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~This is an historic moment. ~~~e world-

wide Extension leaders in agriculture, home economics 

and youth development gatherJed to discuss their opportunities 

and their problems. 
.. ··....;~· '{ . 

J.:::is is a meeting for a mu:ual_ exchange of ideas,. 

~ We look forward to learning from your experiences and hope 

you will learn from ours.~ have traveled in many of your 

countries and have seen first-hand the , . --- -- ~ . contri-___ .....,....,.~ 
butions your Extension programs are making to the progress 

>.o ~~,M'_.t.;lft~~~ • •J.~ ~ • ~ 

of y~~people~Agriculture is a basic industry in nearly 

every country-i_Agricultu~velopment usually is the 

forerunn~r t the developm~n,: __ ~f o.:~~~. --~~~:~.~-~~ Nation's 

economy. There are many necessary factors to bring about 
-----·~~SIIIIillfaSW"ifTt>'Mi?»tl'Sdi'QHI'Ii§~ ?11-W _ 

___ ,_ __ 
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agricultural development and to stimulate growth, but of 

greatest importance is the development and application - ·-"""" 
of new and improved technology 11 

L Research is needed to find new and better ways C 

of producing and distrili>uting food and fiber -l Educ:,a~ -"'-••::::,_ 

is required to put these findings into the hands of t~ose 

who produce the essentials of life. LEducation ~~e ,· 

moving force behind the progress of man, his nation, and 

his world. 

" 

universal hope for world-wide peaceful ......._____ 
economic progress lies in Extension education 

• . . for what people do for themselves when they put 

knowledge to work is what makes a strong a(nd~. prospe~~~') 

and a great society and Nation. . ~r- -~~ ~ 

~~cut-~ 

---



3 

When leaders of national educational programs from 

the four corners of the earth travel together--as you are--

in quest of the best ways to help peopl7e we are on our . ... ~· 

way to the time when hunger, poverty and privation might 

IUMh~•lt!~ 

know what an Extension Service can do for people._ 

I have seen county agricultural agents at work advising 

farmers on how to grow more bounteous and higher quality 

crops. I have seen home economists showing homemakers how 

to feed and clothe their families better. And I have seen 

4-H Club leaders guiding the youth of our Nation to better 
- ~~~·LQ-

tomorrows. 

We have thought of education as a slow process. 

It takes from 12 to 20 years to train our young people 
• ·-

for a career. The things they learn in our schools and 
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colleges t h ese days are almost unbelieveable. But today 

it is not enough to be able just to learn. We must be 
--= f •• 

able to teach what we learn to others and do so in a 
• ' n ;r;:. 

practical way. 

~E:ten~ion is an informal educational process. In 

this respect/ Exten~~~~ ~d~:ation is not a new idea. 

~ Man has shared his knowledge and experiences with his 

neighbor for many centuries. 

-....... 

what is relatively new is the adaptation of the 

philosophy of informal education to an organized systeme 

-tU ~· 
This organized system is Extension. It employs the 

A• .... 
powerful resources of government with its institutions 

= .. 
of research and education for the benefit of greater 

numbers of people./. 'l'his unique type of education began 
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in the United States little more than 50 years ago with - .... 

the establishment of the Cooperative Extension Service0 

~ But its roots lay in legislation signed in 1862 by 

President Abraham Lincoln. This legislation created the 

United States Department of Agriculture and the Land-

Grant College system. The Department/ the Universities 

and the Cooperative Extension Service have played ~ 

~~~~~.-, important, and significant role in the 

development of our nation. 

~Today we look with pride on the achievements of this 

three-way partnership of university teaching, research, 

and extension~ After 1930, faced with serious economic 

depression and drought, American agriculture made sweeping 
----~--~~,~~ 
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adjustments to improve its technological and~ 

position. Obviously/ the tremendous progress of American 
···~·c.~~ 

agriculture could not possibly have occurred without the 

fundamental work of this educational system which ~C~~ 
-----~------~- ~ 

.A• IT in the preceding four or five decades. 

~ There is a basic principle that grew out of our 

half-century of Extension work in the United States. 

