to say 11 to take 
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2 
into consideration your uggeat1ons.. And I can tell you tbat 

3 
the man that 1s in this room right now, from .this Bouse 

Judiciary Committee, and the man that was here with you, 
4 

I bel1eve Ted Kennedy wae with you earlier, an that Senat r 
5 

6 
Jav1ts has been here 1th you. 1t he hasn•t. he Will be, :they 

7 
are Republicans and Democrats alUce, you don• t need to have 

8 
any ~1sansh1p on this. e ean Just get eveP,1body in t e 

9 
act that ants to get in on it. 'l'bere ia plenty or gloey tor 

everybody when yo are doing the right thing. (Applause. ) 
10 

11 
ell, I can tell you that we are going to proce a legis-

lation and w Will have it on the statute booka and it will 
1 2 

have, it will pass the Congress, .it will be s~ned in the 
1 3 

Bouse ot Repx-esentat1 ve by the Speaker# 1 t ill be igned 1n 
14 

the senate by the Vice P:t'es1dent, and it Vill be aigned in the 
15 

White Bouse by the President ot th Ulited states. 
1 6 

17 
(Applause and standing ovation.) 

18 
No , isn't it an inte ting thing that a person can 

bring an 1 mm1 grant into this countey tor the purpose or being 
1 9 

a servant in your home, and you can have them, but 1t you want 
20 

to bring your own mother 1n rr Italy., you can • t get her. 
21 

There is &OJDetb1ng wrong nth that. (Applause.) 
22 

2 3 
There is Just plain something wrong with tbat. 

just as 1mple a way as I can put 1 t to you. And 
24 

to see to it that that wrong is corrected. 
25 

are going 

'lhere 1a plenty ot ro in .Amer.1ca~ may I 88.7 • ror good 
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eople. 'l'bere 1a plenty ot room in America tor people of 

plen~y o~ room 1n er1ea tor people that want to ork~ 

cr room in America tor people tbat love God and country 

tEmdly. 1'tl1a 18n 1 t going to hurt .AJilerica. And the Labor 

part.ent baa testified that it on•t Jure the labor force 

t e amend the 1llm1grat1on la • 1be .Amer1ean labor o ent 

And e are going to get it done., arid we are 

oing to be a richer country because of it. 

Ot course~ I have a 1itt1e preJudice on thi matter. 

my mother as an immigrant, she came in through Ellis 

aland, and when the President the other day was sigrling that 

111 to make Ellis ISl.Bild a part of our national hiatorieal 

omaent or park syatem. he reminded us ot some ot the people 

t bad come throup Ellis Island. 

, other could get in under the present 1nrlgration 

that is true, because abe came tram NOrdic stock. but 

e say abe aa an 1grant. She wa · an immigrant, and 

t • a the 1Jim1granta that built thi.a country, ot cour e. 

et7body knows tbat. And the Italian ~t surely de 

contl"ibution. Where do you think Ame.rica ould 

itbout a man like Fermi? (Applau e.) 

And,. might I add, saae rather responsible Churchmen have 

een Itali.an8, the Holy Pather. (Applause.) 

So when I hear about some people are less desirable than 

thera, I wonder who they are talking about. I bope they are 
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ot entioning my mother. (Laughter) An I trust they are 

~ 2 
.f not taking on Bishop anstrom down here,. e1 ther. (Laughter) 
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So hat e are really talking about .. in other · ords~ is 

adding strengt to ~erica through Jus 1ce4 and a nation that 

embrace Justice is not going to in any ay aken itself. 

a nation that has the courage to a t a !stake and 

correct 1 t tands all th stro"Qg~r. 

tthe only peopl that c • t a it istak are weaklings. 

t.lhey ve got to g through life insisting that their stake 

are assets. They have got to insist that they were al ays 

right. It is o.nly t e trong that ca afford to be peaee-

rnalrers, it 1s only the strong that can afford to admit their 

mistakes, it is only the trong that ean abandon hate and 

embrace love. 'lhat is a f'aet. 

If you are a eakl1 # it you are a coward, if you ar a 

bully# you can. t do ar:ey' or tho e nobl thing , because you 

don't dare, bee au the min te that you ·take down that f'als 

guard~ you are exposed £or the line that 1s in your nature 

and don't want to be an uglY people. e ant to b._, a peopl 

t the orld can look up to. 

1grat1on policy isn't J t d estic policy. it 

al o relates to f'oreign policJ". You can•t very ell go r-ou 

the orld preaChing th doctrine or h an equality and o£ 

democracy and freedom and justiee, a then have written in 
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_g .... So I don•t need to say much more to you. You lmow :bat 

3 

JJtY 1ewa are. I can just tell you that 1t the good Lord gives 
4 

me the strength to be at all effective and persuasive, that I 
5 

will do everything withl.n J1J'¥ power to .redeem a pledge that 
6 

has been made to the Ameriaa.n people by at least three 
7 

Presidents in the 1 st ten years. President E1senbo er, 
8 

President Kennedy, and President Johnson -- yes~ tour --
9 

President Truman, above all. President Truman, President 
10 

E1 enhawer, President Kennedy, and President Johnson. 
11 

It seema to me that the 89th Congress might well want 
12 

to do something to honor the good works ot these good men, 
13 

~ and one ot the sure ways that we can do it that indicates 
~ 14 

u 
0 

that there 1an•t an iota ot partisanship~ you can vote 
15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

· 21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Democratic, you can vote Republican. I'd like to talk to you 

about how you ought to vote a little later. (Applau e.) 

But however you want to vote, you can tell your Congressman 

and your senator to get busy and vote tor this bill. 

Now., you are going to go up to capitol Bill, as I 

understand. I am not going to keep you a minute longer. 

There are a lot or folks up there just waiting tor you~ and 

it they are not waiting for you~ you just rap on the door, 

and you go there and ask th to help themselves. '!bat ia 

bat are doing in this business, to help themselves rede 

the goOd name of the Congress ot the United States, becauae . 
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the lmmigration Act of 1924 is outdated and obsolete. It as 

wrong when 1t started. (Applause.) 

Now, when you meet a good· "Republ'ican, you just tell bilrt 

to help keep the good name of Dwight Eisenhower; and w'hen you 

meet a good Democrat~ and there are al~ shades or Democrats~ 

you can 88.7.. nweu., whether you are a 'l"runlan Democrat or a 

even it you~ Wit.h that fellow Humpbrey,. ould you mind 

vot.ing roP a new immigration bill •• , 

(Applause'. ) 

Well. that•s about all I wanted to tell you. l Just 

wanted to came over here and join in on what I consider to be 

the noble work, and you are here now., you are going to talk 

to the right peopJ.e, you are not lobby~, even though that 

1s a good idea, too. If :1t makes you tee~ any better, lobby, 

then. You get on up there and let•a get this Job done, and 

then I '11 g1 ve you some work to do on the next project af"ter 

we have completed this one. 

Thank you, very much. 

(Standing ovation.) 

- - -
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