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!·1R .. AGRO:NS1CY: l\'11'~., Vlce-P:i.'GSident, in Nei·l Delhi lnst 

~IJeelc you had a longer ta1lc t·Jil~h Soviet Premier Kosyg:ln than any 

American official has had since Mr . tosygln took office. As a 

l'~esult oi' thnt conversation_, are you mo1,e cr less opt:lmlstlc 

nbout the possibil:lty oi' negotiating an end to the I'·Ial1 in · 

V :Letnartl? 

VIC E-PRESID:EN'J: HUf·1PHHEY: I did have an opportunity to 

discuss matt e1~a of mut~ua:t concern to our l'es pect ive gover-nments) 

I believe th<:lt these discuss ion::; ar•e of a nature v:h:lch rcqu:l11 e 

that they be held ~.n Pl'ivute.s 011 that any report of them be 

' only to the Pre~i ident of the United States .. 

The dis cuos:lon '1Jas · fi.'Onk_, candid and constructive~. 

ANNOUNCER: L::Lve} fP'Jm CBS l'Jash:lngt on~ F£\CE THE l'·Ti\TION: 

.. 
a spontaneous and unrehear sed ne0s intervie~ oith the Vice-

t!1i11 be questioned by CBS Nei·Js D:l.Dlcmatic CCJ:'J.lespondent f·1arvin 

Kalb; f:1a:tqu~.s Ch:i.Ids.:t Chief' oi' the Hash:lngt~ :Jn Btn~eau of the 

Sto Louis Post Dispatcha · C~~ Neos Correspondent Martin 

A gr"::>nslcy 1~ ill lead the quest lcning , 

lle sha11 l"esume the :lntm.'viel·J t·i:lth Vice-President 

Humphl' ey in just a moment 0 

: .... ... \ . ··,.: . 

MR. AGRONSI,~"': I~ro Vic.e-Pl1 GSident,. y ou said your 

conversation with Premie~ Kosygin was cons tructive. 

' 
J 

) 
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that :Y"OU c.annot g :lve us any · sl)ec :i.i'ic.§ r.rf' our• r0port to the 

President.., 

of views betMeen respDns ible officials ~r governments it 

and reas:"~nable mannef.' ~ U;at Jt :ts h,:!)J.pi'Lfl to th2 cr.rmnon c::tuse 
/ 

,.,"l ~" "'"' ~ "-: 'J .• ·- • .., -.{' t r', a t·i" v. '"'1 --1 t:h"' . P'"'"'" ~ ·i ~' ·i 't' ·1 ~:v '"'-,<>. ·.i "'11 't-"L' .·! '•"! D' f~he· 
t,;;.:~ . .... ,...A.,~,.QU --~.!4 ').. I_ ....... , ~a..._ V.L ..A v .. '-· JJ•-· ... ).,)J ........ ~_; ,y v~~~-- _ . ...... v ... .... s .. •. ~. .. ~ \-) .. 

VICE--PRES IDlliiT HUW?HHm~: 'i:le11 .. l'•lt=., Chi1 ds: th~1t is.~ 



4 ., .. 
the P1:es :l.dent put it j and that the aggl'c:;1s :Lon has been -·-

that is, the thl"ust of the aggi'ess:l.O£!, has been blu.nted~, that . 
victory cannot come to the Corcrr,un:lstsj and) as the Pre~:lc1ent 

for a peace tha\~ :i.s f'a i:r' E\lld j"L.·lst:, but 2 by the same t olwn;. 

we shall continue to resist the aggressor and to pacify 

rea., 

as to v;hethex' o:r: not tJ.1e:r1 e sh·..Ji. .ld be a massive mi1.:i;tary 

stage b;:r stag e.. I th:l.r:lc there the gene:r•a1 pol :'Lcy of our gove;:onmerrl 

l'ihat 1·1e have t:e1ed t~o do is to esca:u.te th0 peace~ C\nd 

/ 

:t:i.ked;, Ol' as ou:r• gover-nment 1·Jou:1.d hopec l'>.nc1 I think that . t'ie 
I 

1·1:111 cont:i..1w.c to folJ.o\'l the snrn.e pol:i.cy 1·:h:!.c.h i•le have thus 

far ma :ln'Ca 5.nec1.. 

t he President said in his Stat6 of the Union Message t hat 

so fm: t he respon::; c:: fr' om Hano:L :i.ndlcat cs ·ne:i.thel" success n or 

t·Je have received s.c.mc- ld.l~d of response f:rom the North Vietnamese 

and you a~e now in the process of assessing this? 