That is the recognized importance of developing and offering 
m==-r s • - -

programs in response to the needs and wishes of local people . 
... JL . - -- •• == A ;:::,"::;: .... ll F.. I -

~..,... ..... "" 
OurAeducational efforts are built from the people up 

played a major role 

in guiding these educational efforts has contributed much -
to the acceptance and ultimate effectiveness of Extension 
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work." the eyes of local people, Extension has become 

"our program" -- not a government or university program. 
,....,.. •:.en..-

.<One of the great strengths of Extension work in 

• APP/WhC..tf 
this country is in its total ~~ii:q:s:H( to the problems of 

the farme~ th:.hom,:n.:-ker, the youth~, and the conununity• 

It is impossible to separate the occupational interests 

of the farmer or the city dweller from his home and family 

interests. 

-~=~-

~~and other youth programs have been integral 

parts of Extension work. A ringing testimonial to the 

great work of 4-H has been the worldwide acceptance of 

its ide~s, princi~les, and methods.~imilar youth 

organizations have bemformed in 75 other nations. 
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To date, more than 6 million youngsters are participating 

in these clubs--more than 4 million of them in countries 
bli rentz awe 

other than the United States. 

~our work to accumulate facts about world-wide 

Extension will serve as a mighty reference to others. 

J Your development of principles and guidelines for --
Extension work will serve immeasurably to help all people 
f •n••p)o_...-

through Extension education. 

~ Yo~=;::;;.:_:~h people of other nations 

will open up many vital channels of communication for 

later exchanges of ideas. To help keep those communication 
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channels open, you even may wish to consider the creation 

of a worldwide association of extension workers• 
==;~~~~ ... =':-

And most important, your edu c a tional and leadership 

qualifications obligate you to travel new roads of thought. 

Extension must continually seek new and better methods--

methods which serve the present and the future--not the past. 

The world-wide Extension program is people--not ~ 

commodities. Together we seek not only to eliminate 

. i~~ the specter of hunger from the face of · earth, but 

to reduce the drudgery of those who toil on the land6 ~e 

do this that home and family life might be enriched and 

that all men might be free to enjoy the fruits of their work. 
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Our motives are unselfish. Our methods are 

abundantly clear. 

The knowledge and skill we share with our countrymen 

must in the final analysis be proved by man himself--to 

himself as he applies that skill and knowledge on his 

own land and in his own home. This freedom--this right 

to adapt and prove the knowledge we have to offer-- is 

the bedrock philosophy of Extension around the world. 

The means lie in our ability to help people help 

themselves. It is in this confidence and dignity that 

mankind will progress and your land and mine will be a 

better place in which to live in peace and prosperity. 
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Thank you very much, Senator Mundt. Secretary Mann, 

distinguished ambassador? and representatives of the many 

countries that are gathered here today for what I consider 

to be one of the more important meetings held in this nation's 

capit ~ city . .-. --
First may I say to our friends that are not two well 

acquainted possibly with the Senator from South Dakota and 

the Vice President, that we've had a very fine and warm 

a6o~~ 
relationship over many years. Lest you have any doubtAit, 

they're not of the same political party, but we respect 

our sovereignties. He doesn't cross over to Minnesota to 

attack me nor do I cross over into South Dakota to counter-

attack. 
~ -Fo~e-w~~~ 

And if we should bury it at all, we always paaM 

I've had the privilege of serving with the Senator for 

many years in the Congress. I greatly respect his dedication 

to not only our country and the cause of freedom and justice 

throughout the world, but also~e great agricultural 

areas of the world and the people of rural America and the 

rural areas in the world. 

I want to visit with you today about this conference and 

to tell you a little bit about my views relating to Extension 

work. My family backgound is that of a rural background. 



2. 

My father is a businessman in a rather small town that served 

a rural area. He was born on a farm. My mother's parents 

~ . were immigrants and came to S. D., ~establ1shed a farm home. 

I literally grew up in rural america. I feel very close to 

it. My interest in agriculture is not academic even though 

wolll~ 
that ~ be well enough. It is sentimental, personal, economic, 

and spiritual. I feel that an agricultural society is a sort of 

balance wheel for any growing and changing country. The strong 

roots of agriculture do much to give stability, give a sense 

of direction and purpose to any group of people, to any 

nation or any combination of nations. I noticed in the 

literature that I re~ived in reference to the International 
l>k j _ 

Conference ~ Extensi+aders that those of you who will 

participate in th onference will travel from this Capi~l 

city across vast areas of America to the city of Brookings, 

South Dakota, where you will, of course, participate in the 
\ and/ 

semina~ the conference at South Dakota State University. 

