
HUMPHRE 

SALUTE TO THE VICE PRESIDENT 

LOS ANGELES, CALl FORNI A 

to be in Los Angeles. 

And, I must admit, it•s a pleasure to be 

saluted. Thank you. 

This is an occasion of fellowship. And it•s an 

occasion for California Democrats to get to~ther • 

l 1d like to do some saluting myself. 

J I salute Governor Pat Brown -- a man who fights 

for the belief that a political party exists to advance 

• 

(~\ 
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the freedom and welfare of .!!!_people. He deserves 

the support of each man and woman in this room. 

He has given so much for all of us in the fight 

for better government. 

I salute your good California Congressmen. 

With your help, they•ll be returning to the Congress 

again next year. They are doing work that wi II make 

is 89th Congress known as the most productive 

in American hi story. 

Just last week, this Congress, under President 

\ Johnson•s leadership, completed work on the Voting 

Rights Bi II and the Medicare Bi II. Your Congressmen 

were leaders in making both victories possible. 

b especially salute Cecil King tonight. Every man, 



- 3 -

and child in this country wi II be helped 

in his old age because of the courage, the foresight, 

and the tenacity of Ceci I King in his fight for 

Medicare. We thank you Ceci I. 

~nd I salute all of you here tonight for being 

good Democrats, for working, for contributing, for 

doing the things that really make our Democratic 

system work. 

Tonight, I want to talk about this country 

and where we•re headed. 

i..., All of you, especially in this part of the country, 

have heard a great deal from the chest-thumping, 

table-pounding, super patriots who constantly talk 

of ''democracyJJ, ·~reedom'' and "libertyJJ as if they 

I 
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owned them. They forever tell us why they and 

their not-so-select group are the only ones to be 

trusted with preserving these things. 

You •re never quite sure what they mean --

and neither are they. 

4et's look tonight at American democracy -

conceived in a struggle for freedom and liberty, 

won by the sweat and blood of thousands of 

responsible -- real -- patriots, and nourished 

by Presidents and leaders who belie~ed _in the ~ -

wn£ro§f A' Will~ •J ~[al;;;j"f4kr.~, 
President Johnson and the Democratic Party 

believe that each man should fully realize his 

human potentialities. 
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~The Great Society and President Johnson 1s 

legislative goals are aimed at the high ideal of 

g,ersonal human excellence. 
~--~--~~~ 

L Our American democracy offers pol i6! 

freedom. 

~ and economic insecurity threaten man_, 

~This Administration is fighting for, this true 

freedom in the cities, on the farm, and in the 

suburbs • - .... 

welfare, and political equality are 

' 
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instruments to reduce restrictions on man •s 

opportunity. We are building a Great Society to 
• • 
provide that opportuni : An equal chance for 

each man to lift himself to something better. 

-1 By "equality of opportunity", we do not mean 

that everyone must have, by right, the same 

material possessions. 

L We do mean, though, that our lft~=t should 

offer a minimum level of material and social well .. 
being to all of our people, while removing artificial 

barriers to their personal achievemenJ. (this 

Admi ni strati on is fighting that battle. 
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Today our • is dedicated to building a 

strong and free society to last for generations beyond 

us. 

~ur Congress is passing historic legislation --

for education, for medical care, for our cities, 

for human equali • 

American people are united in an 

unprecedented consensus. 

I We enjoy economic exean~ion and prosperity. 

But is it temporary? Wi II it last? 

Or will the chest-thumpers and men of little 

faith be proved right after all? 

My answer is this: L I have faith in this country and its people. 
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L There are those in this country who seek 

the easy way or look selfishly inward. 
- 1 L There are those who reject our role of 

leadership in the world -- just as they take for 

granted our democratic American heritage, and 

our prosperity, and our security. 

~But I am confident that the American people 

wi II move beyond the doubters and the stand-patters 

~The mantel of te=P is not a cloak 

of comfort, bu! rather the robe of responsibi llt'. 