. ' 



VICE-PRE.SlJ.JEN'r HtTI'-IPHTIEY~ I \-;hin~·- the P:res:iclent~s 

statement speaks for itself when he said that the response had 

neither indicated cuceess nor fa i1ur0., .... 
• 

Ther- e is a cons iderab1e amount of d:lpl ::m;.aL :lc activ it;t]' 

undel" \•Jay these days, and I t·tould imc:1g ine that the Fer e:lgr!' 

Office in Hanoi is a very __ , very b1.U·1 Y pla ce~ 

it s so-...,alled inevit8b'l e vict~'J:t'Y- o ThG fact is that they· ot1ght 

the cause of peac0, we continu0 to ~akc the diploma~ic ~ver-

tures ~;h<:lt ·v1e have mad<:: :ln the past--' an:!. that t·i c are mal-::.lng 

'Phe President.! I r_~·.· n),. 
- vuJ. "·.J 

we had hJd over 300 t alks thin past yea~ in an erfort to find a 

peace 1nit·j.at :i.ve ol' s:m!? beginning t::n·:8:rds the d:lscu;jsion of 

this stT"~gle to the negotiating table. 

· At this stage.; sir; uhat 1·:a are s eek:tng above a11 i s 

to get pe<J p:L e to sit d~l'm to talk a by '..l • the- :. ~t1d.~.t i8n;;; of 

peac.2 o 

' 

) 
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s~ecific questiono 

Thl'O t'le..;:lm ago ~·Je r!:ade p\i.bl :i.e t.Ae fa c·c there 1·1e h ad 
•' 

c onditions under ~hich 0e could negotiate a peaceo Have t hey 

specif:ical1Y an:mel'ed that cor:ll!lUnicntion? 

a vel'Y gloomy :repo:r't t o ·the President al'ter h :ts tr:i.p around 

of a ru11-s calc 1·:a:r ,,,; ith Ch Jna: and c:. ra ti:ler doubt:fv.:L success 

in the negotiation for peace. 

Do you th::.nl.:: that repm~t.- 1·1as teo gi o<Jmy ? 

VICE-·-Pl-lESIOENT I-IUI-1PI·IHI:!.Y : Y8s, I. do~ I think :t:t t·Jas too 

informc:rticn 
/ 

c onc1usi.on 'i.·.;<:.:;s t oo gloo:.1y . 

e:1 fact ·i.::hc:r;; ·cho Vl.c·t:. Cong wnd the 

I'C. is uJ.GO <:1 £ac'[; ·i:.h<:Y\:. '\:he \:h_•·u- !'=;·i· 0 ~ .· '1,., - r>.:c ' h ' 1 -w ~ C1~ ~ggr~~s1on ~ ~Cl 

as . ·i.::he President pointed out : 

' -~ 

) 



Viet Cong can:not \vin militarily~ And the aims of the anomy, 

as the President:. put. it.f have been put ou·c or reach; that isr 

the aim of the. conquest of ·;;he . couni:::cy,. 

So I \'l01).ld say "i.:hnt: \·~hile ·there \vas much in the Hannfield 

report th<:rl:: deserves tho thoughtful crcten·i:..ton of tha Americc:m 

people 1 because it. point:s out the g:("t:rvity or th :. situati onj the 

difficult. ·i es thnt \'ie enc ountel:' •. and g ivcs a mo:re 'chough'c:l:u.l 

and mature evaluat:ion of "i::he n<.ri:.urc of ·chis con:fl·· ct., that i~-s L c onclusic!ls, I believe, are jus'c ~ li"i:l:J.e bit: 'coo pessimistic. 