Let me say, this is a fine university. It is one of the 

best. I have always looked upon it with a sense of parochial 

pride, having been born in South Dakota and reared there; and 

I must say that is mighty close to one of the best universities 

in the world, namely the University of Minnesota. I said to 

Karl up here a while ago, "How come 11 ... 1!1£a!l•lll· Ill llli'•ar this conference 
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went out to South Dakota State University?" Then I remembered 

his influence in the Congress and a few other things, and I 

withdrew the question. I said, "Why didn't it go to the 

University of Minnesota?" He said, "Do you have an agricultural 

school there?• Can you imagine a man saying that. I want to 

say we have a mighty good one. These are both land-grant 

colleges, as you know, and I shall make references to importance 

~ of such an educational institution. 

---But let me say that five days I've been told--you'll have 
!\. 

five days to travel from Washington, D. C. to Brookings. I 

want to compliment those who have arranged this schedule because 

ever since I have been in the Nation's Capital, I have been 

complaining about the kind of tours that our foreign visitors 

make in this nation, particularly when those tours are mapped 

out by some of our Governmental officials. America is a great 

country of cities, and I was Mayor of Minneapolis--a city of 

over a half million people--so I am keenly interested in 

cities. But it is not just cities, it's also rural America. 

And you do not get to know America by just going to its 

/ apitS l or New York or to a few of its big cities any more than 

we Americans get to know your country by just going to your 

cities and a few of your big ports or some big metro

politan area. And I am so pleased this time that yo1 are going 
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to take enough time to really see America, at least a great 

part of it. I understand that you'll be stopping off in Ohio, 

you'll be stopping off in Indiana and you•, 1 be traveling 

across the great States, as we put f t - the bread basket of the 

" Nation. You are going to see some beautiful farm country. 

When I sing the song, "America the Beautiful," I think of our 

farm country. I think of our great plains, I think of the 

I< 
hill country. I think of the forests and ~the streams 

as well as the center of culture and the metropolitan 

centers. The t ruth is, our country is more beautiful in the 

country. And we pride ourselves upon it. And I hope that it 

will give you the same .. t' ~ 1nsp1ra 1on ,.._1 gives me. I confess to 

you that when I become weary here in Government, as we all do 

in public life, there are times . whe~e begin to wonder about 

it1 ~he best thing that ever happens to me is when I can get 

- ':::Jr 0 a.'"t 
in the car get on a plane and go ~home . '-tz: 

1touch the · 

earth once again and gain the strength that comes from it# 

to meet with the people out in the country, to talk to them 

in a manner 4 which gives you a renewed confidence. You'd 

be surprised, as my wife~ has said to me many times when 

she's out there in Minnesota and we live out there in the 

country--we have a small place in the country by a little 

rural community of about 300 or 400 people# she•11 talk 

to me onthe phone and say,"Well, how's your world down in 
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Washington? It • s nice and peaceful out here... And when I 

JJ come back to Washington and pick up the papers, I just shu~er. 

All at once the whole world is down upon us. The headlines 

tell us nothing but crisis and concern, difficulty. And out 

where I live, you'd be surprised how happy people are most 

of the time. The biggest problems we seem to have out there 
when 

is when it rains too much or not enough. Or/you've had a 

tornado, or a little flood, or you have had some act of nature. 

We occasionally are concerned, of course, about what happens 

in other parts of the world. I have a understanding of it, 
~sn't31-

but it~onstant spirit of crisis. And, frankly, while 

there are troubles in the world--as long as I can remember, 

there have been some--and I have been reading some of the 

ancient history and I think I should let you in on a little 

secret. This isn't the only generation that's had trouble. 

I think most of you/ will find that in your respective country, 

if you probe deeply enough, you will find that there was some 

trouble before you lived. It isn't your fault entirely, nor 

is it mine. 

