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L.lt certainly is a privilege to share this day 

with you -- with the city that licked its roblems an 

not its wounds. America needs more BluefieldsJ 

.... ~ 

- 'A~ rJPf . . ....&#· Here t n the heart of Appalachta, you dectded 

to do something about your problems. And you did. 

of eleven All-American cities. -

)...:I..ou developed Skyland, Incorporated, your 
~.,.., . ,..llr 

2 and 1/2 mi Ilion dollar resort complex. • tNJ*• ,.._, 
J-;.hen you developed your scenic railroad, ''t~ 

Ridge Runner... ~ ~,•H P.•"'l"' J.tt ~ .... ~ 
., ... 
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Lrhen came your successful effort to 

~ new industry, to Bluefield Coli 

a new Chamber of Commerce bui ldi n,g, a golf course, ,t~._ 

"' A tit to ww&-., 
and a new youth center-~,~~ ~ • 

All of these were by individual and private effort. I~~ 
And so were other projects aimed at making Bluefield a ,,..,.....,. 

-""'ZC~ 

better place in which to li~~~- _ tejt~ 

Your local government has done its job too .......... As ~ 
- • - zm w ! 

a result of a bond referendum which received a handsome 
I ~ 1 :0 r 

majority, park facilities have been expanded-: •. storm -
sewers put in ..• and other needed improvements made• 

~ Communi !Y faci li ~s have been expanded and imp roved with 

an outlay of approximately 10 and 1/2 million dollars. ~ 

The federal government has helped too. - ~~~ 
1 It,..,,, 

Your city planning and urban renewal project • 

are helped by federal funds. S> is your new low-rent ,.,_ -
housing project. And Interstate Highway 77 has been 
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an important factor in what you have accompli shed. 

Business and i ndustr.Y responded to the challenge. -
This is demonstrated by the 7 mi Ilion dollars they have 

invested in a new bank and expansion and improvement 
__.... A M!!ftS ... 

of stores and factories. 
TV' -L Your progress has been achieved as the result ~ _ 

of cooperation -- a partnership -- of private citizens, 'ft&\J:! 
the business community, and government. 

I looked over again today the list of this year's 

All-American cities. 

L. Their names are different, and their problems and 

successes have been different, too.lf:nd ye) I was struck 

by similarities among them. 

All have been forced to deal with problems stemming 

from the growth and change that is taking place in this 

nation. 
~ 

.... "' 
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L There was another similarity among all 

eleven cities. All of these cities have been assisted 

by one or more federal programs -- programs designed - - ~ 
to help local leadership solve the kinds of problems ... --you are solving. 

) 
"'There are other similarities. Three cities --

Bluefield is one of these -- have been cited for coming .... ------~ZWJo 

to grips with the great challenge of our times -- human 

relations. - see evidence of progress in this area here and --
~~ I 

"""- know the sou 1-searchi ng effort it took to 

achieve this. /~~~ ~~ 4, c.J.,..1'" ! 
L It was only last February that your YMCA -YWCA 

trustees voted unanimously to open those organizations - -
to all citizens of this community. -__ ........... ~~ .... 

~WI" --~ .. ~-a 
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L.. And your ~man ~lations Commission has.MN~'-" 
:us -

•ew work that any American city could be proud of. 
~ ·-------L. You are working in Bluefield to create e.9ua12~Portun!fl. 

.!!!jobs as well a~edus_~on. - u-J t-";ii~ ~ 
The spirit you have shown is the spirit behind ~ 

President Johnson's new approach to economic development. 

i You in West Vi rgi ni a know about the Area 

Redevelopment Program. But, as you may know, ARA ~ ,.~ 

is due to go out of business at the end of this month. 

~ President Johnson's new program under the 

Economic Development Act, is based on past program 

experience~~~~~ 'JJ~J!:u.~l.t~._~~~~=-
This new program is based on the idea of 

operation between the federal government , state and 
= 

local governments, ~d private enterpriJ,e -- the same -
cooperation which did the job here in Bluefield. 
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~Our goal is to create permanent jobs through 

long-term economic expansion. How is this to b?tdone? 

' 
. ~-.t..:; -IIIAI,.,. 

States and counties will be encouraged o plan 
- '4 

economic develo]ment togetO,er. 
w 

L ~s and .9ra~ts will be available to encourage 

new industry in redevelopment areas. 

L A long-range program of public works wi II be 

started to build new sewage di sposa! systems, water mains, tfw•Cf;~ 

and access roads -- for without these things, industrial 

development can't even begin. 

[ I predict today that this Congress wi II give its 

approval to this new program. The Senate has already 
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L The workability of this program wi II depend 

in large measure on the ability of local leadership 

to plan and work -- just as you have planned and 

worked h~e. 

J. For exampl,) five years ago the city of Bluefield t~ 
received f 12, 000-dollar grant from the Urban Renewal 

Administration for the purposes of planning. 

I'm sure you will agree that your decision to 

make an extensive planning stud¥ was one of the 

wisest decisions you ever made. 

~ Out of this developed the master plan filed in 

January 1962 -- and I know that this has served as 

a valuable, indispensible guide for new ideas under way 

in this city. 



~ 
know that recently the Urban Renewal 

A 
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Administration has approved another and much larger 
' trS 

p~~nin.g g~nt for Bluefield so that you can continue 

your progress. 

I had someone bring me a copy of your 1962 

plan. Thumbing through this plan, I saw the 

recommendation on new manufacturing employment as ~6l. 
11 the most basic means of economic improvement. 11 

This of course has been translated into jobs in 

!luef!eld, through your new factory...,}. ~~t/tltfo, 
L I also saw reference in your plan to Highwax 77: T' 

~~ along with the recommendations carried out so well to 

increas:~risn;:- JL.U"':!'I/#~ 
I could go on further but you know th1s plan 

-
better than I. 
- 4 

The point is this: 
'"'· ____ u:,..,am-=--..._.....,......._ -:...--t·--------· ~ ..... - --
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(We would not be here today if there had not 

been such successful followthrough on that plan. 

-L We ~~uld not ~ hye if it hadn't been for the~-..,..,_· 
~government11at all levels -Biuefield-~U•fC. 
l~~.~ riWAdawA.----..--··--••· 
~ut we would also not be here if you had not 

• 

acted on that plan, and with that assistance, with 

energy and imagination. 

This is the lesson that all of us have learned. -
In this day and age, good fences do not make 

good neighbors. All of us in this nation -- in government, 

in private industry, in cities and towns, on farms -- all 

of us must share responsibility for seeing that all people 
~ - . 

anC!,p!ac;; in our society have both a chance to 
* 
contribute to and share in the fruits of our abundance . 
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L We cannot have a Great Society -- no matter 

how rich this nation becomes -- if parts of that 

society are left behind. -

President Johnson has made his pledge. 

join him in that pledge. We will not be satisfied 

unti I all Amerjcans, and all parts of America, 
5

Can 

participate in this better life. 

I know that you here in Bluefield share that 

determination. With your continued work, and with -
ours, I know we wi II succeed. \ 

• 

I 
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