J:I1R .. CH ILDS : I·Jould you ii1cludc in tha-t the threat o£ the 

possible in·te!:vcntion of Red Ch 5 .. na in·co this \·iu:C, e1s being 

too gloom_! ? 

a nation like Rea China \·i:~ll do:. bccc:\.!Gc i .ts spokcnn~en a:;:c very 

deal of ... .I • • t gg:cess~ve acc:t.::Jn :tn rcccm: years~ 
/ 

in 'che last fou::w:- years against Ind ia .. So you Ccmn.o''c 'ccJ.:L \·ih<:~t l 

t he Ch inc se \'lJ.l l clo .. 

But ii:. does appear tl·1 nt a·t this stage , at lec:Jst, there is 

n ot \'i~ :u, t hat the Chinese hnve shm·m no indica-e ion or 

direct in·terventiono Hm·iGvc:c_. t hey a:ce supplying t he North 

Vietnamese and the Vic·c CQng \"li·i:.h substantial quantities of: 

ma-terie l .,. I have no dc1~yt but ' ·ihat the1·e a1.·e Chinese technicians 

a t \•iDrk .; n l·Jo:cth Vietnam and assisting ·the Vi0t Cong ~ 

r 

' .. 
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Rive:::- in the .Ko.:cenn conn. ict. o 

';'> • • 1 . 'l • • • , -L-•S y-:2·c, Y .• 1c~·:e :!.f:.i no . g :t:cnnc..~ acc2c::: KYY. ox: th.c 

1J0 so 
/ 

' C!id i.n ~1m .. ··;:.h IZm:·ca { as yo1.1 h2··vc noted , 

your cduest. ion 1 !ii:c . A(.::;::-onsky , abou:i.: as :::.:uccinct.ly c.nd dei inetely 

as <:my one could 'L1nd.cr t .he 
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a struggle such o.s this is not ah;a~s 'l:iith:in {)\.U: Cr'i.vn hand::><· 

There nre ac·cions on the p:.:n.:-t,. of the 01 emy i~hic: ... do somet imcs 

nnd ].f you. ..... ;:i. J.l pc:.:u:!:t. nit~ .. 1 Nculd l:i.ka to just 

:::~ o ·l,·t.;nc.~l~- :i. o•:1 C'"' /;.,., ·l ·; ·i -·- ,.., .. ,· ..,, -~ i ........ ··,.., U .1 .. 1. w... _ _.... J.. 1\& .... ~~ -""· u.t. : . c.·---- _ .. c.aJ..~v\;.: 

' princi:?1C cf sc 1.:::~-deri:o :cll:in;:: i.:I.on_. ·c.lwt. 'i.:~:.c p .... oplo c:C S ou.th 

sl1 Ot". I.c1 to choose ch oosc i'c in 

Tl'le peo~:>le of a~.1 Vic~:n a:n should. m21ka a £:c2o C.cc i.:::ion on the 

I t h:1.nk that tells p:cet·i:y much i.·rh<r~: ou:. ob j ective in ~mel 

of this coun·t:cy . 

' ..J 
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s:Lnca e<J~t. and \·:est in a uay seem ·i:o be 
•' 

st a 1em~rccC! in Vietnam at the mom.cnc , do you fcc l t.hc:rt th c:ce a1 c 

in the near f:tri.:u~:e, anc1 1 if so( cot~ld you possibJ.y give u~ some 

i.ndicati on o:f \··h.::rC. they a:t:·c .. 

tha-t: \·;h :Ue ·i::he s{:.:n:.ggle in Sou-th V:Lc·i.:nam. is of c oncoz-n ·i;o 'i::he 

·t,-; i'i.:h Comwun1:-::·t Ch :.i.na , and those :':Cle1·cionr~hips are anyl:.h :i.l!g bu:i.: 
/ 

fr ienClly . 