Well, that wasn't in the prepared speech. I just decided 

to tell you that just to sort of get acquainted. I understand, 

(you correct me on this Secretary Mann and 

Senator Mundt if I'm wrong) that this is the second great 
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international conference that you've held at the So~th Dakota 

State University. I want to compliment that university for the 

leadership. And this is the second worldwide Conference of 

Extension Leaders in agr~iculture, home economics, and youth 
.../ 

development gathered not to discuss ~problems as much as 

opportunities. Let's quit worrying about all these problems 

all th~ime and think about all the opportunities we have, 

the challenge~e have. 

So this becomes a very historic occasion, your gathering 

here and the meeting you are about to attend. This is a 

meeting for the mutual exchange of ideas. And the only way 

one can have a mutual exchange of ideas is in mutual respect, 

tolerance, and You're never quite sure just 

right one, but express it and 

let it go to the refiners f±r~ of cross-examination and of 

debate and discussion. We look forward to learning from 

your experiences and hope that you will learn a little 

something from some of ours. I've never believed that we 

ought to have programs with stamped "made in the U.S.A." 

and tell people you take it just that way. Nor do I believe 

that we ought to adopt a program here made particularly in 

your country. What I think we ought to do is to 

learn from one another 

respective needs and 

and adapt these programs to our 

cultures, backgrounds,~ 



temperament and all that goes to make up a society. Now I've 

traveled in many of the countries represented here and I've 

witnessed first hand some of the contributions made by your 

own teachers, your own Extension leaders and your own Ex-

tension programs, and I want to salute you for the progress 

that you have made. 

You kno~I tell many of the young pe~ple that come 

~ the visit Vice-President's office at the Capit,l about our 
today 
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history and I say this to you because many of you~ repre-

sent countries that have only recently gained your national 

sovereignity and independance and we salute you. Nothing 

makes me happier than when I see a country that has the 

opportunity to gain its own identity. It's a wonderful thing. 

It's almost like the establishment of one's own personality 

and I've reminded our young people that come from a rather rich 

America, a highly industrialized and urbanized America, I remind 

them of how it used to be around here. My goodnes~all you have 

to do is read early American history and Washington,D.C. didn't 

always have buildings like this and we didn't always have all 

the nice things that the Nation's capital now has. As a matter 

of fact I let you in on a secret, the very place where you are 

now is where they used to herd pigs, not long ago, right here 

in this Nation's capital. And it is said wiuhout any disrespect 

but just as an item of our history that Mrs. Adams used to 
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hang the laundry out in the East Room of the White House. 

Why do I say that? Because I think that we have to 

gain a sense of understanding and tolerance of what we are 

trying to do. We have to grow together. Everybody doesn't 

grow the same rate. Everybody doesn't have the same experience. 

This is a country not old but it is a country that has had its 
National 

identity for, well) nigh almost 200 years. And this indeed is 

---qu~lte an advantage. So when we talk of Extension here and 

Extension in some of your countries, we're talking about different 

rates of growth. We're talking about different experiences but 

I think you will find some common denominators. 

One common denominator is this and let the words be under-

stood. Agrialture is a basic industry. You have to 

before you have steel plants or great modern capital goods plants. 

~'l And it's a basic industry ~nearly every country. And agri-

cultural development is usually the forerunner to the development 

of other segments of a Nation's economy. And I find all too often, 

at least it's my casual observation, that many of us want 

to project ourselves way deep into the twentieth century before 

we've had a chance to catch up with some of the fundamentals. 

You can't have a Ph.D. degree before you finish the second grade 

of high school. This is the same as aaying that you need 

agricultural development just as we need it here in 

America before we can have a rich, prosperous and industrial 



society. I say this primarily for my fellow Americans, 

because justice for the farm producer means justice for the 

worke) means justice for the : corporation, means 

economic prosperity for the country. You can't have a 

three-legged stool with one of them sawed off and expect 

to have much stability or one of them shorter than the 

other. And that three-legged stool is management, labor 

or capital, and agriculture. And so Senator Mundt and 

'-- ~ube :Y ../ 
Humphrey have been battling for years along 

9. 

with others in the Congress of the United States~t on the 

public platforms to get what we call "equality of treatment" 

for parity for our agricultural producers. And I think this 

is the cry all over the world. The producer of raw materials 

feels somehow or another that he is never given the same 

breakT-the same fair break7 -the same fair deal that somebody 

else gets. So I hope that when you confer that you'll even 

give thought to how you can improve those matters in your 

country just as we're attempting to improve them here in 

America. 

