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LIt is always a pleasure to be in the West ~-
and especially in Oregon. 

LMy grandfather, John Humphrey, was a pioneer 

in this state and my father was born in Albany, Oregon •• 

But the course of events took my family all the way back 

~~~ 
East to South Dakota. In any case, I feel I'm not a 

~ 

carpetbagger here today and that I have genuine 

credentials as a Westerner. 

---, .. 

-~ ---
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/-.J_he West is filled with the pioneer spirit. 

There is a vitality here that lifts men. There is a 

feeling of things being done, of challenges accepted. 

People look toward tomorrow. 

L The spirit of the West is the American spirit. 

To the Governors here today, I say: Your states, 
%" 0 . - ;p 17?1?7 -·•!iii'Sir' " '!>~ 

among these United States, are leading those who are 

meeting the complex problems of this century with 

imagination and with action -- on a state level, at the 

local level, and in . cooperation with the federal government 

and with the private sector. 

~ Our efforts to create a better America depend in 

/great part on your actions to create a better state, a 

better city, a better citizen. 

1/f!f)- j} n our nation, no Governor can afford to abdicate 

~his responsibility in the hope that problems may be solved 

at some other level. 



-3 -

~By the same token, this American nation 
tli 

can not afford to abdicate international responsibility in - ,.,. 
the hope that world problems wi II disappear -- or that 

someone else, someplace else wi II do the worrying and -- -
take responsibility for meeting those problems . ..........,_______ - .. 

Today, all of us are concerned with Vietnam. 
~;:;t~ 

For the past six months there has been ,t.debate ...._ 

tlili s slt'S¢F)' concerning our role there and in Southeast 

AsiaLAmerican universities particularly -- including 

some in your states -- have been fi lied with this debate. 

n_.u . ~ '"""' ~I regard th1 s Jsl ''e as healthy. After al~ lest 

we forget, this is a society which believes in free speec 

in public debate, in an active role for its citizens. I 

would, in fact, be worried about~ountry i; there 

were no debate. 

_., ---~ ............... 
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~ My personal view is that much of this debate, 

however, has not been concerned with the central - ... 
questions of our presence in Vietnam: Are we doomed 

to repeat the mistakes of the past? Are we wi IIi ng to 

sacrifice a small nation to aggression in the false hope 
- . s - _.m wrA.,._ .. _, 

it will buy our own security? 

Z And
1 

make no mistake about it, it is open -aggression we face in Vietnam. 

---z.re we Americans going to meet our responsibilities 

in the world? Or are we going to again turn inward on 
w fi §R" S 

ourselves -- as we have in the past with such tragic -
resu It? , 

/1 n this nuclear ag~. there is no place to ~ide. 
Z Ou; action in ~ie;nam is a part of the continuing 

struggle which we must be prepared to wage if we are 

to preserve free civilization as we 
1'9 7 •t and resist the 

expansion of totalitarian power. 
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1'J~~he break-up of the bipo~ w~d and the 

easing of East-West tensions have changed the pattern 

of our involvement in world affairs, but they have not 

di mini shed it. 

~ We retain our role as leader of the free world. 

And in that role our responsibilities remain world-wide. 

In that role our responsibility extends_ to Asia as well 

as to countries on our doorstep• 

President~ has made it unmistakably clear 

that we intend to meet those responsioi liti es • 
.Jir 

~ We originally made a commitment in Vietnam in 

1954. 

b,hree Administrations have maintained that 

commitment .. 
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~President spelled out the principles 

~our policy today is oased-

}. 
First: In the face of armed conflict -- in the 

face of continued aggressions -- we wi II not withdraw, 

we will not aoandon the people of Vietnam. We shall 

keep our word. J 

£ou-r refusal to withdraw is oased on our recognition 

that withdrawal from Vietnam would only weaken 
't'( •• ~...,., 

the position of free societies in Asia. They would regard 

withdrawal as a loss of interest oy the United States in Asia 

and as an enticement to accommodate themselves to 

Communist China. ~~ 

J We reject the Oelief that Oy some inevitable law 
"' ..._.1\1 

China is ·destined to swallow up all of Asia.o 
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And I find it curious that so many proponents of the 

inevitability theory a I so advocate the "Titoi st "doctrine 

that Vietnam would become an independent neutral nation 

if we would withdraw our military forces. Tl=le ar:gLimects;,, 

,are j!l!~olptmj,p,pwp.atwlu, .,.. ~ J -
x~e .. r~f:s: ~~- ~i~hdr:w because withdrawal would 

mean betrayal of those who have opposed the spread of 
t ~~ !C!M,,.~t; l!:Plr 118 *11111LC»~~~ 

Communism in Southeast Asia, would mean certain death 

or exi I e. 

- :z;nally, in relation to the Sino-Soviet contest, our 

withdrawal would prove right the Chinese thesis that 

militancy pays -- and discredit the Soviet thesis of 

peacef/ 1 coexistence. 

~ _Second: Recognizing that a political solution of 

the conflict is essential, we stand ready to engage in 

"unconditional discussions. 11 We have no desire for 

further military escalation of the war. 
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L We stand ready to consider any solution which would 

bring peace and justice to all of Vietnam, North and 

South. 

I would like to make crystal clear who is in favor 

of a political settlement and who is opposed, who has 

offered the olive branch and who has rejected it. 
. ......... ) # - ·~ 

~ President 11ft~ has affirmed not only our willingness 

to hold unconditional dis~ussions to end he war, but our - ·-
ardent desire to do so. 

A hat . has been ~e response of the Communist 

governments in Hanoi and Peking? 

~y have rejected every peace offer from any 

E -

They have ~u rned the efforts of the UN to source. 

mediate. They have scorned the offer of the British._ 

They have brushed aside the efforts of the Indian 

government. 