L.. ~ership does not permit a person or a 

nation license or luxury. - .......... L Leadership imposes responsibility and affords 

few privileges. 
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/...We hear many voices these days saying that 

America is overextended in the world u, that other 

people•s problems needn •t be our problems. 

My friends, when that time comes, our 

leadership ends. 

Who in the world wi II work for democracy 

if we do not? 

Who in the world can preserve the peace if 

we do not? 

L We live in a time when everything is 

complex, when there are no more rapid or easy 

answers. We live in a time when we must exert 

our patience and our wi II as never before., Have 

we the patience, for instance, to work and bleed 
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thousands of miles from home for months and years 

ahead? I can tell you that the forces of totalitarianism 

have that patience. If we have less, we fa11. 

L Hope is still the world 1S most powerful 

antidote for disaffection and despair. 

For we believe that we Americans can help 

others even as we help ourselves to find a better 

future. 

We stand for something. 

Each American generation has discovered it anew. 

It is our recognition that we stand for 

individual fulfillment of man and woman. 

We stand for the chance for each man to 

make something better of himself. 
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We stand for free speech and government of 

the people, by the people and for the people. 

We stand for peace without conquest. 

We stand for the belief that others, too, 

in less fortunate places should have opportunity for 

the blessings of abundance and should be free of 

tyranny. 

We stand for the pledges made by men and 

women who left the old continents and made this 

country. 

In the words of President Lyndon Johnson: 

'We are gratefu I for the progress that we 

ourselves have achieved. We are pleased and we are 

determined to press forward -- not for our gain and our 
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greatness alone, but rather for the gain and the 

good of all mankind everywhere." 

No, we will not be satisfied with things as 

they are. 

We will commit ourselves to the ideal that man, 

governing himself, can perfect a life of opportunity 

and justice. 

We can be remembered, as Toynbee says, not for 

crimes or even for astonishing inventions. but as 

the first generation to dare to make the benefits of 

civilization available to the whole human race. 

We wi II be firm. • • persevering • • • devoted 

to the goal of peace in the world and opportunity for 

each child entering life .. 
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President Johnson has made his commitment 

to this task. I join him in that commitment. We 

ask your help. 

######### 
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REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY , 

SALUTE TO THE VICE PRESIDENT , LOS ANGELES, 

CALIFORNIA, JULY 12 , 1965 

My good friends: It's good to be in Los Angeles. It's good to see so many familiar, 

friendly faces . 

And , I must admit, it's a pleasure to be saluted. Thank you. 

This is an occasion of fellowship. And it's an occasion for California Democrats 

to get together. 

I'd like to do some saluting m yself. 

I salute Governor Pat Brown -- a man who fights for the belief that a political party 

exists to advance the freedom and welfare of all people . He deserves the support of each 

man and woman in this room. He has given so much for all of us in the fight for better 

government . 

I salute your good California Congressmen. With your help, they'll be returning to the 

Congress again next year. They are doing work that will make this 89th Congress known 

as the most productive in American history . 

Just last week, this Congress, under President Johnson's leadership, completed 

work on the Voting Rights Bill and the Medicare Bill. Your Congressmen were leaders 

in making both vittories possible . 

I especially salute Cecil King tonight. Every man , woman, and child in this country 

will be helped in his old age because of the courage, the foresight and the tenacity of 

Cecil King in his fight for Medicare . We thank you Cecil. 

And I salute all of you here tonight for being good Democrats , for working, for 
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contributing , for doing the things that really make our Democratic system work. 

Tonight, I want to talk about this country and where we're headed . 

All of you, especially in this part of the country , have heard a great deal from 

the chest-thumping , table-pounding , super patriots who constantly talk of "democracy" ·, 

"freedom" and "liberty" as if they owned them. They forever tell us why they and their 

not-so-select group are the only ones to be trusted with preserving these things. 

You're never quite sure what they mean -- and neither are they. 