Now there are many factors that bring about agricultural 

development and stimulate growth. But of greatest importance 

is the development and application of new and improved 

knowlege. 
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Research, that's a word that is being drilled into the 

American people today, all over the world, I think so. 

Research is nee~d to find new and better ways of producing 

and distributing food and fiber. Education ;4Nd . training 

~re. 

~required to put these findings into the hands of those who 

produce the essentials of life. Education is the moving force 

behind the progress of man, his nation, and his world. 

Yesterday we concluded the White House Conference on 

Education here in Washington, D. C. I was privileged to 

participate in it. I believe it was H. D. Wells who said 

that "civilization is a race between education and capacity." 

And I've never known a Nation that went bankrupt investing ~n 

education. I've never known a nation that wa~poor~ecause it 

poured its resources into educationb nd training. 

~ Here in America we have been doing a little checking up and 

we've found out that we haven't been doing enough. We've found 

out that we've had millions of chi ldren, if you please, that 

have been inadequately educated. We find that this 

is a drag on our economy, That it's not only 
but 

morally wrong, it's not only unjust,/it's economically bad. 

So we're beginning to pour in resources into · training and 

education. I could tell you stories here today that would 
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just gladden your heart on what we've been able to do in 

terms of training and education. I had a Governor of a State 

J~~ 
tell me just the other where there were seven 

Who A 
thousand five hundred men ~ ~ been without work in this 

particular area because of the change of industry, the change 

\)~. 
of technology. Seven thousand five hundred~have been without 

work three or four years, and they were put into Manpower and 

Training Development courses. They were retrainiked for 
~ 

new industries, new jobs and within 90 days after 

they had completed their training, 5,000 of them 
-

were ~fully employed and had good wages once again. Self-

respecting individuals. We know it works. We know it, just 

as we know that certain medicinals cure disease. We know 

that training and education does the job. And I want to say 

that there's no way in the world that we can improve our 

economic base and no way that we can improve agriculture 

without modern educational techniques and application. 

Much of the universal hope for worldwide peaceful, 

social and economic progress and that's what we're 

interested in, lies in Extension education .... for what people 

do for themselves when they put knowledge to work is what 

makes a strong and prosperous economy and a great and growing 

Nation. 
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When leaders of national educational programs from all 

over the world, such as we have here, travel together in 

search of the best ways to help people. I think that we 

can say then that we are on our way to the time when hunger, 

poverty
1

and privation might be abolished and men and nations 

might be free. 

I'm speaking to leaders here today, and I wan~to speak 

to you in those terms. There is no excuse for hunger in the 

modern world. There was a time that you could have said 

there was nothing we could do about it. There's really no 

excuse for disease in the modern world, that is, catastrophic 

disease . because we now do know if we're willing to share the ..... -, 
knowledge and put it work, how to cure, how to heal the sick, 

haw to feed the hungry, how to teach the ill~rate, and indeed 

how to make the blind see. We know how to do it and we ought 

to get it done. (Applause) I suppose my grandfather could 

have said that there wasn't much he could have done about 

it, because at the time he was alive or when he was a young man 

there was not the knowledge to overcome hunger. But today we 

can have bread on the table# if we'll get at it. And, oh how 

I wish that we could pour more of our resources into these 

great efforts. I think that if we could do it--if we could 

. ,...... 
~ one~ turn around and get this job done--that so many 

of our problems would at least be manageable. 
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'VJ hA.t:' 
Now, I know~ the Extension Service can do. I've 

watched it at work. I've seen county agricultural agents 

at work. I've worked with them. I've seen them advising 

farmers on how to grow more bounteous and higher quality 

crops. I have seen horne economists showing homemakers how 

to feed and clothe their families better. And I have 

&,... 
seen our 4-H Club leaders guid~ the youth of our Nation 

to do better t hings for tornrnorrow. 