- il~ 
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In short -- the Communist governments in Hanoi 

and Peking have rejected all efforts to restore peace 

and justice to the people of Vietnam-~ ~V~t.-.-..~ 
Third: We recognize that the people of Vietnam 

must have a cause for which to fight. They must have 

hope of a better day. 

• Z We have m~de it clear to the people of Vietnam 

that to improve their lives and fu lfi II their hopes we 

stand ready to support a massive cooperative development 

effort -- not only for Vietnam but for all of Southeast -
Asia. ~ t is our hope, • iS I' I U"dQ II I ,;: JOil h18 IIi •• 

that 11 the works of peace can bring men together in a 

common effort to abandon forever the works of war. 11 

- tnf,_. ues ·••=· wr maven • 7 ?W 

J..:.~ese three p ri n ci p les -- honoring our mi litary 

commitment, a continuing willingness to · seek,_..,~ 

political solution, and a massive economic development 

program -- remain the bases of our policy • . . ................. __ 
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J The struggle in Vietnam has a special 

significance for the United States as the defender of 

the free world because it confronts us with a bold 

new form of aggression --which could rank in 

military importance with the discovery of gunpowder. 

~ 
I refer to the "war of national liberation. 11 

J..vietna; offers a classic example of what can 

be accomplished by militant Communist forces intent 
- . 

on .deli berate subversion of a country from within. 

!J...r:JJ!.e1 we have seen a Communist state refuse 

to leave its neighbors in peace. 

We have seen the infiltration of Communist 

cadres to strengthen and direct guerri II a warfare in 

violation of international accords. 

We have seen the Communists who control and 

direct the war from Hanoi insist that the war in South 

Vietnam is internal because many of the Vietcong are 

South Vietnamese. 
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L We have seen them portray the struggle as 

a civi I war -- in , which the 11popu lar forces" are 

arrayed against "American imperialism." 

h. It is this new sophisticated form of warfare 

that is becoming the major challenge to our security, 

to the security of all free nations. Tli s new warfare ... . ·-
is often more dangerous than the old -- a war in 

which the leaders cannot be located, in which the 

sources of supply cannot be easily cut off, in which 

the enemy forces are not outsiders but indigenous 

troops -- i n''_,which signed truces do not halt the 

struggle. 

) The supreme challenge today is to prove to our 

foes and our friends that the new face of war is no -
less pernicious than the old • • • that it can be 

defeated by those gf strong mind, stout heart and a 

steel wi II. 
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We know now that most Communist regimes 

do not desire to blow the world to pieces. They prefer 

to pick it up piece by piece. 

/.How do we successfully meet the challenge 

posed by ''wars of national liberation?" 

L ~t, of course, we need balanced and flexible 

military forces able to respond rapidly to any situation. 

~litary power alone is not an adequate response 

to11wars of national liberation." These wars feed on 

seething socia I discontent. 

.< To meet this discontent requires a subtle blending 

of economic aid, political expertise. educational efforts. 

information and propaganda programs -- comoi ned with 

military power. 

~Where " wars of national liberation" flourish, 

the military struggle is only one part of a larger 

social and political struggJ e. 
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L.rhese struggles will continue and revolutionary . .... 
ferment wi II increase u nti I governments come to power 

able to implement systematic social and economic 
-----------~--- . . -

programs designed to abolish shocking social and 
...... b 

economic inequality between the privileged few and the 

impoverished masses ••• between glittering capitals and 

festering slums ••• between favored urban enclaves 

and primitive ru ra I areas. 

~For the masses of the p~le in the developing 

countries of Asia, the status quo is no longer a burden 
~ - m 

to be patiently borne. It is an oppressor to be cast off. 

~The primary responsibility for preserving the 

independence and security of a country remains with the 

people and the government of that country. 

I If the people and their leaders have no wi II to 

~ --
preserve tbei r independence, no outside force can save 
-- --. 4iW 1 

them. 
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~If the government can provide the people 

with a cause for which to fight, with a program 

inspiring sacrifice and effort, that government can 

be caRable of defending itself against Communist 

infiltration and subversion from within. 

~ ' where subversion from within is supported 

from outside, as is the case in Vietnam, outside 

assistance is needed if such a government is to 
• • • 

achieve this capability. -

~ As I have said, in overcoming " wars of 

national liberation" military response alone is not 

enough. In Vietnam there is a little-noticed side 

of the struggle -- the struggle for a better lite~ 

<It is the battle of the Vietnamese people not merely 

to survive, out to build, to make progress, to move 

forward. 



- 15-

~ In the past decade, rice production has been 

douoled. Corn output is expected to oe four times as -- .... 
large next year as it was in 1962. Pig production has 

more than doubled si nee 1955. 

(The average Vietnamese can expect to live only 

35 years. Yet there are only 200 civilian doctors. A 
...... _,. 

new medical school we are helping to build wi II graduate 

that numoer of new doctors each year. 

f.!!eanwhi 17 we have helped vaccinate more than 

7 mi Ilion people against cholera and mi !lions more against 

other diseases. More than 12,000 hamlet health stations 

have been bui It and stocked with medical supplies. -- - . -- . ,.. 
./.. I n Vietnam -- as everywhere -- "ci vi lizati on is 

a race between education and catastrophe. '"Education 

is the foundation of any country 1s future. For it is 

impossible to run a government, local or national, to 

man factories or to enrich the national life without 
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trained and educated people.(Eiementary school 

enrollment was 300,000 in 1955. --it is five times 

that numtler today. Lvocational school enrollment has 

quadrupled. The University population is increasing 

steadily. 

~This progress has tleen achieved against the 

most appa IIi ng odds• It has been made despite the 

carefully planned and executed program of terror and . .. .. - -· --------=~ 
harassment carried out by the Vietcong.:; f-t, ~ ... ,..iJSI;r 1 

~ere is a curious m~con~e;tio~ abroad that 

the Vietcong is a great idealistic movement, a sort of 

"Indo-Chinese wing of the American Populist Party" --

Jfim!Wi't.a.liM!iti.iiMI•IPi•rf*liiie. I n reality, they 

are, " a collection of very tough 1~ 
terrorists whose gains have come in the main D.2!., from 

the hJls they have in~ but from the)_ea~ they 

have created. " 
< 
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L..l n the countryside/ agricultural stations 

have regularly been destroyed and medical clinics raided. 