Let's look tonight at American democracy -- conceived in a struggle for freedom 

and liberty, won by the sweat and blood of thousands of responsible -- real - - patriots, 

and nourished by Presidents and leaders who believed in the goodness of man. 

President Johnson and the Democratic Party believe that each man should fully 

realize his human potentialities. 

The Great Society and President Johnson's legislative goals are aimed at the high 

ideal of personal human excellence. 

Our American democracy offers political freedom. But true freedom will not be fully 

achieved where ignorance, illness, discrimination, indigence, and economic insecurity 

threaten man . This Administration is fighting for this true freedom in the cities, on the 

farm, and in the suburbs. If the super -patriots want a cause, let them take up their 

cudgels with us in eliminating these social, material, and psychological impediments 

to freedom. 
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Security , welfare, and political equality are instruments to reduce restrictions on 

man's opportunity. We are building a Great Society to provide that opportunity: An equal 

chance for each man to lift himself to something better . 

By "equality of opportunity", we do not mean that everyone must have, by right, 

the same material possessions. 

We do mean, though, that our government should offer a minimum level of material 

and social well being to all of our people, while removing artificial barriers to their personal 

achievement. This Administration is fighting that battle. 

What is the futli're of our country? Where are we headed? 

Today our President is dedicated to building a strong and free society to last for 

generations beyond us. 

Our Congress is passing historic legislation -- for education, for medical care , 

for our cities, for human equality. 

Our American people are united in an unprecedented consensus. 

We enjoy economic expansion and prosperity. 

But is it temporary? Will it last? 

Or will the chest -thumpers and men of little faith be proved right after all? 

My answer is this: 

I have fa:th in this country and its people. 

There are those in this country who seek the easy way or look selfishly inward. 
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There are those who reject our role of leadership in the world -- just as they take 

for granted our democratic American heritage , and our prosperity, and our security. 

But I am confident that the American people will move beyond the doubters and 

r 

the stand-patters. 

The mantel of leadership is not a cloak of comf<:>rt, but rather the robe of 

responsibility . 

Leadership does not permit a person or a nation license or luxury. 

Leadership imposes responsibility and affords few privileges. 

We hear many voices these days saying that America is overextended in the world 

that other people's problems needn't be our problems. 

My friends, when that time comes, our leadership ends. 

Who in the world will work for democracy if we do not? 

Who in the world can preserve the peace, if we do not? 

We live in a time when everything is complex, when there are no more rapid 

or easy answers. We live in a time when we must exert our patience and our will as 

never before. Have we the patience, for instance, to work and bleed thousands of miles 

from home for months and years ahead? I can tell you that the forces of totalitarianism 

have that patience. If we have less, we fall. 

Hope is still the world's most powerful antidote for disaffection and despair. 

For we believe that we Americans can help others even as we help ourselves 

to find a better future. 
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We stand for something. 

Each Amer:K::an generation has discovered it anew. 

It is our recognition that we stand for individual fulfillment of man and woman . 

We stand for the chance for each man to make something better of himself. 

We stand for free speech and government of the people, by the people and for 

the people. 

We stand for peace without conquest. 

We stand for the belief that others, too, in less fortunate places should have 

opportunity for the blessings of abundance and should be free of tyranny. 

We stand for the pledges made by men and women who left the old continents and 

made this country. 

In the words of President Lyndon Johnson: 

"We are grateful for the progress that we ourselves have achieved. We are pleased 

and we are determined to press forward -- not for our gain and our greatness alone, but 

rather for the gain and the good of all mankind everywhere. " 

No, we will not be satisfied with things as they are. 

We will commit ourselves to the ideal that ma;n, governing himself, can perfect 

a life of opportunity and justice. 

We can be remembered, as Toynbee says, not for crimes or even for astonishing 

inventions, but as the first generation to dare to make the benefits of civilization availabl~ 

to the whole human race. 
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We will be finn ... persevering ... devoted to the goals of peace in the world and 

1 opportunity for each child entering life. 

President Johnson has made his commitment to this task. I join him in that 

• 
commitment. We ask your help. 
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