We have thought of education as a slow process. It takes 

at least 12 years and sometimes twenty to train our young people 

for a career. The things they learn in our schools and colleges 

~~ 
~88D¥ are almost unbelieveable. But today it is not enough to 

be able just to learn. That's a selfish statement, if you only 

learn. We must also share the learning, to be able to teach, 

to teach what we learn to others and to do so in a practical 

way. Right out there in the battlefield ~ocial discontent and 

social problems. I said to this group of educators ~our 
great universiti~s, I get a little weary, may I say in the 

presence of educators, of university of professors who are 

the best we have in terms of teachers. They're the finest. 

~~:rt: I get a little weary of them sitting up a little from 

the battle. I say, "Look, get down in there with your 

b \)..C.(~te&l 
knowledge, get eastlea around a little, come out with a few 



14. 

bruises, meet the problems right out there where they are. 

That's where we need the better teachers. ~e need the best --
teachers in this countr~ in this America of our~in our slums. 

We need the better teachers in the rural areas where there is 

some rural poverty. We need the better teachers where people 

have been denied. We have to turn things upside down. We've 

had the better schools where the people have had the most. 

We need the better schools where the people have had the 

least. That's the only way we are going to change. (Applause) 

We also know that Extension is an informal educational 

process. Extension education s not a new idea. Man has 

shared his knowledge and experiences with his neighbors for 

centuries. 

But what is relatively new is to apply this philosophy 

of informal education to an organized system, not just let 

it happen by happenstance. This organized system is the 

Extension Service or the Extensio~rograms. It employs 

the powerful resources of government with its institutions 

of research and education for the benefit of greater numbers 

of people. This unique type of education began here in our 

country a little more than 50 years ago with the establishment 

of the Cooperative Extension Service. But its roots as has 

been indicated here lay in legislation signed in 1862 

by President Abraham Lincoln. This legislation created the 



United States Department of Agriculture and the land-grant . - -- -- -
15. 

.sollege system. If I were to try to put my finger upon the -,. 
secret to the productive abundance of American 

agriculture--and I'd like to brag here just a minute--there 

just x isn't anything that produces as much. They talk about 

our factories, they talk about worker output. We talk about 

the productivity of industrial plants. They run a poor 

second when it comes to improved technology and productive 

capacity when measured against agriculture. Now what is the 

secret to this great bountiful production of quality crops 

in large quantities, quantities beyond what we know what to 

do with at times. The secret is the land-grant college and 

the Extension system. The Department o ' griculture, the 

Universities and the Cooperative Extension Service have played 

a vital, im~tant, and significant role in the development 

of~ nation. 

We've been able to release the manpower from our farms 

to go to our cities, to go to our factories, to go to our 

universities, to go to our laboratories. 

ot~~ very small percentage ~on our farms, and 

Today we have a 

we produce more 

than ever before. We eat too much . 
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We look with pride on the ach~ements of this three-

way partnership of university teaching, research, and extension. 

That means learning and doing. After 1930, when we faced 

very serious economic troubl~ of depression and drought, 

American agriculture made sweeping reforms and adjustments 

to improve its technol9gical and economic position. Obviously, 

the tremendous progress of American agriculture could not 

possibly have occurred without the fundamental work of the 

educational system which you represent,)<:hich you've 

demonstrated interest. And that educational system had been 

at work for four or five decades--the Extension Service. 

There is a basic principle that has grown out of this 

half-century of Extension work. This is the 

recognized importance of developing and offering programs 

in response to the needs and the wishes of the local people. 

Not programs that somebody just con~urred up 

in the Ivory Tower and said now you just try those. Not 

programs that someone that didn't kncwthe difference~etween 

WH~ we say a cob of corn and a ukulele or a violin. 

The programs, if you please, that were fashioned out of the 

d h . f h 1 ~~ . l ~ nee an t e requ~rements o t e peop e. Our e~c~ e1~1~ 

efforts are built from the people up--not from the Government 

down. And everytime I see an agricultural 
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program that fails here or elsewhere, I can tell you where 

it started# just as surely as you're gathered in this 

room. There's never been a person born that could figure 

out an agricultural program from on top. You have to figure 

w~ 
it out from the botto~on up and the sooner t~e H learn that 

individually and collectively, the sooner we'll start to 

~ serve the people because agriculture is a very~personal, 

intimate, localized, fraternalized type of business and 

occupation. 

The fact that local people have played a major 

role in guiding these educational efforts has contributed 

much to the accept ance and ultimate effectiveness of Extension 

work. Look at our great cooperatives all over the world. 