The reg imc in Pe.~ing corrd.nues ·i..:o insult apd ve~<:.']:._ally 

at.t<:lck th~ govc~n~cn'c in noscm·i 0 ·Thc i:'0 s eems ·to :~:>e no love lost 

So I :Lm~ginc tha·c the govcz-nn~ent. of the Sc·viet Un:Lon is 

much mo:ce c cncerncd t c-day <:1b01..:~.-c. i·c~ relationships t.hroughou·t: 

the eni:.i:ce ·uorld vio-a-·vis Comnunist. Ch~.na ·i.:han i·c is over 

an~zthing ·i.:h<:ri: ·i.:he Un:!.-i:cd Si.:u·i:c.;s may b e ao:!.ng in any Pcn:··i.: o·:= the 

\·;orld .. 

--__./' . 



f;()j~ t:l:S~~ccj_a·~: .i::;'ll ~11C. :"ccl.crc;J.. :;-. 11~i~i.ps ;~·nt.~l -8~~ t:l1a~1 j\.!s·~: 5 .. rrtr; t.t1e 
/ 

S 'J ·~C~ ~ J .. l erJ. (~ C.'fCi ~:.1Ul1ir. B \: 
I 

seyiously ruptured 

t-;ay ">'il2 are bcch ou·c. ·co c cn·tain Ch inu ~ 

J.s b"'la'i.: :tmpressi.on s.i.mgly ";iish£ul. ·thinidn.g .. si~,. or do 

you find real substance to it? 



.!.l 

t o a question J.5J~e - ·~ such as you have propounded .; ,.. 
..... "" 

I·C. is a fac·t , o··: O..L~:c:::er that. the Sov:i.ct is at.temp-i:ing to 

J. c1on ·. t thin?;: the:L"t:: :i .. G any doubt about t"hnt. I t.hi.nk t.his \;·tns 

I am su:cc ·c.hn·i:. ·che Scr·;·ia'i::. Un:Lon :Ls seeking ·co bui.ld a 

I c.• u""'I"O'~ ;; ..:l·inN cc,-··1· 1;·,·ir_· ·~ C'"l~ ·i·-;..1 o .r.h~ u .--'l...:t.-.. ..... -;J .~ wt.L ........ wt ... .4 ... . .t..1 ...... , 

not at alJ.;, 

' of the Sovic::·t Un~.c.L .. 

0 ." ··-1-.r., o~·. ~,.-, 1·1 ;:)"'l d A• l:""-' -· # .oL t 
.; ··-'"" -1..\. .. , :J s·i.::cuggl.c :P.n ·che Cor:mm nis'C bloc 'l:iith 

e1::::-e going ·to have a prescn.ce :Ln ·chis a:r.ea o:E the i:io:r.ld 1 simply 

ho~c of free ccunt~ics is severely limited. 

' 
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it is one that. \ve \·;ill.muintain .. And I do no·c thin}· the 

Soviet 'l.·;i11 be too happy abotrl:. that,. 

l·1R • CHE.:DS : J.n this connection! Hr._ v;;.cc-PresidentJ 'Vihat 

you have just been sayin'J 1 do ycu ·chink Congress 'l.·;·i 11 heed the 

advice of the P~0s:i..dent in his Stc.rce of t.he Union !-i0ssege and 

remove some of the bcu"::r icr·z to ·i:~cadc \'ii th tne Communist bloc 

countrico? 