i., Malaria control team members have been killed or 

kidnapped,. ~i llage chiefs, school teachers and others 

who represent order and social service have been made 

special targets by the terrorists• - . . 
/..._All t' it is estimated that 10 thousand civilian 

officials have been ki lied or kidnapped si nee 1954. If 

one were to use comparable figures for the U.S. in 

relation to population, this would amount to 130 thousand 

officials. 

~ the ef.!2.rt goes ~m despite these attacks and 

dangersL Brave and ~ss Vietnamese continue to 
lo....--

take seeds and fertilizer and farming know-how to the -
vi I lagers. 
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Lreachers continue to man the schools. 

L, Medical teams go into the country despite 

the clear and always present danger. 

bnd at their side -- I am proud to say --

go American civilian workers., And they, too, have 

been ki lied and kidnapped. These men and women, 

Vietnamese and American --and increasingly of ------ . -
other nationalities -- are the unsung, unpublicized - . 
heroes of this phase of the struggle. So long as 

they persevere " wars of national liberation" can 

be defeated. ~ 

~ I n assisting independent nations -- whether 

in Southeast Asia or in our own hemisphere -- there 

will be required on our pa!t,,pa!i~~~~ ... ~s well ~ !~~rag,e, 

''the will to endure as well as the will to resist." 
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L. But our willingness to meet our obligation to 

assist free nations should not be confused with a 

desire to extend American power or impose American 
Wi ·--· . 7 -:· ~:::::=~ :-

ways. 

We do not aspire to any Pax American We 

have no desire to play the role of global Gendarme 
..., I l Where m~ltilate~al organizqJions are ready and able to 

~efend independent nations from Communist assaul> 
• 

of preventing internal rebellions from leading to chaos 

and anarchy, we welcome their intervention1 As we ·-
know from recent history, international organizations 

like the UN are not always capable of stepping in quickly. . ~ 

When they are capable we welcome thei r prese~ - ~~ 
Our stakes in Southeast Asia are too high for ~ 

the recklessness either of withdrawal or of general war. 

~ We need not choose between retreat or unlimited 

retaliation. 
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The stakes can be secured through a wise 

multiple strategy if we can sustain national determination -- -_.. 
to see the job through. ---

J!:ur Vietnamese friends look forward to the day 

when national independence and security wi II be achieved, 

permitting the withdrawal of foreign forces. We share 

that hope and that expectation" 

f..!ut we kn that hope cannot IJe achieved 

if the United States shirks its obligations -- if we 

withdraw from the world to retreat from its responsibilities. 

If we refuse to share the burden of preserving 

the peace -- who wi II take it on? 

~f we refuse to share the Durden of defending 

free societies, who can guarantee their survival? 
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};_ n a complex world, we must practi:e pat!,;nce 

and perseverance -- patience to defend free nations in ... ..... 
distant Asia as well as those close to home. 

L We must not lle lured lJy _qu!:k and easy so~tions. 
zwe must not abandon our goals because of 

frustration. 

L We must continue to pursue the goal of peace 

and freedom -- acknowledging both the prospects of 
- PCfffl• · Pi 6 t Ill G - p p M 

success and the consequences oJ failure. 
_ ..... ~nta s• ,.; •ttbiiii ~-~~~~~~~~ 



ADDRESS OF HON ~ HUBERT HUMPHREY 
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

BEFORE THE WESTERN GOVERNORS CONFERENCE 

JUNE 11, 1965 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Governor, and Governors. And, .may I 
pay special reference to Governor Sawyer, who is the Chairman of the 
Governors Conference, and to the ladies of the Governors. What a 
wonderful evening this is. 

Mark, I want you to know that I've been getting a full view of 
your life from the most accurate reporter, and I'm not at all sure 
what the future of politics may hold for either of us, but 1 can 
dare say tonight that it will be a stalemate in terms of the personal 
references that I've heard .. 

(Laughter) 

If my wife is as honest and truthful with you as yours has been 
with me--

(Laughter) 

--oh--oh--my. 

(Laughter and applause) 

And, Governor, I don't blame you. I like Miss Cut-throat too! 

(Laughter) 

She's a lovely lady and a marvelous artist, and Antonette has been 
filling me in on all of these little personal matters--

(Laughter) 

She said, "Mr. Vice-President, watch him. If his ear twitches, 
I must go over and hold his hand." 

(Laughter) 

But the Governor exercised great self-control. 

.... l -



(Laughter) 

There are several references that I want to make this evening ~ 

First of all, I'm very pleased that the Western Governors have seen 
fit to help the President in his program on the ba·lanced payments . 

Charles de Gaulle didn't profit one bit from this meeting, and 
California wine was served. 

(Laughter) 

I am--

(Applause) 

You would do almost ~nything for that Pat Brown, wouldn't you? 

(Laughter) 

I was particularly pleased with the final cultural activity of 
the evening--these musical selections are rather hard acts to follow, 
as I've been reminded here. But that "Old MacDonald Had a Farm"--! 
understand the soloist was Bill Miller~ That's just what I thought. 

(Laughter) 

Anyway it was fun, and we've had a delightful evening haven't 
we? Thus far at least. 

(Applause) 

It'll be just about a month, a little over a month, and the 
Governors, the ladies, will be in Minnesota. And we're really look
ing forward to your meeting of the nationwide Governors Conference 
in our twin cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, and the only reason 
that Mrs. Humphrey isn't here tonight is because we've extended an 
invitation, and if you haven't received it you will. You 1re to 
come out to our home some 38 or 39 miles west of Minneapolis, 
through beautiful farm country, and come out to our little lake 
cottage or lake home--if it's a cottage, it's been overpriced--

(Laughter) 

--but we're inviting you to come out there, and after the invi
tations went out, why Muriel said, "Oh, my goodness, we've got to 
do something with this place. 11 As a matter of. fact, I wondered why 
she suggested we have you out there. I think she just wanted to 
remodel. So she is there presiding over the remodelling and we do 
hope that by the time you get there, the kitchen will be completed 
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.and the driveway •. 