Without the cooperative movement in this country, I don't 

know what our farmers would do. The Cooperative movement 

is people pooling thei~ efforts, pooling their knowledge, 

learning together, working together, marketing together, 

producing together, distributing together . And they learn 

a great deal from each other. The Secretary mentioned our 

electricity. Whj[Y there's enough potential power sites 

in the world, my dear friends, for eve~ farm family, every 

rural family in this entire globe to have electrical power. 

Make no mistake about it.~e could convert some of the 

resources that are used for other forms of power into rural 
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electric power, what a happy day that would be. Farm Credit, 

supervised credit, what a desperate need. I keep working in our 

Government here on these programs, I believe in them so strongly, 
that 

~ just know that they work, but I know they have to work and 

come from the people. In the eyes of the local people, there-

fore, the Extension program becomes their program, not the 

Government's, not a university program. 

One of the great strengths of Extension work in this 

country is in its total approach to the problems of the 

farmer, the homemaker, the youth, and the community. It 

is impossible to separate the occupational interests the 

farmer or the city dweller from his home and family interests. 

The 4-H and other youth programs have been an integral 

part of this Extension work. And a ringing testimonial to the 

great work of the 4-H Club movement has been the worldwide 

acceptance of its ideals, principles, and methods. Similar 

youth organizations have now been formed in 75 other nations. 

To date more than 6 million youngsters are participating in 

these clubs. If you want to find the best farm producer in 

your country, just find yourself a 4-H clubber. You've already 

found it, you don't need to look any further. More than 4 

million of these 6 million are to be found outside of the 

United States. So I salute' you. Your work is of monumental 

importance. Yourwork to accumulate facts about worldwide 
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Extension will serve as 

~~ur 
amighty reference source for others. 

development of 
for Extension work 

principles and guidelines/that you 

will develop in conference will serve immeasurably to help 

~ 
~ people through Extension education. 

You new acquaintances with people of other nations will 

open up many vital channels of communication. And I am hopeful 

that you may before you leave this great area that you are 

going to visit that you may consider a creation of worldwide 

association of extension workers. You'll have much to talk 
of 

about regardless of idiology, geography, o f country 

or form of government, you'll be able to break through. 

Because, make no mistake about it, the rural people of the 

world have been denied. They are the victims, may I say, all 

to ofte~of being the forgotten people. And they need to have 

a friend, and that friend needs to be one that works with 

them day in and day out. And that Extension worker can be 

that friend that can put a band of friendship and fellowship 

across this~ globe that will 
50 

beyond political parties or 
J 

national sove 'gnties or political idologies. 

And most important, your educational and leadership 

~ 
1 . f . . t. bl . 1 d f h ht qua 1 1cat1ons ~ 1gate you to trave new roa s o t oug . 

Extension must continuously seek new and better methods. Th 

old must be reexamined, t h e new must be tried. 

The worldwide Extension program is people--not commodities. 
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Together we seek not only to eliminate the specter 
which we can d 

of hunger from the face of t 1s earth, to reduce the 

drudgery of those who live on the land and toil0 the land. 
~ 

We do this that home and family life might be enriched and 

that all men might be free to enjoy the fruits of their 

work. 

Our motives are unselfish. Our methods are abundantly 

clear. 

The knowledge and skill we share with our countrymen 

mus ) in the final analysi~be prov~d by man himself--to himself 

as he applies that skill and knowledge. 

~This freedom--this right to adapt and prove the knowledge we 

have to offer--is the bedrock philosophy of Extension around 

the world. 

1W 
The means lie in our ability to help people ~help 

themselves. It is in this confidence and dignity that mankind 

will progress and your land and mine will be a better place 

in which to live in peace and prosperity. 

May I say that there'll be no peace for any of us until 

mankind has the hope of a better life. And that hope for a 

better life is in the hands of the teachers and the educators. 

Yes, of the extension worker. We're the peace makers, and we 

haven't done our job well enough. And if we do a better 

job of building this bond of fellowship, of knowledge, of 
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understanding across this great globe of ours, no one will 

be able to destroy it. So I charge you with the responsibility 

of doing your job in building the peace 

us so desperately desire. 

Thank you. 

(Applause) 

that all of 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