VIC3~-PRt."SIDENT HUi::-.iPHRJ:;y: I think it l::hould.. I believe 

thr:ri:: it \ 'hH:J Cl cour~g-oous and .a rnuch-needed stu·cement. on the pa:r.t 

o:E the President:.. I bcli~vethat this \1ill st:.cngthen ou:. 

nat..:i.on z s secu~city.. I }.)Cl;i.evc ·C.h a·t it ,._;iD. ~;·i;.rcng'i:hcn 0~1.~ hand 

in clip1 r:1at.ic rel-cd:ions... I believe also, may I Gay moot 
I 
candi~ly. t:hrri:: it '1.-iill st::cng·i::hcn ou.r. pct:Jce offensive in terms 

·of trying to b~.:ing t he st:>:"uggJ.c :i.n Sot,.th. Viet:nam 'Co a 

conclus :!.on ~ It 'l:iill '-'hO\'i scod 5.rri.::cn:c and I ·th:l.n!{ good juti.gment 
I 

on cur pC)rt ~ 

! therefore ''iOUld urge_. if X \•iOUld be per.mi~cted to do SO 

at any 'ci{CD ( \•iith any maml::e:c of: Congr.cssq th2r\: they support 

the President"s rcquest 1 not merely because the Pres i dent made 

i ·tc but because I think it is in our national 'itTtcrcst. 

point. of VJ.m·: o And I am happy ·to say ·that most of ·the Aocrican 

busi ~ess comtr.unit.y supports ·i;h is point o-2 vi.c.-; ~ A z ·cu.dy \·iaD 

made by ·che United St~ri::GS Chambe:o:- of C CT:':t'.1~ rce. r as I :?:'CCC}ll_. 0!1 

trCldc \·lith the ~astc!:'n 

) 

EL'!.:COPec:m c oun'i:.r:.l.cs .. 
- ' 



that trwCle, at least :i~n _Ll.m:U:ed areas, \ 'iGlS in our na·cicnul 

in:ccrcst , am1 above all in ·i::he_.in·cc:.:es·cs of be·i.:.ter communicat:ion 

f-1:i:-. Vicc-Prcs:Lcl.cnt.,. do you feel ·chat a 

suf.£ic:Lc~1·i: amou.nt o£ mcm::!y has 1:.'lCcn ulloc~Ji.:ccl ·to t he goals of 

fo:;::th by the P:r.:csidcr~·c in ·chc Stc:rce of the Unfon M.cr:;s2gc ? 

is ~ t·;:i.'i:.h].n the limits o:r: . tih<:ri.:. I bcl :l.cve a c cuni.::cy can ta!;:e, 

Vi0L:num I hope that 'l;;c ·u:Lll 

\·[:i.th a s oi.. 'i:: oE w c onccni.:~:<:ri:.cd n·c·:::.cn·t:. im u:_.,on ·the area or s e:.u·i:.h-

buC!get in the projcc·i.:cd bu~~gc·i: runs to abou·l: %58 b:!.llion ~ And 

\vorld. t·Je h2ve io:reign aid coiTtP.lit r::e n'i:o and so f o:rth. 

gcncrousl~, £uJ.£illed , may I say t fi2.·st of all 'l:ii·i:h unp:rcce dentec1 

' 

____..--· 
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.{; ~:.d 1 'I,·;:Ul si:iy there. 

pro}:..J.cms., 

prog:t.·ums ~ 1\n.d rm .. ch o£ t.hc,t. mcncy! ~lS • :-;tA l~nC>'I:J, -v;ill 'be 

or: 0'1'" f•-i·i_~ ·ir..•:- ' 1l"•1e':s :~ sn·:t::fir•;i.e·.'!G - .l. l, • .J.. *' ~- .. ..... ~..:J J "- ..,. ..... _ ... 0 ... . 

· -~·j 1 1 .,, __ ~ 
a ~uff5.c :i.cnt: c;:rr:ount.? 

real3.y a • 2:..·y Io .. i level_ \·7e \•.=:i.ll c::p;:md c-uY." pxcg::<.'lms cf: 



things \ 'iC \v ould li1;:c to_ ask you 1 an.d t·;e vill continue t h e 

quest.ionin0 in a morncm·c .. 

number of p:l.eces '\·7x-:!.t.-ccn ZJbout. the c oncc:r.:1 of you::.· staff: 

about your 5.mc::ge toc1uy . Hm·J do you £cc1 about your Vice-

Pres iclentic1l ir:l<.1CJ e'? 