I told one of the governors, I think it was Pat, that, speaking 
of that Governors Conference, I said, "I want you to know that itts 
going to cost me $1457 just for you to get your car turned around in 
my yard. But I don't want you to think it isn*t worth it, because 
it is." 

(Laughter) 

This too is part of the Great Society. 

(Laughter) 

Well, I didntt come here just to have fun, even though that's 
really a most desirable activity, particularly after a long confer
ence. I came here to talk to you about some serious matters and I'm 
not going to tell you how to run your States. You can tell us how 
to run the country. But I don't think that the Vice President ought 
to tell the President how to run the country or Governors how to run 
their States. I thibk~ ·you know how to do it. I do want to say that 
I feel very much at home in Oregon. I'm not a ca'rpetbagger. My 
grandfather, J'oh~ Humphrey, was a pioneer in this State, living near 
Albany, Oregon. My father was born :·. in Albany, Oregon--

(Applause) 

Of course, Governor Hatfield, he--Grandfather did move. He went 
to Minnesota, and a little bit later, my father, when he ~as in man
hood, went to South Dakota, and a little bit later, why, he let. his 
son Hubert go back to Minnesota, so if I seem to have been travelling 
in the early days of my life I . can only say that I've kept it up 
ever since. And n·ow I find myself back here in this beautiful 
great State in the Pacific Northwest. 

This whole Western area so much represents the vitality of this 
Nation. You 1ve heard that repeatedly, but it is a fact. •-And i-t re
presents this spirit of progress and growth that is so typical o~ 
our country~ And it also represents, I think, what we need these 
days in America, a real premium and priority upon our hum~n resources 
and our natural resources, because this great country of ours has a 
long ordeal ahead of it and we must be prepared for it, not to batten 
down the hatches, so to speak, but to stand on. the deck, ~o face the 
storm and to meet adversity whereever it may be and to overcome it .. 

We need the kind of sustained vitality that this great area of 
America so typlifies. And I know that you as Governors, and you as 
fellow citizens, are doing what you think is best t<;> maintain ·cthat 
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strength .and to expand it. I would say that the prime purpose· today 
of our government is to conserve and to develop our great human re
sources, to lift higher the standard of American performance in 
American life and to do so not only because it is morally right, 
which is of course the first imperative, but because it is an abso
lute political necessity. This great America .cannot survive in the 
kind of a world in which we live unless it is performing at top per
formance on a basis of excellence. 

And therefore we have .a number of endeavors in our States and 
localities and in our Federal Government, and above all, in our 
private life, in our private sector, to improve the overall standards 
of life, the overall well-being of the American citizen. Why? So 
that we can be what we are destined to be--leaders. Not j us:t_ leaders 
for ourselv~s, but leaders for others and leaders for a cause and 
leaders that are capable of sustained leadership. All of : this .re
quires a partnership. · If l can say one thing here tonight in refer
ence to the Government of the United States and that Gove;ulment is 
not in Washington--it•s there in part ; itts in your State capital, 
itts in the City Halls and County Courthouses; in the townships 1 in 
the hundreds and thousands of little separate independent governmen
tal jurisdictions. If I can say one thing that I hope you will ac
cept as fa-ct and as truth, it is this: that the day of playing off 
one element of government against another is over. That may have 
gained a certain degree of popularity years back, but there is no 
room for it now. If ever we needed to understand the government of 
this country is in all of the different levels ; that it starts, so 
to speak, at the local level and proceeds up from there to the 

'-

State and the Federal level, and that it is a working partnership , 
rather than built-in animosity, now is the time we need to understand 
it. 

And I have dedicated what efforts I may give and what tale~t I 
may have, to trying to promote a greater unity in this Nation and 
doing away with disunity, a greater understanding and less diversity. 
And I for one am not going to indulge myself as private citize~ or 
.as public official, in setting group against group, region a_gainst 
region, or government against government. There just isn't room for 
t hat any longer, because we have too much to do. Too many thin.gs to 
achieve , too many responsibilities to fulfil~o 

. So we joill::;together . in our efforts to create a better -America, 
and the best t~g about this country is we know it can be bettex. 
Oh, itts good~ And to say that it can be better is not to deny its 
already great achievements. We join together to make this .a more 
prosperous America. We know its already prosperous, but we also 
know that in that prosperity there .are those who have not shared; 
t heytve been left behind. Why? I haven't the time to say. All I can 
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~ay is it is a -factt that in every one of the 50 States, in ever . area 
under the Flag of the United States, there are people who could have 
done better, who need to do better, who need to be brought out of 
the backwat-ers of American life and put into the mainstream. They 
need to be upgraded by their own efforts, and with the help of others .. 

And so we join together as Governors, as legislators, as a 
Vice President, or as a Mayor or as citizen, or as an industralist, 
or as a labor union official, or whatever it may be, we join··: together 
to create a better America, a better environment, a better America 
in terms of its cities, its countryside, its industries, its volun
tary organizations. 

Now just as . every Governor has a responsibility in his State, 
and you cantt put it off to someone else. We were sitting here this 
evening and just visiting as neighbors and talking ·about, well, 
where is the real focus sometimes of public attention? I was the 
mayor of a city of over a half a million people and I thought that 
was the most engaging and interesting political or public position 
I ever had, without exception. I was very close to the p~ople. No 
matter what happened, somebody called up the Mayor. You feel so that 
youtre right on the spot. 

