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VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

DINNER HONORING 

J:, The central purpose of our gathering tonight 

is to press, beg, persuade, wheedle, cajole, and 
;rr; _ ... ~ -~ - . , 

draft Pau I Douglas to run again for the United States 
-': I p • 

(~~cuJ.~~-~<0)~-
Paul Douglas is a giant of a man and a giant of __ ....,.. __ __ 

a Senator. From whatever aspect you look at him, he 
.v 

towers over the political scene. 
~ 

;(1 speak of him first as a distinguish:!_ s~olar: l :;~ 
because that is how he began. 



center on the football team. He is a Ph. D. from 

Columbia University, and the holder of many honorary 

degrees. 

J. He is the author of many books and articles on / eu, .. 
economics, and his colleagues have honored him by ·~ 

election to the Presidency of the American Economic ~ 
:...-.-:-----

Association. 
' .,...,.,. 

_.._..--:--~ I speak next of Paul Douglas as a _!Xll~i~n of 

principle, and a very practical and effective politician 
~ ... 

too. You in Chicago know his record in this city and 

state. 
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~ In the late 1920's, he investigated and exposed the 

lnsull utility empire. He worked hard and successfully ----- -· ....,. 
in this state for utilities regulation, old age pensions, 

public housing, and unemployment insurance. 

.... You ~now of his election in 1939 as an alderman ~5~. Q 
for the Fifth Ward, and of the role of leadership he ~ 
immediately assumed in the city1s affairs. You know of 

his election as Senator in 1948, and his re-election in 

Coming from outside Chicago, however, I want to 

tell you that, as a loyal and hard-working member of the 

D.:_mocra~ic P~r~ Paul Douglas has spoken and worked for 
__ ... .__ 

ut the. _ _, 

I speak of Paul Douglas next as the legislator, with 

record of solid achievement in the Congress second to 

none. 
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~It was his bill which raised the minimum wage ~¥/ 
to a dollar an hour_~ -\--t l .. 2-S"' 

/ It was his bill which provided for the d[sclo~f ~ 
union and management pension and welfare funds. IJJ~ 

4 t was he who wrote the original Area Redevelopment M~ 

Act, to bring industry and jobs to the depressed areas of _, 

this country. His name i~ on the new Econom~c Deyelopment t_k 

Act, which updates and expands this program. ~ 
In the mid-1950's Paul Douglas, along with a sma@/ 

group of others (including a young Senator from Minnesota\)V•I 

~ proposed sweeping civil rights legislatl6tt\.to assure our 

ro fellow-citizens the full protection of the 14th and ---
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I n .. J900_Paul Douglas and a small group of others 

(again including a Senator from Minnesota) proposed 

that fed era I reg~ strars be sent into areas of the country 
; : 

where Negroes were effectively denied the right to vote. 

In 1965, these Douglas-Humphrey proposals became the --
law of the land. 

In 1958, Pau I Douglas proposed a general tax cut 
~ 

in order to bolster the economy, cut unemployment, 

and stiumlate economic growth. His proposal was rejecte 

by the Eisenhower Administration -- but under President 

Kennedy and President Johnson it became policy. And it has 

been eminently successfu I, too. Thanks largely to timely 

tax cuts, we have enjoyed the longest sustained economic 

-----~ 
growth in our history. 
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ack in the days when they had almost no chance 

of enactment Pau I Douglas was a sponsor or co-sponsor 

of Medicare, ederal aid to e ementary education, aid to =-;;--
higher education, the immigration bi II, the clean air bi II, 

... -· 
:Od the water pollution bill --to name only a few. / lAst 

year these became law -- and he either drafted, sponsored 
Te ;:;;: -

or co-sponsored almost every one of them. 

~There is _no mem~er of the Senate today who has his 

name stamped on more major issues, major bi lis, and 

major legislation than Paul Douglas. 

Just as important is the role he has played in defending 

the interests of the American people against harmfu I .. . - . 
legislative proposals. When certain forces, which shall -- .... _.. . 
remain nameless, tried to upset the Supreme Court's 

~-~oJ; ~c~~ it was Pa~l Do~glas who 

led the fight to uphold and defend it. 

!/ 
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~, 

J..He won that battle ~n ~964,.and again in _1965_ -- ·-~~ 
t , ... 

and, if need be, it will be won again in 1966. 

~He has ki lied ~~~e -~ .... 
interests 

loyalty to his friends, of his courage, of his straight---- -- ----............... ..._ 

forwardness, of his scrupulous integrity. ( This man 
. -

d~dai I! s a 111t;! ud and pretense, f!e stands not only for 

truth in lending and truth in packaging, but for truth 
_.... ....... ......... - -- ~ . ~ 

in people and above all truth to himself. \ -

0te is a rna~ of consci:~e -- ~ rna~ who does right
7 ~ r ------~~ ~ --

and by his example makes !t .. ~a~ier for others to do righ~ 

And let me add, he is no narrow, self-centered pedant 
-:: ,J. 

h He is a de!?t~ and en~~us~astic connoisseur of literature 

and the arts. 
______ • ..,_#" 
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~ Hets' not only grea n ~d . nd heal} b t great 

in physical stamina afwell. Whe I led the · t for 

to answer t e quorum ca . 

were strenu 

e1 

And when I think ~~~~!-~o~g~al the human being. 

I am bound to think of his good wife Emily as well --a 

erson of ~~n in he~ ow~. r!Jh) c~rl!lln~J ---intelligent! and gi·ited with a talent for getting things done. ____, ~--
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Here is a real bargain -- like the two-for-one sales 

we put on from time to time in our family drugstore 

.#}, You elect one and you g~t two! 

~ R nally' I speak of Pau I Douglas the patriot -- the 

man who, at the age of 50, enlisted as a private in the 
's • 

i le serving with the First 

Marine Division in the Pacific, he advanced through the 

ranks to lieutenant colonel, was twice~~. ft*~M-
~~.+c ~-a.. 

spent 14 months in hospitals,...:::E~~•'i the Bronze Star 

1 The American Political Science Association, a 
A_ ~~----
professional organization with no partisan ax to grind, 

honored him with their Di sti ngui shed Service Award. 
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They said that Paul Douglas •• ••• has prophetically 

raised the eternal problems of human freedom and 

dignity in terms of our contemporary democratic society•, 

and is a man of 11 
• • • rigorous intellect. a responsible 

independent defender of human ri ts. and a consistent 
.:::: 

advocate of social progress. 11 

Here is the Senator of whom one of America's most ~ 
distinguished living historians. Allen Nevins. wrote: 

110f all our _Senators, none has written a more 

consistently elevated record of public service; none has 

so clearly combined intellectual distinction -- technical 

expertness -- with practical legislative power; none has ·-- -.......... ............... -·---·~-·-------

set so high a moral example. 11 ---- ·- ------
This is the man -- Paul Douglas -- whom ~ur state 
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