VICE-P~1ES ::-J 1Ic:l1T EUf.ll?ERBY : 

Br"' Agronsky, I hav~ C1 vcY:y high honor thot. has been given 

·to ffit!3 ·co be Vicc~Presidcn·c o:c the United s·tatcs .. l nd i·i:. seems 

doJ is to fulfill the duties o£ ·t.h<:"1t o:::Cicr~ to the best. o:Z my 

~bili'cy "'llct t. o try ·co bring a 1.i'i:.t.le n·L):r.a sense o:i: accep-ct.mce 

o f; the impo~:tance of: this ·of::cice and o£ respec·t :fo}: t his 

office to thos~ -- to the 1\rr.c:Lic a n people ~ 

And I '·ms ahidys cti: .: e to gc·i; clcc·ccd in t he Sta·ce o£ Hinncso·i.:<L 

l 1nd if things go f::ror.-t 'bc:d tc., ·1;;o:;.·se, i:Jc st. ill hC'lve the fa mily 

drug st .-.~:r \.• · .. 

l-TR .. 1\ALB : rAr . Vicc~J?rcs idcnl:.: I \·io.nder_. sir -- the \'.'2r 

in Vietn<:lr:l seems .in n uuy to ha ~lc 1~1ovec1 :i.!!to ·i:hc mora l fibc2: 

of this cc·un-t:ry in <:2 num}.:;cr of areas .. 

' 
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During t.he lc:wt. (~lec'i::.i on ·i:ha qucst.icm of a I-·t · .: f<:::ssor 

Bond i:n t he S·\:crco of: Georgia~ 

I 'l:iOn.der r s :Lr c do you feel th~.~rc :i.G :-:eal3.y any H!.D:r.C'l1 

conce:rn c1n -~;h:U:~? u man not be true to his Cuty in a 

Yf'l"'Cir··1 po1 ·i eve:> -· "-' .!. ;) l ' ·- -· .'!. • 

the right. o:r: disscr;i: is <t .. ;,..,h·' · 
- ~- ,;• ~ l.o I 

dissc.n·c ", ... . ~.~ ·i.:I:o d:i.ssente:c may out 

·to be :cigh t.. 

P~ccsident ar~.d his po1:i.cy ·in Vit:t£1C1m. No cnz. is happy about: a 

struggle 
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for the f:rec '\'i'Drld .. 

So I would st1ggcst. th~t ·~:i:? have ,....omc forebear a nee t::nd 
•' 

patience., The truth is -c.h~t much of t he opposition hns; 

to our cffo:d:s in Vie"tn2m -·- has taken ···· \'iCl J.i it has 

su.hsi.ded., rmd there :i.s a lcgitimc:d::G opposition, and there J.S 

seat in any leg:Lslative body bcc<.:use he disugrecs ·t;.;:i.th any 

pol ic~{ o:t the government.-. 

r.m ~ CEILDS: r-tc., Vicc-P:r.csident:, sonte of the rcpo~ters \·.;ho 

\·;ere \v i"i:h you on your Asie:n ·c~c:Lp ccm!_)laincci that you never 

b:cie:Eed ti1em on \'·iha'i: you ·.;:icre doin<J t,:Ji'Ch h8Clds of go-vc:cnL-~nt .• 
' j 

I 
Uhot about your clile·T.r.1u ,.,,hen you <JO on ·i:.hcse diplorr.Cl·cic 

miss im1s for the Pzes :i.c'ler:.t? 

s ome~:ihcrC. c~plained even in m~l performar:ce lu:-c tocl.ay, Nr _ 

Childs ~ I do not feel thut: I cnn spc<Jk freely and openly 

t.o every ~epor'cer abc;.1t discussions ,.;:Lth heads of state 

a nc.J the heads of stntc. I fed .that my obligat.io11. is to my 

country c:md back t o the P:cesidcn:i: of the Uni ·;:cdSt.a t.es l and le t 

h im judge \·:hat ·~:ie hYe dcme ;o 

HR. AGRONSKY -: Gentlemen r :{ c::rrll rcolly r;o:cry, but our time 
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