Well, surely, the same is true of a Governor, even mq_reso, be
cause itts a bigger area for which he has responsibility ~!!d he can't 
pass the buck very successfully at least. Hats held acco~ntable; he 
must assume his responsibility and by the same token, my fellow 
Americans, this nation cannot afford to abdicate its inte;,;national 
responsibility. And when we speak now of the Nation, we speak of 
both domestic and international responsibilities. We cantt abdicate, 
we can t t ignore these responsibilities in the hope that th~ woxld 
problems will disappear. And we cantt even sing that old song "Stop 
the World, I want to get Off". Therets only a few that are getting 
away from this world--two in Gemini IV, two in Gemini III, and I 
doubt that we'll get many over 20 in the largest capsule that wetll 
put into orbit in the next 10 years. 

--
So most of us are doomed to be right here, and we better stick 

with the task of making it a better world. 

Now I want to speak ta ·~you tonight very seriously as your Vice 
President, about a matter that I ought to know something about. 
I ' ve served for 16 years in the United States Senate and of those 
16 years, 12 years on the Committee on Foreign Relations. · It was 
my privilege to be a delegate to the United Nations, appoillted by 
President Eisenhower in 1956.. I've attended a host of international 
conferences, representing our country. And today I'm a member of 
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the National Security Council in the President's cabinet, and I think ' 
you ought to know that your President has seen to it that _the Vice 
President of the United States is informed totally, completely on 
every development that this Government knows anything aboutr . Eve~y 
single morning that I'm in the Nationts capital, and even when rtm 
away, I have a full report of the events that take place in this 
world that affect our country, from the best intelligence that this 
nation and our allies can provide. 

The American people have a right to know that this government 
is at least knowledgeable in depth. I don't always--! can 1 t tell you 
how good onets judgment may be, because that can only be tested by 
circumstances. But you can know, you can know what goes on., and this 
I try to know. I thought I knew a good deal of what went on when I 
was a Senator. I worked hard at that task as you do at yours. But 
the truth is that no private citizen and no Member of Congress or at 
least very few if any, can know in the intimate detail all that takes 
place that is made--information that is made available to .the highest 
councils of this government. This isn't to say that we keep it away 
from the people. It's simply to say that sometimes the information 
that you receive is not fully accurate; it's not complete ~nd you have 
to piece it together over a long, long period of time. 

I want to talk to you tonight about a part of the world that 
you ' re deeply concerned about and over which I have grave concern, be
cause I am a father, a parent and a grandfather. I am a citizen. I 
am a public official. I have a voice in this government.. And I want 
to be sure that what I say and what I think and whatever action I may 
take would at least be what I believe to be rightt based Qn the infor
mation that I have available. 

I want to talk to you about Viet-Nam. I want to ta lt to y_ou about 
what we're doing there. I want to talk to you about why we are there~ 
I want to ask your advice and your counsel, because, may I say prayer
fully, and may I say with all sincerity, we wish we knew even yet 
better what to do than we're doing. We don't say we have all of the 
answers. But we seek to do what is right .. 

Now let 1 s take a look at how we--how this all came about. 

Our commitment to Viet-Nam is not new; it 1 s over 10 years of age. 
I know that the past six months there's been considerable debate 
throughout our land concerning our role out there in Southe~st Asia. 
American universities, particularly, including some in the States 
represented here, have been filled with this debate. I regard this 
discussion as healthy. After all, lest we forget, this is a society 
that is committed to the proposition of free speech and the right of 
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petition.. We believe in debate and discussion. But we also must 
make decisions., I would in fact be very worried, if there wasn 1 t 
debate. Itd be worried about our country if people were not concern
ed and failed to express that concern. No one has the wisdom .and the 
judgment to stand aloof from public examination or constru.ctive 
criticism. ~y personal view is that much of this debate, however, 
has not be-en concerned with the centra 1 questions of our presence 
in Viet-Nam, and I say our presence because we're thereJ your sons 
are ··:there; your Nation ts honor is there. The commitment of this 
Republic is there; every one of os. 

What are the central questions? Are we doomed to repeat the 
mistakes of the past? And I think we know what some of those mis
takes are. Are we willing to sacrifice a sma 11 nation to a.ggr.ession 
in the false hope that it will buy our own security? Or is it so 
far away that we dontt have to be concerned .. And make no -mistake 
about it, it is open aggression that we face in Viet-Nam. Are we 
Americans going to meet our responsibilities in this world, or are 
we going to again turn inward as we have in the past, on occasion, 
and pay the tragic and high price? 

I th~k we ought to remember that in this age, in this nuclear 
and space age, there isn :~t any place to hide. You can't escape · 
reality, and you cannot escape the actions of others. Troubles in 
little nations can be the downfall of big nations. The business of 
peace is not merely the responsibility of the great powers. It's 
also the responsibility of everyone. 

Now our action in Viet-Nam is a part of the continui~ struggle 
and I underscore the word continuing struggle, which we must be 
prepared to wage if we are to preserve free civilization and if we 
are to resist effectively the expansion ofmtalitarian power. There 
was once a time, say, 15 years ago, in which the power centers of the 
world were-· structly the United States and the Soviet Union. That 
bi-polar world is gone. There are other power centers--Europe, the 
Soviet Union, China, the United States. And wetve had as we know, 
some easing of East-West tensions,at least some partial easings, that 
may have changed the pattern of our involvement in world affai:rs, but 
all of these matters, be they changed or not, have not diminished our 
involvement. 

We retain our role as leader in the free world. 

Now I dontt think we really aspired, or conspired, to be leader, 
but we are. And the sooner we recognize this the better we are 
going to be off. We better recognize that the role of leadership 
o~fers no privilege, no sanctuary, no ease. Leaders, whether you~re 
Governor, or President or Vice President--once that you are a leader 
in whatever your pursuit may be, public or private, you take on 
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responsibility; you take on duty~ Leadership-the malltlEl. of lead
ership--rests heavily upo~ the shoulders of that nation or person 
that bears that mantle... Leadership is a burden, a duty, and, unless 
we are willing to fulfill that duty and bear that burden, the mantle 
of leadership will belifted from us and there are those who would 
purloin it away. : 'rhe President of the United States, I think, has 
made it unmistakenably clear that we intend to meet our responsibili
ties.. We made that original commitment in Viet-Nam in 1954, and 
three Administrations have maintained it , Republican and Democratic. 
The President has spelled out the pri!lciples on which our policy 
today is based~ Maybe tonight I call help to bring some order out 
of what appears to be a great deal of confusion in the thinking and 
in the news about Viet-Nam and our relationship to it. 

Now ~hat are these principles on which our policy is based? 

Well, first~ in the face of armed conflict, in the face of con
tinued aggressions--and this is aggression--military , prop~ganda, 

subversion, terror, infiltrationa Aggression with a new face, but 
aggression. And in the f.ace of that aggression, the first prin·ciple 
is we will not withdraw; we will not retreat; we will not give up; 
we will not get out, and the world needs to understand it~ 

(Applause) 

We'll keep our word. And keeping our word is rather important~ 

If our commitment in Southeast Asia is worthless, then what makes 
you think anybody in Europe will believe that it is worth -more there .. 
Are we only to face aggression in Western Europe? Are we to say that 
thatts the only part of the world where aggression shall be viewed 
as an evil, when we know that we face an inter!l.ational worldwide 
conspiracy, and not merely a localized one? Our refusal to withdraw 
is based on our recognition that withdrawal from Viet-Nam would only 
weaken the position of free societies in Asia. What would. happen to 
Thailand, to . Malaysia, yes, to India--to every country? They would 
regard the -withdrawal -of the United States as a loss of i~terest by 
this Repub~ic~ and as an enticement to immediately accommodate them
selves to Communist China, a tremendous power in the areav 

Now, we reject the belief stated by some, that by some inevit
able law, ehina is destined to swallow up .all of Asia. And I've 
heard this b-y so-called intelligent commentators. There~s nothing 
in the rule of law, nothing in the rule o£ nature that says it 
shall be so-... And I find it rather curious that so many proponents 
of this inevitability doctrine, that China must be the major power 
and take over Asia. I find they also advocate that a sort of a 
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Titoist doctrine, that Viet-Nam would become an independent~ neutral 
nation, if we would just withdraw our military forces. What kind 
of intellectual gymnastics is this? What nonsense. We refuse to 
withdraw, because withdrawal would mean betrayal of those who 
oppose the spread of communism in Southeast Asia, and it would 
mean their certain death or their exile. 

And finally in relation to the Sino-Soviet contest, which is 
the big contest today in the world, our withdrawal would prove 
right the Chinese thesis, that militancy, aggression, brutality, 
pays, and that would discredit the Soviet thesis of peaceful co
existence. 

Now there is a second principle involved in our policy . Re
cognizing that a political solution of the conflict is essential, 
we stand ready,we, the people of these United States, to engage in 
unconditional discussions. We have no desire for further military 
escalation of the war. It is not we who escalate the war, and yet 
I hear voices that would indicate that all of the problem was here. 
I must say to those that the enemy is not in Washington; it's in 
Hanoi, it's in Peking, itts in Communist circles, not here. 

We stand ready to consider any solution which would bring 
peace and justice to Viet-Nam, North and South, but this does not 
mean a solution that would violate the integrity and the safety of 
those in South Viet-Nam to whom wetve given a commitment. 

Now I'd like to make it crystal-clear here tonight who is in 
favor of a political settlement. Because when I hear some voices 
and read some things, youtd think that we were not . You would think 
that somehow or other it was the enemy that wanted peace . I want 
to make it clear who. ·is .· for ·':this settlement and who is opposed to 
it. 

Who has offered the olive branch of peace and who has rejected 
it, my fellow Americans? The President of the United States, 
speaking for tne people of this country, has affirmed not only our 
willingness to hold unconditional discuss~ons, negotiations to 
end the war, but he has indicated again and again our ardent desire 
to do so. What has been the response of the Communist governments 
in Hanoi and Peking? They have rejected arrogant:ly every single 
peace offer made from any source--from the United Nations, from 
the Soviet Union, from any source--they sr;>urned the efforts of the 
UN to mediate; they have scorned the offer of the British; wouldn't 
even allow the former British Foreign Minister to visit. They 
have brushed aside the efforts of the Indian Government. T~ey have 
indulged in name-calling upon the proposal of the so-called 17 
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so-called non-aligned countrieso In short the Communist governments • 
in Hanoi and Peking have rejected every effort to restore peace and 
justice to the people of Viet-Namo They have refused to talk peace. 
They have refused to consider ita 

The third principle of our policy is that we recognize that the 
people of Viet-Nam must have a cause for which to fighto They must 
have a hope of a better day. And we~ve made it clear to the people 
of Viet-Nam that to improve their lives and to help fulfill their 
hopes we stand ready to support a massive cooperative development 
effort, with other nations, not only for Viet-Nam, but for all of 
Southeast Asia, friend and foe alike. I ask my fellow Americans to 
give me any other instance in history where a Nation that has taken 
such abuse as this one and we have given 169 ~ 000 lives for freedom 
since World War II--I ask you when did any government in the memory 
of man offer such generous consideration to friend and foe alike. 

It is our hope that the works of peace can bring men together, 
in a common effort to abandon foreve r the works of war. 

Now these three principles honoring our commitment , a continuing 
willingness to seek an honorable political solution and a massive 
economic development program, remains the basis--the base$--Of our 
policyo 

Now this struggle in Viet-Nam has a special significance for 
the United States, as the defender of the free world, because it 
confronts us with a bold new form of aggression which could rank 
in military significance and importance , mothers and fathers,with 
the discovery of gun powder . I refer to the so-called wars of 
national liberation; the guerilla-type war , that we haven .'t .been 
able quite to fathom, to find the answer to, and your sons and 
daughters must find it and we must find ito Viet-Nam offers a classic 
example of what can be accomplished by militant Communist forces in
tent on deliberate subversion of a country from within. There we 
have seen a Communist State refuse to leave its neighbors in peace. 
We have seen the infiltration of Communist cadre to strengthen and 
direct guerilla warfare in violation of every international accord. 
We have seen the Communists who control and direct the war from 
Hanoi insist that the war in South Viet-Nam is nothing but a little 
internal uprising, because many of the Viet-Co.ng are also South 
Vietnamese ~ We have seen them portray the struggle as a civil war, 
in which the"popular"forces, that is , the Communist, forces, are 
arrayed against "American imperialism"o 

Now it is this new sophisticated form of warfare, Governors , 
fellow citizens, that is becoming the major challenge to our s ecurity, 
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4 and to the security of a 11 free nations. If it succeeds in South
east Asia, it will be tried in South America. If it succeeds in 
Southeast Asia, it will surely be tried in Africa. No place will 
be safe. And the soo)ler we come to grips with it alld find the 
allswer alld bea't it alld defeat it, the sooner will be peace of the 
world be safeguarded and the hope of mankilld be preserved. 

This : .new warfare is even more dangerous thall the old. This is 
a war in which the leaders callnot be located, in which the sources 
of supply callnot easily be cut ofj, ill which the enemy forces are 
part outsiders and partly illdigellous troops, ill which siglled truces 
do not halt the struggle. 

The supreme challellge today is to prove to our foes and our 
friends that the new face of war is llO less pernicious than the old, 
and that it call be defeated by those of strong mind alld stout heart 
and steel will~ We now know that most CommuDist regimes do llOt de
sire to blow this world to pieces; you call be assured of that. They 
just wallt to pick it up piece by piece, if you~ll let them. They 
know what nuclear power mealls; they know what terrible devastation 
call be wrought upoll this world. And so they seek to nibble:: the 
world to death ill the hopes that free mell will not see the attack, 
and not identify it as aggressioll. 

Now how do we successfully meet this lleW phellomena of wars 
of aggression, of national liberation? Well, of course, we need 
balanced and flexible military forces, able to respond rapidly to 
any situatioll, and we have them. 

Let me just remilld this audiellce tollight that this Natioll is 
not weak. Ill terms of our military power, we_ have more power than 
all the combilled forces on the face of the earth. What we must be 
sure of is that we have will, determination, perseverallce. But you 
and I know that military power alolle is not all adequate response 
to these so-called wars of national liberation. These wars feed on 
seething social discontent, and to beat this discontent, requires 
a subtle blending of economic aid, political expertise, educ.atiollal 
efforts, information and propaganda programs, combined with military 
power. 

Now, I've heard many people discuss this situation and some 
people say, well, the Liberals, they're llOt for the use of military 
power. And other people say, well, the Collservatives are. This is 
a foolish, and may I say a very, very inadequate, and I would say 
inaccurate description of the views of people. But if some people 
prefer to c.all themselves Liberals, let me say to that group,the 
use of power in the defense of freedom is at times required. And 
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if some people feel more comfortable by calling themselves Conserva- • 
tive , let -me say to them that the mare use and the use of military 
power alo~e is sometimes counter-productive. We dontt need to 
divide ourselves up into these neat little compartmental cate.gories. 
We need 9 as I said, a subtle blending of the economic aid, of 
political expertise, of educational efforts and information, com
bined with military power~ And where these wars of national lib
eration flourish the military struggle is only part of a larger 
social and political struggle. And these struggles will continue, 
and revolutionary ferment will increase until governments come to 
power able to implement systematic social and economic programs, 
designed to abolish shocking social and economic inequality between 
the privileged few and the impoyerished masses; between the glitter
ing capitals and the festering slums ; between urban enclaves and 
the primitive rural areas. 

And this is why we have foreign aid.; this is why we have 
technical assistance; this is why a World Bank; this is why an In
ter-American Developme~t Fund; these are all part of a national 
security effort. You do not stop aggression any longer by just the 
use of force. You have to get at its root causes, or the revolution
ary ferment will devour the landscape of confidence~ For the masses 
of people in the developing countries of Asia, the status quo--and 
its true of other areas too--is no longer a burden to be patiently 
borne; it is an oppressor to be caste off, and we have to recognize 
that .. 

The primary responsibility for preserving the independence and 
security of a country remains with the people and the government 
of that country. If the leaders .and the people have no will for 
their own independence , no outside force c an help them. If the 
government of the country can provide the people with a cause for 
which to fight, with a pro-gram inspiring sacrifice and effort , 
that government can be capable of defending itself against Communist 
infiltration. and subversion from withi~.. But, where subversion 
from within is supported by forces from outside, as is the case in 
Viet-Nam, outside assistance is needed if such a government is to 
achieve the capability of survival. 

Now, as I've said, in overcoming these wars : of national libera
tion, ~ilitary response alone is not enough. I want to shbw you 
for just a moment now in Viet-Nam , a little-noticed side of this 
struggle. · I don 1 t think you've read much about it or heard much 
about it. I want to tell you about the struggle for a better li~e 
under the most incredible of conditions. It's a battle of the 
Vietnamese people themselves , not merely to survive, but to build, 
to make progress, to move forward . In the past deqade, rice pro-
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duction in thei~ little country has more than doubled, d,espite the 
determined effort of the Viet-Cong to destroy their rice fieldsw · 
Corn output is expected to be four times of what it was in . 1962-> 
Pig production , has · ·more -·: than doubled in the past 10 years .. The 
average Vie-tnamese who can expect only to live to an age oj. 35, 
yet they have only 200 civilian doctors in the whole country. 
So a new medical school is being built and wetre helping along 
with others to build it, and that school will graduate more 
doctors this year than all of the doctors in Viet-Nam for all-
for the entire country. 

Meanwhile, your country, my country , we've helped vaccinate 
more than seven million of their people against Cholera, ~nd mil
lions more against other diseases; more than 12,000 hamlet health 
stations have been built and stocked with medical supplies, and 
many of these supplies are a gift of the pharmaceutical houses 
of this country . in Viet-Nam as everywhereo Civilization, as they 
say, is a race between education and catastrophe. Education is 
the foundation of CJ:QY country's future that we know. It's im
possible to run a government,national or local, to man factories 
or to enrich the life without trained and educated people •. 

What's been the situation in Viet-Nam? Elementary school en
rollment, 10 years ago, in 1955, was only 300,000, and despite 
fire and flame and sword and bomb, it is today 1,500,000 in school. 
Vocational school enrollment has quadrupled. University population 
is expanding rapidly. 

Now this progress, my fellow Americans, has been achieved 
against the most. appalling odds. Put yourself in their situation. 
It has been made despite carefully-planned and executed program of 
terror and harassment carried on by t ·he .. ;Viet-Cong Communist. You 
know, there's a curious misconception around this country that 
the Viet-Cong is a kind of a great idealistic movement, a sort of 
Indo-Chinese wing of the American Populist Party, but it i .. sn 't. 
It has no relationship to progressivism. It's relationship is to 
war, to terror, - to brutality, to conquest. In reality, the members 
of the Viet-Cong are a collection of toughs, disciplined te.rrorists, 
whose gains have come in the main not from the hopes that they have 
inspired; they have no program but from the fear that they've 
created. ·_ In · the countryside, a gricu 1 tura 1 stations have been re
gularly burned ~nd destroyed. Medical clinics in hospitals raided, 
and burned to the ground. Malaria control team · members have been 
killed and kidnapped by the hundreds. Village chiefs, school 
teachers, and others who represent order and social service have 
been the special targets of the terrorists. All told--get this 
figure--it is estimated that 10,000 or more civilian officials have 
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been killed or kidnapped since 1954o The mayors of hamlets and 
cities beheaded 9 decapitated , and their head put on a pike and 
marched through the village to terrorize the peasantry , the people. 

Now if you were to translate the figure in Viet-Nam in relation
ship to their population and ours , if you were to have a comparable 
figure for the United States~ it would mean the loss of 130,000 
municipal and local officials. What do you think would be the 
situation in this country? ·. ·rs there any wonder there is instabil-
ity there? As soon as .a leader shows Jieis ·.able to . gov~rn,. ' hev:s . .lHlled; 
he 1s sought out by gangland war. Yet t he effort to build a viable 
economy in Viet-Nam goes on , despite t hese attacks and dangers~ 
Brave and tireless Vietnamese continue to take seed and fertilizers 
and farming know~how to their villagers. Teachers in larger numbers, 
despite the fact that they are the special targets of assassination; 
assassinated in the presence of their students , continue to man the 
schools6 Medical teams go into the country j despite the clear and 
always present danger 9 and at their side~ I am proud to say, go 
hundreds of American civilian workers side by side~ and they too 
have been killed, some of themp and kidnappedo These men and 
women , Vietnamese and Americans, and increasingly , other nationali
ties--and there are now 30 , better than 30 flags in South Viet-
Nam along side of ours. The cause of freedom is getting allies 
and recruitso These are the unsung , unpublicized heroes · . in·~ this 
phase of the struggle. And so long as they persevere and so long 
as we encourage them, so long as we do not let them down, wars of 
national liberation can be defeated. And that~s why I co~e here 
to speak to you. 

Now in assisting independent nations whether in Southeast Asia 
or in our hemisphere~ there will be required on our part patience 
as well as courage, the will to elld.ure .as well as the will to resist, 
the totalitarian lives in the hope th.a we will weary, that we cantt 
take it 0 that wetre soft; that we are too self-centered to continue 
this strug-gle.,. I want the word to go from every city and State 
that we have what it takes ~ . the mora 1 fibre $ the stamina, ~the courage 
for the sustained effort. Our willingness to meet our obli.gation, 
to assist free nations must be unmistakably clear» but it should not 
be confused with the desire to extend American power or impose 
American wai9's.. We seek no territory; we have no imperial ambitions; 
we do not se-ek. to put trademark "Made USA" on the goods or the 
countries or the governments of other people; we aspire to no Pax 
Americana 1 we have no desire to play the role of globa 1 gendarme, 
where multilateral organizations are ready , where you can have the 
united Nations with its peace-keeping operations or the Organization 
of American States.. We welcome their inte.rventionQ! As we know from 
recent history. however, organizations like the UN .are not always 
capable of stepping in quickly and timely action is what is important. 

- 14 -



. When they are capable we welcome their presence, and when . they are 
1 not capable we have an obligation to those international peace

keeping machinery operations to see that the peace is kept.- Our 
stakes threugh Southeast Asia are too high for the reckless .. either 
withdrawal or general warJ and we need not choose, my Fellow Ameri
cans, between retreat and unlimited retaliation. The stakes can 
be secured through a wise, multiple strategy, if we can sustain 
the national will, the national determination to see this job 
through. 

What worries me more than anything is that we may become too 
impetious; the public opinion might be roused to drive us too £ar 
or to drive us out. This must not happeoo And those of us that 
have responsibility must take this message to the American people 
and educate and persuade. Our Vietnamese friends look forward to 
the day when national independence and security will be achieved, 
permitting the withdrawal of all foreign forces. That's our de
sire; we share that hope and that expectation. But we know that 
hope cano~t be achieved if the United States, the worldts great 
power, the stewart and the custodian of freedom, shirks its obliga
tion, If we withdraw from the world merely because its untidy 
and unruly or retreat from its responsibility; if we refuse to 
share the burden of preserving the peace, who will take it on? 
If we refuse to share the burden of defending free society, who can 
guarantee their survival. 

In this .complex world I submit that we must practice infinite 
patience, and perservanceJ patience to defend free nations in dis
tant Asia as well as those close to home. And we must not be lured 
by quick and easy solutions, because there are no tricks ; there 
are no gimmicks. We must not abandon our goal because of frustra
tion, but we ni~.:tst continue to pursue the goal that is ours, ·:the 
goal of peace, with justice and freedom with honor, acknowledging 
both the prospect of success and the consequences of failure.- We 
must recognize that our power today may be the only safety factor 
in an unsafe world, and it must be used with care and it must be 
used appropriately and with reservation. We are the peacemakers, 
and the building of the peace that we seek will take time, but 
we must build on it. But you do not build this mighty cathedral 
of peace by letting the vandals destroy it. You build it by each 
generation, adding a block or stone to its mighty edifice. 

-·. 
And I believe that no matter how difficult the task may be or 

how much sacrifice we must make or how long it will take, that the 
American people will earn their honored role of leader if they will 
be but true to their convictions, and remember that freedom is in
divisible, that the freedom that we fight for elsewhere is our own, 
and that the security we seek for others is for ourselves, and that 
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t his world will either be iDspired by the ideals of freedom or dom- ~ 
iDated by the tyraDts of totalitariaDismo 

(Applause) 

- 16 -



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


